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New Delhi: Desilting and re-
furbishing of a section of the
Najafgarh drain has been
completed ahead of schedule,
according to government of-
ficials, who also claimed the-
re was a visible change in the
catchment area of this drain,
the biggest polluter of the wa-
ter in the Yamunariver.

Therejuvenation of Najaf-
garh drain has been in the at-
tention of lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena, who has held
several meetings with civic
authorities and undertaken
numerous boat rides in the
last five months to monitor
the de-silting and overall clea-
ningof the57-km long sewage
channel. Around 122 smaller
drains discharge sewage into
the Najafgarh drain.

On his last visit, Saxena
appealed to the people living
along the banks of the drain
not to throw garbage into the
channel or on its fringes. The
LG said people should own re-
sponsibility now that the see-
mingly impossible task of re-
juvenating the Najafgarh
drain and reviving the Sahibi
river was becoming a reality.

According to officials,
work on cleaning and rejuve-
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Hope for Yamuna? Section
of Najafgarh drain cleaned

Work Over Before Deadline, Change Visible, Claim Officials

The rejuvenation project to cut Yamuna pollutants began in September

nation of the drain using the
extremely cost-effective ‘par-
tial gravitational de-silting
technology’ and the trapping
of 32feederdrainsbringingin
sewage and silt began in Sep-

tember: In the first phase the
stretch between Timarpur
and Bharat Nagar was the fo-
cus. The measures have be-
gun to show concrete results.
While the works of de-sil-

ting and restoration of em-
hankments from Wazirabad
to Timarpur had been comp-
leted in November end, furt-
her work on the 7.5 kilometre
stretch between Mall Road
Bridge and Bharat Nagar,
scheduled to be completed by
the middle of January, 2023 is
goingon infull earnest and is
ahead of schedule.

“Apart from contributing
the most to the pollution of
the river water, the drain was
a constant health hazard to
the people living in its vicini-
ty It also caused water-log-
ging inits catchment area due
toitsinability tocarry water,”
said a Raj Niwas official.

The drain has become an
almost stagnant reservoir of
silt, sewage and sludge with
over 80 lakh tonnes of under-
water solidified garbage se-
verely affecting the flow and
carrying capacity of the wa-
ter channel. Efforts of the
past couple of months have
led to more than 50,000 tonnes
of silt being dredged out.
Work is under way to totally
clear the channel of silt.

In addition, 27.000 tonnes
of surface garbage mostly ac-
cumulated on the outer perip-
hery of thedrainisalsobeing
removed.
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Recycled water to be used

to revive 0

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi govern-
ment will take up work tores-
tore the old Naraina lake on
the outskirts of the city. Dur-
gesh Pathak, MLA from Ra-
jinder Nagar, recently inspec-
ted the lake with officials. “A
detailed survey of the area
will be completed ina month,
after which the Public Works
Department and Delhi Jal
Board will bring out a joint
report based on which work
tenders will be floated,” said
Pathak. “We hope to start the
work infivemonths.”

Accordingtoofficials, 40
lakh litres of recycled water
will be released to recharge
the lake and restore the 11
acres around the waterbo-
dy. Over the years, the villa-
ge lake has dried and redu-
ced in size.

Paras Tyagi, an activist
with CYCLE-India, an NGO
working inrural areasof Del-
hi, cautioned against the use
of concrete in the redevelop-
ment. “Only the minimum
area should be concretised,”
said Tyagi. “Else, the project
will turn out to be beautifica-
tionwork that defeats the pur-
pose of water conservation.”

Tyagi claimed that in
2020, his organisation ana-
lysed the status of waterbo-
dies in Delhiand prepareda
geo-coded map with details.

The actual work may start in five months, said officials

The use of technology could
help the government de-
partments recognise the
problems standing in the
way of rejuvenation and
protection of these natural
resources. “There are seve-
ral incidents of callous atti-
tude of officials involved in
protecting and developing
the waterbodies and for the
past two years, our research
has been repeatedly overlo-
oked,” said Tyagi.

Under the ‘City of Lakes’
project in which Delhi go-
vernment plans to revive wa-
terbodies in an attempt to in-
creasethe groundwaterlevel,
there are plans for the rehabi-
litation of around 250 ponds
and 25 large lakes. For the re-
vival of defunct lakes, a tech-
nique called engineered eco-
logical system of wastewater

treatment has been approved
for use by DJB. Using this,
treated water from wastewa-
ter plants is channelled to the
ponds. The government ho-
pes that reviving lakes will
improve the depleting gro-
undwater levels and make
Delhi water sustainable.

According to DJB, excess
groundwater can be extrac-
ted toaugment the city’s dai-
ly potable water supply
whenrequired. Underthe Ci-
ty of Lakes project, different
modelsarebeingused for dif-
ferent lakes depending on
the conditions in that parti-
cular area. Some ponds wo-
uld be replenished with trea-
ted sewage water from the lo-
cality, while others in drier
areas will have water from
nearby sewage treatment
plants flowing in.



Parasc Singh
parasrhindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: The project to reju-
venate Najalgarh drain, one of the
biggest polluting sources of the
Yamuna river in the Capital, has
been de-silted and cleaned up
between Timarpur and Bharat
Magar, ieutenant governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena's office said in a
statement on Saturday.

Saxena inspected the stretch
near the Mall Road bridge and
Bharat Nagar on Saturday and
appealed to local residents not to
throw garbage in the drain.

“Now that the seemingly undo-
able task of rejuvenating the
Najalgarh Drain and the revival of
Sahibi river had started becoming
a reality, people should own up
their valuable legacy and keep it
clean,” Saxena said. He found
fresh garbage has been thrown on
the cleaned and refurbished
banks.
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10.5km stretch of Najafgarh drain cleaned: LG

Saxena has been monitoring
progress of the project since June,
when he first visited the drain. He
had then suggested that the drain
could be developed into an
ecotourism hub, with a navigable
waterway where activities like
boat rides and water sports could
be offered.

The 57km Najalfgarh drain con-
nects the Najafgarh jheel (lake) to
the Yamuna river and has 121
smaller drains discharging sew-
age into it. The annual silt and
sewage deposit in the drain is
around 300,000-400,000 metric
tonnes (MT). Currently, the drain
hias solid waste deposits of about
eight million MT. A 12km drain
stretch from Timarpur to Basai
Darapur will be developed as a
waterway to operate passenger
and goods boats in the coming
months.

Thework on cleaning and reju-
venating the drain is being under-
taken by using partial gravita-

Desilting workunderway at the Najafzarh drain,  TwiTTes/LisovDELHI

tional de-silting technology and
trapping of 32 feeder drains
bringing in untreated sewage and
silt into the dran, said an official
of the lieutenant soffice.
“In the first phase, work on the
stretch between Timarpur and
Bharat Nagarwas started towards
the mouth of the drain. While the
work of de-siltirg and restoration
of embankments from Wazirabad

tor Timarpur had been completed
in November, further work on the
7.5km stretch between the Mall
Road bridge and Bharat Nagar,
which was scheduled to be com-
pleted by the middle of January, is
going ahead of schedule,” the offi-
cial said. declining to be named.
Ower the last couple of months,
50,000 tonnes of silt and 27,000
tonnes of surface garbage accu-

mulated om the outer periphery of
the drain has been cleared.
Large amounts of waste is still
disposed of directly in the drain at
various spats like Vijay Nagar,
Christian Colony, Swarna Ash-
ram, GTE Nagar and Indra Vihar,
a MCD official said.
"Omoe the drive is complete, we
will issue fines to defaulters.”
‘While boating and other
ecotourism activities can be
allowed on the drain, no such
activities are planned or required
near the eco-sensitive area of the
Najafgarh lake, according to Neha
Sinha of the Bombay Natural His-
tory Society, who was part of the
committee that framed Delhi's
Enviromment Managerment Plan.
“Once cleaned, the drain can
certainly facilitate such activities,
but the initial focus is to trap all
industries that are releasing effiu-
ents into drains, which end up in
the Majafgarh drain or the jheel,”
Sinha said.
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Godavari-Krishna-Cauvery link: change
terminal point of project, asserts T.N.

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu has reiterated
its demand to shift the ter-
minal point of the pro-
posed Godavari-Krishna-
Pennar-Palar-Cauvery link
from the Grand Anicut to
Kattalai barrage.
Reiterating this at a
meeting of a Special Com-
mittee on Interlinking of
Rivers in New Delhi earlier
this week, Water Resourc-
es Minister Duraimurugan
argued that the change
would be more helpful in
supply of water to the nee-
dy areas of the State for op-
timum utilisation than
what had been proposed
by the National Water De-

oB

The change will be more
helpful in supply of water
to the needy areas of the
State for optimum
utilisation than what had
been proposed by NWDA

DURAIMURUGAN
Water Resources Minister

velopment
(NWDA).
In a reply given on
Thursday, the Centre in-
formed the Lok Sabha that
detailed project reports
had been completed for
the links — Krishna (Nagar-
junasagar)-Pennar (Soma-
sila) and the Pennar (Soma-

Agency

sila)-Cauvery (Grand
Anicut or “Kallanai™).

The Minister told the
The Hindu that he had
pointed out during the
meeting that anticipating
the link for the Cauvery,
the barrage had been con-
structed near Mayanur in
Karur district many years
ago [the execution of
which was taken up during
2008-14], so that water
could be taken in the next
phase [Cauvery-Vaigai-
Gundar link] to dry areas
of southern Tamil Nadu. “I
had also emphasised that
Tamil Nadu, being in the
tail of the system of the
links of rivers, should be
assured of its quota of wa-
ter.” It has been Tamil Na-

du’s case that the quantum
of water proposed to be
transferred to the State
should be increased from
84 tmc ft to 200 tmc fi in
phase-[ itself, “since it is a
water-deficit State.” The
link should be at a higher
contour than what has
been planned.

According to the Central
government, the Special
Committee, since its con-
stitution in September
2014, has held 20 meet-
ings. An official said along
with the panel’s event, the
annual general meeting of
the NWDA took place. Af-
ter this year’s Union bud-
get talked of the project,
four consultation meetings
were held.
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Water level nears 142 ft
at Mullaperiyar dam

The water level at Mullaperiyar dam in Idukki
was nearing its maximum storage level of 142 ft
on Saturday. The water level recorded at 8 p.m.
was 141.5 ft, with an average inflow of 620 cusecs
and tunnel discharge of 250 cusecs. Tamil Nadu
issued the second flood warning as water level
crossed 141 ft on Wednesday at 6 a.m. The
maximum permissible storage level as per a
Supreme Court order is 142 ft. According to
sources, the water level increased in the dam
after Tamil Nadu reduced the tunnel discharge
from the dam. It issued the first warning when
the water level touched 140 ft on December 3.
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Delhi L-G appeals to residents not to
dispose of waste into Najalgarh drain

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17
Delhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena appealed to the
peaple living in
colonies/localities along the
banks of the Najafgarh drain
not to dispose of garbage
directly intoand on the banks
of the drain.

L-G Saxena underlined
that, now that the seeming-
ly undoable task of rejuve-
nating the Najafgarh Drain
and the revival of Sahibi riv-
er had started becoming a
reality, people should own
up to their valuable legacy
and keep it clean.

The Najafgarh drain

The LG who was on an
inspection visit of the stretch
between Mall Road bridge
and Bharat Nagar, while
appreciating the work done
so far noticed fresh garbage
thrown on the already

cleaned and refurbished
banks.

According to Raj Niwas
statement, works on cleaning
and rejuvenation of the 57-
kmdrain using the cost-effec-
tive partial gravitational de-
silting  technology and
trapping of 32 feeder drains
bringing in  unfettered
sewage and silt into the drain,
in the first phase on the
stretch between Timarpur
and Bharat Nagar, were start-
ed from towards the mouth of
the drain in September and
have begun to show concrete
results. — ANI
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Waste water polluting Yamuna

Sanoli & Bapoli mdustrlal units dlschargmgtoxzc waste into river

MukesHn TANDON

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PANIPAT, DECEMBER 17

As many as 88 points have
been identified in the dis-
trict, from where the
untreated waste water con-
taining hazardous chemi-
cals is flowing into drain
number 1 and drain number
2. The drain number 2 falls
into Yamuna and pollutes it.

Now, the Chairman,
Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB),
has sought an action plan
from six departments con-
cerned and directed to stop
flowing of untreated waste
water into drains to keep
the Yamuna clean.

Notably, the Panipatis a tex-
tile hub and over 400 regis-
tered dyeing units are operat-
ing in the city and of which
300 are in Sector 29 part-2 and
around 100 in various indus-
trial sectors. Over 200 dyeing
units are operating illegally in
various areas of the district.

Most of the industries in
Sanoli and Bapoli areas in the
city are discharging toxic
waste water directly into the
Yamuna through tankers.

The drain numberl is
around 8 km long, which
heads from the Kabri road to
the Chautala road. It meets
drain number-2, which leads
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Heavy pollution and toxic foam in Yamuna river. FILE PHOTO

88 DISCHARGE POINTS IDENTIFIED

8 As many as 88 discharge points have been identified
in Panipat through which untreated waste water flows
into drains leading to Yamuna. Out of 88 points, 24 are of
the MC and 26 of the Panchayati Raj Department.

Kamaljeet Singh, REGIONAL OFFICER, HSPCB

to Yamuna near Khojkipur vil-
lage. But, untreated waste
water is polluting both drains
at several places in the city.
Varun Gulati, a Delhi based
environmentalist saidscores
of legal or illegal dyieng units
were  discharging  their
untreated chemical effluents
in the drain number 2 by
using tankers also. These
tankers could be seen normal-
ly in the Sanoli, Bapoli areas
in the evening or night time.
Besides, scores of bleaching

houses are illegally opera-
tional and they were discharg-
ing untreated effluent directly
into Yamuna.

Kamaljeet Singh, regional
officer, HSPCB, said, “As
many as 88 points have been
identified in Panipat through
which untreated waste water
is flowing into drains.”

“Out of 88 points, 24 are of
the Municipal Corporation
while 26 are of Panchayati Raj
Department. All the depart-
ments have been directed to

stop draining untreated efflu-
entinto drains,” he said.

“However, the HSVP has
gave in written that all 40
points are only for storm water
drainage,” the regional officer

P Raghwendra Rao, Chair-
man, HSPCB, said, “The
board has decided to curb pol-
lution in Yamuna and Ghag-
gar. The only aim is that the
rivers should be cleaned.”

“For this, the board is
reviewing the action district
wise, including flowing of
untreated waste water into
ditch drains that lead to
Yamuna and plan to stop flow-
ing untreated waste water and
others into the river. We have
reviewed Yamunanagar,
Panchkula and Karnal district
administration,” he said.

Panipat’s action plan would
be reviewed very shortly, the
Chairman added.

“Although the HSPCB is
the overall regulating
authority and has also
sought an action plan from
the HSVE, the HSIIDC, local
bodies, the Public Health
Engineering Department
(PHED) and the Irrigation
Department, so that only
treated waste water flows
into drains that fall into
Yamuna or Ghaggar,” the
Chairman maintained.



Najafgarh Drain rejuvenation: Stretch de-silted before Jan deadline

STAFF AEPOATER W MEW DELHI

Th-: de-siking amd rTefar-
bishang of Kajafigarh Dirain
have heen completed an the
siretch between Tmsarpur and
Bharat Magar before the sched-
kil date of Jaswary 202, said
Raj Miwias on Saturday, Dedha
Lizutenant Governor Vinaa
Eumar Saxena has al:so
appealed so the people Bving in
conleslocalwties along the
tarskes of e :‘\.'.'lij.!};ull T,
ol W tror garkages directly
il and on ITp; hamks aof the
Drrain.

“Works on deaning and
rejavenafion of the 57-km
Dhpgin using e |.'.l||:|.'.|'|'r:|! L
effective Partial Gravizalina
Drg-gilting Technolegy and
trapping of 12 feoder draime
hringing in unfettered s
amad silt Irio the drain, in the
first phase on the streich
berween Thmsspear and Pluaral
MEagar Wiy seartdd wnder 1he
direct supirvision of the L-G
from teaands tse maouth of the
draim in September and have
begun to show concrete
resulis” as per the statement
el mased |‘l:| R Miwias.

“Whike thae works of &e-sihi-
ing amed restoration of mbank-
ments from Wazirabed o
'smargear had been compleisd
i Movember end, further
works o the 75 ko siveich
between Mall Road |!-ri|]a_u.'4|||.'.

Bharat Magar, schaduled to be
completed by the middle of
laniuary, 023 s u'r!_l\.u'lil'.l'u"
=T 7 T 1o

"y vt #o the =8%e can
see visible mpgradation and
change In terms of Howin
water, ahsemce of deep seabe
silr, repained and i finrbaskad
embenkmsents and I|:.|'\l|:|.'||
feeder drains that were higher-
to flowing directly inba the
Majafgark Drain? the state
ment sald. “It may be nobed
that apathy smd meglect on
part ol LRET NNl

[heparimenis and agencles over
the decades have comveried
this thriving and pressured,
living wiarsr hody bie & sink-
ing déad Diegan, that apart
Irexm combributing: Frasaemm &
the poliarion of Yamana pos

sesk & constan healith haeard to
the penple living in s vicini.
Iy, &part from Consing weler

lngging in its canchmversn aren
due 1o itz inabd®ty 10 carry
wrater, il said.

“The Dvan has become an
almst stagnam reservoir of sit
-.H-\m.l.F,;-;rh‘l:_..l.l.n:.-.l,uwnI! ver
R0 Lakh torne of usderwater
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solldified garbage  sik mounts
that bas severely affected i
flow and carrying capacity
Efficwrts dusieg the past couple
o monibs have kd 16 more
than SILHK tonnes of =ik pet-
ting remowved and efforts are on
#ao bodally de-sili the water by
in a tme-bonnd maneer) it
i,

"l sechal it b thiss, 27,000
tannes of surface parbage | silt
mostly accumnulaied on the
caster periphery of the Dirain
have been removed amd
deposited am the banks. This
in 1urn, is being lifed i}

Munkcipal Corporation of
Diedbd (BT with Immadiate
effect, at plices, even by em
porsmily hreaking the bownd-
aries 50 a8 16 rach., the olbsr-
wise inaccessible embank-
meni= it clamed

Refinvenation of Majafgarh
[ralm Bag been a focus area of
thee LG5 has held a sevics of
iEetings invdving maliple
i pgencmes and urklertakion
several visits and boat rides in
the drain in the ket frve manths
to monitor de-silting opera
thons and overall o eseing of the
[

Putiing I place a compre
hienslve plan aof actlon that =
cost effective and enviros-
mierially astaimable, Saceni
s eremned soamlics o
natiin hifuven wnous sake-
hinkders, the staiement read

“Saxersa, In an emaotonal
exhortation 1o the resldents has
aderlined that, naw that
P ] u_l'-' wndoshle task of
-'\.'ill'\-\'I"llirl.' Majalgarh Dirain
and revival of Sahibi river, had
staried becoming a reality, peo
ple should omm-up thelr vaba
ahle kegacy and keep & dean”
thie mareiment further sddal
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