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Bangladesh seeks
postponement of
meetings with India
on river management
PTI @ NEW DELHI

Amid the protest over the
amended citizenship law,
Bangladesh has sought post-
ponement of two meetings
on river management sched-
uled for later this week,
sources said on Friday.

Officials from the
Ministry of Jal Shakti were to
meet their Bangladeshi coun-
terparts here on Thursday
and Friday.

They said while one was
a joint committee meeting
and the other was a techni-
cal level meeting.

"They have sought post-
ponement of the meeting
due to some technical issues,”
an official added.

Sources said a member
of Joint River Commission
from the Bangladesh side
was to lead the meeting.

India and Bangladesh
share waters of several rivers.
However resolution to the
Teesta water issue remains
unresolved.

The postponement
comes days after Bangladesh
Foreign Minister A K Abdul
Momen and Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan can-
celled their visits to India
amid protests against the
legislation in the northeast.
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Farmers to earn 9% profit over lower kharif, higher rabi output: CRISIL

S[WER u NmGs DILIP KUMAR JHA brim, which in turn promises to ele- and September resulted in a 10 per : prices have already shown an
¥ Mumbai, 17 December vate rabi crop productivity and lead cent above-normal monsoon for the upward trend in the past few quar-
Allstates have higher reservoir levels B (e to seven-eight per cent higher out- season between June 1 and ters - leading to higher Kharif profits
i % Farmers are likely to generate 7-9 per | put. September 30, per hectare,” said Gandhi.
| y cent more in profit during the crop While lower market supply of Though sowing gained pace in Among crop segments, prices of

Uttar Pradesh

year 2019-20 (July-June) because of
an increase in overall prices of farm

kharif foodgrain will push up mandi
prices by over 10 per cent, a higher
minimum support price (MSP) and

response to the monsoon’s progress,
many parts of the country — includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh

pulses and oilseeds have shown an
increase of 23 per cent and eight per
cent, respectively, from the third

Uttarakhand commodities on lower kharif yield

Pupjab and higher productivity from rabi government support for and West Bengal — quarter of 2018 to the fourth quarter
_Maharashtra crops, according to a study from rat- wheat (over half of rabi Though sowing continued to be dry. of 2019 (the comparison period is
_Rajasthan ings agency CRISIL. output) is expected to aid  gained pace in On the other hand, odd because of delayed mandi
Gujost & In 2018-19, farmers had generated | price growth for rabi, lead- response to the Maharashtra, Madhya arrivals in 2019).

Madhya Pradesh 26 per cent higher profit year-on- ing to an expansion inthe  monsoon’s progress, Pradesh, Karnataka, Prices for cash crops have soft-
Olhagg'_gwam“— year over the low base of the preced- overall per-hectare farm many parts of the Kerala, Andhra, ened by around S per cent, led by a
WestBengal ing year, 2017-18. The latter saw per- profitability in crop year country, including Rajasthan and Odisha decline in cotton because of an
0Odish e hectare profit decline due to low 2019-20,” said Hetal Punjab, Haryana, had crop damage due expected increase in output.
*—l——-man e L wholesale (mandi) prices followinga | Gandhi, Director at Uttar Pradesh, and to excess rain and Average prices of cereals and
Andh Pradesh bumper crop. CRISIL. West Bengal, floods. coarse cereals inched up 13 per cent
o R e “Unprecedented heavy rainfall in The southwest mon- continued to be dry “Overall, the kharif because of an 11 per cent increase in
Tamil Nadu September-October would lower soon was 28 per cent below crop output is expect- paddy prices supported by higher
Jelangana kharif crop production by 4 to 6 per normal as of end-June and nine per ed to be four to six per cent lower MSP, and a 25 per cent increase in
Medla - - cent year-on-year. On the other cent below normal at end —July 30, year-on-year. Thus, shortage in mar- | weighted average prices of coarse
_Kamataka hand, a 10 per cent above-normal leading to delayed Kharif sowing. ket supplies is expected to keep grain because of high domestic

Source: Central Water Commission

monsoon has filled reservoirs to the

However, quick catch-up in August

mandi prices firm - indeed, mandi

demand.
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- Bangladesh Seeks to

Postpone Meetings
With India on Rivers

A
New Dell;i: Amid the protest over the
amended citizenshiplaw, Bangladesh has
sought postponement of two meetings on
{ river management scheduled for later
this week, sources said on Friday, Offici.
| alsfrom(heministryof JalShaktiwereto
meet their Bangladeshi counterparts he-
fe on Thursdz_ay axtld Fri(}ay Theysaid whi-
€ one was a joint panel meeting and
other was a technical level zitg‘gﬂheytl?:
ve sought postponement of the meeting
du_e to some technical issues,” an official
said. Sources said a member of Joint Ri-
ver Commission from the Bangladesh
was to lead the meeting. 3

the meeting
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READING THE SKIES

Weather forecasting goes high-tech

IBM GRAF is a high-
precision, rapidly updating
weather weather model
that aims to improve
forecast quality in India

SUDHIR CHOWDHARY

AS WEATHER CONDITIONS become
increasingly more severeacrosstheglobe,
i'sarudial thatbusinesses(indudingagri-
culturalists) across India have access to
timely and accurate weather data to help
stay prepared,said CameronClayton,gen-
eral manager, IBM Watson Media and
Weather. Recently, I BMand its subsidiary,

TheWeather Company, introduceda new
weather model,called GRAF; this super-
computer-powered system provides
fresher, higherquality forecasts for coun-
tries such as India that have never before
had access to state-of-the-art weather
data.The global roll out of IBM GRAFhelps
the region prepare for and respond to cli-
mate 3

“The launch of IBM GRAF is an inflec-
tion point in forecasting sdence,where
technologydemocratisesweatherdatafor
the good of sodety” said Clayton.
“Enhanced global forecasts are revolu-
tionary in areas of the world like India,
where we are committed to delivering
improved weather insights to businesses
and consumers to help save time, money
and lives.” IBM GRAF runs on an IBM
Power Systems supercomputer and can

18-12-2019

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
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predict conditions upto 12 hours in
advancedwithdetail and frequency previ-
ously unavailable. It will provide finer-
grained predictionsofthe atmosphereand
update its forecasts sixto 12 times more
frequently than that generated by con-
ventional global modeling systems.

In India, current global weather mod-
ds cover 9-13 km and are updated every
sixhours.Bycontrast,IBM GRAFforecasts
down to 3kmand is updated houry. With
12 trillion pieces of forecast information
issued perday by IBM GRAF, IBM aims to
improve forecast quality in India.

Arecent study by IBMin partnership
with Moming Consult, found that 72%
Indiansbelieve thatthelocal economyhas
been disrupted by asevere weather event
in the past year Additionally, 89% of Indi-
ans expressed concern that climate
change could have a negative impact on
the economy. Further emphasising cli-
mate change apprehension,seven in 10
Indians(66%) believe that severe weather
events are much morecommon nowthan
theyused tobe.

Financial Express
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# To surpass record 4.96 million tonnes shipped in 2007/08

Sugar exports poised
to reach record 5 MT

MAYANK BHARDWAJ &
RAJENDRA JADHAV
NEW DELHI, DEC. 17

India, the world’s biggest
sugar producer, is poised
to break its own export
record this year thanks to
a flurry of overseas sales
in the past few months,
prompted by attractive
global prices, trade and
industry officials said on
Tuesday.

Sugar mills in India have
done deals to export 2 mil-
lion tonnes in the new sea-
son that began on Oct. 1,
2019, raising hopes that the
country would sell at least
5 million tonnes on the
world market in the
2019/20 season, nearly a
third higher than the pre-
vious year.

“Looking at the current
trend, [ can tell you with a
lot of confidence that we'll
be able to export at least 5
million tonnes this year,”
said a New Delhi-based
dealer from the Indian unit

of a global trading firm.

At 5 million tonnes,
Indian exports would sur-
pass their previous peak of
4.96 million tonnes shipped
in 2007/08 according to
trade and industry data.
This was spurred by a rally
in international prices, a
weak Indian rupee and a
clutch of government sub-
sidies which made exports
lucrative.

“Compared to last year,
exports got the momentum

18-12-2019
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this vear from the start of

the season due to an
improvement in sugar
prices.” said Rahil Shaikh,
Managing Director of
MEIR Commodities India.

A sharp increase in
exports from India, also
the world’s biggest sugar
consumer, could weigh on
benchmark prices in New
York and London and trim
the market share of rivals
Brazil, Thailand and
Australia, the world’s top
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sugar suppliers.

Higher sugar shipments
from India could intensify
a trade dispute at the
World Trade Organization
(WTO).

Brazil has already said
India’s subsidies for sugar
exports were not in line
with WTO rules and would
hurt free competition in
the global market. Brazil,
Australia and Guatemala
have questioned the subsi-
dies at the WTO.

India, struggling with
surplus sugar supplies,
has approved a subsidy of
10,448 rupees ($145.58) a
tonne for exports in the
2019/20 season - a move
that encouraged mills to
clinch overseas sales deals
early this year

Traders have contracted
to export raw sugar at an
average $300 a tonne and
white sugar $330 a tonne
on a free-on-board basis,

three dealers directly
involved in the deals said.
- Reuters

The Asian Age




WSE Directorate, CWC documented following news itemy/letter/article/editorial published

.- Pioneer, Delhi =

dated. /8- /‘2 . 20 /9

Nitish unveils developmental schemes worth 668.97cr

PTI B PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Tuesday under-
scored impact of climate
change causing eratic rainfall in
the State and stressed on water
conservation and afforestation
to deal with the situation.

He was addressing a pub-
lic meeting at Rangmanch
Maidan near Mundeshwari
temple in Kaimur district.

The CM inaugurated and
laid foundation stone of 606
various development schemes
worth 3668.97 crore during the
"Jagrukta Sammelan" under
"Jal-Jiwan-Hariyali" drive in
order to create awareness about
water conservation and
afforestation.
‘ "The State used to receive
an average annual rainfall of
1200-1500 mm. It has reached

'to 1027 mm in past 30 years

and if we study the rainfall of
past 13 years, the average rain-
fall has been reported at 901
mm. "Sometimes we witness
untimely rain, sometimes high
amount of rainfall while some-
times there is a drought like sit-
uation,” an official release said
quoting Kumar.

Stating that the State’s green
coverage was left at nine per
cent after its bifurcation (lead-
ing to creation of Jharkhand
State in 2000), Kumar said this
has increased to 15 per cent fol-
lowing Hariyali Mission pro-
gramme under which 19 crore
saplings have been planted in
the State.

Kumar said the
Government has set a target of
planting eight crore addition-
al saplings in the next three
years in order to further

increase the State’s green cov-
erage area.

Some crops have been
damaged, including that in
Kaimur, following rainfall in
the State witnessed two-three
days back, the CM said.

Stating  that  State
Government will give all pos-
sible help to those who suffered
losses due to crop damage,
Kumar said Patna divisional
Commissioner Sanjay Kumar
Agarwal, who is also the OSD
of Disaster Management
Department, has been asked to
prepare loss to the crops on this
account. Kaimur district comes
under Patna division.

"We believe that victims of
disasters have the first right
over the State’s exchequer,” he
said while explaining as how
his Government helped people
during floods or drought or in

the event of any disasters.

The Jal-Jiwan-Hariyali
drive, which was envisaged in
the backdrop of climate change
will be undertaken across the
state.

A sum of 24,500 crore
would be spent in the next
three years to undertake vari-
ous schemes and programmes
to improve the climate change
situation, the CM said adding
it would be carried out in a
"mission mode".

CM exhorted people espe-
cially women to show their
commitment by participating
in a "human chain" which will
be formed on January 19, 2020
across the state in support of
prohibition and on climate
change issue. The programme
is also against the practise of
dowry and child marriage.
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