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Ganga panel asks UP,
Bihar for report on
dumping of bodies

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

DAYS AFTER it advised all District
Ganga Committees to address
the issue of bodies being
dumped in the river, the National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
Saturday asked Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar to submit a “detailed
report” in two days, it is learnt,

Sources said this was con-
veyed by NMCG to senior offi-
cials of both states during a
meeting chaired by Jal Shakti
Secretary Pankaj Kumar on
Saturday.

Both states were asked to
give a “detailed report” on the is-
sue of dumping of bodies in the
river as well as its tributaries, a
source said.

Sources said that the impact
of the floating bodies on the
Ganga's water quality was alsoa
topic that came up for discus-
sion.

“The CPCB has been asked to
increase the frequencies of sam-
pling of Ganga water,” said the
source.

The states have been asked to
focus on critical districts while

alerting all districts to prevent
dumping of the dead bodies in
river Ganga, the source said.

“Not only throwing of dead
bodies in rivers but burial in sand
alongriversalso needs to be pre-
vented,” the source said.

State officials said they have
issued orders to prevent such in-
cidents and have stepped up pa-
trolling along the ghats on rivers.

“States said that they have is-
sued orders for supporting cre-
mation giving financial support,”
the source said.

The video conference meet-
ing was attended by Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director General,
NMCG; Rajnish  Dubey,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Urban Development), Uttar
Pradesh; Anurag Shrivastava,
Principal Secretary, Jal Shakti,
Uttar Pradesh; Anand Kishore,
Principal Secretary (Urban
Development), Bihar; SK Haldar,
Chairman, Central Water
Commission; Dr Prashant
Gargava, Member Secretary,
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB); and officials from State
Pollution Control Boards and
State Ganga Missions from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.
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Uranium in 83% of drinking water samples: BARC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi
URANIUM was detected in 83.6
per cent of all the collected wa-
ter samples during a nation-
wide survey by the Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) for mapping of urani-
um content in drinking water.
About 55,554 surface and
groundwater samples were col-

lected for the survey. “Out of 12
water quality parameters meas-
ured to understand the geo-
chemical processes governing
uranium content in water
sources, eight were found to ex-
ceed the acceptable limits set
by the BIS for drinking water,”
said the study published in
Current Science. Sulphate,
chloride, nitrate, fluoride, total
dissolved solids, alkalinity and

hardness exceeded their limits
by 4.2 per cent, 12.9 per cent, 14
per cent, 20.5 per cent, 34.3 per
cent, 45 per cent and 51.6 per
cent, respectively. Uranium
content in 98 per cent of ground-
water samples was within the
national limit fixed by the
Atomic Energy Regulatory
Board for radiological safety.
“Dissolved uranium content in
groundwater samples showed

an upward trend with total dis-
solved solids and depth of wa-
ter sources. No surface water
samples exceeded the pre-
scribed regulatory limit.”

The study also found about 36
per cent, 30 per cent, 26.5 per
cent, 6.2 per cent and 5.2 per
cent of surface water samples
exceeded the BIS recommended
limits for hardness, alkalinity,
TDS, fluoride, and nitrate.



MUMBAI/AHMEDABAD

Cyclonic storm Tauktae had
intensified and was heading
towards the coast of Gujarat
and the Union Territory of
Daman and Diu and Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Saturday.

1t would not affect Mum-
bai but could bring gusty
winds and showers to the
city, it said. The storm is
very likely to intensify fur-
ther into a “very severe cy-
clonic storm” by late Satur-
day night, the IMD said,
adding it was very likely to
move north-northwest-
wards and cress Gujarat
coast between Porbandar
and Naliya around May 18.

As it would bring very
heavy rainfall in that region,
cities like Mumbai would
not be affected much, the
IMD added. There will be
strong winds and heavy rain-
fall at isolated places on May
17 over north Konkan, in-
cluding Mumbai,

In Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a re-
view meeting on prepared-
ness in the face of the cy-
clone. He instructed officials
t0 ensure maintenance of es-
sential services like power,
telecommunications, health
and drinking water.

Teams of the National
Disaster Response Force are
being stationed at Gir Som-
nath, Amreli, Porbandar,
Dwarka, Jamnagar, Rajkot,
Kutch, Morbi, Surat, Gandhi-
nagar, Valsad, Bhavnagar,
Navsari, Bharuch and Juna-
garh districts of Gujarat, an
NDRF spokesperson said.

“The State government
has made full preparations
and a control room has been
set up. Administrations of
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Tauktae intensifies, moves towards Guj

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a review meeting on preparedness in the face of the cyclone

Huge waves hit the coast at Thiruvananthapuram as rough sea weather conditions prevail in the Arabian Sea. on Saturday. — Photo: PTI

the districts in Saurashtra
and south Gujarat regions,
have been alerted. Teams of
the NDRF ate reaching the
state,” Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter Vijay Rupani said in Ba-
naskantha,

The Union Home Min-
istry in an advisory to the
Gujarat government said the
“very severe cyclonic storm”
is likely to cause damage to
thatched houses, roads,
power and communication
lines especially in the dis-
tricts of Saurashtra region
such as Devbhoomi Dwarka,
Kutch, Porbandar, Junagadh,
Gir Somnath, Jamnagar, Am-
reli, Rajkot and Morbi.

Many places in the coastal

districts of Saurashtra will
receive light to moderate
rainfall, and heavy to very
heavy rainfall at isolated
places over Saurashtra and
Kutch, and extremely heavy
rainfall at isolated places in
Junagadh and Gir Somnath
districts is likely on May 17,
it said.

“Sea condition is likely to
be very rough to high over
the northwest Arabian sea
along and off south Gujarat
coast from May 17 morning,
and very high to phenome-
nal from May 18 morning,

“Tidal wave of about 2-3
metres above astronomical
tide is likely to inundate
coastal areas of Morbi,

Kutch, Devbhoomi Dwarka
and Jamnagar district, and 1-
2 metres along Porbandar,
Junagadh, Gir Somnath, Am-
reli, Bhavnagar, and 0.5-1
metre over the remaining
coastal districts of Gujarat,”
the advisory said.

The Home Ministry ad-
vised total suspension of
fishing operations over the
northwest Arabian sea and
along and off the Gujarat
coast on May 17 and 18,

In Maharashtra, Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
directed the authorities in
coastal districts to remain
alert. Collectors of Palghar,
Raigad, Ratnagiri, Sind-
hudurg districts have been

asked to take all necessary
precautions, Thackeray said
at a meeting of the Disaster
Management Authority,

Meanwhile,  torrential
rains accompanied by fierce
winds and high tidal waves
wreaked havoc and claimed
two lives in Kerala, as it
lashed the State since Friday
night forcing the govern-
ment to shift hundreds of
families to relief camps,
sources said. The southern-
most district,Thiruvanan-
thapuram to Kasaragod in
the northern tip, witnessed
widespread uprooting of
trees, water-logging and dis-
ruption of power supply
since Friday night. e
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TRACK WATER
QUALITY: GOVT

New Delhi: The Centre has
directed states to undertake
water quality monitoring &
surveillance activities to ensure
to ensure potable drinking water
to every rural home and public
institution in villages. The
advisory by National Jal Jeevan
Mission urged that water quality
monitoring and surveillance will
not only save people from falling
sick but also be helpful in saving
precious lives.
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