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Just 60% Pb groundwater fitfor use

hemicals, hea metals
HEALTH HAZARD CAG says |t s laden with toxnc che o8 Sa\l/Jym e
The CAG repott says 40 per

While 10 per cent of it is unsafe
even for nngahon purposes,
30 per cent is marginally to
m : sa]me/alkalme, |
qhn’tbeusedbyhumans
The quality of groundwater |
is classified as fit, marginal
and unfit for agricultural use
on the basis of electrical con-
ductivity and residual sodium
carbonate, which is iridicative
of its salinity'and alkalinity.
Not adhering to the Bureau
of Indian Standards norms,
it was found that in 16 dis-
tricts, fluoride was above the
permissible limit (which is
15 mg in 1 litre); in 19 dis-
tricts, nitrate (was above 45

govemment. the reman'nng
safe groundwater is deplet-
ing at a rapid pace. These
facts have come to the fore in
the first-ever audit report on
' Punjab’s groundwater pre-
~ pared by the Comptroller

l AumtoriGeneral mg in one litre); in six dis-
I)la-parl:menth0 of m tricts, arsenic (was above 0.05
Resources, the 26-page report mg) and in nine districts,
will be tabled in the upcoming iron (was above 10 mg).
Budget session of the Punjab. CONTINUBD ON PAGE 7

State notifies \/ \I/ \[/
water resources :
MOGA, FEBRUARY 17 T 9 groundwater...
The Punjab Government has v T4
issued a notification on the FROM PAGE 1

Punjab Water Resources The CAG noted that Punjab

(Management and Regula-
tion) Act, 2020, paving the
way for the constitution of the
Punjab Water Regulation and
Development Authority.

The objective is to ensure
development, management
and conservgtlon of water
resources of the state in
accordance with the Integrat-
ed State Water Plan.

The authority will be
empowered to issue direc-
tions and guidelines for the
conservation and manage-
ment of water resources,
besides issuing tariff orders
specifying the charges to be
imposed by entities supply-
ing water for drinking,
domestic, commercial and
industrial use. — TNS

has the maximum percent-
age of wells showing deple-
tion in groundwater and fig-
ures among the top 10
worst-affected Indian states
(pre-monsoon data 2018).

Punjab is extracting water
from the ground at the high-
est speed in the country. The |
report has found that ground-
water extraction has
increased from 149% in 2013
to 165% 2018. Going into the
reason, the CAG has noted
that paddy sowing is the
main culprit.
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Tweet on debris
near Yamuna spurs
depts into action

sasjeevGandiiok: 101~ Fers), and asked the agenci-

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: After images of
construction debris being
dumped on the Yamuna flo-
odplain under the Nizamud-
dinbridgesurfaced onsocial
media on Sunday, both Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board

b S e 2
D d to submit

A has been tol
action-taken report in two days

(CPCB) and the NGT-appo-
inted Yamuna Monitoring
Committee (YMC) asked
DelhiDevelopment Authori-
ty (DDA) - the land-owning
agency —to submit an action
taken report in the matter.

_The two-member Yamu-
na monitoring committee,
comprising retired NGT ex-
pert member; BS Sajwan,
and former Delhi chief se-
cretary, Shailaja Chandra,
took cognisance of photog-
raphssubmitted by a twitter
user SANDRP (@Indian_Ri-

es concerned to take action
to remove the construction
debris. It asked DDA vice-
chairmantosubmitareport
inthenext two days.
“SANDRP (@Indian_Ri-
vers) has been putting up
posts on twitter relating to
the dumping of construc-
tion waste and debris in hu-
ge quantities beneath the Ni-

* zamuddin bridge. There is

criticism that DDAs CCTV
cameras are not working.

Thefactual positionmayple-

ase be checked by sending a
team to the site,” said the no-
tice dated February17.

‘Action may be taken to
get the debris removed. The
report on findings and action
taken, including operation of
the CCTV cameras, should be
submitted within two days,”
thenotice added.

Bhim Singh Rawat, who
posted the pictures, said
agenciesneeded tobepro-ac-
tive to ensure the floodplain
isnotencroached uponorre-
duced to durhping grounds.
“We will be monitoring the
site to see if the debris gets
removed,” said Rawat.

“The issue has been du-
ly noted and forwarded to
the concerned depart-
ment,” said DDA on twitter.
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West Bengal may opt out of
Centre’s piped water scheme

PRANAB MONDAL @Kollats

THE West Bengal government
may not join a central scheme
to provide piped water to rural
households as the Centre added
a precondition asking benefi-
ciaries to pay upto 10 per cent
of the cost of laying pipelines
to their doorsteps.

If West Bengal finally opts
out of the Jal Jeevan Mission,
it will be third central scheme
that will not be implemented in
the state. Mamata Banerjee's
government has a policy of not
laying water tax on common
people.

“Since the central scheme |
has mentioned a precondition |
that beneficiaries will have to |
share the cost of securing - ———
piped water, it has been decided ! '
primarily that state would not |
join the project,”said a state
government official.

Sources at Nabanna, the
state secretariat, said the de-
tails of the project sent to the |
state government said the Cen-
tre would bear 50 per cent of
the expenditures of the project
which will aim to ensure piped
water supply to 1.37 crore rural
households in Bengal. “The
state government needs to bear
40 per cent of the project cost
and the remaining 10 per cent
of the expenditure will have to
be shouldered by the benefi-
ciaries,” said an official.

Mamata Banerjee’s govern-
ment has already refused to
join two central schemes,

Ayushman Bharat, a health in-

surance plan, and PM-Kishan

which aims at giving direct fi-

nancial assistance to farmers.

Rather, the state launched two Z .
schemes, Swasthya Sathi and

Krishak Bandu, on its own.

According to records about
90 per cent of the 1.37 crore ru-
ral households do not have
piped water supplv.

WB (M Mamata Baner|ee meets Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar in Kolkata | eri
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Such weather conditions caused damages
of over ¥1.25 lakh crore during 2016-18

In3years harsh
weatherkilled5
people every day

RICHA SHARMA @ Nowbelth

ABOUT 5 persons lost their
lives every day in the last
three years in India due to ex-
treme weather events related
to heavy rains and floods,
which caused damages of
over ¥1.25 lakh crore between
2016 and 2018, state wise data

established.

A majority of states in the
list facing heavy losses saw
episodes of flash floods,
heavy rainfall and overflow-
ing rivers in the three years,

The CWC data shows that
people losing lives in floods
and heavy rains is on the rise
with as many as 107,487 peo-

EXPRESS ILLUSTRATION

NATURE’S FURY

A World Bank study says, deaths due to floods and climate change will
lower the standards of living of nearly half of Indla’s population by 2050,

RAIN AND FLOOD DAMAGE 2016-2018

collated by Centre suggests. ple dying in the 64 years be- | e |

What is worryingis that the  tween 1953 and 2017, ; § !
g?lst of damage due to floods A World Bank study re- § { ;

s seen a sharp rise every leased in 2018 said that India Population | Damageto | Damageto | Human Public
year. Loss in 2018 was 3.5 accounts for one-fifth of glob- affected trops g Houses | liveslost | utilitles
times more than the financial ~ al deaths due to floods and cli- (million) | (crores) (crores) ‘ (crores)
loss due to floods in 2017 and  mate change will lower the {

17 times more than in 2016. standards of living of nearly 20016 265 405212 114.67 1,420 150792
The Central Water Commis- half of India’s population by

sion (CWC) hasd compiled in-  2050. Rising extreme weather 2017 4 876139 9ung 2,060 836248
formation for damages events was also reflected 681.25
occurring due to heavy in the State of India’s 2018 M4 | 3091.36 i b L I
rain and floods from Environment 2020 re-

states, which suggest
. that 15 crore people

port released by the
Centre for Science

2018 and nine in 20189.

TOP 5 STATES WITH THE

HIGHEST DAMAGES IN 2018

were impacted across and Environment A’&m 0 46201 | 58994 , B | 8609632
the country. (CSE). | i | |

The biggest damage caused It said that one extreme Kamataka 0.3 2201 E 25 I i 203257
by floods are to public utili- weather event happened al- ‘
ties that suffered loss of ¥1 most every month in India Kela | 541 | 168.48 ; 998.13 450 215414
lakh crore, followed by 16,000  through 2018 and 2019, The g ;g‘% 059 | 23036 | BN | W05 303.33
crore damage to crops and world witnessed 286 and 228 fages i | :
loss of houses worth 11,000 extreme weather events in Rajasthan 0 12 | W | % 2136
crore. According to the Cen- 2018 and 2019, respectively. Of i | | ‘
tre, climate model simulation these, India recorded 23 in IGHEST DAMAGES IN 2017

studies done by agencies, in-

cluding Intergovernmental Interms of deaths, 48% of West | { | |
Panel on Climate Change the deaths in Asia due to ex- Bengal | 87 i 69145 ‘, 9158.28 amn 165516
(IPCC), project possible link- treme weather events hap- Guarat | 0. i 86 | BT | 4 3531.53
ages of climate change with pened. And in 2019, there s + i
frequency and intensity of were more deaths even Rajasthan | 3586 B2 3045 | W00 5318
weather related events, though such events were few- Artnachal | ! ?

However, causal link be- er - 2038 people died in 2019 Pr:degh ! 019 9754 5% | &0 147159
tween climate change and due to extreme weather Nagaland 066 03 B2 29 526,00

loss of life and property or fi-
nancial logs has not been

events, compared to 1396 in
2018.
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Floods put Mississippi capitali

Sfr‘t

ASSOCIATED PRESS
JACKSON (US), 17 FEBRUARY

With the waters in the Pearl
River continuing torise in and
around Mississippi's capital
city and more rain on the
way this week, the governor
warned residents thatitwould
be days before flood waters
start to recede.

Governor Tate Reeves said
Sunday morning that the
Pearl would continue to rise
throughout the day, and he
warned that the state faces a
precarious situation that can
turn at any moment.

In one Jackson neigh-
bourhood, residents paddled
canoes, kayaks and small fish-
ing boats to check on their
houses, giving lifts to other
neighbours.

Some were able to get
inside while others peeked into
the windows to see what, if any
damage, had been done inside.

Outside floodwaters lapped
at mailboxes, street signs
and cars thathad beenleftin
driveways.

In abit of good news, offi-
cials at a reservoir upriver of
the capitol said Sunday that
water levels in the reservoir
had stabilised, allowing them
to send less water downriv-
er.

The National Weather Ser-
vice, which had been antici-
pating the river would crest
Sunday at 38 feet, on Sunday
slightly reduced that to 37.5
feet. The river is now antici-
pated to crest Monday.

But even with that devel-
opment, officials urged resi-
dentsto payattention to evac-

uation orders, check onroad
closures before traveling and
stay out of floodwaters, warn-
ing that even seemingly placid
waters could mask fast-mov-

_ ing currents and pollution.

Law enforcement officials
went door to door in affect-
ed areas, telling people to
evacuate, Reeves said.

Rescuers performed four
assisted evacuations Saturday,
although they said none were
needed overnight. We expect

~ theriver to continue to rise over

the next 24 hours or so, Reeves

~said at a news conference in

ndire straits

Jackson.We are not out of the
woods yet.

Jackson Mayor Chokwe
Lumumba said power had
been shut off to 504 resi-
dences as a safety precaution.

He said some city homes
had been flooded but officials
do not yet know how many.
About 30 people are at a shel-
ter thathasbeen set up in Jack-
son, he said.

Nearly 2,400 structures
across the three counties clos-
est to theriver and the reser-
voir Hinds, Rankin and Madi-
son counties could be impact-
ed, meaning they either get
water inside or are surrounded
by water, said Malary White,
of the Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency.

While the focus nowis on
the Jackson area, the heavy
rains and flooding has affect-
ed amuch larger swathe of the
state. State emergency man-
agement officials said they had
received preliminary dam-
agereports from 11 counties
connected with the severe
weather that hit the state.

HINDOSTAN TINES - 18.08. 2020

FLOOD ALERTS IN UK

- Emergency personnel rescue people in a flooded street

H1-19

after Storm Dennis in Hereford Britain issued five severe
flood alerts on Monday, warning of a danger to life after
Storm Dennis dumped weeks worth of rain in some
plaoes.hoah-fwcevﬁndsalsoimwmwoh
weather-related car accidents in Germany and caused
flooding and power outages elsewhere in northern

Europe.

REUTERS
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