New Delhi, Oct. 16: More
than 1.11 lakh of the over
13 lakh drinking water
samples tested across the
country under a govern-
ment programme have
been found contaminated,
according to official data.
The samples were taken
as per the government's
drinking water testing and
surveillance programme,
The contamination of
samples includes that
from naturally occurring
chemicals and minerals,
such as arsenic, fluoride,
iron and uranium, in the
earth layer, local land use
practices like fertilisers,
pesticides, livestock and
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GRAVE | 15SU= Water dirtied by naturally occurring chemicals, pesticides, fertilisers, poultry feed

Of 13L water sampled, over 1L are contaminated

concentrated feeding oper-
ations, the data under the
Jal Shakti ministry pro-
gramme stated. It also said
that contaminations can
also be by manufacturing
processes like heavy met-
als or cyanide near drink-
ing water sources.

Water  contamination
also includes malfunction-
ing on-site wastewater
treatment systems such as
septic systems and twin
pit toilets; microbial con-
tamination through mix-
ture of waste water in
drinking water source or
distribution line, the min-
istry said.

In addition, drinking

THE TESTING OF water
samples is being done
across 2,011 active labora-
tories, and water from
2,05,941 villages have
heen tested till now,
according to the ministry
data.

water that is not properly
treated or that travels
through an improperly
maintained distribution
system, pipes, may also
create conditions that
increase risk of contami-
nation, it said.

Out of the 13,17,028 sam-
ples tested in laboratories,
as many as 1,11,474 were

found contaminated,
according to the data.

If a water sample fails
quality test, authorities
can be informed online
and they can check if any
action has been taken, an
official said.

The testing of water
samples is being done
across 2,011 active labora-
tories, and water from
2,05,941 villages have been
tested till now, according
to the ministry data.

The government has also
started water quality sur-
veillance using field test
kits (FTKs) under which
five women from every vil-
lage are trained in water

quality surveillance using
these kits to lead these
activities in their village,
the ministry said.

Data stated that 7,39,362
users have been trained
for testing water samples
using FTKs and 6,27,752
samples have been tested
across 32,697 villages, and
22,518 contaminated sam-
ples have been found using
the kits. The ministry in
March had launched a
framework and guidelines
for testing, monitoring
and surveillance of drink-
ing water quality as well
as a water quality infor-
mation management sys-
tem (WQMIS), an online

portal that provides
detailed information on
laboratories.

The basic water quality
parameters  prescribed
under the guidelines are
pH value, total dissolved
solids, turbidity, chloride,
total alkalinity, total hard-
ness, sulphate, iron, total
arsenic, fluoride, nitrate,
total coliform bacteria,
E.coli or thermo-tolerant
coliform bacteria, the min-
istry said.

The initiative has been
started under the Jal
Jeevan Mission which
aims to provide safe and
adequate drinking water
toall. -PTI
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1.11L. of 3L drinking
water samples
found contaminated

Initiative started under the
Fal Feevan Mission

NEW DELHI: More than
1.11 lakh of the over 13
lakh drinking water samples
tested across the country
under a government pro-
gramme have been found
contaminated, according to
official data.

The samples were taken
under the government’s
drinking water testing and
surveillance programme.

The contamination of
samples includes that from
naturally occurring chemi-
cals and minerals, such as
arsenic, fluoride, iron and
uranium, in the earth layer,
local land use practices like
fertilisers, pesticides, live-
stock and concentrated
feeding operations, data
under the Jal Shakti minis-
try programme stated.

It also said that contami-
nations can also be by man-
ufacturing processes like
heavy metals or cyanide
near drinking water sources.

Water contamination
also includes malfunction-
ing on-site wastewater treat-
ment systems such as septic
systems and twin pit toilets;
microbial contamination
through mixture of waste-
water in the drinking water
source or distribution line,
the ministry said.

In addition, drink-
ing water that is not prop-
erly treated or that travels
through an improperly
maintained distribution
system, pipes, may also cre-
ate conditions that increase
the risk of contamination,
it said.

Out of the 13,17,028
samples tested in labora-
tories, as many as 1,11,474
were found contaminated,
according to the data.

If a water sample fails the
quality test, authorities can
be informed online and they
can check if any action has
been taken, an official said.

The testing of water sam-
ples is being done across
2,011 active laboratories,
and water from 2,05,941
villages have been tested till
now, according to the min-
istry data. Continued on P4
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1.11L of 3L drinking

water samples found
contaminated

The government has also started water quality sur-
veillance using Field Test Kits (FTKs) under which
five women from every village are trained in water
quality surveillance using these kits to lead these
activities in their village, the ministry said.

Data stated that 7,39,362 users have been trained
for testing water samples using FTKs and 6,27,752
samples have been tested across 32,697 villages, and
22,518 contaminated samples have been found using

the kits.

The ministry in March had launched a framework
and guidelines for testing, monitoring and surveil-
lance of drinking water quality as well as a water qual-
ity information management system (WQMIS), an
online portal that provides detailed information on

laboratories.

The basic water quality parameters prescribed
under the guidelines are pH value, total dissolved
solids, turbidity, chloride, total alkalinity, total hard-
ness, sulphate, iron, total arsenic, fluoride, nitrate,
total coliform bacteria, E.coli or thermo-tolerant
coliform bacteria, the ministry said.

The initiative has been started under the Jal Jee-
van Mission which aims to provide safe and ade-
quate drinking water through individual household
tap connections by 2024 to all households in rural

India.

PTI

‘Water supply will not be
affected in Delhi due to
closure of Ganga Canal’

NEW DELHI: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) on Saturday said the water
supply in the national Capital
will not be affected following
the closure of Ganga Canal for
maintenance till November 5.

The Ganga Canal, which
largely supplies water for drink-
ing and irrigation purposes to
several districts of western Uttar
Pradesh, including Ghaziabad,
was shut for maintenance on
Friday. DJB roughly supplies
around 900-950 MGD (Million
Gallons per Day) water in the
national capital.

According to DJB officials,
apart from ground water, Delhi
dependslargely on the Yamuna
river and partially on Ganga

river for water supply.

It also gets water from west-
ern Yamuna canal, they said.

A senior DJB official said
there is no need to panic as
only a small percentage of water
comes to Delhi from Ganga
Canal which can be balanced
thorough supply from Yamuna
river. “There will no disturbance
or shortage in water supply in
the city due to closure of the
Ganga Canal. We have suffi-
cient water in Yamuna so the
shortage from Ganga Canal
can be met through excess water
from Yamuna. There is no need
to worry, the DJB official told
PTI on the condition of ano-
nymity. AGENCIES
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Devotees immerse Durga
idols in Yamuna despite ban

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 16

In a blatant violation of
the Delhi  Pollution
Control Committee
(DPCC) order over a ban
on idol immersion in
River Yamuna along with
other natural water bod-
ies in the national capital,
several Delhiites have
flouted the DPCC norms
issued a day before the
‘visarjan’ (immersion) rit-
ual.

On Saturday morning,
Yamuna Ghat, at the ITO,
was found littered with
idols, other religious
materials, and waste.

DPCC, the Delhi govern-
ment’s pollution control
body, in its October 13
order, had said that idol
immersion should not be
allowed during Durga
Puja and other festivals in
any public place, includ-
ing River Yamuna or any
other water body, ponds,

ghats, etc.

Consequent pollution of
such water bodies has
been a matter of concern.
In addition to silting,
toxic chemicals used in
making idols tend to leach
out and pose serious prob-
lems of water pollution.

“Studies carried out to
assess deterioration in
water quality due to idol
immersion reveal the
deterioration of water
quality in respect to con-
ductivity, biochemical
oxygen demand, and
heavy metal concentra-
tion,” the order had said,
adding that instead the
idol immersion ritual may
be performed within the
home premises in buckets
or containers.

The DPCC order had
directed the district mag-
istrates to enforce guide-
lines related to idol
immersion, adding that
each violator will be liable
to pay %50,000 to the Delhi

pollution control body.

The pollution control
body directed the general
public, Resident Welfare
Associations (RWAs), and
the Pooja Samitis that the
idol immersion ritual may
be performed within the
home premises in a buck-
et or a container.

It further stated that
worship materials like
flowers, decoration mate-
rials (made of paper), etc.
should be removed before
the immersion of idols
and may be collected sepa-
rately for disposal or in an
environmentally safe
handing over to the door-
to-door waste collection
vehicle.

The committee also
directed the municipal
authorities and the Delhi
police to ensure strict
checks on the entry of
vehicles or goods carriers
entering into the national
capital carrying prohibit-
ed idols as its cargo.
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More than 13 lakh drinking
water samples tested

Over 111 lakh found contaminated

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

More than 1.11 lakh of the ov-
er 13 lakh drinking water
samples tested across the
country under a govern-
ment programme have been
found contaminated, ac-
cording to official data.

The samples were taken
from the government’s
drinking water testing and
surveillance programme.

The contamination of
samples includes that from
naturally occurring chemi-
cals and minerals, such as
arsenic, fluoride, iron and
uranium, in the earth layer,
local land use practices like

fertilizers, pesticides, lives-
tock and concentrated feed-
ing operations, the data un-
der the Jal Shakti Ministry
programme stated.

It also said that contami-
nations can also be by ma-
nufacturing processes like
heavy metals or cyanide
near drinking water sourc-
es. Water contamination al-
so includes malfunctioning
on-site wastewater treat-
ment systems such as septic
systems and twin pit toilets;
microbial contamination
through mixture of waste
water in drinking water
source or distribution line,
the Ministry said.

INTERVIEW | MIHIR SHAH

‘Shift focus to demand management of water

Head of the panel drafting new water policy calls for ‘nature-based solutions’ for storage, supply

© JACOB KOSHY

Changing patterns and in-
tensity of precipitation re-
quire greater emphasis on
agility, resilience and flexi-
bility in water management,
says Mihir Shah, Distin-
guished Professor, Shiv Na-
dar University, and Chair-
man of the Il-member
drafting committee of the
country’s new water policy.

We have had a National
Water Policy in 1987, 2002,
2012 and now the latest one
that is in the works. Why do
we need a new one, or is it
necessary to have a review
once adecade?

m We need to take very se-
rious cognisance of the cur-
rent context of climate
change and the grave crisis
of water facing the country.
Recent estimates suggest
that if the current pattern of
demand continues, about
half of the national demand

for water will remain unmet
by 2030. With water tables
falling and water quality de-
teriorating, a radical change
is needed in the approach to
water management.

Changing patterns and in-
tensity of precipitation, as al-
so rates of discharge of riv-
ers, show that it can no
longer be assumed that the
water cycle operates within
an invariant range of predic-
tability. This requires greater
emphasis on agility, resi-
lience and flexibility in water
management, so that there
could be an adequate res-
ponse to the heightened un-
certainty and unpredictabili-
ty of the future.

What are two major
recommendations of the
proposed NWP?

m The two major recom-
mendations are one: shift fo-
cus from endlessly increas-
ing supply of water towards
measures for demand-man-

c NWP places major
emphasis on supply
of water through
rejuvenation of
catchment areas,
which needs to be
incentivised

agement. This means diver-
sifying cropping pattern to
include less water-intensive
crops. It also needs lowering
the industrial water foot-
print, among the highest in
the world by reducing fresh
water use and shifting to re-
cycled water. Cities must
mandatorily shift all non-

potable uses, such as flush-
ing, fire protection, vehicle
washing, landscaping etc. to
treated wastewater.

Two: shift in focus within
the supply-side also because
the country is running out of
sites for further construction
of large dams, while water
tables and groundwater
quality are falling in many
areas.

There is mounting evi-
dence across the globe in fa-
vour of “nature-based solu-
tions” for water storage and
supply. Thus, the NWP plac-
es major emphasis on supply
of water through rejuvena-
tion of catchment areas,
which needs to be incentiv-
ised through compensation
for ecosystem services, espe-
cially to vulnerable com-
munities in the upstream,
mountainous regions.

Renewed thrust on local
rainwater harvesting to
catch the rain where it falls,
when it falls, must be com-

bined with demarcation,
notification, protection and
revival of traditional local
water bodies in both rural
and urban areas. This would
form part of urban blue-
green infrastructure for im-
proved water levels and
quality, as also flood
mitigation.

Does the policy have
recommendations on having
‘more people pay’, or ‘some
people pay more’ models for
the use of water?
m We propose that econom-
ic services (like industrial
and commercial use) be
charged at a rate where the
O&M (Operation and Man-
agement) costs and part of
the capital cost would be the
basis for the water service
fees. At the same time, con-
cessional rates should be
provided for vulnerable so-
cial sections.

(The full interview is at
bit.ly/mihirshahwaterpolicy)
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Devotees immerse Durga
idols in Yamuna despite ban

New Delhi: Despite ban on idol
immersion in Yamuna river
and other natural water bodies
in the national Capital, sever-
al people flouted the rules
issued by the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC), a
day before the 'visarjan'
(immersion) ritual.

Yamuna Ghat at the ITO
was found littered with idols
and other religious materials on
Saturday morning.

DPCC in its October 13
order had ruled that idol
immersion during Durga Puja
and other forthcoming festivals
in any public place, including
river Yamuna or any other
water body, ponds and ghats,
should not be allowed.

"Consequent pollution of
such water bodies has been a
matter of concern. In addition

to silting, toxic chemicals used
in making idols tend to leach
out and pose serious problems
of water pollution. Studies car-
ried out to assess deterioration
in water quality due to idol
immersion reveal the deterio-
ration of water quality in
respect to conductivity, bio-
chemical oxygen demand and
heavy metal concentration,”
the order read.

The DPCC had ruled that
idol immersion rituals may be
performed in a bucket and con-
tainer within the home premis-
es. Convener of Yamuna Jiye
Abhiyan, Manoj Mishra, told
IANS, "The prohibition of idol
immersion in any public place
including Yamuna imposed by
DPCC is a welcome step espe-
cially in view of idols made of
Plaster of Paris (PoP) or paint-

ed with lead-based paints. But
it is hardly a measure to reju-
venate the river which is
already overloaded with sewage
and toxic pollutants from
industries."

The DPCC had directed
the District Magistrates to
enforce guidelines related to
idol immersion, adding that
each violator will be liable to
pay Rs 50,000 to the DPCC
body.

River Yamuna whose
catchment covers parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh
in addition to that of Delhi, is
most polluted in and around
the national capital. Its top pol-
lution sources are the Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs),
untreated water from unau-
thorised colonies as well as
sewer from authorised
colonies.

However, a clean and pol-
lution-free Yamuna has been
the poll promise of Delhi gov-
ernment for more than 25
years now.

The first Yamuna Action
Plan (YAP) for which a loan
agreement was signed in 1992,
aimed at improved water qual-
ity conservation and hygienic
environment in the river basin.

IANS
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Ganga Canal closure won’t hit water supply: DJB

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @New Delhi

DELHI Jal Board (DJB) on Sat-
urday said the water supply in
the national capital will not be
affected with the Ganga Canal
being closed for maintenance
till November 5.

The Ganga Canal, which
largely supplies water for drink-
ing and irrigation to several
western Uttar Pradesh districts,
including Ghaziabad, shut for
maintenance on Friday.

DJB roughly supplies around
900-950 MGD (Million Gallons
per Day) water in the city.

According to DJB officials,
apart from ground water, Delhi
depends largely on the Yamuna
and partially on the Ganga for
water supply.

It also gets water from
western Yamuna canal,
they said.

A senior DJB official
said there is no need to
panic as only a small
percentage of water
comes to Delhi from Ganga
Canal, which can be balanced
thorough supply from
Yamuna river.

“There will no disturbance or

shortage in water supply in the
city due to closure of the Ganga
Canal. We have sufficient water
in Yamuna so the shortage from
Ganga Canal can be met
through excess water
from Yamuna. There is
no need to worry,” said
DJB official on the con-

dition of anonymity.
He said the mainte-
nance of Ganga Canal is
a routine exercise which is

carried out every year.

According to officials of
Uttar Pradesh Irrigation De-
partment, the canal will be

closed till November 5, and it
might impact water supply in
Delhi along with other districts
of western UP.

Water supply in 19 districts
of UP, including Muzaffarna-
gar, Meerut, Bulandshahr,
Ghaziabad, Aligarh, Etah, Hath-
ras and Firozabad, would be
disrupted and farmers are like-
ly to face a shortage, UP Irriga-
tion Department officials said.

They said during the period
of maintenance, farmers may
have to partially rely on
tube wells and pumping sets to
irrigate their fields.
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Ritika Chandhok, Head - Corp Comm, KONE
o Elevator India, Sudhir Mehta, Executive Engineer,
| SDMC, and Amit Gossain

~ R | 90 R i)
SK Prabhakar, Executive Engineer, SDMC, Mahi Pal, Assistant Engineer, SDMC, Ashish Sachdeva, Founder President,
GDF, Amit Gossain, Managing Director, KONE Elevator India, and Manish Meena, Assistant Commissioner, SDMC

or those whofrequent Nehru Place,  roop, IAS-Deputy Commissioner SDMC,  in various efforts to give something back
Greater Kailash, Waste to Wonder ~ During the inauguration, Amit Gos-  to society. As an environment-conscious
Park and Noida, it will bea whole - sain, Managing Director, KONE Elevator organisation, this campaign is aimed at
new visual experiencé now. KONE Ele-  India, said, “Our commitment to the so- - thebettermentof the community through
vator India, one of the leading elevator ~cietyis an integral partof our valuesys- meastires that will bring in sustainable
' andescalatormanufacturersthecountry, temand wehavealwaysengagedourselves - development.”

has collaborated with Green Dream “To reinforce the message of envi-
Foundation and repainted many neg- ronmental conservation, we believe
lected walls in these areas, in line that art is the most effective medium
with the Swachh Bharat Mission. ~ § forraising awareness, We ave certain
‘ T]:; brand had ixﬁﬁagptlheis proj- that this will inspire our people to be-
ectlast year to sensitise onkey come eco-warriors, take the environ-
‘ environmental issues that will ex- ment intoaccount in all of ouractions,
pand across India. The ongoing proj- and work towards sustainable devel-
ect is not only sensitising the locals L opment,” Amit added. |
on key environmental themes but Speaking about this initiative,
also creating jobs for talented artists Ashish Sachdeva, Founder President,
from various parts of the country. Green Dream Foundation, shared,
ﬂy’(l)‘vh;latgtel(l)]rll’e atthe Neluuml;la&e ;nﬂSustamahwﬂ1 bﬂﬂymgggi&dd thehour
inDelhi, spanning 10, it wi inatruesense
highlights the importance of nature if corporates, ULBs and NGOs come
conservation, waste management together. Our partnership with the
gxldsnlstamahledevelopment Itwas * il brand and further with the ULBs of
el OG5 gttt pos o LS T
Foundation and SDMC offcials, - mg’m*m&mmxxf;m“ atingacleaner India in line with the
der the guidance of Dr Sonal Swa- sustalnable development Swachh Bharat Mission.
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Water supply won’t be affected: DJB

New Delhi: Delhi Jal Board (DJB) on
Saturday said the water supply in the
national capital will not be affected fol-
lowing the closure of Ganga Canal for
maintenance till November 5. The
Ganga Canal, which largely supplies
water for drinking and irrigation pur-
posestoseveral districtsof western Ut-
tarPradesh, including Ghaziabad, was
shutfor maintenance on Friday.

DJB roughly supplies around 900-
950 MGD (Million Gallons per Day)

water in thenational capital.

According to DJB officials, apart
from groundwater, Delhidependslar-
gelyon Yamunariverand partially on
Ganga river for water supply. It also
gets water from western Yamuna ca-
nal, they said.

Asenior DJB official said thereisno
need topanicasonly asmall percentage
of water comes to Delhi from Ganga Ca-
nal, which can be balanced thorough
supplyfrom Yamunariver. pni
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