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Unique extraction
wells for 24x7
water supply: Jain

New Delhi: Delhi government
is constructing unique extrac-
tion wells across the national ca-
pital to meet the water demand
for an ambitious 24x7 supply
project, water minister Satyen-
dar Jain said on Monday. He was
reviewing the project with se-
nior Delhi Jal Board officials.

“Initscommitment towards
bringing its promises to reality,
the government is leaving no
stone unturned to expedite the
project,” Jain said. He gave di-
rections to the officials for fast-
tracking the pending work.

A government official said
that the meeting was convened
to discuss the ongoing work of
underground reservoirs and to
review other pending work.

“All work related to undergro-
und reservoirs, boring, tubewells
and sewage treatment plants sho-
uld be completed in time so that
the objectives of Yamuna clea-
ning and 24x7 water supply can
be achieved. Local augmentation
should be done at underground
reservoirs wherever groundwa-
ter levels are high,” Jain said,

“RO systems, wherever re-
quired, will be installed along
with the tubewells to ensure
best quality of water for the pe-
ople,” he stated.
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Ganga also has economic

importance, people must
] s L]

help rejuvenate it: Thakur
New Delhi; Information and Broadcasting min-
ister Anurag Thakur on Monday said people
should contribute to the rejuvenation of Ganga,
adding that besides an emotional and spiritual
connect with all Indians, the holy river also has
economicsignificance.

He was speaking on the sidelines of a Prasar

Bharati event to launch the sec-
ond season Of ‘Rag Rag Mein
Ganga', a Doordarshan trav-
elogue, which is due to be aired
on DD National every Saturday
and Sunday from August2l.
- Exhorting everyone to turn
mission ‘Clean Ganga’ into a people’s movement,
Thakursaid, “Gau, Gita, Gayatriand Ganga are in-
tegral part of Indian culture, and they touch our
dailylife positively. Letusall cometogetheran con-
tribute towards rejuvenationof Ganga.”

The season of ‘Rag Rag Mein Ganga' compris-
es 26 episodes and will cover cultural, mythologi-
cal, historical and socic-economic details of the
Ganges whilecenteringthefocuson its ‘Nirmalta
(cleanliness)’ and ‘Aviralta (uninterrupted flow)’,
a Doordarshan official said. The travel series will
also establish the work being done by the Nation-
al Mission for Clean Ganga, Thakur also said
Doordarshan will become “the most-watched
channel” in the next three to four years, saying
the public broadcaster will focus on creating
right content to increase its viewers. tnn
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MP FLOOD LOSS
ESTIMATED AT
10,000 CR

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, AUG. 16

Madhya Pradesh gover-
nment has estimated the
losses to the properties
and infrastructure caus-
ed by the recent flash flo-
ods in Gwalior-Chambal
region at 10,000 crore,

The preliminary flood
damage assessment
report submitted by the
state government to the
Centre on Monday also
said that 36 people had
died due to wall collapse
at various places in the
flood-affected areas.

The report said that
standing crops in arou-
nd 1.5 lakh hectares in
the region have suffered
damages due to the flo-
ods. Almost 75 per cent
of crops in the region su-
ffered damages, the rep-
ort said. According to
the report, as many as
2,058 livestock animals
perished in the floods.
Similarly, 36,291 houses
suffered damages either
fully or partially, the
official survey found.

The damages caused to
bridges and roads have
been assessed at 207 cr
While six major bridges
were washed away in the
floods, more than 100 ro-
ads have been breached
at several places.
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RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, AUG. 16

Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment has estimated the
losses to the properties
and infrastructure caused
by the recent flash floods
in Gwalior-Chambal
region in the state at
210,000 crore.

The preliminary flood
damage assessment
report submitted by the
state government to the
Centre on Monday also
said that 36 people had
died due to collapse of
walls of their houses at
various places in the
flood-affected area.

The report said that
standing crops in around
1.5 lakh hectares in the
region have suffered dam-
age due to the floods.

Almost 75 percent of
crops in the region had
suffered damages, the
report submitted by the
state revenue department
said.

According to the report,
as many as 2,058 livestock
animals had perished in
the floods.

Similarly, 36,291 houses
have suffered damages
either fully or partially,
the official survey found.

- THE PRELIMINARY
flood damage assessment
report submitted by the
state government to the
Centre on Monday also
said that 36 people had
died due to collapse of
walls of their houses at
various places in the
flood-affected area

The damages caused to
the bridges and roads
have been assessed at 2207
crore.

While six major bridges
were washed away in the
floods, more than 100
roads have been breached
at several places.

The floods have also
caused damages to more
than 5000 government
properties in the region.

Chief minister Shivraj
Singh  Chouhan  has
already announced to
sanction 6,000 each to
the families who have
been rendered homeless
due to damages to their
houses to help them
rebuild their houses by
staying in rented accom-
maodations.

He has also declared
that such families would
be included in the
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana and receive funds

MP flood loss estimated at 710Kcr, 36 dead

‘Standing crops in around 1.5 lakh hectares in the region have suffered damage’

! The damages caused to
the bridges and roads
have been assessed at
2207 crore. While six
major bridges were
washed away in the
floods, more than 100
roads have been
breached at several
places.

to the tune of #1.20 lakh
each to build their houses.

The recent floods, that
hit the region in the last
week of July, had caused
havoc in eight districts in
Gwalior-Chambal region
of Madhya Pradesh leav-
ing a trail of destruction.

The floods had also
caused extensive damages
to power infrastructure in
the region.

At least 30 power sub-
stations were damaged
and hundreds of electrici-
ty poles were either
washed away or damaged.

Electricity was vet to be
restored in around three
dozen villages in the area.

Congress leader Kamal
Nath had last launched a
scathing attack on Mr
Chouhan over the flood
situation in the state and
demanded details on time
and statistics of flood
management.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Asian Age- 17- August-2021

Water supply via
tankers taxable
at 18%: AAR

New Delhi, Aug. 16
Supply of drinking water
to the public through
mobile tankers or dis-
pensers by a charitable
organisation is taxable at
18 per cent under the
GST, the AAR has ruled.

The Andhra Pradesh
bench of the Authority
for Advance Ruling
(AAR) has ruled—in the
case of Vijayavahini
Charitable Foundation—
that since the organisa-
tion is supplying purified
water, it is not fit for GST
exemption.

Vijayavahini Chari-
table Foundation had
sought an advance ruling
on whether the supply of
groundwater after under-
taking purification
through Reverse Osmo-
sis to the general public
either through the dis-
pensing unit or mobile
tanker at a concessional
rate is exempt from
goods and services tax.

The AAR said the prin-
cipal supply undertaken
by the organisation is a
supply of purified water,
which is taxable at 18 per
cent, while the service of
distribution through
mobile units is an ancil-
lary service and taxable
at 18 per cent.

"It is invariably a com-
posite supply and the
rate of tax of purified
water prevails, being the
principal supply.. The
said supply is not cov-
ered under exemption
and taxable at 18 per
cent...,” it noted.

AMRG & Associates
senior partner Rajat
Mohan said water
sourced from open
borewells/ ground is not
potable, and thereby, that
needs to be treated/ puri-
fied before supply to the
general public.

"Imposing a tax of 18
per cent on purified
water supplied to the
public for consumption
would be against the fun-
damental human right.
Government must rise to
this occasion and exempt
all forms of supply of

potable water in
unsealed containers,”
Mohan added.

Under GST, drinking
water packed in 20-litre
bottles are liable to 12 per
cent tax and waters,
including natural or arti-
ficial mineral waters and
aerated water, not con-
taining added sugar or
other sweetening matter
are taxed at 18 per cent.

— P71
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‘Purified drinking water
supply via tankers taxable’

Composite supply, attracts 18%: AAR

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Supply of drinking water to
the public through mobile
tankers or dispensers by a
charitable organisation is
taxable at 18% under the
GST, AAR has ruled.

The Andhra Pradesh
bench of the Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR) has
ruled — in the case of Vijaya-
vahini Charitable Founda-
tion — that since the organi-
sation is supplying purified
water, hence it is not fit for
GST exemption.

The Foundation had
sought an advance ruling on
whether the supply of
groundwater after under-
taking purification through
reverse osmosis to the gen-
eral public either through
the dispensing unit, or mo-
bile tanker, at a concession-

al rate is exempt from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST). The AAR said the
principal supply underta-
ken by the organisation is a
supply of purified water,
which is taxable at 18%,
while the service of distribu-
tion through mobile units is
an ancillary service and tax-
able at 18%. “It is invariably
a composite supply and the
rate of tax of purified water
prevails, being the principal
supply,” the AAR noted.
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Jal Jeevan Mission starts to monitor tap water supply

EXPANSION PLAN

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 16 August

Afterlaunching into its next phase
of measuring and monitoring
water supply at 11locations, the Jal
Jeevan Missionisexpanding the
coverage of its sensor-based
systemsto 100 villages across nine
states, asenior government official
said. This would help in
understanding water consumption
patterns and also devise the pricing
strategy at alater stage.

TheJal Jeevan Mission
promises a 55-litre per capita per
day foreachrural household and
BIS10500 quality of water. The [oT
— internet of things-based sensors
and flowmeters are being deployed
onthe field in 100 villages across
ninestates — Andhra Pradesh,
Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Ladakh —a
senior government official said.

The ministry is also training five
women in each village to test water
quality and upload the data online.
Thetestis done through asimple
and easy-to-use kit and it provides
indicative results. Ifthere is
indication of contamination, then

the team of women can flagitand
the government would look further
into the matter. The Jal Shakti
Ministry hasshortlisted four start-
ups for developing the smart water
supply measurement and
monitoring system. The start-ups
took partinagrand challenge
organised by ministries of Jal
Shakti and electronics and
information technology last year.
The four companies taking part

47,249,086

(24.62%)Households
provided with tap water
connection since JJM

launch

100% TAP
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Source: Jal Jeevan Mission Dashboard

inthe field trials include
GLOBALm, Greenvironment
Innovation & Marketing India Pvt.
Ltd., Rydot Infotech Private
Limited and consortium of
EyeNetAqua Solutions Pvt. Ltd and
Tlonnati Innovations Pvt. Ltd.
Devicesareinstalledon
overhead tanks to enable capturing
and transmission of data. The
Centre wantsto decide the pricing
of water for the rural households in

consultation with states. “Our
objective is cost optimisation. It
must be available at areasonable
cost. Pricing hasto be affordable
and will be decided by the Centre
and states together,” the senior
official added.
Inordertoaddressfluoride and
arsenic contamination of waterin
somestates, including Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, the
Jal Shakti Ministry has asked the

state governments toinstal
community water purification
plants.

“This problem of arsenic and
fluoride contamination arisesin
riverine belts. Without these,
plants providing safe piped water
connection can take 18to 24
months,” the senior official said.

While the initial target of
constructing these plants was
March 31,2021, the work was
delayed due to the pandemic.
According tothe new deadline, all
states are expected to have these
plantsup and running by the end of
December 2021. “Ittakesonly 2-3
months, soitisan achieveable
target,” the senior government
official added.

States have also been told to
plan for piped water supply. The Jal
Jeevan Mission was launched on
August 15,2019 by the Prime
Minister. Atthe time, 17 per cent of
the rural households had tap water
connection, which hasincreased to
41 per cent inthe last two years.
Goa, Telangana, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and Puducherry
areamong states that claim to have
achieved 100 percent tap
connectionsinrural areas.
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