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Mega lift to minor projects

Irrigation projects, village tanks and lakes filled to the brim, thanks to TS govt's aggressive initiatives

M SRINIVAS
HYDERABAD

Telangana, often described
as a backward, drought-hit
and parched region not so
long ago, wears an entirely
different look now, with
water bodies including
major and minor irrigation
projects, village tanks and
lakes brimming with water,
thanks to the aggressive ini-
tiatives of the State in the
past seven years, Besides the
mega Kaleshwaram Lift Trri-
gation Scheme and other
major projects, minor irriga-
tion schemes and rejuvena-
tion of village tanks under
Mission Bhagiratha also
played a major role in the
transformation,

Irrigation officials point
out that the sight of brim-
ming water bodies in Telan-
gana in mid-August was
more of a mirage in the past,
but it was actually taking
place now. Almost all the
village tanks and lakes
across the State were brim-
ming with water and minor
irrigation projects were
close to their full reservoir
levels as on Tuesday.

While officials at the
major projects are maintain-
ing a constant vigil on the

e i

Jayashankar Bhupalpally (Gundlavagu)

Lanka Sagar
L1826
1793

3 Wyra

g %88
I 95.53
I 116.70
I 115.98

=
=
=]

water levels before lifting
gates again, the medium irri-
gation projects are receiving
heavy inflows prompting au-
thorities to be on high alert if
same weather conditions
continue for the next few

Following heavy inflows due to rains, the Shanigaram project is fi
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days. Since many tanks and
lakes in erstwhile Adilabad
and Khammam districts are
receiving surplus water, offi-
cials have begun releasing
water downstream. Minor
projects in Godavari basin in

I 243
24190

20

(=]
2
e

ii

6

Nirmal (Gaddennavagu)

I 358.7)

PP Rao Project

I 147.50

NTR Sagar

Vattivagu
| |
|

I 147.50

————Kumram Bheem-Asifabad ————

atleast nine districts, mostly
in erstwhile Adilabad and
Khammam districts, almost
touched their FRLs on Tues-
day morning., Vattivagu,
NTR Sagar, PP Rao Project,
Sri Komaram Bheem Project
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and Peddavagu Jagannath-
pur medium irrigation proj-
ect in Kumram Bheem Asi-
fabad, and Wyra and Lanka
Sagar in Khammam were
filled to the brim, officials
said. (SEE PAGE 2)
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New Delhi: Many residents’
welfare associations have cal-
led for a review of the policy
that makes it mandatory for
properties above 100sqm to in-
stall rainwater harvesting
(RWH)systems. Inmany cases,
they argue, creating harves-
ting pits in already built-up
areas of houses is not techni-
callyfeasibleand itmaylead to
weakening of the foundation
because of seepage. RWAS ha-
ve suggested that common are-
ag, parks and backlanes canbe
used for developing common
rainwater harvesting units.

Thedeadlineformandato-
ry RWH installation is Sep-
tember 30, 2021.

Spread over 8,000 hectares,
Delhi has more than 16,000
parksandopenspaces wherera
inwater harvesting can be imp-
lemented with a potential of
harvesting 12,800 million litres
of rainwater every year, a CSE
report states. The mandatory 1i-
mit for individual houses was
reduced from 500sgim to 100sqm
by Delhi Jal Board in 2019,

Atul Goel, head of United
Residents Joint Action Of Del-
hi, said that he had been con-
tacted by RWAs with appre-
hension about the new limit.
“How is it technically feasible
to make RWH pits in already
built-up structures? Thisisim-
practical and will lead to many
igsues. The policy should be re-
viewed, We should move to-
wards communify rainwater
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Pitfall: Why Residents Are Wary Of
New Rules On Tapping Rainwater

Say Creating Harvesting Pits In Small Plots May Weaken Foundation Due To Seepage
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harvestinggystems,” heacdec.

BM Bakshi, head of New
Friends Colony RWA, secon-
ded his views. “Where is the
space in such small plots for
the RWH system? The 100sgm

limitistoolowanditwill lead
tomoisture in thefoundation
of the structures. The go-
vernment should develop
common rainwater harves-
ting pits with the help of

RWASs where pipelines from
rooftopsof houses canbe con-
nected,” he suggested.
Bakshi further said that
this would also lead to dispu-
tes between flat owners. "Ow-

nership of flats on different
floors in a building may be
different andwho willbe held
responsible insuch cases?”
PK Paul, secretary of EBDP
Assneiation, which isanmbrel-
la body for residents of CR Park,
said that they had already ex-
pressed their objections to the
new riles to DJB. “If we make
pits inside a building, the dis-
charge will lead to seepage and
weaken the buildings founda-
fion. Also, our colony buildings
areonrock anditisnot technical-
Iy feasible to doit,” Paul stated.
Headded that they had al-
ready set up eight RWH sy-
stems in parkson theirown.
Chetan Sharma, general
gecretary of the confedera-
tion of NCR RWAs, said that
the approach of hackward in-
tegration was not legally so-
und. “The 100sqm limit co-
vers almest all the planned
Delhi properties. If govern-
ment canallow mobile towers
in parks, why not use them to
develop rainwater harves-
ting structures. Instead of
foreing the policy on 100sqm
plots, large government and
municipal properties should
becovered first,” he added.
Water-deficient Delhi re-
ceives 617-670mm of average
annual rainfall that can be
used to recharge the deple-
ting groundwater resources.
However, most of it goes to
waste every monsoonseason,
The deadline for mandatory
RWH installation has seen se-
veral extensions in the past.
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IMD issues flash flood alert

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 17

In a first for the state, the
local Indian Meteorolo-
gical Department (IMD)
office issued a Flash Flood
Risk (FFR) alert which
will be in effect till 11.30
a.m. on Wednesday. In the
forecast, it said the water-
sheds in the districts of

Bhadradri Kothagudem,
Jayshankar Bhupalpally,
Mulugu, Khammam,

Nirmal, Nizamabad and
Kamareddy can expect
flash floods as chances in

® ACCORDING TO

IMD director K. Naga
Ratna, isolated light to
moderate rain could
occur at places in
Hyderabad, Medchal
Malkajgiri,
Rangareddy, Yadadri
Bhuvanagiri districts
over the next 48 hours.

these areas were moderate
to high.

According to officials of
the IMD, there is a low-
pressure area over north-

west and adjoining west-
central Bay of Bengal off
south Odisha-north AP
coasts. Owing to this, the
associated cyelonic cireu-
lation is tilting south-
westwards and is likely to
move west north-west-
ward in the next 48 hours,
According to IMD direc-
tor K. Naga Ratna, isolated
light to moderate rain
could occur at places in
Hyderabad, Medchal
Malkajgiri, Rangareddy
over the next 48 hours.

M Full report on Page 5
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Bottom 5 to top 4: Bihar
leads in getting tap
water to rural homes

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 17

BIHAR HAS performed the best
in providing rural tap water
connections under the ambi-
tious Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)
of the Modi government. In the
two years since it was
launched, the state has gone
from being among the bottom
five in terms of rural tap water
supply (with only 1.84% house-

holds having connections), to
among the top four (86.96%).
As per the data available on
the JJM dashboard as on
Tuesday, out of 4.73 crore tap
water connections provided
across the country since the
start of the mission in 2019,
1.46 crore have been in Bihar —
that is, every third new con-
nection has been in the state.
The JJM aims to provide
Functional Household Tap
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Bihar leads in getting tap water to rural homes

Connection to all rural house-
holds by 2024, and was an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his
Independence Day speech in
2019.

At the time, only 1.84% ru-
ral households in Bihar had tap
water supply. Among the
other states at the bottom
were Uttar Pradesh (1.96%),
Assam (1.76%), West Bengal
(1.21%) and Meghalaya
(0.77%).

In two years, the percent-
age of Bihar rural households
with tap water connections
has gone up to 86.96% -- tak-
ing it surging to among the
top-four states. The states far-
ing better than Bihar are Goa
(100% connections), Telangana
(100%) and Haryana (99.24%).

Bihar Minister for Water
Resources Sanjay Kumar Jha
told The Indian Express,
"Providing drinking water to
the people is one of the saat
nishchay (seven promises) of
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.
He has been personally moni-
toring the implementation of
Har ghar, Nal ka jal (the JJM

% OF RURAL HOUSEHOLDS WITH TAP WATER

1

Tor 5 STATES
100%(75.7%)
100%(29%)
99.24% (57%)
86.96% (1.84%)
86.04%(70.13%)

Goa
Telangana
Haryana
Bihar
Gujarat

* M data as on Aug 17; figures in brackets for Aug 15, 2019

BoTTOM 5 STATES
Assam 16.69% (1.76%)
Jharkhand  13.98%(5.83%)
Chhattisgarh 13.11%(7.03%)
uP 12.29%(1.96%)
West Bengal 11.13%(1.21%)

motto). Due to it, we have been
able to achieve this."

Telangana has also per-
formed commendably, taking
its share of rural households
with tap water from 29% in
2019 to 100% now.

Three Union territories --
Puducherry, Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Dadra and

Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu -- have also achieved the
target of 100% rural house-
holds receiving tap water.
More-prosperous states
like Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu, once way ahead
of Bihar, now lag behind the
state in tap water connections.
When the [JM was launched,

70.13% rural households in
Gujarat, 34.02% in
Maharashtra and 17.15% in
Tamil Nadu had tap water sup-
ply. They have improved this
to 84.06%, 65.08% and 34.74%
respectively, show the data as
on Tuesday.

Uttar Pradesh, Assam and
West Bengal, among the bot-
tom five at the start of the JJM,
remain in the same block. As
per the latest data, West
Bengal (11.13% rural tap water
connections), Uttar Pradesh
(12.29%), Chhattisgarh
(13.11%), Jharkhand (13.98%)
and Assam (16.69%) are the
five worst performers.

Among the UTs, Ladakh
has the lowest percentage --
12.54% -- of rural households
with water supply.

Incidentally, Uttar Pradesh
remains a poor performer de-
spite Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
taking personal interestin the
state and visiting it several
times. The data show that the
state has provided 27.20 lakh
new tap water connections in
two years.
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Ggm: Groundwater recedes lurther,

now at 36.99 metres below ground

PIYUSH OHRIE

GURUGRAM: In what has
proved to be a major concern
for long, groundwater levels
in Gurugram have contin-
ued to recede dramatically,
with the levels reported to be
at 36.99 metres as per a 2021
assessment and this despite the
halted and reduced construc-
tion and building activities in
light of the pandemic.
According to Haryana Gov-
ernment figures, in 2020, the
groundwater had gone down
to the level of 36.21 metres.
In 2019, it was 35.85 metres
and 33.23 metres in 2018. To
just get a sense of how much
depletion of groundwater there
has been in Gurugram can be
seen from the fact that in 2006,
the groundwater levels were at
19.85 metres below the ground.
Not only in urban parts but
even in rural areas of Guru-
gram, there is a massive deple-
tion of groundwater reserves.
The groundwater reserves in
Pataudi have dipped from 35.5
metres in 2018 to 37.5 metres
in 2020. In Sohna, it has dipped
from 24.9 metres in 2018 to
25.8 metres by 2020 while in
FarrukhNagar it went down
from 19.9 metres in 2018 to
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Rain water harvesting now being encouraged in societies of Gurugram

20.8 metres in 2020.

One major reason for fall-
ing groundwater reserves has
also been attributed to extinct
water bodies in and around
Gurugram. Taking cognizance
of how rapid and unplanned
urbanisation had resulted in
the extinction of water bodies

after public pressure, the State
government started to look for
a solution to this problem.

In 2019, through public-
private partnership, an organ-
isation known as Gurujal was
set up. Primarily focussed on
reviving water bodies, this
organisation has focussed

on other aspects to improve
groundwater situation in and
around Gurugram.

At present, Gurujal is work-
ing on the revival of 25 ponds.
In these 25 ponds, 13 are under
the Municipal Corporation
of Gurugram (MCG) and 12
are owned by the Panchayati
lands. Assurances have also
been given to act against illegal
borewells in the city that con-
tinue to extract large amounts
of groundwater.

The Central Ground
Water Authority (CGWA) had
declared Gurugram under a
dark zone in 2016. Lack of reg-
ulation and seriousness on this
issue did not improve the situ-
ation and in 2018 the public
body observed that the ground-
water extraction rate in Guru-
gram was 308 per cent.

With water shortages espe-
cially during intense sum-
mers now becoming one of
the major problems in the city,
the Haryana Government has
now begun to take note of this
issue and are taking preventive
steps. Most of the residential
societies in Gurugram are now
being encouraged to imple-
ment rain water harvesting so
that enough water reserves can
be stored.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 18- August-2021

Nitish conducts aerial
survey of tlood-hit areas
in 3 Bihar districts

More than 34 lakh people have been
affected by deluge in 32 dists of state

PATNA: Bihar Chief Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar on Tuesday
conducted an aerial survey of
flood-affected areas in Bhagal-
pur, Begusarai and Khagaria dis-
tricts where the Ganga and the
Burhi Gandak rivers touched
the danger mark last week fol-
lowing heavy rainfall.

He also visited relief camps
that have been set up by the dis-
trict administrations and took
stock of the situation there,
a senior official of the Chief
Minister's Office said. During
his visit to a relief camp in the
Parvakta division of Khagaria
district, Kumar directed the
officials to ensure that flood-
affected people are taken care of
and asked them to rescue those
who are still stranded in low-
lying riverine villages, he said.

The CM also visited a com-
munity health centre there and
directed officers that testing and
vaccination of those staying at
relief camps must be ensured.
Separate arrangements should

be in place for those who test
positive,” the CMO official said.

More than 34 lakh people
have been affected by the deluge
in 32 districts of Bihar.

Talking to media persons
there, Kumar said, Our govern-
ment has a policy that those hit
by a calamity shall have the first
claim on resources. All DM's
of flood-affected districts have
been instructed to ensure that
people who are taking shelter
in the relief camps are provided
hygienic and nutritious food.
The government is extending
adequate aid to them. Heavy
rainfall in Bihar and neighbour-
ing states has caused the floods."
The state government is provid-
ing a financial relief of Rs 6,000
to each family affected by the
floods, he said.

The CM was accompanied
by chief secretary Deepak
Kumar and other officials
during the aerial tour of the
flood-affected areas in the three
districts. AGENCIES
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