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Capital shivers at 12.9°C,

coldest Dec d

ay in 16 years

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER16

THE MAXIMUM temperature in
Delhi dropped to 12.9 degrees
Celsius, 10 degrees below nor-
mal and the lowest December
temperature in 16 years. Cold
winds lashed the city and a

dense cloud cover, owing toan

active western disturbance that
has brought widespread snow
to Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, persisted through-
out the day making Delhi shiver.

The last time temperature
slipped to this extent was on
December 25, 2003, when the
maximum temperature was
recorded at 12.3 degrees Celsius.

On Monday morning, dense
fog was observed in Delhi. The
difference between the mini-
mum temperature, which is
recorded in the early morning
hours, and the maximum tem-
perature, recorded between 1.30
pm and 4 pm, was just 2.7 de-
grees Celsius. This was two de-
grees above normal and is attrib-

Te-1+

 THE WEEK AHEAD

Cold day
Moderate fog

Rain or thundershowers

uted to a dense cloud cover that
trapped heat overnight.

“Most parts of North West
India saw a very dense and low-
hanging cloud cover Monday,
which persisted throughout the
day,” said RK Jenamani, director-
in-charge, IMD Palam centre.

According to forecasts, tem-
perature on Tuesday is also ex-
pected to be well below normal.

“Tuesday is expectedto seea
mainly clear sky. Moderate fog is
expected in the morning. Severe
cold conditions are expected in

afew places. The temperature is
expected to be between 7 de-
grees and 14 degrees Celsius,”
the official forecast issued by
IMD said. <

The lowest maximum tem-
perature ever was 11.2 degrees
Celsius, which was recorded on
December 28, 1973.

The air quality in the city was
moderate Monday, an improve-
ment from the ‘poor’ category
Sunday. The prime reason for this
was slightly better wind speed,
SAFAR officials said.
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Court takes note of
unsafewater report

CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 16
The Punjab and Haryana
High Court today issued
notice to the state govern-
ment after taking cogni-
sance of a letter forwarding
a news report “Ground
water unsafe for drinking in
state” carried in these
columns on November 18.

The matter was treated as
suo motu or “court on its
own motion” case by the
Division Bench of Chief
Justice Ravi Shanker Jha
and Justice Rajiv Sharma
after a reader, KS Nagra,
forwarded the news report
to the High Court. The
report, among other things,
stated that the groundwater
contamination in the state
had reached alarming pro-
portions. While the Majha
region had high arsenic
contamination, Doaba was
afflicted by selenium and
groundwater in Malwa has
high uranium content.

The report was based on the
ﬁndmgs of a recent research

conducted by physicist Hard-
ev Singh Virk. The study
pointed out how Punjab was
facing a crisis situation due to
high levels of heavy metals
and uranium in groundwater.
The research was based on
the findings of the Punjab
Water Supply and Sanitation
Department report, which
had collected samples from

2,080 habitations.

The matter has been
tagged along with another
writ petition filed in 2010 by

Brijinder Singh Loomba ——

against the Union Govern-
ment and other respon-
dents and will come up for -
further hearing in J: anuary
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