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Tried to mediate

onSYL,butHry,Pb

unyielding: Centre

RaviSSinea ‘T~ \‘}( \

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 16
The government informed

' . the Rajya Sabha today that

in a follow-up to the
Supreme Court’s directive,
it tried to mediate between
the governments of
Haryana and Punjab to

_thrash out a mutually

acceptable solution to the
ticklish Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal issue, but failed.

Responding to a supple-

mentary by Congress mem- -

ber Kumari Selja, Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said the
two states refused to arrive
on a “middle ground”. “We
have apprised the Supreme

~ Court, which had asked the

Centre to explore for a mid-
dle ground between the two
states,” Shekhawat said.
The minister’s statement
was in response to a pointed
question by Selja on the
steps taken by the govern-
ment to resolve the issue of
SYL canal, which was
meant to provide water to
presently parched areas of
south Haryana, where
groundwater had depleted.
He said the National
Green Tribunal had ordered
that drinking water supply

WHAT TOP COURT SAID

B The Supreme Court had
given directions to both
Punjab and Haryana to

- resolve the SYL canal issue

®The matter has been
pending for decades as
Punjab is not willing to
share its waters with
neighbouring Haryana

B The SC had earlier direct-
ed construction of the SYL
canal to link the waters of
the Sutlej with the Yamuna
for transfer of waters to
Haryana, especially the
southern area of the state

should be provided to a vil-
lage in Rewari district in
the matter of Raghunath
Singh versus Union of
India and others.

As reported by the Public

. Health Engineering Depart-

ment, Haryana, drinking.
water supply had been pro-
vided to Chirhara village in
Rewari district through a
tube well installed near the
Jalalpur distributor, the
minister stated.

He said the Central

Ground Water Board and
State  Ground = Water
Department had jointly car-
ried out estimation of the
Dynamic Ground Water
Resources of India.
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~ Unseasonal rain wreaks

ooooooo

Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com
ToT. 17
New Delhi: “We may escape
coronavirusbutnottheimpact
of the other disaster (unsea-
sonal rains and hailstorms)
which struck us last week,”
said Subhash Chaudhary, who,
likeotherfarmersinthenorth,
suffered heavy damage to
standing crops on Saturday
even as 31 districts of Uttar
Pradesh faced the wrath of the
weather thismonth.
Unseasonalrains and hail-
stormshave,sofar, affectedra-
bi (winter sown) crops on 4
lakh hectares of land in north
Indiawith UPthe worst-hittill
Saturday. Besides UP, a few
districts of Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan too have borne
the impact. “State govern-
ment will provide compensa-

_havoc on N India farmers

tion only after crop loss esti-
mation. Many farmers will
have nothing to survive on till
then,” Chaudhary told TOI.
Though the exact extent of
damage is still unclear, offi-
cials in the agriculture minis-
try said preliminary reports
from the ground suggest loss-
es of up to 90% for vegetables,
70% formustard and upto60%
for wheat and potatoes in cer-
taindistrictsin north-west In-
dia. Muzaffarnagar, Mathura,
Ghaziabad, Gautam Budh Na-
garand Aligarhareamongthe
31 districts which faced heavy
damage in western UP.
TheIMDhaspredictedrain-

' fallinOdisha, West Bengal, Sik-

kim, Jharkhand Chhattisgarh,

east Madhya Pradesh and Vi-

darbha(Maharashtra).
Fullreportonwww.toi.in
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‘Assam Tribune, Guwahati

Centre clears 52
Master Plans of

NE river basins

SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, March 16:
The Centre has cleared 52
Master Plans of River Basins
of Northeast region, includ-
ing main stem of Brahmapu-
tra and Barak rivers pre-
pared by the Brahmaputra
Board for implementation of
its recommendations by re-
spective State governments.

The control of floods and
erosion 1s also part of rec-
ommendations, said Minis-
ter of State for Jal Shakti
Rattan Lal Kataria in a Rajya
Sabha reply.

The Minister of State for
Jal Shakti said that every year
Assam, Manipur and other
Northeast region suffer loss-
es due to heavy rains and
flood. Flood management

being a State subject,
schemes for flood manage-
ment and erosion control are
formulated and implement-
ed by the State govern-
ments. The Centre plays ad-
visory, catalytic and promo-
tional role.

In addition, the Govern-
ment of India has also re-
leased funds to Assam, Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Mizoram and
Nagaland under the Flood
Management Programme in
the last four financial years
for execution of their flood
management schemes.

Further, as a soft measure,
the Government of India
through Central Water Com-
mission issues flood forecasts
for Northeast States which
facilitates them to manage
the flood, he added.
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