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Limitless
KLIS: She

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 17

Jal shakti minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat alleged that
“corruption had exceeded
all the limits” in the exe-
cution of the Kalesh-
waram lift irrigation
scheme (KLIS).

Speaking to mediaper-
sons in Delhi, he said the
project lacked statutory
clearances and the
designs were flawed due
to which pump houses in
three barrages of the
KLIS were submerged in
the recent rains.

“Thousands of crores of
corruption took place
during construction of
the project and now again
there is a scope for
indulging in thousands of
crores of rupees of cor-

in
awat

G.S. Shekhawat

ruption to repair and
reinstal the submerged
pump houses and
motors,” Shekhawat stat-
ed. He said that the TRS
government executed
KLIS by projecting it as a
“dream project” and had
cheated everyone

“The pump houses and
installation of motors
was not technically
appraised. They failed in
construction of pump
houses and installation of
motors properly as they
lacked technical expert-
ise,” Shekhawat alleged.
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LIKELY TO SWELL FURTHER

Yamuna breaches
danger mark once
again, say officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Yamuna
crossed the warning mark of
204.5 metres in Delhi again
on Wednesday with Haryana
releasing more water from
the Hathnikund barrage amid
rains in the upper catchment
areas, officials said.

The river had breached the
danger mark of 205.33 metres
on Friday following heavy rains
in the upper catchment areas,
prompting authorities to evac-
uate around 7,000 people from
low-lying areas. The water level
had receded below the warning
mark on Monday and stood
at 203.96 metres at 6 pm on
Tuesday.

However, the water level
rose again and crossed the
warning mark around mid-
night. It stood at 204.89 metres
at 7 am on Wednesday, the
Delhi government's flood con-
trol room said.

A forecast issued by the
Central Water Commission
said the river is likely to rise
to 205.25 metres by 9 pm and
remain stable thereafter.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has said
widespread rainfall “with iso-
lated heavy falls” is very likely
over Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand over the next two-
three days.

The catchment of the
Yamuna river system covers
parts of Uttar Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Delhi.

Last week, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
appealed to people to avoid
going towards the banks of the
Tiver.

A flood alert is declared in
Delhi when the discharge rate
from the Hathnikund barrage
in Haryana's Yamuna Nagar
crosses the one lakh-cusecs
mark and people living near
the floodplains and in flood-
prone areas are evacuated.

The Yamuna floodplains
and low-lying areas in Delhi
near the river are considered
vulnerable to flooding. They
are home to around 37,000
people.

The overflowing Yamuna
had affected low-lying areas

near the river in northeast,
east and southeast Delhi last
week and around 7,000 peo-
ple were shifted to higher
ground.

The Delhi flood control
room reported a discharge
rate of around 14,000 cusecs
from the Hathnikund Bar-
rage in Haryanas Yamuna
Nagar at 6 am on Wednesday.
It was 19,745 cusecs at 7 pm
on Tuesday.

The discharge rate was 2.21
lakh cusecs at 3 pm on Thurs-
day, the highest so far this year.

One cusec is equivalent to
28.32 litres per second.

Normally, the flow rate
at the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the discharge
increases after heavy rainfall
in the catchment areas. The
water discharged from the
barrage normally takes two to
three days to reach the national
capital.
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[ndia needs robust flood management policy

Apart from the rising death toll, crop and infrastructure damage has risen over the years

YASHOBANTA PARIDA
FARLIL BHARDWVA]
PRAKASH KUMAR 5AHDDOD

his year, the heavy rainfall
has caused devastating
floods in several Stares,
resulting in more than
1439 lives being lost, 365770
houses being damaged, and crop
damage in 307 districes, per data
from the Disaster Management Di-
vision, Ministry of Home Affairs.

Assam, Gujarat, Himachal Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh, Maha
rashtra, and Bihar have been badly
impacted. The highest number of
casualties, of around 241, was in Hi-
machal Pradesh, fellowed by As-
sam (199), Madhya Pradesh (188),
Gujarat {124}, and Maharashtra
L1)

India’s rapidly altering geo-cli-
matic and socio-economic condi-
tions are among the major causes
of increasing frequency and flood-
related damage in States. Further-
more, rapid urbanisation, defor-
estation,  higher  population
growvth, irregular rainfall, and the
vast network of rivers are among
the major factors resulting in
floods in India.

Flonds pose a serfous threat to
the economy, endangering the
livelihood of poor rural house

holds and mounting damage to
public and private properties. Ac-
cording to the Global Climate Risk
Index 2021, India was the seventh
worst hitcountry in 2019 due to ex-
treme weather-related events.

Floods are the most recurrent
phenomena in India after cyclones
amd are amongst Indla’s most
lethal and costly disasters. [n 1980,
Rashtriva Barh Ayog (RBA) estim-
ated 40 million hectares (mha) of
land as flood-prone, which has in-
creased by around 14 per cent to
45.64 mha (Eleventh Plan Working
Group on Water 2011, estimates .

The increase in flood-prone area
has caused infrastructure damage
and claimed numerous lives. Ac
cording to the Central Water Com-
mission Report 2022, death from
floods increased from 37 in 1953 1o
1,815 in 2020,

In addition, the loss due to
floods also increased sharply, from
T52.4 crore to T21,189.2 crore dur-
ing the same period. Overall,
113,943 people have been killed,
and 2,198,738 million people have
been affected due to floods,

The economic losses stood at
£4,37)49.7 crore, while losses on
account of damage to crops and
public infrastructure stood at
T1,31.462 crore and T2,34,149 crore,

Hitting infrastucture hard

respectively, On an average, the In-
dian economy's annual loss due to
flonds was T6,428.67 crone.

The da and casualties
from Noods are rising ar a stagger-
ing pace due to rapid climate
changes. Frequent floods have an
adverse impact on the economic
development of the country as
well.

Parida et al (2020) highlighted
that India lost areund 0.46 per
cent of GDP yearly due to floods.
Damage 1o crops has been estim-
ated to account for around 0.8 per
cent of GDF, while that of public
utilities and houses at 0.21 per cent
and 0.07 per cent, respectively.

In addition, another adverse im-
pact of fleods Is the dispropor-
tional rise in the fiscal burden of
the Central and State govern-
ments, through spending on dis-
ASTET MANAZEMENT activities,

Impact on employment

Flocds mot only destroy standing
crops and physical infrastructure
like roads, bridges, rails, etc, but
also have an adverse impact on the
employment opportunites in the
rural areas, thus hastening in-
equalities, poverty and food short-
ages due to crop damage and loss
of livelihoods.

Similarly, urban flooding has be
come a common threat o cily
dwellers due to poor town plan-
ning and a dearth of investments
in infrastracure.

As the problem of urban flood-
ing is becoming more severe, and
lesses are increasing each year, the
issue merits concerted attention
fram policymakers with appropri-
ate implementation of the NDMA
guidelines on Urban Hooding
2010,

Strict implementation of the
Coastal Regulation Zone [CRZ) no-
tification — which was issued in
1991 and subsequently revised in
201 and 29 with the primary in-

tention ©o address coastal zone
management issues — is the need
of the hour to tackle the situation.

Worryingly, over the years, the
Natiomal Flosd Commission re-
commendations have falled o
achieve much success in mitigat-
ing floods, and the data show that
flond damage and fatalities have
only increased years.

To mitigate the impact of loods,
better  dizaster management
palicles such as greater spending
on building food-resilient infra-
structure, improved flood warn-
ing systems, and for creating com-
IMUNITY AWAreness programimes.

In addition, the construction of
Mood shelters in coastal districts,
improving river connectivity, con-
struction of river embankments,
and providing pucca houses
poor  households  in  lowlying
areas will be salutary.

A Mational Disaster Database,
1o, will help policymakers and
academics devise longterm food
management policies.

Faridk is on the facuity of FLAME
Liniversity, Pune Bhardwaj is o
Delhi-based independent researcher;
and Sahoo 5 on the foculty of Vikeom
Db [Actonomous ) College, feypore,
Otiisho. Wiews expressed ane persanal
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