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Mullaperiyar level
up, flood warning
issued for Kerala

The Hindu Bureau
THENI

Amid widespread rain in
the catchment areas, the
water level in the Mullape-
riyar reservoir touched 138
feet (maximum permissi-
ble level 142 ft) following
which Public Works De-
partment engineers issued
the second flood warning
to Kerala on Thursday.
Tamil Nadu PWD engi-
neers told presspersons
that till October-end, the
level in the reservoir was
around 134 feet. After the
rainfall in the region, the
storage level inched up-
ward steadily that on No-
vember 9, it touched 136 ft
after which the first flood
call was issued to Kerala.

Though 2,600 cusecs of
water was being released
towards the Tamil Nadu
side through two shutters,
the Kerala side had bigger
shutters and hence the
quantum of water dis-
charged may be higher. Pe-
ople living near the river
bank in Idukki district have
been instructed to stay
away from the water-
course. As per the rule
curve system, the water le-
vel in the Mullaperiyar
dam can be stored up to
142 ft till November 30, the
PWD officials said.

Tamil Nadu farmers
have appealed to the Kera-
la government to ensure
that there was no panic
created by mischief mon-
gers on social media.
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Mamata writes to PM
on Ganga erosion,
seeks technical study

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday wrote a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking a technical
study on the erosion on the
river Ganga in the areas ad-
joining  the  Farakka
Barrage.
“T would, therefore, ur-
gently request you to ad-
vise the concerned Minis-
try to arrange for a detailed
technical study involving
all stakeholders, like the
governments of West Ben-
gal and Bihar, and the Gan-
ga Flood Control Commis-
sion and FBPA ( Farakka
Barrage Protection Author-
ity),” Ms. Banerjee wrote in
the letter. The Chief Minis-
ter said that findings of the
study may then be utilised
to formulate an integrated
plan to combat erosion in
this zone which is now the
need of the hour.

Earlier this year on Fe-
bruary 21, the Chief Minis-
ter had written to the
Prime Minister on the
same issue. The Union Mi-
nister for Jal Shakti, Go-
vernment of India, Prahlad
Singh Patel through his let-
ter dated July 28, 2022, had
replied to the letter of the
Chief Minister .

“ In fact, the extent of
erosion is so severe that
the distance between the
Ganga and Fulhar, has
come down to only 1.5 km
at Billaimari of Manichak
block in Malda district,
from its earlier distance of
4.0 km recorded in 2004,
thus posing serious threats

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. FILE PHOTO

to people of the adjoining
villages and even to the sa-
fety of the National High-
way 131 A — an important
road connectivity route in
the area connecting North
Bengal to South Bengal,”
Ms. Banerjee said in the
letter.

The Chief Minister said
in the communication that
the Union Minister had in
his letter indicated that Fa-
rakka Barrage Project has
executed anti-erosion/river
protection work to the
tune of 3342 crore during
2005 to 2019.

“However, it is noticed
that the area is still suffer-
ing from severe erosion
problems at several sites,
including repeated erosion
at the same site. As a re-
sult, it is clear that anti-ero-
sion efforts have been at-
tempted piecemeal, with
no holistic approach ta-
ken,” Ms. Banerjee said.

Ms. Banerjee also point-
ed out in her communica-
tion that that her govern-
ment has taken up some
erosion-abatement works
at a cost of more than ¥80
crore.
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