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Atishi urges Haryana govt to
release water in Yamuna

NEW DELHI

Delhi Water Minister Atishi
on Monday visited the
Wazirabad barrage and ap-
pealed to the Haryana gov-
ernment to release water in
the Yamuna river.

Atishi said the Wazirabad
barrage gets water from
Haryana which goes to the
water treatment plants of
Chandrawal, Okhla and
Wazirabad.

“If no water is received,
how will the water treat-

ment plants work? We ap-
peal to Haryana that the
people in Delhi are worried
and they should release
water in Yamuna river,” she
added.

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP
leaders and MPs along with
party workers on Monday
staged demonstrations
across Delhi slamming the
AAP government over the
water crisis in the city.

Carrying bottles of dirty
water, the BJP protesters
raised slogans against the

AAP government and
smashed ‘matkas’ (earthen
pitchers) as a mark of
protest over  water
scarcity in the national
capital. They also alleged
that people were getting
sick after being forced to
drink dirty water from the
taps.

At a protest in Geeta
Colony, Delhi BJP presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva
claimed that Haryana was
releasing Delhi’s full share
of water into Yamuna. e
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Waler shorlages [eared as snow persistence
in Hindu Kush Himalaya hits record low

Snowmell contributes 23% to ater flow of 12 major river basins originating in HEH region

NEW DELHI: The Hindu
Kush Himalaya s experiencing
significantly lower snow per-
sistence this year, raising seri-
OL% EONCETH OVEE waller securily
for downstream communilies,
uu.'l:-rﬂinll; Lo i mew reporl.

Leading experts from the
International Cendre for Inte-
prated Mountain Devabigment
(ICIMOD), a Mepal-based
inlurtﬁ.lwrnmenl:ll Granisa-
tieon, have urgxd waler man-
agement officials 1o iniae
drought management strale-
pies and preemplive emergency
watler supgly measures,

The Hindu Kush Himalaya
(HEH) region heavily depends
on the cryosphere - [roeen
wialer on the Barths surface,
in:ludina snow, permaltost,
and ice [rom gladers, lakes
andl rivers, This [rozen waler
i a critical source of [reshwa-
ter far around 240 mallion (24
crore) peophe living in the HKH
region and has Far-rea:hinﬁ
benelts for around 185 billian
pepbe downstream. Snowmedl
aceounts for around 33 per cent
of the total water How ol 12

HHEH region's cryssphere is o critionl freshwater samrce for 200 millian
people, benefiting oround 1.65 bilien dewnstreom

Closer Look

+ Soow levels cbmost s it below normel s yecr, with
drernctic dedines in the wesd where wober supgly is

highest

# Ganga and Brebmaputra basne ses sgnificent drogps
in sow persidence, 17% and 14.6%% below normel,

respectively

# Helnend river besin shows mest significant drog in sow
perssence, 31.8% belrw normal, kowest sinee 2018

mijor river basing originating
iny the HEKH. However, its con-
tribiution varies from cver Lo
river, mpmunlinﬁ T per cenl
of the Amu Daryas (kw, 77 per
cenl af the Helmand's ow, and
A per cent of the Indus' Gow,
Munitoring shows snew lev-
s are abmasd a fifth bebosw nor-
rsal acrarss the region this vear,
with the mest dramatic declines
i the west, where ils contriba-
tian Lo waler supply is the high-
est. Saaw persislence dropped
17 per cent below normal in
the Ganga basin and 145 per
cenl below normal in the Brah-
maputra basin, said the Snow
Upalate Report - 2024, released

an Monday.

The Helmand river basin
shows the mest significant drop
i s perssstence al 318 per
cenl below normal. 115 previ-
aus Jowest level was in 2018,
wilh a 42 per cent reduction.
The Indus basin has falken 1o
23.3 per cenl below normal,
ther Joweest level dn 22 years
The previeaws lowest year for
this hasin was 2018, with a 9.4
per cend shortfall. The Mekong
brasin had the smallest varia-
(i Irom normal, with snow
persistence around 1 per cent
below normal.

"W have seen a pattern of
decreasing amounts and per-

sistence of sniw acros the
Hindu kush Himalaya, with
13 oo the past 22 years regis-
lrrinﬁ( [ewver-than-normal se-
somal snow persistence,” said
TCIMOD cryosphere specali
Sher Mubammad, whe is also
auther of the repart.

“This s 2 watke-up call for
researchers, policymakers and
downsiream  communities,
Lawwer snow accumulation and
!I].u.chul:lnﬁ_ suiiw Diswely e A
seris mcreased risk ol water
shortages, particularly this
year,' b saial

Miriam Jackson, ICIMOD
senior cryosphere specialicl,
suidl agencies must ke pro-

active deps 1o address possible
drought situations, especially
in E:IS:{ summer. “Plans must
b wpdated to accommodate
watler stress, aned communities
reced Lis b natifiend el e rischs”

"Byl thal, it clear that
pevernmentsand people in this
region need urgent support 1o
aﬁx'pl bix uhan;Esﬂ:'l anow pal-

terns thal carbon emissions
have already bocked in. G20
connbries need Lo cul emissions
Fasleer than ever before to pre-
venl even more changes that
ol prove disas Lrous Lo major
populsticn centres and indus-
tries reliant on snowmelt in the
mounlzing dhe said  NEENOES
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