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\ine vears after green panels directions, Yamuna floodplain vet to be demarcated

Nikhil M Babu
KEW DELH

The process of physical de
marcation of the Yamung's
foodplain - & baske sep to
help Identy and protect
the sensitive - ecosystem
fromenroachment - s sl
Incomplete desple court
ander.

While the Dedhd govern
ment had clalmed fn sub-
misslons fo the Nathonal
Green  Tribunal
iver)  that
“I00%" plyst
ol demarcy
tion of a mz
Jor sietch of
he Yammas
Hoodpln 1n
the ity s beer
dane, visls o the
sites In question and Inter-
Views with offclals by The
Hindu have confrmed thai
TIAJor s persie.

Moraover, rine years af
ter the NGT asked authort
ties 1o Hently encroac
ments i the Aoadplan
s process, too, has not
e done, and was ot i
tated evem afte the devae
tattng July 20 floods tht
52 the Yamuna rise fo ure
precedented kevek. In fac,

izgel permanent congiru:

fons on the foodplain have
only grown since e NGT's
directions n & Endmark
Judgment In 2013, accond-
ing o atest safellte Imags,

“Temarcation of 2 flood-
plin ks ot rocket sclence.
IF¥t & not beng done des-

ple court orders, it & be-
catse of the dishoned n- |
tentlons ofturecrateand

thepremmentsExecuthe |

wing,"sa] Shashl Shekbr,
former Secretaryaf the M-

mistry of Water Resoure-
&, River Develop-
ment and Gang
Rejvenation. He
atded that there

Y floadplan. “Ths

cannct happen without
the connlvance of officals
and poltickns”

Rising encroachment

Encroachment i the
floodplen intenstied Inthe
19905, with several llegal
eolonies mushraoming an
the slie. Over the years,
multiple  developmental
projects, such & the Com-
mamwealh Games Village,
the Yamuna Bank Meira
Station, and the Delhl Se-
etarit, were also con-

=

structedl on the foadplain.
After the 2015 judgment
In 2 case filed by ex-F5 of
fer Mang) Mistra, the
NGT formed the ‘Mall se
Nirme| Yrmna (From Dir
ty 10 Clean Yamna) Revt
telsaflon Plan, 2007, with
the It ko restore the v
' foodplanto s el
statoby March 3, 2007
The WCTs judgment,
waring of “prave amdrodt
menta] dissters”, had
rected the el Develog-
ment Authordty (DA - 3
civic body administered by
the Centre - to phystcally
demarcate the entire flood:
plin, and profbled any
construction n the demar-
cated area. Buf the DDA

l'hm:uhuT»:mﬂummdmdﬂnndplainmtﬁgjurr'dmhnhhmunnfﬂnﬁ.%ﬂ-m

mised the deadlne

‘Demarcation done’
However, from Apell 2021,
the Delhl - povernment,
based om the submisslons
mads fo £ by the D04, has
been claiming In diferen
reports o the Centre and
the NGT that physical de-
marcation of the foodplin
fies been completed from
Waribad t altpur.
*100% work for demar-
cation of foodplan has
been completed. 391 bol
bk marked with cPS
coordinats, 375 g pasts,
anid 27 stgbaards for the
entlre stretch from Waria-
bad Barrage o Jltpur ave
been Inctalled” stated a re-

port submitt] by the el
puvemment o the NGT on
Diecember 12, 205,

But when The Hindu o
sited diferent parts of the
fioodplain from Warirabad
o Jaltpur, the ballards
coud ot be found In many
e,

“The demarcation his
been done from Werirahad
to Ohla, but s ot een
completed from Okl o
Jaltpur. Mozt of the flood:
Pl n el does ot e
long b the DA, 50 to come
plete the process, we wil
have to do & Jolnt exercise
wiih the el govern-
ment," DA oficer sald.

Al Batla House, too, the
demarration could not be

found except for one bol
Brd.  DDAappomted
puards at the sie sald they
fed nat seen any mare bk
bands. “The ptysial demar-
cation ias mat been com-
plted here due o pending
cour cases,” anather DDA
ofic] sakd

Patental lssues remaln
umaddressed even In the
sivetchies which are demar-
cated, multiple  officil
siurces obd The Hind.

The minutes of  meet-
ing of the Frincipel Com-
mitae- 3 panel appointed
by the NGT to monltor the
Implementaton of 15 2015
Jodgment - o Jawary W,
022 s Ehat etes were
ralsed about the demarcs-
fhon already done by the
I, 1t was poned ot 1o
fhie D04 that the bollards
fe by them at some arese
excladed a large part of the
floodplain and a meeting
was supested fo dlecuss
tha. B the mesting never
feppened,” said & Ceniral
governenint afic], he -
formation was confirmed
by asacond saurce.

The NGT's direction b
Wentfy  encrogchments
and suggest recommendz-
thons for demollton, too,
was ot dome. *The Pringl-

pal Commiee was sup
posed to ensure the DDA
ld this, but it never hap-
pened”the officlel sld.

Delhi flonds
After the 2023 flads, the
NG toak suo moku cognl
sanice of 3 newspaper e
port and farmed another
commiitee headed by the
Chief Secretary I October
last year, The preen panels
directions b the new com
mittee echoed almost ex
actly what It had told the
Principl Commitee et
Years prioe - o physiclly
demarcate the Aoodplain
nd sugpest mesures fo T2
mive encroachments.

The new commttee wis
st 3 dadine of theee
months, bt the deadine
was missed, I Jnmary fhs
year, the committee ashed
for three more mons fo
comply with the NGT
directions.

“It was proving to be 2
dificult task to camy ow
these. directions, & he
DDA and Revens Depirt-
ment did not have proper
mas of the area In the re
quired farmat,” & Delhd o
vermment officta sld,

On March 21, the NGT db
rected the Delhl povern:

ment fo demarcate the
foodptain keeplng tn mind
e ik of lods that ocour
aonce every hundred years,
Earler, demarcation was
belng done based ona 25
year flood requency. The
i directon wilvesultIn
2 much larger area belng
fermed a5 foodplan,
“We wil have o make
fhie maps agan, and then
demarcate he foadplain”
the ofict] sid. “It would
fake much more time.”

More construction
v 2 the new commiee
simugples to fdmify and re-
mive encroachments inthe
floodladn, severa new con-
structions could be seen [n
Jlepur,Kew Usmanpur and
Gart Mandu. At Jaiipur,
fhere were unreds of e
gl constructions which
siretched even beyond the
D bordr,

A shopkeeper f Jlpur
st the change had hap-
pened right before s ey,

“Twenty years &g, there
were only five or tn honses

on the floadplan. But over
the years, a whole cokny
Fas developed there, Con
structon can happen i you
pey the right people; he
sald, s vete trafin off.
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:]1 Singh
Nagaur

Farmers' anger, which reflec-
ted i the ouster of the Ashok
(Gehlet government around
four months ago in the 2023
assembly elections, still
sists in Rajasthan,
wheat harvesting is currently
under way, All 25 Lok Subha
seats i the State goto pollsin
the first and second phase on
Aprl 19 and Apdl 26
respectively.

Though agriculture and its
related sectors contribute 28.9
percent of the GSDP of 1799
lnkh crore and more than 63
percent oftotal householdsin
the State are directly linked to
it, the wrariin commundty
aross parliamentary  con-
stituencies  collectively  ex-
press their frustration over
the severe water crisis, inabil-
ity to get MSP for wheat,
spices, and other crops, and
costly diesel and mur
Ance compensation.
it has a bearing on Tl'u:'Lr
income.

Ramswarup Singh, a 67-
vear-old farmer in Barbara vil-
Tage of Alwar LS seat, laments
that the water table in his area
as receded toa depth of 600
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Rajasthan’s water woes hit farming hard

DRY AND DESPERATE. Lack of crop insurance, fair MSP add to crisis; agrarian communities across constituencies express their frustration

PARCHED DREAMS. Savere water crisis and lack of a proper water distribution network have
warsened the desert State’s plight during the wheat season s muss s

feet. “We don't have water for

drlﬂlﬂlﬁ" and farming, Farm-
ing has utnmdfﬁuﬂt
and too costly...there s now-
ter and the rainfall pattem in
our desert has also become er-
ratic.” the farmer of four chil-
dren belonging to the village
dominated by Gujars sl

A few kilometres away in
Puthia village, which con-
nects Bharatpur L3 sear to the
oining  Abmr _ i,
Sandegp Kumar Saini has the
same concerns. “The tap wa-
Tt comes once in ten davs we

have to goa distance to collect
water even for drinking, Our
crop yiekd has come down due
to water scarcity. There is no
canaltofeed our farmland,"he
lamented.

The of 765 lakh
ﬁmmﬂ State found 2
voicein Gothu Ram in Nagaur.
He said theyare not gettingan
adequate rate for their wheat
despite the government an-
nouncing increased MSP for
the farmers.

Interestingly after coming
to power in the Suare, RIP

Chief ~ Minister  Bhajanlal
Sharma announced in January
3 bomus of T125 on the wheat,
increasing! the MSP to 12,400
per quintel. The first-time
['M, Sharma, also stated then
that the government has de-
sided to increase the amount
under PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi in the State from 6,000
10t 000 annully,

But the agriculture pro-
s ae 0t g ood
market rates, laments Nathu
Ram, another farmer sitting
eside Gethu Ram at the Rajas

bus stand here, He said they
are hardly petring 26,000 per
quintal for dal ot the
market though the govern-
ment price 5 18000 per
quintal,  Likewise,  the
fenvarfu, (Chuster beang) u
vegetable, lsgmmgmmn]ust
35,100 per quintal, “Sacks of

fare lyingat myhouse
since we cannot meet the -
penses incurred at this price,”
hestated

THE CANAL CONUNDRUM
Meanwhile PM Narendra
Mod in his election campai
has alleged that the previous
in the
State the Easter Re-
g:rn Caral Project (ERCF)
is expected t water 13
districts of Rajsthan. He,
however, told that its Modi ki
puarantee’ that the canal pro-
ject will be executed in his
third term at affice
Former Congvess MP from
Abwar and ex-Union Minister
Bhamwar Jitendra Singh, who
& 4 Congress gon -
ary at peesent, accused the
Modi povernment of not hon-
ouring the promise on the wa-
ter project. Union Water Min-

ier - Raendra  Singh

ated hurdles m the mple-
mentation of the ERCF since
hethought the Geblot govern-
ment will gt the credit in the
elections, he wld
brustneseine,
it .
Ihmmﬁ-nimomftbtm-
pur-based NGO, South &sia
Bium.hmlnﬁ Centre, told
rter that politicians
dun't hvcrunmcprmmts
made during elections and
that Bgnrr]md isses that

iy iy

lmm&tlungm

Healsoagreed with farmers
ovier the need to have a water
distribution netwerk in Ra-
v o sl awi

Narmada water distribu-

tion network of Gujarat towet
our desert, missing since the
lest 40 years” l]uudhm)'
marked

In Rajasthan, polics di-
vides farmers an strong Khap
loyaltis, fragmenting possib

of having one common

identity. Pcdrapnha(mq:hma
wh‘,ﬁmmfailmmw&mr
voice emphatically at the na-
tional stage the way their
counterparts from Punjsh and
Huyana do, said Lawmi
Naraymn Meena, also a farmer,
anthegutskirs of Jipur,
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