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Waves lash the shoreline in Mumbai on Monday as C

yclone Tauklae, packing ferocious winds and threatening a
destructive storm, surge bore down disrupting the countrys response to its devastating Covid-19 outbreak.

— AFP

Cyclone makes landfall in Guj., Diu

6 killed, 17 injured as Tauktae batters India’s West Coast
55 flights to Mumbai
airport cancelled

DC CORRESPONDENTS
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI/
AHMEDABAD. MAY 17

Strong winds and heavy
rains battered the West
Coast of India as Cyclone
Tauktae made its landfall
in Gujarat and Diu on
Monday 8 pm. At least six
persons were reported to
have died and 17 injured in
Maharashira.

The Extremely Severe
Cyclonic Storm (ESCS)
crossed the Gujarat coast
between Porbandar and
Mahuva (Bhahvnagar)
between 8 and 11 pm with
maximum sustained wind
speed of 155-165 kmph. Diu
reported 133 kmph wind
speed at 9.30 pm.

Maharashtra officials
said six persons were

Killed in Konkan region.
Of them. three persons
died in Raigad district, a
sailor died in Sindhudurg
district while two persons
were killed in Navi
Mumbai and Ulhasnagar
after trees fell on them, in
Thane district.

Two boats, with seven
sailors were on board,
anchored at the
Anandwadi harbour in
Sindhudurg district cap-
sized. A sailor, identified
as Rajaram Kadam, from
Devgad taluka in the dis-
trict died in the incident,
while three others were
missing. The three other
sailors were safe, said the
officials.

W Page 4: Navy rescues 410
Mmezm

Mumbai, May 17: More
than 55 flights, both
incoming and outbound,
were cancelled at the
city's Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Alrport (CSMIA)} on
Monday after the private
airport operator was
forced to suspend all air
services at 11 am due to
cyclone "Tauktae'.

These cancellations
apart, some seven incom-
ing flights were also
diverted to various air-

ports.

The CSMIA for the
fourth time in the day
extended the closure of
operations till 10 pm after
first announcing that the
airport will remain closed
for three hours, starting
11 am. Major airports in
Gujarat shutdown till
Tuesday as a precaution-
ary measure. Three major
alrports — Ahmedabad,
Surat and Vadodara - will
remain closed for both
domestic and internation-
al flights till Tuesday, offi-
cials said. — PTI
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Tauktae wreaks havoc

Makes landfall on Saurashtra coast, claims 8 lives in Karnataka, 6 in Maharashtra

Strong sea waves near the Gateway of India as cyclone Tauktae approaches, in Mumbai on Monday afternoon. — Photo: PTI

MUMBAI

Very severe cyclonic storm
‘Tauktae’ with winds gust-
ing up to 185 km per hour
began making landfall on
Gujarat’s Saurashtra coast
near Diu on Monday night,
after dumping heavy rains
on Mumbai, forcing the
evacuation of over 2 lakh
people in Gujarat and leav-

ing two barges with 410 peo-
ple on board adrift in the
Arabian Sea.

Six persons were killed in
Maharashtra’s Konkan re-
gion in separate incidents
related to the severe cy-
clonic storm and three
sailors remained missing
after two boats sank in the
sea earlier in the day, offi-
cials said. Eight people lost

their lives so far in the cy-
clone-hit coastal and sur-
rounding Malnad districts of
Karnataka, officials said.
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said on
Monday seven rain-related
deaths had been reported in
the State since May 12,
“The landfall process of
extremely severe cyclonic
storm Tauktae has started as

forward sector of eye of the
storm is entering the
Saurashtra coast to the east
of Diu,” the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
said in Ahmedabad. The
wind speed at the Union
Territory of Diu was 133
kmph when the cyclone
started making its landfall at
around 930 pm, the Met of-
fice said. (SEEPAGES 2, 7)
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Cyclone Tauktae claims 6 lives in Maha

Three sailors go missing while 1,886 houses partially and five completely destroyed in the State

MUMBAI

Six persons were killed in
Maharashtra’s Konkan re-
gion in separate incidents
related to the severe cy-
clonic storm ‘Tauktae’
while three sailors re-
mained missing after two
boats sank in the sea, a
statement and officials said
on Monday.

Of the six, three persons
died in Raigad district, a
sailor in Sindhudurg dis-
trict while two persons
were killed in Navi Mum-
bai and Ulhasnagar after
trees fell on them, in Thane
district, officials said.

Two boats anchored at
the Anandwadi harbour in
Sindhudurg district cap-
sized, an official statement
said, adding seven sailors
were on board the two ves-
sels. Of them, a sailor, iden-
tified as Rajaram Kadam
hailing from Devgad taluka
in the district, died in the
incident, while three oth-
ers went missing. The
other three sailors are safe,
the statement said. As of 2
pm on Monday, 1886
houses in Raigad were par-
tially damaged, while five
houses were destroyed
completely due to the cy-
clonic storm, the govern-
ment said, Earlier, minister
of state Aditi Tatkare said
2,299 families (or 8383
people) were shifted to
safer places in view of the
cyclonic storm in Raigad.

The district received
23,42 mm rainfall till 2 pm,
the statement said, Maha-
rashtra Deputy Chief Min-
ister Ajit Pawar said alarge
number of trees fell in the
Konkan region due to the
cyclonic storm. The gov-
ernment will have to send
additional teams of its per-
sonnel to the affected re-
gion to restore normalcy
once the cyclone threat is
over, he said. Pawar also
urged people to not step
out of theit homes, Two
persons were killed in Navi
Mumbai and Ulhasnagar.rn
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Rescue team clears a tree that fell on a parked car due to strong winds triggered by the cyclone, in Mumbai on Monday. — Photo: PTI

21 villages affected in Karnataka, eight dead

BENGALURU/MANGALARU

Eight people have lost their
lives so far in the cyclone
Tauktae-hit coastal and sur-
rounding Malnad districts of
Karnataka, officials said on
Monday. According to a sit-
uation report by Karnataka
State Disaster Management
Authority officials, till this
evening, 121 villages in seven

districts of Dakshina Kan-
nada, Udupi, Uttara Kan-
nada, Kodagu, Chikkama-
galuru, Hassan and Belagavi
have been affected by the
cyclone, Among the 121 vil-
lages affected, a maximum
of 48 are from Uttara Kan-
nada district. Among the
eight deaths reported, two
each are from Dakshina
Kannada and Belagavi, and

180 Army teams on standby

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Army said on Monday it has
put 180 teams and nine en-
gineer task forces on
standby to face any contin-
gency as Cyclone Tauktae is
likely to hit the Gujarat
coast on Monday evening.
“Sector Commanders and
Divisional HQ (headquarter)
are in touch with District

Collectors and the Revenue
Commissioner who is the
nodal agency for relief ac-
tivities in Gujarat,” the
Army said in a statement.

The Army said it has iden-
tified likely areas — talukas
as well as districts — where
the impact could be higher
and it has geared up its
columns. Fri

one each from Uttara Kan-
nada, Udupi, Chikkama-
galuru and Shivamogga, offi-
cials said.

While two deaths have
been reported in Dakshinga
Kannada because of drown-
ing in sea due to a tug being
adrift, two died in Belagavi
due to house collapse. A
fisherman who went to tie
his boat died in Uttara Kan-

nada died as he got hit by an-
other boat, while one person
died of electric mishap in
‘Udupi. One death each were
reported in Chikkamagaluru
and Shivamogga due to
house collapse and lightning
respectively. Damage to 387
houses have been reported.
Among them, 57 houses are
fully damaged and 330 par-
tially damaged. ,m

PM promises all help to States

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
spoke to the Chief Ministers
of Maharashtra, Gujarat,
and Goa and the Lt Gover-
nor of Daman and Diu over
their preparedness to deal
with severe cyclonic storm
Tauktae. In a telephonic
conversation with Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Ud-

dhav Thackeray, Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani,
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant and Daman and Diu
Lt Governor Praful Patel, he
took stock of situation and
preparedness to deal with
the cyclonic stormif it im-
pacts these States and the
UT, more than what was ex-
pected.rn



Tauktae tears into

. MumEBAI

A very severe cyclonic storm
with winds gusting up to 185
km per hour began making
landfall on the Gujarat coast
Monday night, after dumping
heavy rains on Mumbai, forc-
ing the evacuation of over 1.5
lakh people in Gujarat and
leaving two barges with 410
people on board adrift in the
Arabian Sea.

Tropical storm 'Tauktae’
(pronounced as Tau'Te) which
had intensified into a very se-
vere cyclonic storm, lies close
to the Gujarat coast, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

Six persons were killed in
Maharashtra’s Konkan region
in separate incidents related
to the severe cyclonic storm
and three sailors remained
missing after two boats sank
in the sea, officials said. Three
persons died in Raigad dis-
trict, a sailor in Sindhudurg
district and two persons were
killed in Navi Mumbai and Ul-
hasnagar in Thane district af-
ter trees fell on them. Two
boats with seven sailors on
board, anchored in the Anand-
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Thousands shifted as Cyclone

.

An IAF plane deployed to carry NDRF personnel and tonnes load to

Ahmedabad as part of preparations for Cyclone Tauktae. IAF planes
C-130J and 1 An-32 have been engaged to carry rescue personnel from
various centres to Ahmedabad on Monday

wadi harbour in Sindhudurg
district capsized, an official
statement said.

Atleast17 Covid-19 patients
on ventilator support in the
Porbandar Civil Hospital's
ICU were shifted to other fa-
cilities on Monday as a pre-
cautionary measure because
of cyclone Tauktae, an official
said.

The Centre has offered all
help to Gujarat to deal with
the cyclone and asked the
Army, Navyand the Air Force

to remain on standby to assist
the administration ifthe need
arises, the Gujarat govern-
ment said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah are in touch with
the state government and
have extended all possible
help, said Gujarat Chief Min-
ister Vijay Rupani after hold-
ing a meeting with collectors
of coastal districts which are
likely to face the maximum
brunt of the cyclone.

Gujarat

180 ARMY
TEAMS ON
STANDBY

. NEw DELHI

The Indian Army on
Monday said it has put
180 teams and nine en-
gineer task forces on
standby to face any
contingency as Cy-
clone Tauktae heads
into Gujarat coast.
"Sector commanders
and Divisional HQ
(headquarter) are in
touch with District
Collectors and the
Revenue Commis-
sioner who is the nodal
agency for relief activi-
ties in Gujarat,” the
Army said in a state-
ment, The Army said it
has identified likely ar-
eas -- talukas as well as
districts -- where the
impact could be higher
and it has geared up its
columns to react im-
mediately.




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 18-May-2021

Tauktae makes landfall in Guj

Heavy rain, strong winds lash Mumbai | 6 dead | Flights suspended

MUMEAL MAY 17
A very severe cyclonic storm
with winds gusting up to 185
km per hour began making
landfall on the Gujarat coast
Monday night, after dumping
heavy rains on Mumba, fore-
ing the evacuation of over 1.5
lakh people in Gujarat and
leaving two barges with over
400 people on board adritt in
the Arabian Sea.

Tropical storm  “Tauktae”,
which had intensified mto a
very severe cyclonic storm, lies
close to the Gujarat coast, the
IMD sand. “The landfall process
has started and will continue
during next two hours,” the
IMD said.Six persons were
killed in  Maharashtra’s
Konkan region in separate
incidents related to the severe
cyclonic storm  and three
sailors remained missing after
two boats sank in the sea, offi-
ciadls said. Three persons
died in Raigad district, a
sailor in Sindhudurg dis-
trict and two persons were
killed in Navi Mumbai and
Ulhasnagar in Thane district
after trees fell on them.

Two boats with seven sailors
on board, anchored in the
Anandwadi harbour in Sind-
hudurg district capsized, an
offirial staternent said.

As the cyclone moved past

Waterlogging at Bhendi Bazaar due to heavy rain and strong

winds triggered by Cyclone Tauktae in Mumbai on Meonday. pTi
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COVID PATIENTS IN
PORBANDAR CIVIL
HOSPITAL SHIFTED

L

55

IN GUJARAT

1. I'_ LAKH EVACUATED

FLIGHTS
CANCELLED AT
MUMBAI AIRFORT

the Maharashtra coast in the
morning, Mumbai's Chha-
trapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport initially
announced the suspension of
operations from 11 am to 2
pm and later decided to keep
all operations shut till § pm.

Over 1.5 lakh people were
shifted from low-lying
coastal areas in Gujarat,
while 54 teams of the NDRF
and SDRF remained
deployed, an official said.

At least 17 Covid-19 patients
on ventilator support in the
Porbandar Civil Hospital's ICU
were shifted to other facilities
on Monday as a precautionary
measure because of Cyclone
Tauktae, which is heading
towards the Gujarat coast, an
official said. The Cenfre has
offered all help to Gujarat to
deal with the cyclone and
asked the Army, Navy and
the Air Force to remain on
standby toassist the adminis-
tration if the need arises, the
Gujarat Government said.
Winds blew at 114 kmph in
Mumbai on Monday after-
noon as the cyconic storm
passed close to the Mumbai
coast, civie officials said.

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray on
Monday took stock of the
situation in Mumbai. — PTI
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