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Water security is a key

area of concer
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JAIPUR: Water security is a major
issue for India and its conserva-
tion is a shared responsibility,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Thursday as he raised
concerns over water pollution
and depletion of groundwater.

“Due to such a large popula-
tion, water security is an impor-
tant concern for India. It is a
shared responsibility of all of us...
There shall be a tomorrow only if
there is water, and for this, we
have to make joint efforts from
today,” Modi said while launching
Jal Jan Abhiyan through video
conferencing in Rajasthan’s Sir-
ohi district.

The nationwide campaign isa
joint initiative of the Union jal
shakti ministry and Brahma
Kumaris, an organisation which
promotes spirituality. As part of
the campaign, members of
Brahma Kumaris will raise
awareness about water conserva-
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tion through public campaigns
across the country for eight
months. The campaign aims to
reach out to at least 100 million
people.

Highlighting the Centre's
efforts towards curbing water
pollution and groundwater deple-
tion, Modi said: “The country has
started the Catch the Rain move-
ment, which is now progressing
rapidly. Water conservation is
also being promoted in thousands
of gram panchayats of the coun-
try through Atal Bhujal Yojana.”

The Prime Minister expressed
satisfaction that the country
turned water conservation into a
mass movement, pointing out
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that it has been a part of India’s
spirituality for thousands of years.
“Water conservation is the culture
of our society and the centre of
our social thinking... That's why
we consider water to be God and
our rivers as mothers,” he said.

Hitting out at the previous gov-
ernments, Modi said there has
been negativity towards issues
like water conservation and envi-
ronment protection over the past
few decades.

Some people had assumed that
these tasks are so big that they
cannot be tackled at all, he said.
“Butin the last eight or nine years,
the country has changed this
mindset and the conditions have
also changed,” he said, citing the
Namami Gange Programme an
example. The scheme has
emerged as a model for different
states, he added.

Union jal shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, actor
Nana Patekar and erstwhile
Mewar royal family member Lak-
shyaraj Singh attended the event.
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L-G steps in to clean
Yamuna, rolls out drive

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

TO PREVENT encroachment on
Yamuna floodplains, L-G V K
Saxena inducted a company of
the “territorial army” to ensure
the areas on the river's flood-
plains that have been cleaned up
are not encroached upon.

The territorial army, pro-
vided by the National Mission
for Clean Ganga, will take over
operations from Friday, said L-G
House officials.

The L-Glaunched an intensive
campaign Thursday to clean
Yamuna floodplainsas partof the
mega drive to clean and rejuve-
nate theriver as mandated by the
NGT. Saxena,along with East Delhi
MP Cautam Gambhir, President
of Fashion Design Council of India
Sunil Sethi, senior officials of gov-
ernment agencies and depart-

-

ments, students and residents,
launched the drive at Qudsiareg-
ulator near Kashmere Gate ISBT.

“In the first phase, cleaning of
the stretch of the Yamuna from
Qudsia regulator to ITO will be
takenup, and later, Yamuna flood-
plains up to Okhla barrage will be
cleaned. As part of this, garbage
mounds and all illegal encroach-
menton the floodplainswill be re-
moved," said L-G House officials.

The agencies will introducean
innovative ‘Drain BOD Reducing’
technique under which pieces of
stones and limestones will be put
along the drains falling into the
Yamuna. These stones willabsorb
heavy particles, prevent it from
falling into the river and oxidise
the water. This will reduce BOD
level of water at that particular
point, added officials.

He said with people's sup-
port, change will bevisible in the
next six months.

Atthe launchof the cleaning drive, Thursday. Tashi Tobgyal
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LG Vows Visible Change
In Yamuna in 6 Months

Launches A Cleanmg Operation At Qud5|a Ghat

Times News NeTwWORK

New Delhi: Promising a visible
change in the quality of the Yamu-
nain Delhiwithin nextsix months,
lieutenant governor VK Saxena
launched a cleaning operation at
Qudsia Ghaton Thursday.

Qudsia Ghat is one of the most
polluted stretches of the river in the
city. A few major drains meet the ri-
ver here. An intensive campaign to
clean the Yamuna floodplain was
launched in the wake of the recent
orders of National Green Tribunal.

Saxena also inducted a company
of Territorial Army into the Yamu-
nacleaningoperations in Delhitoen-
sure that the stretch that has been
cleaned is not encroached again. The
Territorial Army will take over the
operations from Friday, February17.

“We ensure that there will be so-
me visible changes in the river in
the nextsix months. Severaldrains,
particularly Najafgarh drain, are
among the major sources of pollu-
tion in the river. We have tapped 13
major drains and several additio-
nal ones. We are already getting so-
me results,” said the LG.

Headded that toremove the gar-

bage floating in the river, a convey-

or belt would be installed andan in-
novative technique used to reduce
the biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) of the river. BOD is the sign
of self-healing power of a riverand

Anindya Chnhnnndhvav

Qudsm Ghat is one of the most polluted stretches of the river in the city

it'sthelevel of oxygenrequired by a
river or a waterbody to decompose
the organic matter. The lesser the
BOD, the healthier is a waterbody.

The LG stated the river would be
cleaned in a phased manner. Under
the first phase, the stretch from Qud-
sia Regulator to I'TO will be taken up
and later on, the floodplain up to
Okhla Barrage will be cleaned.

“The agencies, under the gui-
dance of the LG, will also introduce
an innovative technique under
which piecesof stones and limesto-
nes will be put along the drains fal
ling into the Yamuna at short dis-
tances. These stone pieces will ab-
sorb the heavy particles, prevent

them from falling into the river and
oxidise the water, which in turn,
will reduce the BOD level of the wa-
ter at that particular point,” stated
officials from the LG office.

“The agencies will also install a
floating boom and conveyor system
at the Qudsia regulator floodplain
to colleet and remove garbage from
theriver,” officials said.

The LG appealed to all stakehol-
ders, including government agenci-
es and people, to make concerted ef-
forts towards cleaning the Yamuna.

East Delhi MP Gautam Gambhir
and Fashion Design Council of India
president Sunil Sethi were also pre-
sent at the ghat during the launch.
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B Modi flags water security as major concern
India must revive ancient
connect with nature: PM

Jaipur, Feb. 16: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday flagged
water security as a major
concern and called for
the revival of the coun-
try’s “emotional connec-
tion” with nature, what
he said the world’s calls
“sustainable develop-
ment”.

Mr Modi was launching
the Jal Jan Abhiyan, a
joint nationwide cam-
paign by Brahma
Kumaris, an organisa-
tion which promotes
spirituality, and the
Union jal shakti ministry.

The PM addressed the
event through video con-
ference at the Brahma
Kumaris’ Abu Road
headquarter in Rajas-
than’s Sirohi district.

He said conserving
water should be a collec-
tive concern, and raised
concerns over water pol-
lution and the depletion
of groundwater.

The awareness cam-
paign will be held across
the country for eight
months, targeting 10

There shall be
‘ a tomorrow

only if there is
water, and for this
we have to make
joint efforts from
today _

i
— Narendra | of

Minister

crore people.

“Due to such a large
population, water securi-
ty is an important con-
cern for India. It is a
shared responsibility of
all of us,” he said.

“There shall be a
tomorrow only if there
is water, and for this we
have to make joint
efforts from today,” Mr
Modi said.

He said water conser-
vation has been a part of
India’s spirituality for
thousands of years.
“That’s why we term
water as god, call rivers
mother.”

“When a society makes
such an emotional con-
nect with nature, the
world calls it sustainable
development,” the Prime
Minister said.

He said when the coun-
try is looking for solu-
tions to the challenges of
the future, this con-
sciousness from the past
has to be revived.

“We have to recreate
the same faith among
countrymen towards the
value of water conserva-
tion,” he said.

Without naming any-
one, the prime minister
said in the past decades,
there has been negativi-
ty towards issues like
water conservation and
environment protection.

Some people had
assumed that these tasks
are so big that they can-
not be tackled at all, he
said.

“But in the last eight or
nine years, the country
has changed this mind-
set and the conditions
have also changed,” he
said. — PTT
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300-yr-old Kangrd water source declared non-potable

RAVINDER So00D

SEWAGE MIXING LIKELY
PALAMPUR, FEBRUARY 16 B \Water samples found *highly
A nearly 300-year-old natural contaminated’ during chemi-

drinking water source situat-
ed in the heart of Palampur
town in Himachal Pradesh’s
Kangra district has been
declared non-potable after its
samples were found “highly
contaminated” during chem-
ical examination.

The testing at the source,
called ‘Dohroo Ki Babli’,

cal examination

B |PH Dept officials fear sewage
seepage into the water source

and Public Health (IPH)
Department has put up a
signboard mentioning “unfit
for consumption” next to the
tank, besides warning people
through other platforms.
Officials said a barbed fene-

was done after pungent
smell was reported in water

by the residents,

around

dant on it for drinking and
other needs. The Irrigation

from septic tanks of houses ing was to be put up around
: the tank soon.
The water source in Palampur that
Harkishan Singh Goel (90)
has been declared nonpotable.
of Aima village said the
1,000 of whom were depen- source withstood the worst of

summers and even the 1905
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

300-year-old Kangra water source..

Kangra earthquake that had
claimed more than 20,000
lives. “Before 1960, it was
the sole water source for
Palampur town and the resi-
dents would earnestly main-
tain it. The neglect started
as the population rose and
houses were built near the
source,” he said.

Pankaj Beas, Assistant
Engineer of the Irrigation

and Public Health Depart-
ment, said though the exact
cause of the contamination
was yet to be ascertained,
sewage from the septic tanks
of dozens of houses built
near the source may have
been mixing with water. An
official, however, said no
case of gastroenteritis had
been reported.

Palampur MLA and Chief

Parliamentary  Secretary
Ashish Butail said efforts
would be made to protect
the centuries old water
source. He also said the
area would be connected
with a French Government-
assisted sewerage supply
scheme that was already
under proposal for territo-
ries under the Palampur
Municipal Council.
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CM explores feasibility of T°gana model of
checking depleting water table for Punjab

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: Taking a
major leap forward for check-
ing the depleting ground water
table in the state, the Punjab
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Thursday announced
to explore the feasibility to
replicate Telangana model for
the conservation of this pre-
cious natural resource and
recharging the water table in
the state.

The Chief Minister, who
along with the officers of the
Irrigation department, ana-
lyzed the Telangana model of
water conservation at Hyder-
abad today, said that it is a rev-
olutionary model that is aimed
at recharging the water table
holistically.

He said that the Telangana
government has constructed
small dams in the villages for
conserving the ground water
across the state. Bhagwant
Mann said that as a result of

this the ground water level has
increased upto two metres in
the villages.

The Chief Minister said that
need of the hour is to chan-
nelise canal water in Punjab for
saving the ground water for the
coming generations.

He said that the sole motive
of examining this model is to
check the depletion of ground
water level for the sake of future
generations.

Bhagwant Mann also took

an insightful view of new
techniques about saving rap-
idly decreasing ground water
during his visit to dams and
lauded this new and unique
way to save the water on one
hand and to increase the
level of ground water on the
other.

The Chief Minister pointed
out that Telangana has trans-
formed its entire irrigation sys-
tem by raising the groundwater
level with the help of this multi-

pronged strategy.

He said that the efforts
include restoration of Minor
Irrigation Tanks (MIT), link-
ing of other major and medium
projects with MI tanks and con-
struction of artificial recharge
structures such as check dams,
percolation tanks, recharge
shafts and others.

Bhagwant Mann added
that precious groundwater
resources must be optimally
used for the welfare and pros-
perity of our farmers adding
that the viability of this system
will be explored in the state in
consultation with experts of
Telangana.

‘The Chief Minister said that
due to over exploitation of the
groundwater in the state, the
water table is swiftly depleting
across Punjab.

He bemoaned that more
than 78 per cent of our 150
blocks are in extreme dark
zones due to depletion of the
groundwater table.
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"T'here shall be a tomorrow

only 1f there 1s water: PM
\

Modi launches
‘Jal Jan Abhiyan’,
says we have to
revive connect
with nature

PTI M JAIPUR

rime Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on
Thursday flagged water secu-
rity as a major concern and
called for the revival of the
country’s “emotional connec-
tion” with nature, what he said
the world’s calls “sustainable
development”.

Modi was launching the Jal
Jan Abhiyan, a joint nationwide
campaign by Brahma Kumaris
and the Union Jal Shakti
Ministry. The Prime Minister
addressed the event through
video conference at the Brahma
Kumaris’ Abu Road headquar-
ter in Rajasthan’s Sirohi district.

He said conserving water
should be a collective con-
cern, and raised concerns over
water pollution and the deple-
tion of groundwater.

The awareness campaign
will be held across the country
for eight months, targeting 10
crore people. “Due to such a
large population, water securi-
ty is an important concern for
India. It is a shared responsi-
bility of all of us,” he said.

“There shall be a tomorrow
only if there is water, and for

Prime Minister Marendra Modi delivers a video message at the launch of ‘Jal-Jan

Abhiyan' by Brahma Kumaris on Thursday.

PTI

this we have to make joint
efforts from today,” Modi said.
He said water conservation
has been a part of India’s spir-
ituality for thousands of years.
“That’s why we term water as
god, call rivers mother”
“When a society makes
such an emotional connect
with nature, the world calls it
sustainable development,’
Modi said. He said when the
country is looking for solutions
to the challenges of the future,
this consciousness from the
past has to be revived. “We have
to recreate the same faith
among countrymen towards
the value of water conserva-
tion,” he said.Without naming
anyone, Modi said in the past

decades, there has been nega-
tivity towards issues like water
conservation and environment
protection. Some people had
assumed that these tasks are so
big that they cannot be tackled
at all, he said. “But in the last
eight or nine years, the coun-
try has changed this mindset
and the conditions have also
changed,” he said, naming
Namami Gangc river conser-
vation scheme as an example.
The scheme has emerged as a
model for different States, he
added. Modi said falling
roundwater level is a big chal-
enge.
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
attended the event.
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