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Rain red alert in Kerala,
Assam landslide kills 3

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/GUWA-
HATI: At least three people have
died and over 25,000 people are
affected by landslides and flash
floods across Assam, officials
said on Sunday.

Torrential rain and landslides
in the past few days have eroded
sections of roads and railway
tracks in Assam'’s Dima Hasao
district affecting road and rail

connectivity to Barak Valley
region of the state, said state dis-
aster management officials.
Meanwhile, in Kerala, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment sounded a red alert in five
districts in view of the extremely
heavy rainfall as rains continue
to lash days ahead of the
expected onset of Southwest
monsoon. P7



3 killed in Assam as rains lead
to landslides, connectivity hit

Utpal Parashar

letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: Atleast three people
have died and over 25,000 peo-
ple are affected by landslides and
flash floods across Assam.

Torrential rain and landslides
in the past few days have eroded
sections of roads and railway
tracks in Assam’s Dima Hasao
district affecting road and rail
connectivity to Barak Valley
region of the state, said Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) officials on
Sunday.

“Three people including a
woman died in landslide inci-
dents at Haflong area in Dima
Hasao district on Saturday,” the
Authority was quoted as saying
by ANI on Saturday. Their bodies
were recovered on Sunday.

According to a bulletin issued
by ASDMA on Sunday evening,
no fresh deaths were reported on
Sunday. Seven districts of the
state were hit by floods and over
25,000 people affected.

“...Besides Dima Hasao, flood-
ing was reported from five other
districts of the state, but the situ-
ation there is not as bad,” said
GD Tripathi, CEO, Assam State
Disaster Management Authority.

A special advisory issued by
Central Water Commission
(CWC) on Sunday stated that
Kopili river was flowing above
danger level at Kampur in
Nagaon district. Water level of
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District officials said that all national and state highways in Dima

Hasao district have been affected due torain and landslides P

Buridehing river in Tinsukia dis-
trict and Barak river in Cachar
district were also increasing, the
advisory said.

Seventeen trains were can-
celled/partially cancelled due to
damage to tracks and bridges at
26 locations on a 76-km stretch
in Dima Hasao district and two
trains were suspended, which
left thousands of passengers
stranded. Buses and helicopters
were pressed into service to res-
cue stranded people.

District officials said that all
national and state highways in
the district have been affected
due to rain and landslides and
there’s no electricity and internet
connectivity in many areas.

“Efforts to evacuate 1,245 pas-
sengers from the 15616 Silchar-
Guwahati passenger train

stranded at Ditokcherra is still
underway. While many crossed
a damaged bridge on foot and
were sent by another train to Sil-
char. Nearly 200 passengers who
were not in a position to cross
the bridge on foot are being air-
lifted by Indian Air Force heli-
copters,” informed Sabyasachi
De, CPRO, Northeastern Frontier
Railway (NFR) on Sunday.

According to Dima Hasao offi-
cials, 30 villages in the district
have been affected by rains and
landslides since May 13.

“Road communication
between Halflong and Ditok-
cherra and also between Ditok-
cherra and Silchar has been dis-
rupted. Efforts are underway to
repair roads,” Rikki B Phukan,
district disaster management
officer, Dima Hasao, said.
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India plans dam project as
China seeks to divert river

Swatl Luthra& Utpal Bhaskar
NEW DELHI

country's second-largest

damat Yingkiongin Aruna-
chal Pradesh to counter
China’sambitious water diver-
sion scheme of the river that
feeds downstream into the
Brahmaputra.

The proposed dam in the
upper reaches of Arunachal
will be able to store around 10
billion cu. m (BCM) of water,
Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said in an
interview. By storage, the
Indira Sagar damis the largest
inIndia at12.2 BCM.

The proposed dam is
expected toinvolve an invest-
ment ofaround 350,000 crore
and is part of the proposed
Upper Siang multi-purpose
storage project that will also
generate hydropower.

China’s 14th five-year plan
has proposed building a mas-
sive damover the Brahmaputra
river, known in China as the

I ndia plans to construct the
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Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat. MINT

Yarlung Tsangpo, a develop-
ment that has raised concerns
in Indiabecauseof the strategic
ramifications. India and China
relations have deteriorated
after troops clashed along the
Himalayan border, killing 20
Indian soldiers in June 2020.
Water in the lean season in
the Brahmaputra comes from
melting snow in the moun-
tains on the Tibetan plateau.
India’s plan involvesreleasing
water from the dam to main-
tain water security in case

China builds structures to
divert water. Also, in the case
of China releasing water from
its upperreaches, such adam
will also help in storing water
to prevent floods.

Inresponse to aquery about
China’s plans to build hydroe-
lectricity projects on the Great
Bend, right above Indian terri-
tory, where the Brahmaputra
takesa U-turn, Shekhawat said,
“We have planned a project for
its mitigation in Yingkiong for
constructing adam in the upper
reaches of Arunachal Pradesh,
And probably that is going to be
one of India’s largest dams. We
will hold water in that and will
release it in the lean season
when there is no rainfall to pro-
vide us (water) security.”

While run-of-the-river
(RoR) projects harness the
river'sseasonal [lows o gener-
ate electricity, reservoir pro-
jects involve storing water,
which addresses therisks asso-
ciated with seasonal changes

TURN TO PAGE 4
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in thenatural flow andavaila-
bility of river water. Of the
eightriver basins in Arunachal
Pradesh, Subansiri, Lohit, and
Siang are of strategic impor-
tance as they arecloser to the
horderwith China,

“Dams don't only serve the
irrigation purposeorto gener-
ateelectricity; theyalsoactasa
mitigationcushionto prevent
floods. Say, if ever from the
upper reaches, there is water
release, eventhen wewill have
a cushion to control release
that water,” Shekhawatadded.

According to Indian plan-
ners, precipitation in China

contributesonly 7% tothe flow
of three tributaries of the
Brahmaputra—Subansiri,
Siang and Lohit—that origi-
nate in China,

“Brahmaputra river has a
huge quantum of 500 BCM
(billion cubic metres) of water
flowing into it. Of this, more
than 75% comes from our
catchment area. That's the
reasonwhy weare notaffected
byitalot. Butinthe non-mon-
soon season, when the river
getswater from snowmelt, we
don'thavewaterinour catch-
ment area. Soifthey canstruct
adam and divert waterin the
non-monsoonseasons, then it
will have an impact from

Afile photo of a bridge onriver Loht, a tributary of Brahmaputra
thatisof strategicimportance nearIndia’s border with China,

Arunachal Pradesh to Bangla-
desh. Earlier they (China) had
saidthey were not doing any-
thing Laterthey said that they
are constructing run-of-the-

river hydroelectric projects.
Andnowthere isevidence that
perhaps they canalsoworkon
water transfer,” Shekhawat

Ofthe 2,880km length of the
river Brahmaputra, 1,625km is
in Tibet, 918km in India, and
337km in Bangladesh. Of the
total catchment area of
580,000 sq. km, 50% lies in
Tibet, 34% inIndia, and the bal-
anceinBangladeshand Bhutan.

“We have got clarity on
other things. There is some
small resistance at the local
level, which the Arunachal
government is working on.
Thetotal cost must be around
150,000 crore. Cost isimma-
terial. It should be con-
structed,” Shekhawat said.

The total hydropower gen-
eration potential of India’s
North-Eastern states, and

Bhutan, is about 58 gigawatt
(GW).Ofthis, Arunachal alone
accounts for 50.328GW, the
highestin India.

Experts said China’s plans
may not have a major impact
onthe [ndian side,

“Whatever flow of Brahma-
putrariver happensin India, a
majority of it comes from the
rainfall that happens in the
Indian region. So the water
that China intends to use will
not have amajorimpact onthe
river on the Indian sie,” said
Anjal Prakash, research
director, Bharti Institute of
Public Policy at the Indian
School of Business, Hydera-
had.



‘We are determined to complete Jal Jeevan Mission by end of 2024

NEWDELHI

he commaodity supercy-
Tcle has impacted the

roll-out of the govern-
ment's flagship scheme to
connectevery household with
tap water, the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion, Given that the marquee
stheme, to be completed by
2024 holdsthe key to helping
the BIPsecure athird consec-
utivevictory inthe Lok Sabha
polls, & committee has been
constituted to find out asolu-
tiontorestart thestalled work,
Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said in an
interview. Edited excerps:

India has witnessed a

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Mint- 16- May-2022

severe heatwave, Interms

ofdrinking waterscarcity,
how bad s the situation?
We have witnessed
improvements with the Jal
Jeevan Mission, Thecoverage
ofdrinking waerat household

level hasimproved from 16%t0.

4%, Also, 33% of new house-
holds have started receiving
water, which has helped
relievesome pressure, Thetap
connections under this mis-
sion are called Functional
Household Tap Connection
(FHTC). The functionality
means quality water, and
quantity means at least 53
litresofwater per day per per-

son along with regularity. If
the three metricsare met, the
connection will be considered
functional. Through this

ing 100% waterconnections in
areas such as Bundelkhand,
whase 1| districts used to be
extremelywater scarce, Simi-
larlyindroughtprone areasof
Telangana, the challenges
have been met States such as
Bihar today have more than
93% of households with run-
ning tapwater. The schemeis
under progress and we are
determined to complete the
project by the end of 2024,
Whatare the challenges?
Theinflationin commaodity
prices is a huge impediment
because it has affected the
tenders and ultimately the
work, Therise inpricesof steel

schemeweareclose toreach- | and plastic has affected the

costsolpipes, whichwerepre- | with which the project was
viouslyavailable at 50%ofthe | progressing, We have con-

current costs. Becauseof  , structed a committee to
the price rise, resolve such
the contracts issues under
;‘}m‘?dhw' Throughthisscheme ~ the S;,hﬂ"'f
1er ave mansiip o
become unyi- we.aredosem thesecrelary,
able for the  reaching100%water  Jal Shakti
concession-  connectionsinareas  and Waler
ers. We con- teioae ot RESOUICES.
ducted a SUChBS(ﬂ d|str|c!5|n) Wehavealso
meeting to BU'nddkhalnd- instituted a
address this Gajendra Singh technical
issue. While Shekhawat — compittee
1ew tenders Minister, Jal Shakti where along
have been with the sec-

issued, but the projects with | retary, we haveadditional sec-
old tenders have stopped, | retaries from states, engineer-
which has affected the speed | ingchiefsand concessioners,

Which are the better per-
forming states?

Thefirststate toreach 100%
status was Goa, followed by
Telangana,and Haryana, Mad-
hyaPradesh, Gujarat, Punjab,
are doing exceptionally well
There are 12 states that are
movingtowardsthe 100%sta-
s,

Three states and three
Union Territories have
achieved 100% status, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim
are above the 90% mark,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Arun-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Mizoram, Jammu and Kash-
mir, are between the 60-70%
mark,
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