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Bangladesh seeks
postponement of river talks

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 18 DECEMBER

Amid ongo-
ing
protests
in India
over the
Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA),
Bangladesh has sought
postponement of two meet-
ings onriver management
between the two countries
scheduled for later this
week, it is understood.

Officials from the min-
istry of Jal Shakti were to
meet their Bangladeshi
counterparts here on Thurs-
day and Friday.

Sources said one was a
joint committee meeting
and the other was a tech-
nical level meeting.

“They (Bangladesh) have
sought postponement of the
meeting due to some tech-
nical issues,” sources added.

This comes days after

Bangladesh foreign minis-
ter A K Abdul Mommen
and home minis-
ter Asaduzza-
man
Khan
" called off
their visits
to India

®

\ amid reports that Dhaka

was upset over the enact-
ment of CAA by India and
allegations that religious
minorities were persecut-
ed in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh'’s outgoing
High Commissionerto India
Syed Muazzem Ali on Mon-
day had paid a courtesy call
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and invited him
to visit Dhaka for the
centenary celebration of
the birth of ‘Bangabadhu’
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
next year.

Modi told him that he
looked forward to attend-
ing the celebration.
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(Lep*and centre) A new check dam built across Pal

ar river in lsu}. Vallpuram'. Vayalur of Tamil Nadu. (right) check dam/nverﬂow weir constructed across Elumichaiyaru in
Kallidaikurichi (south) of Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu | express

TN to be a water-surplus state soon

footsteps of former CM J Jay-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal to restore the water bodies take the desilted vandal (soil)
: alalithaa, too has launched the through user communities. from the dried ponds and lakes
TAMIL NADU, which is other- Tamil Nadu Water Resources These works include mainte-  to use it as a nutrient in their
wise known as a water-starving  Conservation and Augmenta- nance in supply channels, ca- lands. Through this measure,
state, is marching fast towards tion Mission (TNWRCAM). nals, tanks, shutters, strength-  75.138 million cubic feet of de-
becoming a water-surplus state To transform this as a peo- ening and reconstruction of  silted soil has been regoved.
due to measures being imple- ple’s movement, a special in- surplus Weirs, sluices etc. Removing the w thorny
mented by the government. tensive campaign was un- In Kudimaramath, shrubs, maintaining the lake
Intra-linking of rivers with- dertaken throughout works are entrusted to bunds and inflow canals, re-
in the state to maximise theuse the state earlier in Au- farmers’ organisations moving the sand sedimenis in
of surplus water which drains  gust, thisyear. ° and councils among sluice gates, levelling the st
into the sea, construction of ~ CM Palaniswami had others. 10% of the esti- face of the lake, renovating the
dams at river basins, establish- = appealed to the public to ¥ mated cost is borne by other structures in the lakes
ing more water resources and engage themselves in this ~ them in the form of la- andpondsareamong the works
canals and maintaining these mission. Palaniswami also bour, materialor cash.  being done under the Kudima-
structures regularly areamong  made Kudimaramath schemea o far, 4,865 lakes have rath scheme. ;
the key measures taken by the major component of the desilted at a total cost of For 2019-20, sanction was ac-
government. TNWRCAM. Palaniswami re- crore under the Kudimara: cordedfor 1,829 Kudimaramath
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister ' vived the Kudimaramath mathscheme. Across the state, works covering 29 districts at
Palaniswami, following the works from the year 2016-2017 farmers have been allowed to  an estimated cost of 499 crore.
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““Worn canals causing Jayakwadi

dam water to leak in transit’

3(\’\0\ ;

Experts emphasise need for major repair of network

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

AURANGABAD

The poor structural condi-

tion of the Jayakwadi dam
water canal network in Ma-
rathwada is causing 35-40%
of water to leak in transit, ac-
cording to experts.
Corroborating “their
claim, an Irrigation Depart-
ment official said on Wed-

nesday that almost 70% of

the canal network needs ma-
jor restoration. '
“Canals taking water from
the Jayakwadi dam to rural
regions of Marathwada re-
gion need major repairs.

The resultant water loss due |

to leakages has reached
40%, as the weak canals can-
not carry the dam water to
their fullest capacity,” water
analyst Y.R. Jadhav said.

“Some years ago, the Irri- .
gation Department told -

courts that it needed 37,000
crore for a major overhaul of
this system. Unfortunately,
none of the governments lis-
tened,” Mr. Jadhav claimed.
Dam expert Pradeep Pu-
randare said the govern-

Urgent overhaul: An irrigation official said almost 70% of the

Jayakwadi dam network needs major restoration. =riLe PHOTO

ment should repair‘theylse ca-
nals and bring down water

losses. He said new projects,

such as a water grid, are
néeded in the. region.
“These canals were never re-

_paired. Minor repairs are not
“sufficient,” Mr. Purandare

said, adding that public
pressure need to be created
to revive the dam network in
the absence of a third party
monitoring the matter.

An Irrigation Department
official said almost 70% of
the Jayakwadi dam network
needs major restoration.

“The structures like aque-
ducts are leaking while the
canal network is not per-
forming to its fullest capaci- |
ty. Moreover, the present |
water losses of 35-40% are |
increasing day by day. We

_ are never sure that this dam |

will fill to its entire capacity |
every year,” he said. The
damage is also affecting irri-
gation potential in the re-
gion, he said. - )
Jayakwadi project execu-
tive engineer Rajendra Kale,
too, said the canal system
needs to be repaired.
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(zoa welcomes govt decision to
put on hold Mahadayi diversion

Gerard de Souza
= gerard.desouza@htlive.com

PANAJL: The Centre on Wednesday
held in abeyance the go-ahead
giventoKarnatakafor thediver-
sion of interstate Mahadayiriver
" waters for the Khalsa-Banduri

Dam, whichhad provokedangry

reactionsin Goa.

The opposition Congress in
Goainsisted thatthemove proves
thatthe permission for diverting
the waters was granted ahead of
bypollsin Karnataka thismonth
toinfluence voters in the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s
favour. The BJP swept the
bypollsand maintained its major-
ity in Karnataka assembly by
winning 12 of the 15seats.

Inafreshcommuniqueissued
on Wednesday, the Centre said
that “based onfactsmadeavaila-
ble subsequently to this [environ-
ment, forestand climate change]

ministry... the letter issued [for

1—\1 rdﬂ thediversion] by thisministryis

hereby kept in abeyance. It is
observed that applications for
clarification oftheaward for the
Mahadayi Water Dispute Tribu-
nal(MWDT)dated 14-08-2018filed
by the governments of Goa and
Karnatakaarestill pending. The
award has also been challenged
by the states of Goa, Karnataka
and Maharashtrabeforethe SC,”
the communique said.

Goa has been involved in a
15-year dispute with Karnataka
and Maharashtra over the shar-
ingoftheriver waters.Ithasbeen
opposing Karnataka’sdemandto
diverttheriver waterstotheeast.

Maharashtra, Karnatakaand
Goa have challenged the tribu-
nal’s award of their respective
share of waters last year before
the SC. The Centreisyettonotify
theaward. The Centresaid it will
set up a panel to look into the
issues Goa hasraised regarding
thediversion ofthe Mahadayiin

response to Goa’s objections.

The Mahadayi project envisa-
gesthediversion of westflowing
streamsin the Mahadayibasin to
the water deficit Malaprabha
basin by construction of dams
across the Haltara, Kalasa and
Banduristreams.

Goa chief minister, Pramod
Sawant, whomet Union environ-
ment minister, Prakash Java-
dekar on Wednesday, welcomed
the move to hold the permission
in abeyance “till all connected
legal disputesareresolved”.

Former chief minister and
Congress leader, Digambar
Kamat, called on Wednesday the
permission given to divert the
watersillegal and said the letter
issued in this regard should be
withdrawn. In a tweet, he added
that the BJP used the letter for
political gains in Karnataka.

“The letter is a victory for
Goa...,” BJP minister Nilesh
Cabralsaid. |

THE TRIBONE- 19.12,90 /9
Tribunal slams
authorities for A
failingtostop
sewage in Ganga

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 18

The National Green Tribunal
slammed the authorities on
Wednesday for failing to stop
discharge of untreated
sewage in Ganga and directed
completion of all projects
relating to sewage treatment
by June 30 next year.

It said despite directions,
sewage treatment had not
commenced for any of the
drains except in Uttarakhand.

“There isno information on
water quality of Ganga in the
stretch falling in UP, Jhark-
hand, Bihar and West Bengal
and information of regulation
of flood plain zone. The
reports from the states other
than Uttarakhand do not
describe the number of
drains and a plan for their
interception and diversion to
the sewage treatment
plants,” the tribunal said.

A Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice ‘Adarsh
Kumar Goel also directed the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga, Uttarakhand, UER
Jharkhand, Bihar and WB to
prevent discharge of industri-
al effluent in Ganga and its
tributaries. It also directed
demarcation of flood plains
and asked the authorities to
stop encroachments.

“Timely completion of all
projects relating to sewage
treatment be ensured i.e. by
June 30, 2020, in respect of
ongoing projects and by
December 31, 2020, in
respect of others failing
which compensation has to
be paid, apart from action
against the erring officers,”
the Bench said. — PTI
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15th-century method improvised to conservewater in Rajasthan’sarid dists

| DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY @

IGBHPUR 17T BER g\r\
The traditional 15th century
Rajasthani method of water
conservation for over sever-

al centuries, known as ‘Tanka’ .

have been successfully impro-
vised back in the six parched
and arid districts of Jodhpur,
Jaisalmer, Barmer, Nagore,
Bikaner and Churu in West
Rajasthan to tackle the severe
drinking water crisis under the
MGNREGA Scheme.

These days good quality
potable drinking water has
been a global issue,, particu-
larlyin the developingworld.

About 1.5 crores peoplelive
inthese six arid districts of West
Rajasthan, but now their sev-
eral century old traditional
method of rain water har-
vesting and storage through
‘Tankas’ have become a role
model] for successful imple-
mentation of drinking water
conservation in arid areas

throughout the country. The
average rainfall is about 220
mm in this part. Another form
of water conservation here,
Bauris or steep wells also pro-
duce therapeutic water.
Talking to The Statesman
today, Mr. Prakash Raj Puro-
hit, district magistrate and
collector of Jodhpur informed
that in the desert areas of
Western Rajasthan, the ground
water levelis very deep about
650 feet below. ‘Tankas’ with

a capacity of 1000 litres to 5
lakh litres have been preva-
lent in this region.

“We have been providing
Rs 3lakhs for setting up Tankas
in every households in each
villages. Out of which Rs1.20
lakhs are for developing the
Tanka. Each Tanka can store
aminimum water capacity of
30,000 litres to 50,000 litres
rain water annually and can
met their drinking water
demand. Earlier the ‘Tankas’

have been covered with mud,
but these days we have made
them puccawith ironnets, so
that the water of the catchment
areas are also very much pure
and safe to drink,” Mr. Prakash
Raj Purohitadded. One fam-
ily require 70 litre per day
drinking water.

Underthe MGNREGA, the
beneficiaries get one hun-
dred per cent subsidy for the
projects (60 per cent by cen-
tre, 40 per cent by state) and
also under various schemes
like IWMB PM Krishi Sinchai
Yojonaetc. In the past one year
4244 Tankas have been set up.
It is desilted before every
monsoon season.

Ineach SC/ ST, BPL House-
hold areas the Tanka Project
have been focussed. Not only
individual but also large com-
munitylandshave been devel-
oped for the development of
Tanka. The project not only
helpsretaining the rain water
during the peak monsoon

days, butalso provides employ-
ment under the 100 days job
scheme to the local poor
people.

A taanka, also known as a
tanka or kunds, is a tradi-
tional rainwater harvesting
technique, common to the
Thar desertregion of Rajasthan
in India.

A filled taanka prevents
everyday water fetching from
far-awaywater sources and
relieves the burden of many
women, who are traditional-
ly tasked with this role in this
region. It was firstdeveloped
in the 15th century in the
Jaisalmer District.

Central Arid Zone Research
Institute (CAZRI) in Jodhop-
ur have successfully developed
after four decades of study has
developed improved design
onTanka for capacity ranging
from 5000 litres per family to
6lakh litres for community use.
The most common con-
struction material for improved

tanka is stone masonry with
cement plaster and cement
concrete.

However Ferro-cement
and prefabricated PVC tanks
are also used in some mod-
ernbuildings in urban areas.
In improved design of tanka
provision has been made for

- silt trap at inlet to control

inflow of silt in flowing runoff.
Construction procedure has
been improved for cost effi-
ciency and longer life span.

Atanka of21m capacity is
sufficient to meet the drink-
ingwater requirement of a fam-
ily of 6 persons for the entire
year. The estimated water
requirement of livestock is
40 litres per day.

Incidentally, the union
agricultural minister Gajen-
dra Singh Sekhawat also hails
fromJodhpur, the placeis set
tobecome the national model
to combatwater crisis in arid
and semi arid zones in the
country in future.
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