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PALLA PROJECT
HELPED INCREASE
GROUNDWATER
LEVEL, SAYS ATISHI

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Water minister
Atishi on Wednesday said that
north Delhi’s Palla floodplain
project has been successful for
the fourth consecutive year and
has increased up to 1.2 metres of
groundwater level. Atishi was
inspecting the underground
water reservoir and floodplain
recharge project in Palla.

The government is also estab-
lishing an 8 million gallon per
day (MGD) capacity reservoir in
Palla. During the inspection, the
minister directed officials to con-
clude the pending work
promptly and initiate the opera-
tion of this reservoir, a statement
from the government said.

The Palla floodplain extends
around 25km of the Yamuna
north of Wazirabad, and con-
tains aquifers that are perennial
sources of drinking water for
Delhi. The reservoir project is
designed to recharge the city’s
groundwater table by harvesting
floodwaters from the Yamuna
during the monsoon season by
increasing the percolation rate
of groundwater. The minister
said that the pond has recharged
740 million gallons of ground-
water in 2022-23.

The project spans 40 acre, fea-
turing a pond on 26 acre to col-
lect floodwater to enhance
groundwater levels in Delhi. A
Delhi Jal Board official said that
the objective of the project is to
accumulate floodwater to
enhance the groundwater level.
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As a result of the borth-
east nonsoon gaining
strength, the storage lev-
els in the key reservoirs
which supply water to the
city stood at 72.45 per cent,
higher than the level in
the same period last year.
According to Metrowater,
the storage is recorded as
9,579 million cubic feet
(mcft), while it was 8,772
mcft during the corre-
sponding period last year.

The Chembarambakkam
reservoir is almost full
with 3,130 mcft against a
total capacity of 3,645
mcft. It had 2,835 mcft stor-
age in the same period last
year.

The officials with the
water resources depart-
ment (WRD) said that
though the water level is
down in reservoirs com-
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City reservoirs have 72% water,
Chembarambakkam almost full

“There is no
situation so far in
releasing additional
water. We still have
at least 2 ft more
storage capacity”

pared to last year, there is
enough water storage to
cater to the demands of
city residents. "There is no
situation so far in releas-
ing additional water. We
still have at least 2 ft more
storage capacity. We are
getting Krishna water
from Andhra Pradesh. If
there will be a good mon-
soon season, there will be
copious rainfall in catch-
ment areas. We will be
forced to release more
water only if the capacity
breaches, said a senior
official.

However, the water level
in Redhills reservoir did
not witness any increase

and the official stated that
water will not be dis-
charged now. The WRD
had discharged water
from Poondi on September
25 and the outflow gradu-
ally decreased due to less
rainwater in the catch-
ment area.

In November last year,
Poondi reservoir had 1,544
mecft of water, and now it
has 1,862 mcft.
Cholavaram has 636 mcft
compared to 404 mcft last
year. Red Hills had 2,794
mcft and has come down
to 2,745 mecft.
Kannankottai
Thervoykandigai had 500
mcft last year and 433 mcft
Now.

The cumulative storage
of Red Hills and
Chembarambakkam
reservoirs currently is
5,671 mecft against total
capacity of 6,876. These
two reservoirs meet near-

ly 600 million litres of
water a day of
total requirement in the
city.

V. Santhanam, a social
activist, says during the
monsoon season every
year Chembarambakkam
reservoir releases water to
prevent deluge.

“But there is no mecha-
nism for saving water
once it is released. It
drains into the sea
through the Adyar river.
The sudden release of
water from
Chembarambakkam will
result in flooding in the
city especially in south
Chennai. The government
should interlink the lakes
of south Chennai suburbs.
Thiruneermalai,
Pallavaram,
Chitlapakkam,Sembakka
m and Kilkattalai lakes
are still there despite few
encroachments, he said.
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