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{ INAUGURATES IRRIGATION SCHEME }

KCR takes on Modi over
Krishna water sharing

HT Correspondent
I e L hind usRanEimes, Coen

HYDERABAD : Telangana chief
minkster K Chandrashekar Rao
(ECR) on Saturday attacked the
Union government for deciding
the share of the state In Krishna
Fiver waters, adding that the
residents should guestion the
leaders of Bharativa Janata
Party on the issue.

KCR was speaking ar a public
meeting at Kollapur in Nagark-
urnool district after inaugura-
tion the Palamuru Rangareddy
Lift irrigation scheme — the sec-
omd largest such scheme in the
country being constructed on
Krishna river,

"We asked for water, We said,
Narendra Modi, you decide how
much share our Palamuru
(another name for Mahabubna-
gar) and Telangana will get in
Krishma river. We should get
(our share) as per Consitution
and kow. We have to bulld Pala-
muru lift irmigation,” he said,

"But, the Prime Minister who
claims to be "Vishwaguru', the
BJP and the leaders and activ-
fsts, there are so many of them
in Mahabubnagar disirict. Does
it take 10 years?" KCR sabkd.

K Chandrashekir Rao

All that the Centre has o do
is to write to the Krishna tribu-
mal to distribute water between
the two states of Tefangana and
Andhra Pradesh, he said. “But.
Modi does mot respond o it.” he
said. The Telangana govern-
ment had gone to the Supreme
Court for determination of its
share in Krishna water but the
Centre asked it to withdraw the
case promising to refer the mat-
ter 1o the tribunal,

Ome vear has passed since the
Centre made the suggestion but
there has been no progress, he
said.,

He asked the people (o ques-
tion the BJP activists and lead-
&rs a5 to why the maner has not
been referred w the Krishna tri-
bumnal “since the last 10 years”,

HT reached out to the BIP for
a response but did not get ome
immediately.
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T45K-CR PACKAGE
ANNOUNCED FOR
DROUGHT-HIT
MARATHWADA

Faisal Malik

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Saturday
announced schemes worth
345,000 crore for Marathwada,
which include 11 new irrigation
projects worth 213,677 crore for
the region that is reeling under
a near drought.

The government has also
decided to launch three river-
linking projects—Damanganga-
Vaitarna-Godavari  Valley,
Damanganga (Ekdare)-Godav-
ari and Par-Godavari—to trans-
fer surplus water from the
Damanganga and Vaitarna riv-
ers to the deficit Upper Godav-
ari basin at an estimated cost of
214,000 crore. =P
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CM announces 245,000 cr to
develop Marathwada region

Faisal Malik

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The Maharashtragov-
ernment on Saturday declared a
package of schemes worth
245,000 crore for the Mara-
thwada region, which is reeling
under a drought-like situation.
Among these are 11 new irrigation
projects worth 13,677 crore.

The government has also
decided to launch three river-link-
ing projects — Damanganga-
Vaitarna-Godavari Valley, Daman-
ganga (Ekdare)-Godavari and Par-
Godavari — to transfer surplus
water from the Damanganga and
Vaitarna rivers to the deficit Upper
Godavari basin at an estimated
costof 14,000 crore. The projects
were announced by the Devendra
Fadnavis government in 2019 but
were not taken forward after a
change in government that year.
With the river-linking project, the
government expenditure goes up
t0 359,000 crore.

The announcement was made
after a special cabinet meeting
held in Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar (formerly Aurangabad) on Sat-
urday. The meeting venue was
chosen since the 75th anniversary
of “Marathwada Liberation Day”,
also known as Marathwada Mukti
Sangram, is to be celebrated on
September 17, Marathwada, cur-
rently called central Maharashtra
region, was under Nizam rule and
was liberated and included in the
Bombay Presidency in 1948 and
later in Maharashtra in 1960.

Marathwada is a politically sig-
nificant region, and the govern-
ment has been on the backfoot
here after the hunger strike by
Maratha activist Manoj Jarange-

Eknath Shinde

Patil for reservation benefits for
the community. Marathas com-
prise 32% of the state’s population
and the police lathi charge on
activists at the site of the strike
has triggered massive outrage.

Most districts in Marathwada
are dependent on rain-fed farming
and are facing adrought-like situa-
tion this year, which is one of the
major reasons for agrarian dis-
tress in the region that also logs
second-highest farmers’ suicides
in the state. This drought-prone
central Maharashtra region elects
46legislators, and caste equations,
emotive issues and religion often
trump development.

The state government has also
decided to revive the stalled
Marathwada water grid project.
“After the central government
started the ‘Har Ghar Jal’
scheme, many states sought
financial support for water grids
except our government led by
Uddhav ji,” Fadnavis said.

The opposition parties have,
however, criticised the govern-
ment for not declaring a drought
in Marathwada. “Declaring a
drought and providing immedi-
ate relief to the farmers was
essential but the state govern-
ment has played a cruel joke,”
said Nana Patole, state Congress
president.

CENTRE CLEARS
NEW NAMES OF
AURANGABAD,
OSMANABAD

MUMBAI: Aurangabad and
Osmanabad districts in Maha-
rashtra have been officially
renamed as Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar and Dharashiv respec-
tively, chief minister Eknath
Shinde said on Saturday.

In June last year, during the last
cabinet meeting of the previous
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment, former chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray gave approval
to the long-pending demand of
renaming Aurangabad as Samb-
hajinagar and Osmanabad as
Dharashiv. The official notification
of the changes was issued by the
state government on Friday night.

“We have made it (renaming)
foolproof. The earlier MVA gov-
ernment took the decision when
they were in the minority and
their government was about to
fall. But we made it foolproof...,”
the CM said.

Aurangabad derives its name
from Mughal emperor Aurangzeb,
while Osmanabad was named for
a 20th-century ruler of the
princely state of Hyderabad.

Chhatrapati Sambhaji, the eld-
estson of warrior king Chhatrap-
ati Shivaji Maharaj, was the sec-
ond ruler of the Maratha state
founded by his father. Sambhaji
Maharaj was executed on Aurang-
zeb'sordersin 1689.

Dharashiv, the name of a cave
complex near Osmanabad, dates
back to the 8th century as per
some scholars. HTC
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KCR attacks PM for failing to
resolve Krishna water dispute

imesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Telangana chief minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar Rao swiped at
PM Narendra Modi on Saturday, ques-
tioning why the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment had delaved resolving the Krish-
na water dispute between the two Telu-
gu-speaking states for a decade,

He expressed frustration g
that despitethe Telangana gov-
ernment's withdrawal of a |
case in the Supreme Court re-
garding its share of Krishna
waler over a year ago, no ac-
tion had been taken.

KCR's criticism came during a
public meeting in Kollapur, where he
inaugurated the PRLIS (Palamuru-
Rangareddy Lift Irrigation Scheme)
by activating a 145MW Maha Bahuba-
li pump at the Narlapur reservoir in
Nagarkurnool district. The Phase-1
of the project aims to provide drink-
ing water to 1,226 villages across
southern Telangana.

This was KCR's first direct attack
against Modi in months. The criti-

cism followed the recent summons is-
sued by the enforcement directorate
to his daughter Kalvakuntla Kavitha
in a case related to the Delhi liguor
policy scam.

The chielf minister urged local
BJP leaders to demand the NDA gov-
ernment write a letter to the Krishna
Wamr Disputes Tribunal (KWDT) to
= determine Telangana's water
share. He emphasised that Te-
| langana only seeks its legally
entitled share of Krishna wa-
ter and nothing more.

He was visibly angry when

“d some BJP workers tried to ob-

struct his convoy on the way to the
PRLIS inauguration venue,

KCE expressed his satisfaction
that his dream project, PRLIS, had fi-
nally become a reality, He shared his
goal of irrigating at least 20 lakh
acres in the former Mahabubnagar
district in the coming years. The
foundation for PRLIS was laid by KCR
in 2015, but the project faced delavs
due to legal issues and approvals
from the Centre.
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Emergency meet

on Cauvery water
sharing tomorrow

4 l “he Cauvery Water Man-

agement Authority has
convened an emergency
meeting on Monday, with a
single-point agenda in view
of Karnataka's refusal to
provide any more water to
Tamil Nadu. The meeting ac-
quires significance with
Karnataka CM Siddara-
maiah writing to Union Jal
Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh expressing the state’s
inability to provide water. P8

Cauvery authority’s
meeting on Sept 18

Julie.Mariappan@timesgroup.com

Chennai: With the Karnata-
ka government refusing to re-
lease water to Tamil Nadu, the
Cauvery water management
authority (CWMA) has con-
vened an emergency meeting
with a single point agenda on
September 18. The state gov-
ernment was informed about
the meeting on Friday. “The
authority’s last meeting (on
August 29) was also an emer-
gency one with a single-point
agenda on water sharing,” an
official told STOI.

The Cauvery water regula-
tion committee (CWRC), the
technical committee of the
CWMA, had on Tuesday di-
rected the Karnataka govern-

ment to ensure realisation of
flows at therateof 5,000 cusecs
at Biligundlu, the inter-state
border, for the next 15 days,
considering the hydro-mete-
orological condition.

The Central Water Com-
mission’s gauging station at
Biligundlu has reported that
realization of flows had been
attherateof 1,870 cusecs(Sept
12), 2,500 cusecs (Sept 13) and
3,142 cusecs(Sept 14).

Theemergency meeting al-
so comes in the wake of Kar-
nataka chief minister Sidda-
ramaiah writing to Union jal
shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, saying that
storage in four reservoirs was
only 53tmeft and the CWRC or-
der cannot be implemented.



Delegation of all-party
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MPs

to meet Shekhawat, push for
water release by Karnataka

Led by Water Resources Minister Durairmumugan, the dedegation wil urge the Jal Shakei Minister
tovdlimect Karmataka o release water @I, s per the orders of CWMACWIRC, says CM Salin

The iingdw Bureaw

HE Al

delegation of a8
party MPs from Ta
mil Madu, led by
Mindsier Bor Water Re
simoes  Dhiraimumagan,
will meeet Mindsser (o jal
Shaki Csjenmdra  Zingh
Shellhawat and urge him o
privail wpoin Ehe Cawvery
Warer Mapagement A
ority {CWALAY g order the
redease of 500 oy of
water io Timil Nadu, Chief
Bl s ML K. Sxalien said o
Saryinday
In a statemend bere, he
sahd ithee Ieclin Mletenomlogi
cal Department ([0 had
predicted normal raip in
the Caureery catchimenis in
Earsataks Between Sep
iember O and 15 =The de
lesgatiam weisled] Subsmit &
mermorandum s the bE
nister pngiee him o direct
Earnaraks 80 pelecss Wi
bersesd on the onders of dhe
CWhATouvery  Wsted
il COEmminEE
(CWRCL" I sl
hbr. Smilin said a long le
gl battde resulted in the
Supseme Court fixing the
quanum b0 be realised ar
Edfgumdle on February 1
2038, Morsmer, as per the
firsl diFection of the Cany-
oy ‘Warer [Hepasics Tribis

A

Chised Manisher WS Stakn Chairing o mesting of DK W05 on Saturday. & wers decded thal parties hat
s & Pt o MO, el Biphligha i P lasersl B Lall o o oha BLIP jeraitamiahi

mal (WD) and a Supeeme
Comirt ofdeer, waner shikl
b shared on a pra o ba-
si diuFing distress period,
“As per the poders, Tamil
Pt shidald Benve receied
M. 5 renc ail] Segrember 34,
Bt it has resoeioe] juse 38,4
v, b sk

Wi, Stalin =abid the sior-
ape @ the Menur dam wan
69025 tmc ard warer wis
releases] on fune 12 or K-
reval arsd Samha cultkes:
tn o e besis o narmal
s redicned by the
BED. “Since Karmazka has
il s Tamsl Nadi's
share and the CWMA and
e VR coialkd] mat Bewd &
sodiption, Tamill Madu fed

a patitian in the Sy prene
Court,” hee sasd,

Recalling the Karmataka
EReTEmenls  Slaleiben
chat Tamél Nadw™s demrand
weas unjurstinabbe since ghe
Stz had increased s oo
el ares and ghe Suse'y het-
oo e fhee Limbo 18 Sakehi
hlinisier siaifng Tamil Na-
dho wodd e sdeqpeane wa-
ter during ihe portheas
mronsom, M Sraln s,
“pEarmaradns  clams are
et inse™

Meetng of MP's

Earfier in (he day, Mr. S5
lim chaired a meetng of
DMK MPs, ab which it was
decided tha ke pamies,

which ame pan of BNO0A,
would highlighs in Pasfia-
mient thie Gihure of ik HIF

The reselmion dechded
o gl aggainss the Cerdtine’s
Vishrwakarama  Vojana,
watiegg that it woukl en-
orage ool [y
avocatiom and
vz hs Broen snendng col-
leges. Malking a sromg Case
For Ewreasing the =kils for
creamy ler among the
Rsckward Classos o 125
Lakly per annam, the s
ltion  demanded Emple-
mentaton of (e Mandal
Comsmission recommerda:
s in e Contral goneern-
T Cmploymene,
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Telangana CM unveils phase-1 of 50,000 crore
Palamuru-Rangareddy lift irrigation scheme

priniie waler [0
1,226 villnges [n sicdisricn
e T Magarkurmoo,
Narieg,
Vikarahal sl H
Th L has as-

onirrerr Idlkhacresin - NEW START. Chiel Minsater £ Chandrasheiar Rao nagarse million oubde feet (tmx ), with
sty districts in the soothern  she Palemuru-Bagareddy B irngation wcheme in Warfagur, The an apETegte canal of 50
part ool the Stae. Froject seeky. B0 pumg: waber S an ekevation of £70 mand srrest tha ke and 95 ko boeg Tunneds.
R formally lomred the  migration of thousands from Mahbbragar disrict. =

hpar rﬂmm hene 3 masshve e etapes thrasgh
destrict brswichingononeof  with a ®y of 145 AWV ﬂ:imudﬁﬂ!rtpmlm
the three dimen peifuty  enchimnd pump setewich

s azspacinrof 75 M Wisach WATERTO S DISTRICTS
A mcoat off 20 6 omes, e The scleme soels it 80 The maner bs boing pumpsed oo
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