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Just how crucial is the re-
design element in the mega
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme has come to the fore
again when the Lakshmi
(Medigadda) barrage, the
first of several structures to
capture and store water
from the Godavari and its
tributaries, started receiving
heavy inflows much ahead
of the usual inflow season in
July.
With the onset of the
moensocn, the water levels in
the barrage increased by five
metres following heavy in-
flows from the Pranahitha in
the last five days, officials
said, Pranahitha is one of the
major tributaries of the Go-
davari that was left unhar-
nessed in the past, and a sim-
ple tweak in the project
design by Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao re-
sulted in the KLIS turning
Telangana into a green State
in a matter of few years.
Medigadda barrage Exec-
utive Engineer Ch Tirupati
Rao told “Telangana Today’
that with inflows into the
barrage increasing, water is
being discharged into the
Saraswathi barrage through
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Project redesign does
wonders

Water fmm Medlgadda bemg hﬂ‘edto Annaram barrage followmg heavy mﬁows

GODAVARI BASIN

@ Average inflows in
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four pumps. The water level
at the Medigadda barrage
was 98.6 metres, just short of
its full reservoir level of 100
metres.

“We have been receiving
inflows of over 65,000
cusecs from the Pranahitha
for the last few days, and as
and when the inflows in-
crease, more water will be
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Singur Nizamsagar

pumped into the Saraswathi
(Annaram} barrage,” Tiru-
pati Rao explained.

“We have been releasing
over 8,400 cusecs into the
Saraswathi barrage since
‘Wednesday,” he said, From
this barrage, the water will
reach the Parvati barrage
(Sundilla) and later to Yel-
lampally, Nandi and Gayatri

2§

Mid-Manair LowerManalr Kaddam

pumphouses before reach-
ing the Mid Manair Dam
(MMD). The actual distribu-
tion of water to various
reservoirs and water bodies
begins from the MMD.

“We are expecting more
inflows from the Pranahitha
since there is a forecast of
rains in Vidarbha, Maha-
rashtra,” the Executive Fngi-
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neer said, adding that in-
flows might not drop drasti-
cally but have some fluctua-
tions. Based on 40-year data
collected by officials, heavy
inflows from the Pranahitha
river usually come during
the second week of July
when the monsoon picks up
every year,

Yellampally

(SEE PAGE 2)
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Project redesign
does wonders

But this time around, Medigadda
is witnessing inflows of as much
as 63,000 cusecs from the
Pranahitha in June itself. Irriga-
tion officials said major reser-
voirs in the Krishna and Go-
davari basins had also started
receiving inflows. In the Krishna
basin, the Jurala project in Jogu-
lamba-Gadwal district had been
receiving an average inflow of
7,355 cusecs for the last 24 hours,
followed by Srisailam (6,568
cusecs) and Nagarjunasagar
(1,817 cusecs).

In the Godavari basin, Singur
had been receiving 656 cusecs on
an average for the last 24 hours
and Nizamsagar (357 cusecs) and
Sriramsagar (15,360 cusecs),
MMD (150 cusecs) and Lower
Manair Dam (267 cusecs), Kad-
dam (341 cusecs) and Sripada
Yellampally (4,487 cusecs).

Meanwhile, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) said
23 districts in Telangana regis-
tered large excess rainfall from
June 1to17 while five districts
registered excess rainfall, two
districts saw normal and three
recorded deficit rainfall. It said
Telangana might see heavy rain
with thunderstorms and light-
ning coupled with strong surface
winds in the next few days.
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"GUWAHATI DIARY

lIT study on Virtual Water Flow for better policies

Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati (IIT, Guwahati) have
paved the way for better water management policies in India. They used ecological
economics to study socio-political factors governing “Virtual Water Flow”, an
emerging concept at the science-policy interface, with particular reference to India.
Virtual Water (VW) is the water involved in the production and trade of food and
non-food commodities and services. It is “invisible” water consumed throughout
the lifecycle of the product or service. The concept of VW was conceived in the
1990s to understand how water-stressed countries could provide their people with
essential items such as water-intensive products like food, clothing and shelter,
which can define its trade characteristics.
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Advance of monsoon unlikely in
parts of northwest India: IMD

There could be slow progress into some more parts of Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh during the next two to three days, says Met dept

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Conditions
are not favourable for further
advance of the monsoon into
Rajasthan, some parts of Pun-
jab and Haryana, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Thursday.

However, there could be
slow progress into some more
parts of Gujarat and Uttar
Pradesh during the next two
to three days, it said.

The Northern Limit of
Monsoon (NLM) continues
to pass through Diu, Surat,
Nandurbar, Bhopal, Now-
gong, Hamirpur, Barabanki,
Bareilly, Saharanpur, Ambala
and Amritsar.

"Large-scale atmospheric
conditions are not favourable
for further advance of the mon
soon into Rajasthan, remaining
parts of Punjab, and Haryana
and Delhi,” the IMD forecast
read.

Commuters wade through a waterlogged road after heavy rain, near

Dashashwomedh Ghat in Varonasi, on Thursday

Last year, the wind system
had reached Delhi on June 25
and covered the entire country
by June 29, according to Sky-
met Weather, a private forecast-
ing agency.

Mahesh Palawat from Sky-

met Weather said westerly
winds have been blocking the
advance of the monsoon in
northwest India for the last
three to four days.

"These winds will persist for
another week. Hence, chances

are that Delhi will get mon-
soonal showers only around
the usual date of June 27," he
said. The IMD said, "Moder-
ate to severe” thunderstorms
and frequent "cloud-to-ground
lightning” are very likely over
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
east Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-
tisgarh, Bihar and Jharkhand
on Thursday and Friday.

"This may cause injuries
leading to casualties to people
and animals outdoors,” it said.

Fairly widespread rain-
fall with isolated heavy to
very heavy showers are very
likely over Uttarakhand dur-
ing the next two days under
the influence of a Western Dis-
turbance, the weather depart-
ment forecast.

"A cyclonic circulation lies
over Gangetic West Bengal
and neighbourhood. Under
its influence, widespread rain-
fall with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are very likely over

Bihar, Jharkhand, West Ben-
gal, Sikkim and Odisha during
the next two to three days," the
MeT office said.

Isolated heavy to very heavy
rainfall is very likely over east
Uttar Pradesh in the next two-
three days under the influ-
ence of a cyclonic circulation
over east Uttar Pradesh and
neighbourhood.

Isolated "extremely heavy”
rainfall is predicted over
Konkan and Goa and central
Maharashtra during the next
24 hours as a result of an off-
shore trough running from
south Karnataka to north Ker-
ala coast.

Rainfall recorded below
15 mm is considered light,
between 15 and 64.5 mm
is moderate, between 64.5
mm and 115.5 mm is heavy,
between 115.6and 204.4 is very
heavy. Anything above 204.4
mm is considered extremely
heavy rainfall.
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