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HYDERABAD, JUNE 15
Development of water
aerodromes at
Nagarjunasagar dam
(Telangana state) and
Prakasam barrage

{(Andhra Pradesh), where
seaplanes can land and
take off, got a boost with
the Union civil aviation
ministry and hte shipping
ministry signing a memo-
randum of understanting
on Tuesday to expedite
development of new water
aerodromes across India
to promote tourism.

The TS and AP govern-
ments had submitted pro-
posals to the Centre in
May last for developing

water aerodromes at
Nagarjunasagar and
Prakasam which have

been pending for long.
The Centre is looking at
setting up more aero-
dromes across the country
under RCS UDAN scheme
after the successful
launch of maiden sea-
plane service by Prime
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Nagarjunasagar to see
seaplanes landing soon

MoU signed to build ‘water aerodrome’ in Sagar reservoir

Minister Narendra Modi
between the Statue of
Unity near Kevadiva in
Gujarat’s Narmada dis-
trict and Sabarmati river-
front in Ahmedabad in
November last.

The Centre convened a
meeting with states to dis-
cuss civil aviation related
projects proposed by state
governments in May last.
In the meeting, the
Telangana government
requested the Centre to
include Nagarju-nasagar
dam and Hussainsagar for
development of water
aerodromes to start sea-
plane operations.

The AP government
brought to the Centre's
notice that during the bid-
ding of RCS UDAN-3.0
scheme, hids were
received for Prakasam
barrage waterdrome to
start seaplane operations
but officials from AAI and
DGCA were yet to visit the
barrage for preliminary
survey.

However, the officials of
civil aviation ministry
told Telangana TS and

Andhra Pradesh officials
that both the governments

were yet to  provide
required land free of cost,
free from all encum-

brances and also yet to
sign MoU with Airport
Authority of India (AAI)
for development of aero-
dromes at Nagarj-
unasagar dam and
Prakasam barrage.

A water aerodrome or
seaplane base is an area of
open water used by sea-
planes, float-planes and
amphibious aircraft for
landing and taking off.

Against this backdrop,
signing of MoU between
civil aviation and ship-
ping ministries is consid.
ered a major milestone for
making seaplanes projects
a reality very soon.

As per the Mo, a coordi-
nation commitiee with
officials of ministry of
civil aviation (MoCA),
ministry of ports, ship-
ping and waterways
(MoPSW) and ministry of
tourism (MoT) is to be set
up for timely completion
of operationalisation of

seaplane services at vari-
ous locations.

The MoPSW would iden-
tify and develop water-
front infrastructure of
aeradromes/locations and
obtain required statutory
clearances/approvals in
coordination with MoCA,
DGCA and AAI by defin-
ing the timelines for all
activities involved in the
development of facilities
for starting seaplanes
operations.

The MoCA would carry
out bidding and select
potential airlines opera-
tors based on their com-
mercial consideration
through bidding process,
incorporating the loca-
tions/routes as identified
by MoPSW and routes
identified through bidding
process in UDAN scheme
document. The MoCA will
provide funds/financial
support in respect of
water aerodromes award-
ed under RCS-UDAN
scheme and coordinate
with chief secretaries of
all states for the seaplane
operations.
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Shah takes
stock of flood
preparedness

New Delhi: Home minister
Amit Shah on Tuesday re-
viewed the preparedness to
deal with floods in wake of the
monsoon and called for better
synergy between the central
and state agencies to create a
permanent system for forecast-
ing floods and monitoring the
rise in water levels in major
catchmentareasof thecountry,

Atameet, chaired by himto
review the measures to be pre-
scribedaspartof acomprehen-
sive policy to mitigate the pe-
rennial flood problem, Shah
took aslew of decisions to have
a new system of coordination
among the IMD, jal shakti min-
istry, central water commis-
sion and NDRE He advised the
Jal Shakti ministry to work out
a mechanism for desilting of
large dams, which will help in
increasing dam storage capaci-
ty and help in flood control. v
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Untreated sewage fouls India’s rivers

Our cities and towns release billions of litres of sewage every day directly into rivers and lakes, as
most of the wastewater sludge is going untreated. Some rivers have been polluted so much that their
names are now synonymous with sewage in their regions. The rapid urbanisation that India has been
witnessing in the past several decades has worsened the problem, spelling disaster for our shrinking

sources of drinking water. Here's a look at what government statistics say

The map shows the latest available state-wise data on how
much sewage is generated in India’s urban centres and how
much of it is treated. It also indicates the level of water
pollution in each state (from a 2018 CPCB report), which
could be due to industrial waste as well as household waste
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Shah holds meet
On monsoon
preparedness

New Delhi: Union Home Minister
Amit Shah Tuesday called for de-
silting dam reservoirs, using
technology for flood forecasting,
and preparing SOPs for lightning
at a meeting for monsoon pre-
paredness.

“...a number decisions were
taken to have a new system of
co-ordination between the IMD,
Jal Shakti Ministry, CWC and
NDRE..” an MHA statementsaid.

“The Union Home Minister
also advised specialized institu-
tions... to use satellite data for
more accurate weather and
flood predictions... directed the
formation of an SOP immedi-
ately to broadcast IMD warnings
on lightning strikes,” it said. ENS
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Fourfold hike
in Jal Jeevan
Mission grant
to Tamil Nadu

FE BUREAU
Chennai, June 15

THE CENTRAL GOVERN-
MENT has increased the cen-
tral grant to Tamil Nadu under
theJalJeevan Mission fourfold
t0%3,691.21crorein 2021-22
from¥921.99 crorein the pre-
viousyear.The National Jal Jee-
van Mission has released
%¥614.35 crore to the state as
the first tranche, said a release
by the ministry of Jal Shalkti.

Union minister Gajendra
Singh  Shekhawat, while
approving the fourfold
increase,hasassured full assis-
tance to the state to provide
tap water supply to every rural
homeby 2024,

Of the 1.26 crore house-
holds in Tamil Nadu, 40.36
lakh (31.80%) have been pro-
vided tap water connections.
OnAugust 15,2019,when the
Jal Jeevan Mission was
launched, only 21.65 lakh
(17.06%) households had tap
water supply. In 22 months,
18.70 lakh (14.74%) house-
holds have been provided con-
nections, according to the
release.

There are still 86.53 lakh
households without tap water
supply. With the current pace
of 16.13 lakh households in
2020-21,toreach the target by
2024, the state needs to
increase its pace by 179%, it
said.

The stategovernmentisyet
to present its Annual Action
Plan for 2021-22 toensure tap
water supply to every rural
household. The National Jal
Jeevan Mission has asked the
state to finalise and present the
plan at the earliest, the state-
ment said.

In 2020-21, Tamil Nadu
could drawonly¥544.51 crore
of the Centre’s grant of
¥921.99 crore.This year, with
the four-fold increase in allo-
cation, the unspent balance of
¥377.48 crore, the shortfall of
¥290.79 crore in the state’s
matching share in 2020-21,
and the state’s matching share
this year, Tamil Nadu has an
assured  availability  of
¥8,428.17 crore under the Jal
Jeevan Mission for water sup-
plywork, the release said.
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