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Jal Jeevan Mission remains a pipe dream

In Mahoba district of Uttar Pracesh, which has seen a dramatic spike in official tap water connections under the Central scheme, residents say they
only have pipes, not taps, and there is often no actual supply of water flowing through them: officials say the shortcomings will be rectified by Now.

MAHORA

n Independence
Day, 2019, the wa-
terstarved Maho-
ba district In south-eastern
Uttar Pradesh reported on-
Iy 1,612 households with
tap connections.,  Four
years Liter, 1,29.209 house-
holds - or about 58% of all
rural homes in the district
have water connectlons,
secording to the public
dashboard of the Jal Jeevan
Mission (M), the Centre’s
136 lakh crore scheme
that alms to provide piped
water w every village
home by 2024,

Mo other district In Indla
has reported such a dra-
muatic increase in tap con-
nections. However, a visit
tor somme of the villages here
suggests that a household
certified as “connected” in
JIM parlance does not al-
ways mean one with an pe

tual wazer supply.

Claim versus reality

Even in villages officially
certified as having 100%
covernge of funcrional hou-
sehold @p  connections
(FHTC), many households

do not actually have taps.
Some do have taps, but are
not getting any water
through them; even in the
best case scenario, such
households get no more
than two hours of water.

According  t©  the
scheme’s definitions, an
FHTC household is one
where at least 55 litres of
potable Water per person i
day is made available w ev-
ery household.

A senior official in the
district administration pold
The Hindu that in 100 out
of the 398 villages in the
district, eligible household
tap connections had been
fully connected with run-
ning water supply. Howey-
er the [IM's official dash-
board reports thar all 385
villages have a “100% hou-
sehold tap connection”,

All of these households
are included in Uttar Pra-
desh's official claim of 1.6
crore  households which
have functional tap con-
nections, up from 5.1 lakh
households in 2009, con-
veying the impression that
they all have access (o tap
water. The Stare has re-
ported a dramatic surge of
such tap connections in

Wide pap: A resiclent flling water from o well ot Luhan village in
Wahoba district of Uttar Pradesh. Sy iusias priamase

the past two years; they
make up about 6% of the 13
crore rural households in
the country connected 1o
Lap Waler.

Charkhari (one of four
blocks in the district) has
48 villages with 24,007
households, each of which
s been marked as having
a tap connection. Resi-
denis of Asthaun, a village
with 420 households,
gripe that only hall the
households have taps and
no water actually fows
through them. Noting that
half the village is in a low-
Ilving area, resident Sunil
Tiwari says that without a
submersible pump, which

“only the rich could af-
Tord ™, waster simply did not
make it 0 most houses,
The village is suill reliant on
groundwater from hand-
pumps for domestic drink-
U Urpurses.

Supply challenges
In Luhari village, whose
25 houses have all been

head) Bhan Singh told The
Hindu that most of the
houses have pipes, while
the metal taps are present
in a “few houses™, Here,
oo, the challenge is water
supply. His own house ne-
lies on groundwater drawn

from a borewel,

In the Kunmata village of
the adjoining Panwari
block as well, all 185 house-
holds have been marked as
having a household tap
connection. However, con-
versations with villagers
and visits to some of their
residences - suggest that
many houses do not even
have the pipes, let alone
the taps, that have been
promised as pan of the Har
Ghar Jal scheme., Many of
the acoess roads into the
village have been deaved
to install the central pipe-
line that is expecoed to
bring in water from the
NEarest waler reservoir,
but the plpeline isell s sull
missing.

Women here continue
to walk 1o the several hand-
pumps or to the village
well to draw water, Water-
scarce Mahoba has histori-
cally relied on lakes and
ponds for irrigadon, but
the region’s racky sub-sur-
face means that perennial
sources of groundwater
are few. The Har Ghar Jal
mission’s overarching aim
s towean villagers off their
dependence on groundwa-
ter and handpumps, and

imstead provide piped wa-
ter sourced from dams and
rivers, Given that such wa-
ter is often contaminated,
the Mahoba administration
has commissioned five
large  water  treatment
plants that will draw in wa-
ter from some of the large
reservoirs in the district,
treat them, and then sup-
ply them as piped water to
households. “These treat-
ment plants are in various
stages of commissioning
and the water i frequently
tested for purity,” said Pu-
bair Baig, Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, Mahoba,
“If the water quality
doesn't meet standards,

supply is stopped for clean-
=

He sald that a major
challenge of the mission
Wils commissioning pipes
that ran for hundreds of ki-
lometres over undulating
terrain, given that a crack
or leak can cause disrup-
tions in supply. He added
that the State had set isell
a deadline of ironing out all
the creases and having
“full water supply” by
2024; in Mahoba itself, the
deadline is November this
VEr,
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Paddy lifts kharif acreage above
2022 level; pulses, oilseeds fall

PujaDas
puja.das@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

harif sowing exceeded
K the levels of last year led

by a surge in paddy
while pulses and oilseeds fell,
at atime the erratic south-west
monsoon has cast a shadow
over this year's sowing and
harvest.

According to data released
by the agriculture ministry on
Friday, total kharif planting
until 15 September was up
3.6% from the previous year to
touch 109.5 million hectares
(mh).

Paddy cultivation jumped
10.8% from last year to 40.9
mh, while pulses fell 6.6% to
12.1mh, including a 2.6% dip in
tur (pigeon peaorarhar)anda
0.7% decrease in urad (black

Erratic rain has cast a shadow
over this year's sowing. HT

gram) to 4.3 mh and 3.2 mh,
respectively.

Area under oilseed cultiva-
tion fell as well, down by 2.1%
t019.2mh.

While the sowing of

groundnut declined by L.5%to
+.3mh, sunflowercrop planta-
tions fell by L.3% to 700,000

hectares.

However, farmers have
accelerated the sowing of soy-
bean, a major kharifcrop, cov-
ering12.6 mh, up 1.3% from last
year.

Sowing of coarse cereals was
up L6%. Maize sowing rose
2.5% to 8.4 mh, while bajra
increased slightly to 7.1 mh.
However, sowing of jowar and
ragi fell L5% to L 4mhand 0.5%
to 885,000 hectares, respec-
tively.

Similarly, cotton crop
plantation fell 4.1% to 12.3
mbh. Inthe case of sugarcane,
sowing went up 4.3% to
nearly 6 mh.

Though rainfall country-
wide improved in the past
week from August, the driest
monsoon month in 122 years,

TURN TO PAGE 13

Paddy lifts kharif
acreage this year

FROM PAGE 16

itstill lags 9% at 723.2 mm till
15 September since 1 June.

The June-September
monsoon season drives a big
chunk of India’s $3 trillion
economy, bringing nearly
75% of the country’s annual
rains, crucial for agriculture
and for replenishing reser-
voirs and aquifers and meet-
ing power demand. Over half
of India’s arable land is rain-
fed, and agriculture isamong
the biggest employment gen-
erators.

Good rain over the past
week has improved levels in
major reservoirs, now at 23%
below the previous year’slev-
els and 12% lower than the
10-vear average.

Asof Thursday, the gap has
reduced by 3% from the past
week.

In the week ended

Wednesday, India recorded a
precipitation of49.5 mm, 16%
above the long-period aver-
age. Higher water levels are
critical for the agriculture
sector, with farmers relying
significantly on reservoirs for
irrigation.

Data from the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
showed that waterlevel in 150
reservoirs is currently at
117.699 billion cubic metres
(bem), or 66% of their overall
capacity. Although there has
been a slight uptick since last
weelk, it pales in comparison
with the same period last year
and the 10-year average,
when storage was at 153.086
bem and 133.177 bem, respec-
tively.

“Thestorage in the 150 res-
ervoirs is presently at 77% of
the same period’s storage last
year and 88% of the ten-year
average,” the CWC reported.
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Tur belt farmers brace for heavy
losses as erratic rains threaten crops

Drinking water crisis in
districts; cattle affected

VITTAL SHASTRI
KALABURACH DHNS

he spatio-temporal
I variation of rainfall has
wreaked havoe for the
farmers of the tur belt. Farmers
of Kalyana Karnataka are grap-
pling with cropwilting due toa
below par monsoon in June and
August. Most regions are siill
experiencing drought despite
briefspells of rain.

Farmers have sowed tur
cropson 5.83 lakh hectaresout
ofthetotal .56 lakh hectaresof
farmland in Kalaburagidistrict.
Kalaburagi experienced a few
days of incessant showers in
July. But the district had seen
anoverall 82% deficitin rainfall
in August. This has resulted in
a reduced moisture content in
the black cotton soil of the re-
gion, even manifesting in wide
hissures.

Even though the rain last
week has revived several crops

Drotight
like maize, sugarcane and sun-
flower, furmers claim that vield
and the quality of crops maynot
meet the mark as erratic rain-
fall has had an impact on the
roots of the plants.

“I'have grovmtur crop on five
acresand it wason the verge
drying up. Now heavy showers
have damaged the standing
crop. | may hardly get a yield
of 2 quintals per acre against
the expected five quintals. I
am struggling to get back the
Rs 25,000, I had invested in
sowing thecrop,” laments Man-

y, a farmer from Ga-
dikeshwar village in Chincholi
taluk,

Similarly, in Bidar, Yadgir
and Raichur districts, jowar,
cereals and pulse crops are
wilting due to a below-normal

A farmer clearing the withered maize
village of Koppal taluk. oH proTO

rainfall since June.

The irrigation consultative
committee has already com-
menced the release of water

of ona rota basis until November

11 from the Narayanpur reser-
voir. The reservoir had received
good inflow from Maharashtra
dams

Farmersonthe til-end have
expressed resentment overthe
water not reaching them. The
dam hasatotal command area
of Glakh hectares.

Ballari, Koppal and Vi-
jayanagar districts are facing
drinking water problems,
affecting even cande. Almost
75% of the crops in these dis-
tricts have dried up due to the

. ot -

inAlavandi

monsoon failure.,

“I have grown chilly, ur and
maize on five acres. | have ap-
pealed to the tahsildar to sup-
ply fodder asour haystack stock
has diminished due to the fail-
ure of crops. But, the officials
claimed thatthey will take mea-
sures in this regard only if the
slate government Announces
our taluk as drought-hiv” said
Shivue Nandihal, the farmer
of Jageer Nandihal village in
Lingasgur taluk of Raichur
district. The taluk wasdeclared
drought-hit on Thursday.

The government has
declared 38 of the 48 aluks
as drought-hit in the
seven districts of Kalyana

Karnataka region.
Tungabhadra reservoir

| assistant executive engineer

Basappa Jankar said that the
dam has about 71.4 tmcft of
waler at present, against the
full capacity of 105.788 tmefc

He explained that a total
of 30 tmeft of water has been
released to irrigation canals
from August 3. There would be
a shortfall of at least 25 tmcfr
inregular water supply for the
following two months to save
the paddy crop grown in four
districts. He claimed that wa-
ter can be supplied only to 5.5
lakh hectares though the dam
has a command area of 9.26
lakh hectares. “This is due to
violation of crop patterns by
farmers,” he said.

“The government has de-
clared all 1 taluksin Kalaburag
distret asdrought-hit following
82% deficit rainfall in August,
Moreover, the farmers will get
merely 25-30% yield in turand
red gram crops. We will submit
apreliminaryreportabout crop
damage to the government,
The final report will be given
after assessment of the loss
suffered by the farmers and it
willtake sometime,” Kalabura-
giagriculture department joint
director Samad Patel said.
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