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NGT grills Andhra
govt on RLIS

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT), at its hearing on
Thursday, grilled Andhra
Pradesh on the Ray-
alaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme (RLIS).

Hearing the petition filed
by Gavinolla Srinivas
against the RLIS, the NGT
questioned AP whether the
foundation, which was dug
up, was necessary for
preparing a Detailed Project
Report (DPR). “Should we
see haplessly if our orders
are not implemented?” the
Tribunal asked AP govern-
ment.

Implementing orders
The NGT underscored the
need to lay focus on imple-
menting the orders issued
by it. Sources said the Tri-
bunal observed that AP had
committed violations with
respect to the RLIS.
Petitioner Srinivas’s ad-
vocate K Shravan Kumar ar-
gued that the NGT had

powers to take action for
contempt of court. Mean-
while, the advocate arguing
on behalf of AP justified the
works taken up so far at the
RLIS saying that the works
were meant for preparing
DPR.,

Interest of public

“Should we bury the works
carried out at the site? The
tribunal has to understand
that the works were carried
out in the interest of people
and dismiss the petition
filed to send the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Secretary to
jail,” the AP advocate con-
tended.

He said the issues be-
tween States should be re-
solved in a federal spirit.
With the arguments on
behalf of Andhra Pradesh
completed before it, the
Tribunal adjourned the
case to September 21
when advocates on behalf
of the petitioner Srinivas
and the Telangana gov-
ernment would submit
their arguments,
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Promising potential for
fisheries sector

The ‘free fish seed supply’ scheme of Telangana govt has generated multiple benefits

PITTALA
RAVINDER

The efforts by the Telangana govern-
ment duting the last five years to reju-
venate the ailing fisheries sector are
proliferating favourable results. This
can be determined from the remarkable
growth in fisheries production and pro-
ductivity.

Owing to the outstanding scheme of
‘free fish seed supply’ by the Telangana
government, a first-of-its-kind in India,
introduced in the State during 2016-17,
the fisheries sector is doing extremely
well here. Some 3,939 water bodies
were selected and around 27.85 crore of
fishlings costing about Rs 22.46 crore
stocked. It yielded nearly 2 lakh tonnes
of table size fish worth Rs 1,356 crore.

Encouraged by the success of the
pilot, the Fisheries Department has
been increasing the number of water
bodies to stock fish seed every year,
This year, it stands at 28,704, including
the tanks and reservoirs,

Rising Stock
The department has planned to stock

over 93 crore fingerlings at a cost of Rs
90 crore this year, expecting to surpass
the projected fish production of 5 lakh
tonnes by the end of the ensuing har-
vesting season, It has also ventured into
growing freshwater prawns from 2017-
18. 1t plans to stock an all-time high of 25
crore prawn juveniles spending around
Rs 10 crore this year.

The ‘free fish seed supply’ scheme
has resulted in multiple benefits for the
sunrise sector, including augmentation
of fish production and productivity,
availability of fresh fish to local con-
sumers at a reasonable price, enhancing
the average incomes of the local fisher-
men and fishermen cooperative soci-
eties, sustaining the local fish markets
being run by the local fisherwomen and
increasing fish food consumption. The
supply of fish seed free of cost to the
fisheries cooperatives also helped elim-
inate middlemen and private money
lenders.

Interestingly, the people who earlier
refused to join the fisheries coopera-
tives are now vying for their member-
ship. The increased water sources, con-
sequent to recently developed lift
irrigation projects and its allied water
storage reservoirs across the Godavari
Basin and the resultant enhancement of
the effective water spread area, has
greatly helped.

Eliminating Middlemen

In the past, middlemen and contractors
used to dictate terms to the fishermen
primary cooperative societies in fixing
the fish procurement price at the
source since the poor fishermen were
forced to stay mute spectators under
the pretext that the former was provid-
ing the required capital investments in
arranging the fish seed and feed. Ironi-
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In addition to water
resources, the de-silting of
over 49,000 old water storage
tanks through Mission
Kakatiya has further improved
the water spread areas

cally, the middlemen and the contrac-
tors used to pay a paltry sum of Rs 15-
28 per kg they bought from the fisher-
men against which at present the
cooperative societies are selling the
same fish directly to the retailers rang-
ing from Rs 70 to Rs 100 a kg.

The same is the case with prawns,
which is selling between Rs 200 and Rs
300 per kg on site, In turn, the retailers
— majority are from the same fisher-
men communities — are selling the
same fresh fish between Rs 150 and Rs
200 a kg, while the prawns are sold at
Rs 300-Rs 400 a kg. With the govern-
ment support, the local fishermen and
women folks are able to exercise their
control over the entire system of fish
rearing and marketing, resulting in
profits.

The outcome of the ‘free fish seed
supply’ scheme during the last five
years, with an expenditure of Rs 208.44
crore, created wealth worth of Rs
30,000 crore through the production of
151akh tonnes of fish and 40,000 tonnes
of prawns. The total worth is calcu-
lated together for the two components
of the fish and prawns at their selling
price at the respective water bodies
and the retail open market price at the
consumer end.

Irrigation Projects

The coming up of the Kaleshwaram lift
irrigation project removed uncertainty
on water availability and ensured suffi-
cient storage. This is one of the major
factors in enhancing fish production in
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the State. According to the Fisheries
Department, the effective water spread
area has increased from 6 lakh hectares
in the past to 7.5 lakh hectares now. In
addition to water resources, the de-silt-
ing of over 49,000 age-old water stor-
age tanks through Mission Kakatiya
has also improved the water spread
areas.

The future of the fisheries sector is
more promising in the wake of the
global and Indian fisheries scenario
where fish production in the marine
sector is rapidly dropping while the
contribution from the inland sector is
surging, every year,

The production from the marine sec-
tor stood at 64% in 1980 while the in-
land sector contributed just36%. These
figures almost reversed by 2020 with
the marine sector recording a low of
26% against the inland sector’s contri-
bution of 74%. Parallel to these, the
agquaculture system, both in marine and
inland sectors, is also growing fast with
its innovative and medern technelogi-
cal advances.

Aquaculture, in a short span, now oc-
cupies around 43% of the total fish pro-
duction in the world, and more or less
the trend is the same in India, Of late,
the new-fangled aquaculture is catch-
ing on in the fast-growing fisheries sec-
tor of Telangana, mostly in the private
entrepreneurship segment,

Telangana, being the third-largest in-
land water resources State in the coun-
try, could emerge as the main market
for fish production if supplemented ad-
equately by the Kaleshwaram project
and Mission Kakatiya. The fast-grow-
ing inland fisheries sector in the coun-
try and the declining inputs from the
marine sector would also power this
growth.

(The author is Founder-President of
Telangana Fisheries Society and
Convener of South Indian Fishermen
Communities Association. He is also
member of World Aquaculture Society
and Asian Fisheries Society)
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FLOOD FEAR
LOOMS LARGE
OVER ODISHA

AKSHAYA KUMAR SAHOO |
DC
BHUBAMESWAR, SEPT. 16

Incessant rains in the upper
catchment of Hirakud dam in
Sambalpur district and heavy
inflow of water into the reser-
voir on Thursday triggered
flood fear among the residents
in Odisha’s several districts.

On  Thursday evening,
Hirakud dam was discharging
floodwater through 24 sluice
gates. The inflow of water into
the reservoir dam remained at
4,35,794 cusecs per second
while the outflow was at
4,23,089 cusecs.

The water level in the dam
stood at 628.39 feet against its
full reservoir capacity of 630
feet.

In the Mahanadi river sys-
tem, 6.38 lakh cusecs of water
was flowing at Khairmal while
its volume was 4.64 lakh cusec
at Barmul and 5.96 lakh cusecs
at Mundali near Cuttack, offi-
cials in the water resources
department said.

“Water is being presently
released through 24 gates.
Keeping the situation in view,
the district administration is
on high alert. Rescue officials
have been deploved in low-
lving areas in Sambalpur
and flood centers have been
kept ready to accommodate
affected people. Water has not
entered any slums in the town
till now. The rescue officials
are alerting people in the low-
lying regions while relief
materials have also been kept
at hand,” said a district admin-
istration official.
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Rs 9,800 crore
for NE states
under Jal

Jeevan Mission
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 16: The
Union Government has allo-
cated a fund of Rs, 9,800 crore
this year as a Central grant for
Northeastern states under the
Jal Jeevan Mission, said Union
Minister of Jal Shakti, Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat on
Thursday.

Today, Shekhawat chaired a
one-day conference of Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED) Ministers of
Northeastern states on Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) here.

Addressing the conference,
Shekhawat said that the suc-
cess of Jal Jeevan Mission de-
pends on the dedication of all
the employees of the depart-
ment. Talking about the im-
plementation of the Jal Jeevan
Mission in the country, the
Minister said that despite the
Covid-19 pandemic and dis-
ruptions the Union Govern-
ment has provided 4.87 crore
new tap water connections in
the last 22-23 months.

The focus of the conference
was on the important issues
pertaining to the implementa-
tion of the programme, strat-
egy and planning, progress
made so far, ways to enhance
the pace of implementation to
achieve the goal in a time-
bound manner, etc.

Attending the conference,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said that as the Centre
has extended technical and fi-
nancial support for the imple-
mentation of the Mission, the
NE states must put united ef-
fort toachieve the target with-
in the stipulated time frame.

He said the State has made
significant progress in the im-
plementation of the Mission in
the last three months and since
August more than 6,700 fami-
lies have been provided tap
water connections every day.
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Rains likely to last
till early October

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 16

The monsoon will withdraw
by Septemberend or in the
beginning of October and
rain is likely to continue till
the third and fourth week.

The MeT office has 1ssued
vellow warning of thunder-
storm, lightning and heavy
rain in five to 10 districts,
barring  Kinnaur and
Lahaul and Spiti, on Sep-
tember 18 and 20.

Till now, 389 persons have
died since June 13. The state
has suffored a total loss of Rs
1,085.51 crore and 12 roads,
including  Shimla-Mandi
highway and Shimla-Kin-
naur highway, were blocked.

The Shimla- Kinnaur

Yellow warning in 10
districts: Kinnaur
road still blocked

road, which was blocked
near Chaura in Kinnaur dis-
trict after a rockslide, could
not be opened even after
blasting as the rock was big
and efforts were afoot to

clear the road. — TNS
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Rainwater harvesting must for
large properties in city

Assembly passes bill without

debate as B'luru MLAs abstain

BENCALURU, DHNS

he Legislative Assembly
Ton Thursday passed abill

thatmakes itmandatory
forlarge propertiesin Bengalu-
ru to instal rainwater harvest-
ing infrastructure, a move the
government believes will help
the city manage the heavy de-
mand for Cauvery water.

The Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage (Amend-
ment) Bill was passed without
anydebateasthere were hard-
ly any Bengaluru legislators in
theassemblywhenitwastaken
up.

Owners and occupiers of
buildings having a sital area of
not less than 2,325 square feet
and not more than 10,763.9
square feet are required to
provide rainwater harvesting
structures for storage, for use
and for groundwater recharge.

Also, upcoming and existing
buildings with asitalareaof not
less than 10,763.9 square feet
“ghall provide dual piping sys-
teny and rainwater harvesting
structure for storage and for
use, other than drinking, cook-
ing and bathing purpose,” the
bill states.

According to the bill's state-
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ment of objects and reasons,
the amendment will “reduce
the dependence on Cauvery
water, reducethe flow of storm-
water drains, mitigate urban
flooding, manage the summer
peak demand through ground-

water charging, provide fresh-
water source through rain-
water harvesting where the
groundwater quality is poor
and mandate rainwater har-
vesting as the rain harvested
water is free. readily available

and has nodistribution cost.”

Piloting the bill on behalf
of Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Law Minister J C
Madhuswamy said it was al-
ready mandatory for proper-
ties located onsites measuring
60x40 to have rainwater har-
vesting structures. “Now, we
are making it mandatory for
30x40 sites while exempting
the existingones. We'realsoin-
cluding 40x60 properties that
haven'tbuilt rainwater harvest-
ingstructuresand thoseabove
40x60 to have dual pipes,” he
said.

The assembly also passed
the Karnataka Agricultural
Pests and Diseases (Amend-
ment) Bill. According to Ag-
riculture Minister B C Patil,
the bill expands the role of the
director of agriculture to in-
clude horticulture, sericulture,
animal husbandry, fisheries or
forest.
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Thursday rains take September
showers to highest in 77 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: As Thursday's
incessant showers choked Del-
hi’s roads once again with traf-
fic crawling at a snail’s pace,
the most-delayed monsoon
season in 19 years, broke sev-
eral records, including that of
recording the highest Septem-
ber rainfall in the last 77 years, in
addition to recording the high-
est rainfall in a monsoon season
since 1964.

Delhi’s September rain-
fall has breached the 400 mm
mark. At 403 mm till Thursday
afternoon, it is the maximum
rainfall recorded in the month
since 417.3 mm in September
1944. To put things into per-
spective, Delhi had received 404
mm rainfall in the entire 2019
monsoon period.

‘The September rainfall this
year has been in marked con-
trast to last year, when the city
got a meagre 20.9 mm precipi-
tation in the month against a
normal of 129.8 mm.

Delhi recorded more than
100 mm of rainfall on two con-
secutive days at the start of the
month — 112.1 mm on Sep-
tember 1 and 117.7 mm on
September 2. On Saturday (Sep-
tember 11), it recorded 94.7 mm
precipitation.

However, the IMD has pre-
dicted more rain this unusu-
ally extreme monsoon season,

PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

which will result in the figures
going further up. Experts say
that it is on course to become the
second-wettest monsoon ever in
Delhi by the time it withdraws.

Normally, Delhi records
653.6 mm of rainfall during
the monsoon season. Last year,
the capital gauged 648.9 mm of
precipitation.

According to the IMD, the
Safdarjung Observatory, which
is considered the official marker
for the city, has received 1159.4
mm of rainfall this season till
Thursday afternoon. It had
gauged 1,155.6 mm of rainfall
in 1975 and 1190.9mm in 1964.
The all-time record is 1,420.3

mm rainfall in 1933.

And even as the IMD had
issued an orange alert for Thurs-
day, they have predicted light
rain for today.

Mahesh Palawat, vice pres-
ident, Skymet Weather, a pri-
vate forecasting agency. said:
On and off rains will continue
till September 23-24 due to
the expected late withdrawal
of monsoon.

What has marked the
unusual weather pattern this
season is shorter spells of more
intense rains concentrated on
very few days - compared to
previous years.

Delhi has also witnessed

seven heavy rain events (64.5
mm to 115.5mm) this mon-
soon season so far, the highest
ever, and these spells account for
around 60 per cent of the rainfall
recorded in the city. Normally,
Delhi records just one or two
such events during the entire
season, said senior IMD scien-
tist R K Jenamani.
Meanwhile, the rains on
Thursday led to several areas
being waterlogged and traffic
snarls at various locations.
According to the Public
Works Department (PWD),
areas that witnessed waterlog-
ging included Pul Prahladpur
underpass, Mehrauli-Badarpur

road, Anand Parbat, Zakhira
underpass, Nangloi, Mundka,
Uttam Nagar, Rohtak Road,
Sangam Vihar, Dabri, Sitapuri,
Krishna Nagar, Madhu Vihar,
Chhattarpur, Badli, and Kirari.

The traffic police had to shut
Pul Prahladpur underpass on
Mehrauli-Badarpur Road in
south Delhi due to waterlogging.

PWD officials said the
ground staff was dealing with
the waterlogging complaints.
“Very few waterlogging-related
complaints have been received
today (Thursday) so far and
they were dealt with on prior-
ity basis,” a senior PWD offi-
cial said.
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Mega monsoon spell
creates new records

September rainfall touches 403-mm mark, highest since 1944

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

DELHI'S September rainfall
has breached the 400-mm mark.
The enormity of this can be
understood when compared to
the 404-mm rainfall
received by the city in the
entire 2019 monsoon period.

At 403mm till Thursday
afternoon, it is the highest
precipitation in the month
since 1944 when the national
capital was pounded by
417.3mm showers.

The city received moderate
rains on Thursday with the
weather office predicting more
showers over the weekend.
Strong surface winds also
sweep through the city during
the day. According to the weath-
er office, 12.6mm rainfall was
recorded between 8.30 am and
5.30 pm on Thursday.

“The city will witness gener-
ally cloudy sky with light to

moderate rain thundershowers
on Friday,” an official of India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Thursday.

Earlier in the day, the weath-
er office had issued an orange
alert for Thursday.

The national capital record-
ed a minimum temperature of
24.8 degrees Celsius while the
maximum temperature settled
at 28 degrees Celsius, six notch-
es below the season’s average,
the MeT office said. Relative
humidity at 8.30am on Thurs-
day was 98 per cent while it
stood at 87 per cent at 5.30 PM.

On and off rains will continue till
September 23-24 due to expected
late withdrawal of monsoon. This

means Delhi may record its
second-wettest monsoon ever

Weather expert

The monsoon this year has
already unleashed 1,159.4mm
in Delhi till Thursday after-
noon, the highest since 1964
and the third-highest ever, ac-
cording to India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data.

Between June 1, when the
monsoon season starts, and
September 15, the city normal-
ly gets 614.3mm of rainfall. The
monsoon withdraws from Del-
hi by September 25.

According to the IMD, the
Safdarjung Observatory, which
is considered the official mark-
er for the city, has received
1,159.4mm of rainfall this sea-
son till Thursday afternoon. It
had gauged 1,155.6mm of rain-
fall in 1975 and 1190.9mm in
1964. The all-time record is
1,420.3mm rainfall in 1933.

This is only the third time in
the last two decades that the
monsoon rainfall in Delhi
breached the 1,000mm mark.
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Govt to save 600 cr in
Okhla Barrel Project: Min

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Delhi Government will

save approximately I600
cr in the Okhla barrel project,
Water Minister Satyendar Jain
announced on Thursday.

The 15 km long barrels car-
rying 115 MGD of waste water
will now be made at a reduced
cost of T60 Cr and the old
sewage carrying barrels at
Okhla will be constructed in
two years.

Directed Government offi-
cials to complete the project at
earliest, Jain said, “these are old
barrels and have exhausted
their usual life. Among these,
the oldest barrel was made by
the British in 1938, while the
other two barrels were con-
structed in 1956 and 1985.

Minister instructed officials to
lay down a new pipeline of
2200 mm diameter made of
High Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) material parallel to
existing conduits on priority to
provide immediate relief to
the area. It will be followed by
rehabilitation of the oldest bar-
rel that was constructed in
1938 within 4 months”

He further instructed DJB
officials to complete the reha-
bilitation of the second barrel
constructed in 1956 and clean-
ing of conduit made in 1985
within 2 years.

These barrels run parallel
to each other and carry 115
MGD of wastewater from
South and Central Delhi and
terminate at the Okhla Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP).
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