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Army eyes patrol boats
for water bodies in Sir
Creek, Brahmaputra

The new initial tender is for 6 fast patrol boats and 8 landing craft

assault as well as 118 integrated surveillance and targeting systems

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: After Pangong
Teo in eastern Ladakh, the
Army has now Kicked off its
plan to acquire six fast-pa-
trol boats and eight landing
craft assault for other water
bodies in border areas like
Sir Creek and Brahmaputra
river basin, as well as 118 in-
tegrated surveillance and
targeting systems for mech-
anised forces.

The move comes after the
Army, over the past two
vears, has inducted new spe-
cialised boats for patrolling
Pangong Tso, the 134-km
long lake at an altitude of
13.900-feet in eastern La-
dakh, where troop disen-
gagement with China took
place on the two banks in
February 2021,

The new initial tenders or
RFIs (request for informa-
tion) issued by the Army on
Monday for six fast patrol
boats and eight landing craft
assault are meant for deploy-
ment in areas like Sir Creek
in the Rann of Kutch in Guja-
rat, as well as Brahmaputra
river and Sundarban delta ar-
eas of West Bengal.

The Army said the fast pa-
trol boats, capable of carry-
ing eight fully-armed sol-
diers, should be “rugged and

versatile to facilitate seam-
less execution of small team
insertion, surveillance, re-
connaissance and patrol-
ling".The landing craft as-
sault, in turn, should be capa-
ble of carrying 35 soldiers
with weaponsand equipment
for patrolling, fast attack and
interception acrossa varying
matrix of terrain and operat-
ing conditions. The last date
to respond to the RFIs for the
patrol boats and landing as-
sault craft is November 28,

At Pangong Tso, the Ar-
my has inducted 12 fast pa-
trol boats with advanced
surveillance gear and other
equipment under a Rs 65
crore contract with defence
PSU Goa Shipyard.

Similarly, 17 troop-carry-
ing, flat-bottom fibreglass
boats were inducted from a
private shipyard at Goa,
which also supplies such ves-
sels tothe Navy,

Amid the continuing mili-
tary confrontation with Chi-
na in eastern Ladakh, which
is now set to enter the fourth
successive winter, the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army has
built two bridges on the part
of the Pangong lake it con-
trols as wellas new troop shel-
ters and jetties near the “no
patrol buffer zone” created af-
ter the troop disengagement.
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Yamuna revival:
NGT seeks fresh
CPCB report

New Delhi: Terming the status re-
ports on the rejuvenation of the
Yamuna submitted by states and
authorities “deficient” and
“cryptic,” the National Green
Tribunal Tuesday directed the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to to verify the facts and
figures in them, and to “file a
comprehensive report reflecting
the correct position™.

The CPCB informed the tribu-
nal that44 drainsdischarge waste
water into the Yamuna and that
sewage flowing into Yamuna ex-
ceeds the treatment capacity .

The Delhi government said,
the “water quality of river Yamuna
has improved in the period of
January 2023 to September
2023,"” compared to the corre-
sponding period in 2022.

The matter was being heard
by the Tribunal’s Principal Bench
headed by Chairperson Prakash
Shrivastava. ENS
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NGT 1ssues notices to MoJS, states

over pollution in river stretches

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
issued notices to the chief sec-
retaries of all states and the
Union Ministry of Jal Shakti
(Mo]S) in a matter regarding
non-compliance with the tri-
bunal’s order regarding the pol-
lution of various river stretches
across the country.

In February 2021, the tribu-
nal directed the Mo]S to devise
an appropriate mechanism for
an effective monitoring of the
steps for control of pollution
and rejuvenation of all polluted
river stretches in the country.

Other directions to the
states included addressing the
gaps in the treatment of sew-
age and effluents by setting up
adequate effluent treatment
plants (ETPs), sewage treat-
ment plants (§TPs) and com-
mon effluent treatment plants
(CETPS).

In a recent order, a bench
of Chairperson Prakash Shriv-
astava and expert member A
Senthil Vel said, “Since a larger

issue in respect of the imple-
mentation of the orders by
the different authorities on a
pan-India basis is involved,
therefore, we entertain this
application as an execution
application for the execu-
tion of the order which has
been finally passed (on Febru-
ary 22, 2021)”

It said the material shown
by the petitioner indicated that
the tribunal’s order was not
implemented by all states.

“Hence, we issue a notice
to the chief secretaries of all
the states and the Secretary,

Ministry of Jal Shakti (Mo]S)
with the direction to submit the
report in respect of compliance
with the above order of the tri-
bunal,” the NGT said.

The development came
after an application was filed
seeking execution of its earlier
order on controlling pollution
in the rivers.

The applicants submitted
that, Assam lacks treatment
facility for 437.23 MLD of sew-
age generated and there is slow
progress in implementation
of three STPs at Silsako Beel
(65 MLD), Borsola Beel (62

» Other directions to the
states included addressing
the gaps in the treatment
of sewage and effluents
by setting up adequate
effluent treatment plants
(ETPs), sewage treatment
plants (STPs) and commeon
effluent treatment plants
(CETPS)

» * The material shown by
the petitioner indicated
that the tribunal’s order
was not implemented by
all states’

MLD), Paschim Boragaon
(60 MLD) at Guwahati and
eight STPs of total capacity of
47.5 MLD at Silchar, Dibru-
garh, Jorhat, Tezpur, Bongaig-
aon, Dhubri, Tinsukia and
Mangadaloi and implementa-
tion of 30 Stand-alone FSTP in
30 towns.

The matter has been listed
on December 13 for further
proceedings.  WITH AGENCIES INPUT



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan- 18- October-2023

QI ST USHUIT IR Al
& YR Al Pl <Nfe

3 Teoet, TSiHll T BiE
AfRT (UASTE) 9 W W H
fafr=T 7<) &A1 o wguoT & Heie
H AfeehuT o TR T STTUIeT
T % A § 9 TS 6
A [ieal iR 5 Serife
T 1 AITed S feren 21
UASel 4 wad 2021 ¥
HATeR i foren fea o fof S &
T fHeisToT ST et efvd T
&l & TIEGR & foTT el #

3T93Te SMeH Ta7 (HiEedey )
T eh drest 3fiR 3
& NG T 370 T S 3 6
T fem o

USTIE! o H TR | a8 HHen
@ 4T | fT R TSt 3 el
i ererTendl gRT feame Tu oSt
q Hard fiyeran @ fo6 fesgmer &
T T |l T F A
forar | sEfe, B9 st Tt
% U= afedl R o v

yTel AR o e s e
| 3Heh TSN T o HTw
IR INEAGE (38 ), WesT
YA G4 (THI) 31K T

T & 9fd &7 fesgae &
SRR STCET o SAFIET o Heel
T fare ST o o T o6 Ty
Jfcasi e



