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Guwahati: Three people
were killed in landslides and
one was swept away by flood-
waters and is feared dead in
Assam and Meghalava in the
last 24 hours even as the
number of people affected by
the deluge in Assam crossed
37,500 on Saturday evening.

Two siblings, Cafinia
Nongsiej (15) and Maianylla
Nongsiej (10), were buried
alive in a landslide at Dom-
mawlein in West Khasi Hills
district of Meghalaya. In Gu-
wahati, daily wager Mukhtar
Ali (34) lost his life when the
guard wallof hisrented house
collapsed due to loosening of
soil after incessant rain. Res-
cuers had to dig out his body
from inside the debris.

A boy was swept away by
floodwaters on Friday in As-
sam’s Tezpur, where the trib-
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[andslldes, floods hit Assam, Meghalaya, 3 killed

300 TOURISTS STRANDED IN SIKKIM

Over 2, 100 tourists were Evacuated from North Sikkim district to
Gangtok on Saturday after the road to Chungthang became inaccessible
due to flash floods and landslides following three days of rain. Over 300
tourists, including 36 foreigners and 60 college students, are stranded

utaries of the Brahmaputra
have inundated many villag-
es. The boy was untraceable
till last reports came in.

In Assam, 13 districts and
subdivisions have been affect-

ed by the first wave of floods
this year, the Assam State Di-
saster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA) said. About
34,000 people were affected by
floods in the state till Friday:

The IMD has again issued an
‘orange warning' for the next
two days when heavy to ex-
tremely heavy rain is likely
across the North-East.
AsperCentral Water Com-
mission data on Saturday, the
Brahmaputra and its tribu-
taries Puthimari and Kopili
were flowing above the dan-
germark at some places.
Cherrapunji, one of the
wettest places on earth, and
Nongstoin, both in Megha-
laya, received rainfall of
21cm in the last 24 hours.
The ASDMA bulletin said
37.535 people, including 16,313
women and 3,868 children,
were affected by floods in As-
sam till Saturday evening.
The highest, 25275 people,
have been hit in upper As-
sam’s Lakhimpur district. Al-
together 146 villages in As-
sam are affected due to inun-
dation caused by rivers and
breach of embankments.
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3330cr for revival of Maha,
(Goa joint irrigation project

Chaitanya.Marpakwar

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: At the sixth mee-
ting of the Control Board of
the Tilari Inter-State Dam
Project, anexpenditureof Rs
330 crore was approved on
Saturday for the revival of
canals of the joint and ambi-
tious Tilari Inter-State Irri-
gation Project of both states
of Maharashtra and Goa.
CM Ekanth Shinde, deputy
CM and water resources mi-
nister Devendra Fadnavis,
Goa CM Dr Pramod Sawant
and water resources mini-
ster Subhash Shirodkar we-
re present at the meeting.

“We candoalot for the be-
nefit of Goa and Maharash-
tra. Goa is the younger brot-
her of Maharashtra. So, we
will try to fulfil the expecta-
tions,” Fadnavis said.

Sawant said, “Maharash-
tra government has coopera-
ted very well from time to ti-
me, It is believed that similar
cooperation will be gained in
allfields along with the issue
of water. He also thanked the
support being received from
the Maharashtra govern-

ment for the Tilari project.”

Officials said that canal
works of the Tilari project
were done 30 to 35 years ago.
Therefore, a consensus was
reached regarding revival of
the dilapidated canals. “An
expenditure of Rs 330 crore
was approved for this. It was
also decided to compensate
22 additional project-affec-
ted families in Sindhudurg.
Sawant proposed to increase
the height of the project. It
was directed to conduct a
comprehensive study of the
dam and submit a report. It
wasagreed tocooperate with
Maharashtra for capacity-
building of engineers in
Goa,” an official said.

“This project mainly pro-
vides drinking water to
north Goa district. In that
sense, this project is impor-
tant,” the official added.
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Basin districts stare at water
crisisas TB dam gues dry

HOSAPETE, DHNS: The Tung-

abhadra dam, the lifeline of -

several districts in Kalyana
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, has almost
gone bone dry, due to inordi-
narte delayin monsoon rain.
The reservoir, which has a
maximum storage capacity
of 105.78 tmcft, has at pres-
ent only 4.84 tmcft water. Of
whichonly 2.84 tmcft water is
available to meet the drinking
water needsof thebeneficiary
districts as the remaining 2
mmcfrisdead storage. Theres-
ervoir had a storage of 40.47
tmcft of water in the corre-
sponding period, last year.
The inflow to the dam has
stopped completely for the
last two days. The outflow was
limited to 300 cusecbutinthe
last few days it has increased
to 1,075 cusec. The dam au-
thorities arereleasing the said
quantum of water to Ganekal
reservairin Raichurdistrictto
meet drinking water needs of
theregion. “The considerable
dipin the water levelin Tung-
abhadrareservoirmay trigger
asevere drinking water crisis
in Vijayanagara, Ballari, Kop-
pal and Raichur districts. As
of now, thereisnoshortage of
drinking water in Vijayanagar
district. But further delay in
maonsoon will onlyworsenthe
situation. If such a situation
arises, we will use water from
the dead storage, Vijayana-
gara Deputy Commissioner
Venkatesh T told DH.

Atemplesubmergedin
River Krishna has surfaced
following depletion of water
level, near Banhatti of
Gadag district.

The centuries old Balap-
pajjana Temple, which
remainsunderwater in
the middle of Krishna
river, has resurfaced af-
ter aspan of three years
on the parched riverbed
near near Rabakavi-Ba-
nahatti.

The temple dedicated
toLord Shivais said to
have heen constructed
by Balapajja Mareguddi
with the permission
of Sangli rulers, two
centuriesago. In1970s,
the temple went under-
water after the con-
struction of Hipparagi
barrage. The temple
resurfaces when the
barrage and the river

godry.

“With just 4.84 m'lcftwaterstorage, the 'I‘mgabhadra dam
in Hosapete taluk of Vijayanagara district has hit
rock bottom. oHPHOTO
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Despite opposition, 133 power
projects register for water cess

PraTisaa CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JUNE 17

As many as 133 of the 172
hydroelectric projects in
the state have registered
themselves with the Jal
Shakti Department for the
payment of water cess.
This has happened despite
the directions of the Cen-
tral Government io the
- power producers to chal-
lenge the imposition of
cess by the Himachal
Pradesh Government

The power companies,
which have registered for
the water cess, include
National Hydro Power Cor-
poration (NHPC) Ltd and
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) Ltd.
Punjab and Haryana as
well as the Department of
Energy of the Ceniral Gov-
ernment had opposed the
imposition of water cess by
Himachal.
The Sukhvinder Singh

Sukhu-led Congress gov-

§ Y2K CR REVENUE LIKELY

B w172 hydroelectric projects in

G

# Himachal will be charged
# the cess from April 1, 2023

The state government hopes
to generate at least ¥2,000
crore annually from it

Uttarakhand and J&K are
the other two states that
have imposed water cess on
hydropower generation

. companies,

ernment had passed a Bill
on water cess during the
Budget session of the Vid-
han Sabha. A total of 172
hydroelectric projects in
Himachal would be charged
the cess from April 1, 2023.
Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir are the other
two states that have
imposed water cess on
hydroelectric power genera-
tion and Himachal is hop-
ing to generate at least Rs
2,000 crore annually from it.

“The cess will be
charged once the commit-

tee headed by the Secre-
tary (Power), in consulta-
tion with the Law and
Finance departments,
decides tariffs and the cri-
teria for charging the
cess., The recommenda-
tions of the committee
will be placed before the
Cabinet for approval,”
said a senior official.

The water cess proposed by
Himachal is almost five times
of what is being charged in
Uttarakhand and two times
of the cess in Jammu and
Kaghmir but there is a possi-

bility that it may be reduced
after consultations with the
power producers,

The Director, Union Min-
istry of Power, had on April
25,2023, issued a letter to all
chief secretaries and power
terming the
water cess imposed by the
Himachal Government as
‘illegal and unconstitution-
al’. Public sector undertak-
ings like the NTPC, NHPC
and the Satluj Jal Vidyut
Nigam were asked to chal-
lenge it. The letter had cited
eight constitutional provi-
sions while stating that all
such taxes or duties could
not be levied under the
guise of power generation
and if any such tax or duty
has been levied by any
state, it should be with-
drawn prompily.

The Congress government
is in no mood to give in on
the issue, considering the
precarious financial posi-
tion of the state, which is
under Rs 75,000 crore debt.
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