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]aln India’s biggest
sewage plant to be
ready by 2022-end

‘TlMEs_News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi will soon get
India’slargestsewagetreatment
plant (STP) at Okhla, which will
be able to treat 564 million litres
per day (MLD) of sewage and
wastewater. Water minister and
Delhi Jal Board (DJB)chairman
Satyendar Jain on Friday visi-
ted the construction site of the
project that is expected to be
completed by 2022-end.

Once completed, the STP
willbeabletohelptrapalarge
chunk of sewage currently
flowing into Yamuna and can
treat sewage to biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD)and to-
tal suspended solids (TSS) le-
vels of 10 mg/leach, with nut-
rientremoval, officials said.

Jaingaid theSTP wasbeing
built over an area of 110 acres
using state-of-the art technolo-
gy. “The Kejriwal government
is constructing the largest
singleSTPinIndia. Thecapaci-
ty of this STP is 564 MLD and
this means, after its construc-
fion, it will be able to stop 564
MLD of sewage from flowing
into Yamuna,” said Jain.

“We are working with our
full dedication and compensa-
fing for the delay due to Co-
vid-19 by putting in additional
resources. The work of this
STPisexpected tobecompleted

WORK IN The STP
will be receiving sewage largely
from south and central Delhi

by December 2022," he added.

"The STP will be receiving
sewage largely from south
and central Delhi and the
plant will also have a solar
drying system for around 150
ton of sludge spread over 12
acres, Advanced suction-ba-
sed clarifiersare being used to
improve the removal of solid
particles from the wastewater:

“The treated water from
this STP will be utilised for va-
rious purposes, such as in the
groundwater recharge at Aso-
la Bhatti Mines and its surro-
unding areas, rejuvenating la-
kes, waterbodies and the sur-
plus water will be released into
Yamuna,”" a DJB official said.

In addition to this, two ex-
isting STPs of 72 MLD and 136
MLD will continue tofunction
in the Okhla STP complex,
This will take the total treat-
ment capacity of the Okhla
STP complex to 771 MLD,
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Panels on KRMB, GRMB
meet to discuss notice

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 17

The sub-committees on
Krishna and Godavari
River Management
Boards (KRMB and
GRMB) met at Jalasoudha
here on Friday to discuss
implementing the
Centre's Gazette notifica-
tion from October 14.

The committees asked
the Telangana and AP
governments to provide

details within 10 days on
the staff who will be allo-
cated for maintenance
and operation of projects
after KRBM and GRMB
take over projects on
Krishna and Godavari
from October 14.

The committees asked
the respective state gov-
ernments to submit
reports on the process of
handing over projects to
respective river boards,
allocating sufficient staff

for the smooth function-
ing of the boards and for
operation and mainte-
nance of irrigation proj-
ects.

The Gencos of the
respective states were
asked to submit reports
on handing over of the
thermal power stations at
irrigation projects and
allocate required staff to
run thermal power sta-
tions under the control of
the boards.
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Headway in TN-KL water disputes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

The official-level committees
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala,
formed in 2019 for resolving
key inter-State water issues
made significant progress on
various aspects during its
third meeting on Friday.

The next meeting is likely to
take place at Chennai wherein
Kerala Chief Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan or the minister
in charge of the water resourc-
es is likely to take part.

On behalf of the Kerala gov-
ernment, Water Resources
Secretary TK Jose and other
officials took part in the meet-
ing. On the Tamil Nadu side,
PWD Secretary Sandeep Saxe-
na, Cauvery Technical Cell
Chairman R Subramanian
and other officials were
present.

Briefing media persons
about the meeting, Saxena
said Kerala agreed in princi-

The 3rd meeting of official-level committees of Tamil Nadu and Kerala

ple for Tamil Nadu’s proposal
for constructing a dam at An-
namalaiyar. “Certain issues in
this aspect were discussed and
we are positive about the final
outcome. On the Nirar-Nallar
project too, Kerala agreed in
principle but wants to discuss
technical specifications. Both
States will constitute techni-
cal committees,” he added.
Saxena said Tamil Nadu
government has suggested a
new location for Pandiyar-
Punnampuzha project. For
this project too, Kerala has no
objection but wants formation

of committees on both sides to
discuss technical issues.

The PWD Secretary said on
Mullaiperiyvar dam issue,
Tamil Nadu proposed that 15
trees be cut to strengthen the
baby dam, as per the directives
of the Supreme Court. The
Forest Department Secretary
of Kerala had promised to take
a decision on this soon.

Kerala officials raised the
apprehensions about the safe-
ty of the Mullaiperiyar dam
among the people living in
downstream areas of the
dam.
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Red-letter day: City receives
1,000 million litres of water

Metro Water mulls upping supply but officials worry about wastage, pipe leaks

KV NAVYA @ Chennai

FOR the first time since the forma-
tion of Chennai Metro Water Board
in 1978, the water supply has touched
1,000 Million Litres per Day (MLD)
on Friday. Copious inflow into the
reservoirs due to good rainfall and
the release of Krishna water from
Andhra Pradesh are the major rea-
sons for this, say officials.

On Friday, the five reservoirs
(Chembarambakkam, Poondi, Red
Hills, Cholavaram, and Thervoy
Kandigai) together had a water stor-
age level of 9.5 TMC (thousand mil-
lion cubic feet). The reservoirs re-
ceived good inflow during cyclone
Nivar last year, and intermittent
rains following that, till August. No-
tably, the combined water level of
these reservoirs, last year was only
3.9 TMC.

The Metro Water Board has been
gradually increasing the supply
from 800 MLD for the past six
months. On a trial run basis, the
board is also supplying water to add-
ed areas along the Old Mahabali-
puram Road, including Kotti-
vakkam, Palavakkam, Perungudi,
Sholinganallur, and Karapakkam.

“We are checking the pipelines
that we recently laid in the added ar-
eas. It is going good so far. This
means, the added areas will contin-
ue to get water supply. The amount
of water will soon be increased,”
says a senior metro water official.

Due to adequate water reserve,
water procurement from desalina-
tion plants has also decreased. Ac-
cording to official records, currently
80.18 MLD is being procured from
Nemmeli plant and 78.45 MLD from
Munjur plant. This is against the
usual procurement of 170-189 MLD.
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Current water supply to city

1,000 MLD

Total requirement

1,200 MLD

Supply in March

810 MLD

X
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Storage level in reservoirs

e
Chembarambakkam | 2781 Mcft | 1,607 Mcft
Poondi T 2700 Wikt | 6T Mclt
Redhills 13,002 Melt | ZIT3 Nictt
Cholavaram B4 Mcft | 9ZMcft

Thervoy Kandigai | 465 Mcft -
| ‘

Apart from the reservoirs and de-
salination plants, nearly 2 TMC
(thousand million cubic feet) of
Krishna water was released and the
number is expected to touch 3 TMC
in a couple more months.

The Kandaleru reservoir in Nel-
lore district in AP, which augments
the drinking water supply to Chen-
nai, had attained a record storage of

-
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52.94 tmeft for the first time (in April
2020) since the launch of the Telugu
Ganga canal system in 1996. That is
why, Chennai will receive its full
quota of water from the neighbour-
ing State.

Metro Water has plans to further
increase the supply according to the
demand, but officials say they have
two concerns. “There are several
leaks in underground pipes. We are
slowly mending them. If more water
is released, the pipes may not have
the capacity and a lot of water may
go waste,” says an official.

Another concern is negligence on
the part of the public. “If we give
water all through the day, public
may start wasting it. We will first
focus on providing water to added
areas and then increase supply in
the city,” he adds.
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India’s largest STP at Okhla will stop 56.4cr litres

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Water Minis-
ter Satyendar Jain on Friday
announced that work on the
country’s largest wastewa-
ter treaatment plant at Okhla,
with a capacity to treat 546MLD,
had started and was slated to be
completed by the end of next
year. “India’s largest STP will
have a capacity to treat 56.4
crores litres of wastewater per
day” Jain said.

He added that his
government’s aim is to dis-
charge only treated water into
the Yamuna.

The Water Minister visited
the construction site at Okhla
which will be spread over an
area of 110 acres. The STP will
likely be completed by the end

Yamuna daily, says Jain

of 2022 and after its completion,
major flows of sewage that go
into the Yamuna will get treated
and then used for rejuvenating
underground water reserves
while the rest will be discharged
into the Yamuna.

“After its construction, the
STP will stop 564 MLD of
sewage from flowing into the
Yamuna by treating to the lat-

est norms of Biochemical Oxy-
gen Demand (BOD) 10 mg/L
and Total Suspended Solids
(TSS) 10 mg/L with nutrient
removal,’ Jain said. The treated
water will be fit to be utilised for
various non-potable purposes
like gardening, lakes rejuve-
nation, washing, and flushing.

The STP will receive the sew-
age from various drains and

sewerage networks of South
and Central Delhi. The plant
will have a solar drying system
for around 150 Ton of sludge,
spread over 12 acres, the gov-
ernment said in a statement.
Advanced suction-based
clarifiers are also being used to
improve the removal of solid
particles from wastewater. The
treated water from the STP will

Construction to
be completed by
2022-end, will take
capacity at Okhla
to over 700 MLD

be utilised for various purposes,
such as in groundwater recharge
in Asola Bhatti Mines and sur-
rounding areas, rejuvenating
lakes, water bodies and surplus
water will be released into the
Yamuna.

There are two existing STPs
of 72 MLD and 136 MLD which
will continue to function in the
Okhla STP complex. This will
make the total treatment capac-
ity of the Okhla STP complex to
771 MLD.
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River Boards roll up sleeves

AP, TS told to get clearances for illegal projects on Krishna, Godavari within 6 months

HANS NEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

GRMB and KRMB (Go-
davari and Krishna River
Management Boards)
cracked the whip on Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh
even before the gazette noti-
fication on the jurisdiction
of the two boards had come
into effect. The Boards have
set 6-month deadline from
now to the two Telugu
States to seek all required
clearances to the illegal
projects, taken up by the
two governments on Kr-

ishna and Godavari, from
the Central agencies.

It may be mentioned here
that the Union Jal Shaktiin
the gazette notification has
declared 11 projects, includ-
ing the Kaleshwaram proj-

Continued from P1

In the meeting, the GRMB has
asked the two States to furnish the
details of officials to oversee the
functioning of all projects in a week
or 10 days. Based on it, the board
would prepare the job chart to dis-
charge the duties by the state Irri-
gation officials. The two Boards also
instructed the two States to make
necessary arrangements to imple-
ment the gazette notification in the

o

ect (additional 1 tmc ft),
Sitarama (Rajiv Dummugu-
dem) liftirrigation scheme
and Tupakulagudem bar-
rage, taken up on River Go-
davari by the Telangana
Government, as illegal proj-

letter and spirit. The Boards have
been given extraordinary powers for
the maintenance of the projects and
the management of the water re-
sources in the two rivers.

The newly appointed KRMB Con-
venor RK Pillai asked the two State
officials to submit the details of the
contract works above Rs 1 crore
taken up on the two rivers. The de-
ployment of CISF (Central Industrial
Security Force) forces at the project

ects. On River Krishna, Pala-
muru Ranga Reddy and
Dindi were among the 12
projects which have been
listed as illegal projects.

The boards in the sepa-
rate meetings with the state

-

Irrigation officials enquired
about the status of the ongo-
ing illegal projects and ques-
tioned for continuing the
works without clearances
from the Central Water
Commission, Union Envi-
ronment and Forests de-
partment and other central
agencies. The board officials
warned the States to submit
all the required clearances
within six months. If the
government did not fall in
line, the officials said that
the Boards would stop the
works and seize the proj-
ects. Continued on Page 7

sites and the deposit of Rs 200 crore
by each state to the functioning of
the two boards was also discussed.

The officials said that they would
soon visit Banakacharla head regu-
lator to ascertain whether the regu-
lator would come under the purview
of the KRMB or not. The Telangana
irrigation officials led by Engineer -
in- Chief C Muralidhar demanded to
bring the regulator under the juris-
diction of the KRMB.
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Irrigation
projects brim
with Inflows
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HANS NEWS SERVICE
NAGARJUNA SAGAR/
HUZURNAGAR

MAJOR and Medium irrigation
projects in the district Nagar-
juna Sagar and Musi respec-
tively have been receiving huge
inflows from the upper stream.
Officials are releasing water
downstream by lifting 12 gates
of the project by 5 feet. Sagar
Reservoir is getting inflows of
2.16 lakh cusecs , whereas out-
flows were recorded as 1.33
lakh cusecs.

Sagar reservoir accounted
for 311.14 tmeft water at 589.70
feet, whereas full tank capacity
of projectis 312.04 tmcftat 590
feet.

The outflows of Nagarjuna
Sagar downstream project
Pulichintala are said 1.60 lakh
cusecs, while inflows to reser-
voir were recorded as 1.9 lakh
Cusecs. Officials are releasing
the water by lifting 10 gates of
Pulichintala project.

Meanwhile, the medium ir-
rigation project Musi of Nalgo-
ndadistrictis receiving inflows
of 729.96 cusecs and officials
have been releasing 382.71
cusecs downstream. The proj-
ect accounted for 3.74 tmeft
storage at 642.02 feet against
full capacity at 4.46 tmcft at
645 feet.
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To conserve water, farmers
on 98K acres shift from paddy

Opt for maize, pulses under govt s flagship diversification scheme

Pm\nEEp Sl!.ARMA
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 17
Taking up crop diversifica-
tion in a big way, farmers on
98,000 acres of land In
Haryana have said goodbye
to water-guzzling paddy crop
and shifted to alternative
crops under Haryana Gov-
ernment’s flagship “Mera
Pani, Meri Virasat” crop
diversification scheme.

The data for the kharif-2021
showed that the farmers are
taking up sowing of alterna-
tive crops like maize or pulses
or diversifying into horticul-
ture or growing vegetables in
place of paddy with the ulti-
mate aim of conserving water
The payment of incentive
amounting to Rs 7,000 per acre
underthe scheme seemstobe
the primary reason for the
switching over from paddy to
non-paddy crops, sources said.

A maximum of 16,563 acres
of land have been registered
for non-paddy crops in Sirsa

Fn s

L

MAIN DISTRICTS
OPTING FOR CHANGE
District Area (inacres)
8 Sirsa 116,563
Fatehabad | 12,187
L Hisar | 11,471
Jind 111,373
"¢ Yamunanagar 6,762
M Kaithal 16,647

GOVT TO PROMOTE PLAN IN A BIG WAY

[ Following the stupendous success of the ‘Mera
Pani, Meri Virasat’ scheme in the past twoyears, the
state government will promote it in a big way in the
comi Ng Years. Sumita Misra, Acs (sGACULTUAE AND FARMERS' WELRARE)

district followed by Fate-
habad (12,187 acres), Hisar
(11,471 acres), Jind (11,373),
Yamunanagar (6,762) and
Kaithal (6,647 acres). An
encouraging sign about the
awareness about the scheme
is the fact farmers in all 22
districts across the state have

opted for the innovative
scheme, the sources said.
Additional Chief Secretary
(Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare) Sumita Misra
claimed that following the
stupendous success of the
scheme in the past two years,
the state government would

promote the scheme in a big
way in the coming years.
“The ‘Mera Pani, Meri Vir-
sat’ is set to be a people’s
movement in Haryana with
more and more farmers com-
ing forward to reap the bene-
fits being offered under the
scheme,” she asserted.

Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar had launched
the scheme last year ina bid
to conserve water and goad
farmers to move away from
paddy cultivation and diver-
sify to other crops. Last year,
an area of about 96,000 acres
of land was diversified
under the scheme and farm-
ers given an incentive
amounting to Rs 46 crore.

Initially, the scheme was
launched in eight paddy-
intensive blocks — Ratia,
Siwan, Guhla, Pipli, Sha-
habad, Babain, Ismailabad
and Sirsa. Seeing the
response to the scheme, it
was was later extended tothe
whole of Haryana.



inMahanadisystem
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Govtallaysfear of majorflood

Farmers worriedover fresh low pressure rain

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 17 SEPTEMBER

eople along the

Mahanadi deltaic

region in Odisha

heaved asigh of relief
with the government on Fri-
day allaying fear of a major
flood even though the deluge
threat still persists in Balasore
district with steady rise of
water level in Subarnarekha
river system.

Meanwhile the govern-
ment, taking nochances, has
put atleast sevendistricts- Bal-
asore, Bhadrak, Kendrapara,
Puri, Khurda, Cuttack, and
lajpur district- on alert by sta-
tioning as many as 46 teams
ofOdisha Disaster Rapid Action
Force (ODDRAF), National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRE)

and Odisha Fire Service to
the flood-prone pockets.

The government pre-
paredness was in line with
apprehensions of a low to
medium flood in Balasore,
Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Puri,
Khurda, Cuttack, and Jajpur
districts .

The situation is still not
alarming in the Mahanadi
system.We expect the flow of
7.50lakh cusecwater through
Mundalibarrage by Saturday
morning hours. Asaresult, the
lower catchment areas in
Mahanadidelta region maybe
affected by a low level flood,
said officials.

The flood threat however
still persists in parts of Bala-
sore district as thewater level
inthe Subarnarekha riversys-
tem is on the rise. The water

level of Subarnarekha has
reached 10.59 metre at Rajghat
in Balasore districtand is ris-
ing at 4 cm per hour at pre-
sent. The water level in Sub-
arnarekha will reach its peak
level of 11.5 meters near
Rajghat by midnight on Fri-
day, said SRC P K Jena.

A medium or low range
flood might affect the low-lying
areasin Bhograiand Baliapal
blocks of the district, he said.

Currently4.70lakh cusecs
of water is entering into
Hirakud reservoir with an
outflowot4.84lakhcusecs. The
inflow to the dam has
decreased . Twentyeight sluice
gates wereopened on Thurs-
day todischarge excesswater
to the Mahanadi system.

Meanwhile the depres-
sion-induced rain on Monday

has so far led to 8 deaths
while four are still missing.

The cyclonic circulation
over East-central Bay of Ben-
galis likely toreach off north
Odisha West Bengal coasts .
ltislikely to causeheavy rain-
fall in north Odisha districts
from 19 September.

The farming communi-
ties, whowere facing drought-
like situations due to rain
deficit in August, are appre-
hensive of crop damage to
eXCess rain.

Last week's rain has been
beneficial for farmers. Trans-
plantation work of kharif
paddycropshasstarted asrain
receded in the last 48 hours.
Butfurtherraindue to lowpres-
sure in the next two days will
do more harm than good to
farmers”, said Abhiram Rout,

afarmer of Bahakuda village
in Kendrapara district.

Areportfrom Balasore dis-
trict said several villages in
northern parts of the district
were inundated as river Sub-
amnarekha breached its dan-
ger level. Heavyrainfall in the
upper catchment area of the
river over thelasttwodays led
to release of flood waters from
the Galudiha barrage.

At least 40 villages of
Bhograi block and 30 villages
of Baliapal were marooned.
Evacuation of people from
low lying areas had started.
Roads in these villages were
under water.

River Jalaka and Budha-
balanga have also caused
flooding of several areas of
Basta, Remuna areas of the dis-
trict.
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Odishaplans museum,
activity centreatdams

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBANESWAR, 17 SEPTEMBER:

Odishagovemment hasdrawn
up plansto developdam based
museum, learning and recre-
ationspots and start with three
to four dams in the first phase.
Itisestimated thataround
Bs.4 crore would beinvested
for developmentofeachsuch
spot. With a sizable number
of flood control and multi-pur-
posedam projects in thestate,
thegovernment initiated steps
for development of the land
adjacent to the big dams.
The prospects of such an
initiative were discussed ata
meeting convened by chiefsec-
retary 5 C Mahapatra on Fri-
day. The chief secretary asked
the water resources department
todevelopbigdams andits adja-
centlandtolearning and recre-
ation spots with museum,
audio wvisual show, boating

and camping facilities. Stu-
dentscan avail guided tours to
the dam ,he noted.

Pincipal Secretary water
resources department, Anu
Garg listed out the dam pro-
jects across the state which
have the potential tobe devel -
opedto alearning cum recre-
ation spot.

Development Commis-
sioner Pradeep Kumar Jenafelt
dams closer to thetowns and
growih centers would atiract
more people.

The chief secretary want-
ed boating activitiesin reser-
voirs of the dams with prop-
er safety and security to be
takenup.

Additional Chief Secretary
Forest& Envirorument Dr Mona
Sharma, Principal Secretary
Tourism and General Admin-
istration & Public Grievance
Surendra Kumarwere present
at the meeting.
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