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Telangana Today- 17- November-2022

Polavaram backwaters
will affect villages: TS

AP accused of failing to demarcate areas facing stagnation

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana State has stated
that the backwater levels of
Polavaram project impact-
ing the Bhadrachalam town
and surrounding villages
would become a common
phenomenon once the proj-
ect was completed and
water was stored at the Full
Reservoir Level (FRL).

Telangana engineer-in-
chief (irrigation) C Muralid-
har, who attended the
Polavaram Project Author-
ity (PPA) meeting here on
Wednesday, told the au-
thorities that due to the
backwater effect, there
would also be a problem of
local drainage congestion
along the river banks and
local streams such as Ped-
davagu, Edullavagu, Pa-
muleru vagu, Turubakavagu
and 31 other major &
medium streams causing
loss and destruction in the
areas in Telangana on either
side of river Godavari.

He pointed out that the

backwaters of the project
were responsible for the in-
undation of Bhadrachalam
town and surrounding vil-
lages after heavy rains
lashed the State in July this
year. The July floods have
inundated 103 villages sub-
merging a total area of
40,446 acres, he informed.
According to him, the only
possible  solution  for
drainage of the low-lying
area of Bhadrachalam town
and the adjoining Burgam-
pahad and Sarapaka would
be continuous pumping.

He further stated that out
of eight outfall regulators, 3
regulators for drainage at
Vista complex, Kotha
colony and Etapaka with sill
levels below the FRL of
Polavaram project will be
under submergence
throughout . These outfall
regulators at Bhadrachalam
town are to be kept closed
during storage of Polavaram
project and it is necessary to
continuously  lift  the
drainage and rain water ac-
cumulated at Outfall regula-

tors to avoid inundation of
Bhadrachalam town espe-
cially at Temple, he ex-
plained.

He stated that the Andhra
Pradesh government had
failed to demarcate the
areas affected due to stagna-
tion along Kinnersani and
Murreduvagu which shall
be undertaken on priority
along with demarcation of
the area affected due to sim-
ilar issue in respect of 35
other streams.

He alleged that the AP
government was taking up
unauthorised Lift Irrigation
Project on dead storage of
Polavaram project. He fur-
ther stated that though the
AP government was di-
rected to stop all activities
and follow the stipulated
procedure and submit the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) of the scheme for ap-
praisal to Godavari River
Management Board(GRMB)
and Central Water Commis-
sion(CWC) and approval of
Apex Council, it was not fol-
lowing the norms.
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BJP targets Delhi govt over
cleaning of Yamuna river

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The BJP on
Wednesday accused Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal of “doing nothing” to clean
the Yamuna river or control
air pollution in the city despite
making promises elections
after elections.

BJP spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia claimed that the chief
minister failed to clean the
Yamuna despite governing
the national capital for the last
eight years, adding that the
Centre and the Delhi L-G man-
aged to clean a 3-km stretch of
the river in just three-and-a-
half months.

“Kejriwal had visited South
Koreas Seoul in December
2018 to learn how a polluted
river was cleaned there. What
did he learn there that despite
50 months, Yamunas all impor-
tant parameters, including
biochemical oxygen demand,
dissolved oxygen and fecal coli-
form, are much above the per-
missible limit?” he asked.

The Yamuna has permis-
sible limit of fecal coliform

bacteria when it enters the
city which rises to over 6.5
lakh/100 ml as the river leaves
the city, he said.

“This over 1,200 per cent
more fecal coliform bacteria
than the permissible limit of
2,500 per 100 ml endangers
the health of people in Delhi
and also shows the inaction
of the Kejriwal government,”
Bhatia said.

He further said that 126
drains pour into the Yamunass
57 km stretch and so far only
32 of these have been inter-
cepted, adding that as against
the need of 20 sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs), there are
only five functioning plants,

he said.

Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta also targeted the
AAP dispensation for “fail-
ing” to ensure the treatment
of sewage flowing into the
Yamuna.

“Way back in 2015, Kejri-
wal had promised during elec-
tions that the Yamuna would be
cleaned if the AAP formed the
government in Delhi, but it is
still heavily polluted due to the
inaction of his government,”
he charged.

West Delhi BJP MP Parvesh
Verma said Kejriwal should
visit Sabarmati riverfront in
Gujarat to study how to clean
the Yamuna.
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