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Inflows to Srisailam project
increase, officials on alert

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

After heavy inflows into
major water bodies in the
Godavari basin in north
Telangana, projects in the
Krishna river basin are now
receiving increased inflows.

Three days ago, the Sri-
sailam dam got only 31,736
cusecs from upstream
Priyadharshini Jurala Proj-
ect (PJP) and Tungabhadra
River along with the catch-
ment areas near the dam.

The inflows have now
gone up considerably on
Sunday when it received
over 2.97 lakh cusecs of
water while the outflows
were 1,313 cusecs. The water
level at the project touched
859.60 ft against the Full
Reservoir Level of 885 ft, ac-
cording to officials.

Officials
monitoring inflows
The officials said they were
constantly monitoring the
water levels in Srisailam
dam by coordination with
officials posted at the reser-
voirs at the dam upstream
areas. Since the Jurala proj-
ect was getting 1.61 lakh
cusecs of inflows, the offi-
cials have decided to open
the gates of the right main
canal at 11.30 am on Monday.
The inflows into Jurala
and Srisailam would in-
crease further as officials are
discharging 1.66 lakh cusecs

Status of reservoirs
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of water from the upstream
Narayanpur reservoir
through 23 spillway gates.

However, the Nagarjuna
Sagar Project (NSP) is get-
ting low inflows since the
onset of the monsoon sea-
son. It is, presently, getting
16,848 cusecs of inflows
while instant outflows were
only 3,334 cusecs.

SRSP gates shut

Meanwhile, the inflows in
projects in the Godavari
river dropped to a large ex-

53,173

tent. The Sriram Sagar Proj-
ect (SRSP) officials stopped
discharging water by clos-
ing the gates since it is get-
ting only 17,150 cusecs. In-
flows into Nizam Sagar and
Kowlas Nala in Nizamabad
district also came down
drastically.

At 3 pm on Sunday, the
Lakshmi barrage in Medi-
gadda was receiving 9.28
lakh cusecs of inflows, while
the same amount of water
was released through 85
gates.
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Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Sunday
announced the allocation of
Rs 1,000 crore to take up
works for the protection of
Bhadrachalam town from
the Godavari floods on a
permanent basis.

The government will
build residential colonies for
people living in flood-prone
areas, strengthen the river
bund around the Sri Sitara-
machandra Swamy temple
and take up repair works of
the embankment towards
Burgampadu. The Chief
Minister also announced a
one-time financial assis-
tance of Rs 10,000 and 20 kg
rice for two months to each
flood-affected family in
Bhadrachalam. About 7,274
affected families will benefit
from the decision.

Meanwhile, people were
urged not to leave the relief
camps as the flood threat
still loomed large amid a
forecast of more rains till
July-end. Chandrashekhar
Rao, who inspected the
flood-hit areas in and
around Bhadrachalam, said
permanent measures would
be initiated to protect the
town from flooding. Re-
sponding to requests from
people living in low-lying
areas, he said a team from
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Bhadrachalam to turn flood-resilient

KCR allocates Rs 1,000 cr for infra works to protect temple town from monsoon calamities; Rs 10,000 and 20 kg rice for rain-affected families

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao offers prayers to the Godavari during his visit to flood-hit Bhadrachalam on Sunday.

Hyderabad will be sent to
conduct a survey and sug-
gest where the colony can be
built.

The district officials were
asked to identify necessary
land at an elevated location
to prevent any flood threat,

even if the water level rises
to 90 ft in the Godavari. Res-
idents living in areas along
the riverbank will be relo-
cated to the newly built res-
idential colonies which are
to be constructed by the
State government in associ-

ation with the Singareni Col-
lieries Company Limited.
The Chief Minister also
announced that measures
will be taken to protect the
Sri Sita  Ramachandra
Swamy temple on a perma-
nent basis. He assured the

residents that he would visit
the temple town again after
the flood recedes and nor-
malcy is restored to review
and take up development
works, including steps to
protect the Sitarama Par-
nashala from flooding.

Chandrashekhar Rao
went around Bhadrachalam
town and interacted with
the people affected by the
recent floods. He asked the
officials to ensure all possi-
ble support to them. “The
people of Bhadrachalam and
Pinapaka  constituencies
were more affected by the
floods due to the unprece-
dented inflows into the Go-
davari. There was, however,
no loss of life,” he said.

He said the dam on Kad-
dam river, a tributary of the
Godavari, in Nirmal district
miraculously withstood the
floods. “It is God’s miracle
that the dam survived. Its
maximum capacity is 2.9
lakh cusecs, but during this
flood, the water levels
reached 5 lakh cusecs.
Thankfully, there was no
loss of life in spite of the
heavy floods,” he said.

The Chief Minister cau-
tioned officials not to relax
as more rains were expected
till July-end. He directed the
health authorities to start
spraying disinfectants as the
waters recede and warned
about the threat of an epi-
demic. He asked them to de-
ploy medical and health
teams from the neighbour-
ing districts, including doc-
tors from the Mahatma
Gandhi Medical College at
Warangal, to assist local
medical teams.  (SEEPAGE 2)

KCR’s take on
cloudbursts

STATE BUREAU

Bhadrachalam

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Sunday
expressed suspicion that
the State was witnessing
cloudbursts, which could
be part of a larger conspir-
acy by foreign countries
against India, resulting in
floods in the Godavari. He
said unusual calamities
were occurring due to cli-
mate change and the State
government was taking
measures to protect its
people.

During a visit to
Bhadrachalam town af-
fected by floods, the Chief
Minister said cloudbursts
were something new. “I do
not know how far it is cor-
rect, but it is said that
some countries are caus-
ing cloudbursts in our
country as part of a con-
spiracy. This happened
earlier in the Leh-Ladakh
region of Kashmir as well
as in Uttarakhand. Now,
the Godavari region is af-
fected. Whatever it is, we
must protect our people
from such unusual calami-
ties caused by climate
change,” he said.
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Kerala rains: Water in some
dams reaches red alert levels

OUR CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
‘With heavy rains continuing to
lash parts of Kerala, water lev-
els in several dams, including
the Mullaperiyar and Idukki,
in the state are reaching their
respective storage capacities
and some even reached red
alert status on Sunday.

According to figures pro-
vided by the Kerala State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(KSDMA), water in six dams
-- of which four are in Idukki
-- under the control of Kerala
State Electricity Board (KSEB)
are at red alert levels and in one
at orange alert level.

The dams where water has
reached red alertlevelsat 11 am
were -- Ponmudi, Kallarkutty,
Erattayar and Lower Periyar in
Idukki, Kuttiyadi in Kozhikode
and Moozhiyar in Pathana-
mthitta districts of the state.

Orange alert was
announced in Poringalkuthu
dam in Thrissur, KSDMA said.

The colour-coded alerts --
blue, orange and red -- refer
to the storage level data of the
dam with respect to each res-
ervoir’s capacity. Later in the
evening, Kerala Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan, refer-
ring to weather reports and

The colour-coded alerts -- blue, orange
and red -- refer to the storage level
data of the dam with respect to each

reservoir's capacity

KSDMA data, said an orange
alert has also been announced
in Meenkara irrigation dam in
Palakkad.

Besides that, blue alerts have
been announced in Neyyar and
Mangalam irrigation dams in
Thiruvananthapuram and Pal-
akkad, respectively, the Chief
Minister said in a release.

Italso said the water level in
Mullaperiyar dam has reached
135.75 feet and once it reaches
136.60 due to the rains, Tamil
Nadu will release water from
its side through the spillway
and therefore, nearby residents

should be vigilant and take pre-
cautions. The water levels in the
Mullaperiyar dam were hold-
ing steady at 135.7 feet at 12 pm
due to reduction in rainfall in
the area during the preceding
hours, an official from the con-
trol room set up in Idukki dis-
trict had said earlier in the day.
The Chief Minister, in the
release, also said water was
being released from Malan-
kara, Siruvani, Kuttiyadi,
Kallada, Karapuzha, Kanjirap-
puzha, Peechi, Maniyar, Bhoo-
thathankettu, Moolathara and
Pazhassi dams in the state.
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Paddy-sowing gap widens
ON uneven monsoon rains

ZiaHag
zia.hag@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Sowing ofrice, a key
summer staple, lags considera-
bly due to an unevenly distrib-
uted monsoon even as planting
of most kharif or summer-sown
crops has accelerated, latest offi-
cial data show.

The June-September mon-
soon waters nearly 60% of
India’s net-sown area, critical for
robust food output. Rain has
picked pace in July after an 8%
deficit in June, which dragged
downrice acreage.

Farmers have sown rice in
nearly 12.8 million hectares,
down 27% over last year for the
week ending July 15, estimates
for agriculture ministry suggest.
The deficit in rice has enlarged
from about 24% in the week end-
ing July 8. Most crops have to be
planted by July and early
August, known as the so-called

NEW DELHI: Monsoon rain-
fall over India could decline
slightly from next month as
an adverse atmospheric phe-
nomenon known as the neg-
ative Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) is likely to develop
from August, according to a
special bulletin by the India
Meteorological Department
in Pune last week.

The dipole is the differ-
ence between the tempera-

Adverse atmospheric impact
may hit monsoon in August

ture of the Indian Ocean in
the Arabian Sea on the west
and the Bay of Bengal in the
east. A neutral dipole doesn’t
affect the monsoon, but a
negative dipole is bad news
for rainfall. “The probability
forecast for [OD indicates the
enhanced probability for
negative IOD conditions
from the July, August, and
September season,” the IMD
said in its bulletin. P9

sowing window, for plentiful
summer harvests, which
account for nearly half of India’s
annual food supply.

The annual rain-bearing mon-
soon continues to be deficient in
some rice-growing states, result-

ing in lagged sowing. “There's
still time. The rest of July is cru-
cial. Rice needs to be trans-
planted from nurseries, requir-
ing time,” said Rajinder Singh,
former farm department official
from Haryana. P9
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Warnings ignored

The Indian government says it has
modern, sophisticated earlywarning
systems for floods and cyclones. Butthe
lack of impact-based forecasts that
identify risks, poor dissemination of
information to people, lack of scientific
data on the effectiveness of warning
systems and lack of localised action
plans to follow
warnings, are
some issuesthat
plague India's
EarlyWarning
Systems (EWS).
India
experienced two
of the world's 10
most financially
devastating
dimate eventsin

every year from 2013 onwards.

Floods can be riverine, such as the
ones seen frequently in Assam or Bihar,
orthey can be urban floods largely
caused by extremely heavy rainfall
coupled with poor stormwater drainage
systems. In India, heavy rainfall that
causes urban floods is monitored by the
India
Meteorological
Department
(IMD), while rising
water levels in
rivers are
monitored by the
Central Water
Commission
(cwo).

But flash
floods also pose a

»
2021, Both events,

Cyclone Tauktae and Cyclone Yaas,
caused financial losses worth more
than $1billion each, apart from the loss
of lives. Between 2010 and 2021, the
number of people dying due to cyclonic
storms has increased and floodsand
heavy rains have killed around 1,000

challengeto
planning agencies, asthey cause
widespread destruction in a shortspan.
A2021 NITI Aayog report recommended a
"focus on scientific research in
development of a model-based system
to forecast flash flood (sic) with
sufficientlead time". INDIASPEND

DEATHS DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS

B Floodsand heavyrain ® Thunderstorm

2010 20m 202 08 200 200

Source: IndiaSpend, Rajya Sabha

Cyclonicstorm
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