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Kej riwal challenges Paswan,

#-19

asks him to test Delhi’s water

CM says 98.57% samples taken by govt. since January have passed the test

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
Of the 1.55 lakh water samples
tested by the Delhi govern-
ment since January this year,
98.57% passed the test, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
on Monday in response to a
study released by the Bureau
of Indian Standards (BIS),
~which stated that Delhi’s wa-
ter was the most unsafe
among 21 State capitals.

The CM said that only
1.43% of the samples were
found to be unsatisfactory
and it was well within the
World Health Orgamzatlon S
limit of 5%.

Earlier in the day, Union
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan
had accused the CM of doing
politics over the issue and
had challenged him to name
people for a team, compris-
ing city and central officials,
to test the water. Speaking in

Lok Sabha during Zero Hour,

the Minister said that water
supplied by the Delhi Jal
Board was not fit for drinking.
In response, the CM said:
“I challenge, you [Mr. Pas-
wan] to test the water, we will
also test it. I invite Mr. Paswan
to come along with us and
take 1,500-2,000 samples.”

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal ddesées the media réardi'ng
potability of water, on Monday. =pmi

He added that the Centre
had taken only 11 samples for
their study from Delhi and
ideally 2,000 samples should
have been taken.

“On September 26, 2019,
Union Jal Shakti Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat had
said that Delhi’s water quality
is better than European stan-
dards. From 20 locations in
Delhi, the Union Water Minis-
try collected samples to come
to this conclusion. All were
better than European stan-

dards. These» are his words,

not mine.” ek

On Sunday, Union Minister
Harsh Vardhan had said in a
tweet that in the “name of
free water, Kejriwal is making
people of Delhi drink poi-

son”. “It is very unfortunate
that the Minister is generating
fear among the people about
Delhi’s water, which is good,”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

The CM also hit out at the
Centre for allegedly not list-
ing a Bill for regularisation of
unauthorised colonies in the
winter session of Parliament.

“The Centre always used to
give irrelevant excuses for not
clearing our proposal. After
continuous pressure from our

“government and the people

of Delhi, the Centre an-
nounced the regularisation
process just before the As-
sembly elections. Not listing it
in the government’s agenda
for the upcoming winter ses-
sion exposes their true inten-

Cong. says CM should
resign as DJB chief

NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on Monday
protested outside a Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) pumping station
near Ramlila ground following a
study which stated that

| contaminated water was being

supplied by the DJB. Delhi
Pradesh Congress Committee
president Subhash Chopra said,
“The Aam Aadmi Party
government has failed to supply
clean drinking water and clean
air to the people of Delhi."
Demanding Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal's resignation as
DJB Chairman, Mr. Chopra said:
"A criminal case should also be
registered against him for...
distributing contaminated water
which is not fit for drinking."

tion,” said Mr. Kejriwal.

“But until you actually get
the registry, do not believe
anyone. We have already
been misled once using provi-
sional certificates. Now they
are trying website numbers,”
he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party said
it will launch a protest march
to Parliament if regularisation
of unauthorised colonies is
not done by the Centre.
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NGT fines 22 Kanpur tanneries 2280 cr o

HTC & Agencies

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal on Monday rapped the
Uttar Pradesh government for
failingto check sewage discharge
containing toxic chromium into
Gangaat Raniaand RakhiMandi
inKanpur,and imposed apenalty
. 0f 3280 crore on 22 tanneries for
causing pollution. A bench
headed by NGT chairpersonJus-
tice Adarsh Kumar Goelalsoheld
the UP government liable and
slapped a penalty of 10 crore.
The green panel said the prob-
lem hasnotbeen tackled for the

last43years, andithasresultedin
contamination of ground water,
thereby affecting the healthand
life of the inhabitants. The envi-
ronment compensation of Rs
280.01 crore was assessed by the
State Pollution Control Board.
“The fact remains that the
problem hasnot beentackled for
the last 43 years and it has
resulted in contamination of
ground water affectingthe health
and life of the inhabitants and
fauna. Compensation has been
assessed only in the year 2019,
without it being clear whether
thereisachanceofactualrecov-
ery . There is no explanation for
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theearlierinaction by the State of
UPandthe UPPollution Control
Board (UPPCB),” thebenchsaid.

The stategovernmentisliable
todeposittheassessed amountin
an ESCROW account for restora-
tion ofenvironmentand the pub-
lic health in the area under the
‘Public Trust Doctrine’,the NGT
said. The deposit may be made
withinamonth, the tribunalsaid.

It also held the UPPCB liable
and directed it to pay Rs 1 crore
for ignoring illegal discharge of
sewage and other effluent con-
tainingtoxicchromiumdirectly

intoGanga. “UPJalNigamisheld
hable to pay a sum ofRs 1 crore for
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releasing untreated large quan-
tity sewage containing toxic chro-
mium in Ganga. These amounts
may be deposited with the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)withinonemonth which
may be overseen by UP chiefsec-
retary,” the bench said:

Reacting to the NGT order,
AsadKamallIragi, generalsecre-
tary, Kanpur Leather Welfare
Association, said: “Suchanorder
islike the lastnailin the coffin of
industry, which has been bleed-
ing for the last two years. The
industry has been complying
with all the environment guide-
lines.”
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Waterst

_ and social tensions, terrorism, hampers economic development, redu
_opportunities. Access to safe water and sanitation are fundamental to sustain

ndia has only about 4 per
cent of the world’s renew-
able water resources but is
home to nearly 18 per cent
of the world’s population. It
receives an average annual pre-
cipitation of 4,000 billion cubic
meters (BCM) which is the prin-
cipal source of fresh water in the
country: India has about 20 river
basins. Due to increasing dem-
and for domestic, industrial and
agricultural uses, most river bas-
ins are water stressed. Increasing
demand from a growing popula-
tion, coupled with economic
activity, adds pressure on already
stressed water resources.
~Groundwater plays an
important part in India’s econo-
my catering to about 85 per cent
of rural demand, 50 per cent
urban requirements and more
than 60 per cent of our irrigation
needs. India experiences both
floods and drought periodically.
Nearly a third of the country’s
geographical area is drought-
prone whereas 12 per cent of the
area is prone to floods.

Water Pollution Control Act
mandated to maintain water
quality and restore the whole-
someness of national aquatic
resources by preventing pollu-
tion. CPCB report indicated that
organic pollution (biological oxy-
gen demand and coliform bac-
teria) continues to be predomi-
nant polluters in rivers, lakes,
ponds, tanks and groundwater
resources. Untreated waste water
from urban settlements and
industrial establishments are the
main reasons for pollution. In
the Ganga, discharge of untreat-
ed waste along the entire stretch
of the river, is the main cause of
pollution despite the centrally
funded Namami Gange project.

The agricultural sector con-
sumes the largest quantity (over
85 per cent) of India’s water. It
has been estimated that by 2050,
more than half of India or an

estimated 800 million people will

be living in urban India. Most
urban areas will have to import
water from further distances
unless measures are taken to
improve water use efficiency,
reduce leakages, adoption of
appropriate water tariff, rehabil-
itate and recharge local water-
bodies in many parts of rural and
urban areas.

Under the Constitution, the
subject “water” is in the state list.
However, the Centre has the
mandate to resolve conflicts over
use of inter-state rivers. The Cen-
tre also plans water allocation
and provides technical support
for large projects in generation
of power, irrigation and drinking

ress causes poverty, diseases,

water. In India, water governance
is fragmented which leads to
inconsistent water policy betw-
een the Union and states.

There is a growing global .
water crisis. Water crisis has the

potential to increase diseases,
weaken economic growth, foster
social insecurity and state fail-
ure. In order to develop a health-
ier, safer, and more prosperous
world, water security must be
ensured. People must have sus-
tainable supplies of sufficient

quantity and quality of water to.

meet human, economic and
ecosystem needs and manage
risks due to floods and droughts.

There are four interconnect-
ed strategic objectives. The first
objective is to provide access to
safe drinking water, sanitation
services and adoption of key
hygiene behaviours.

dated /2. //.. Dol %

ater of India-

foodand energy insecurity,

drought, reduce disease and save
lives, eradicate poverty, and pro-
mote sustainable economic
growth, increase food and energy
security. The government and
private sector must work in tan-

dem'with active participation of

the stakeholders to improve.
water security at the national
and states’ level.

Water stress is a key factor

- for malnutrition, water borne
 diseases, schistosomiasis, malar-

ia, Ebola and Zika. Access to
drinking water and sanitation for
women and girls is crucial to
preserve basic dignity and ena-
ble participation in economic
activities. Unless water issues are
effectively addressed, Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) can

- decline to 6 per cent as a result of

water pollution, increasing
demand, and dwin-

The second is sound
management and
protection of fresh
water resources. The
third is to promote
cooperation on sha-
red waters; and, the
fourth objective is to
strengthen water-
sector governance,
financing, and insti-
tutions. For achiev-
ing these objectives,
technical and tech-
nological solutions

5 KP e
SHASHIDHARAN
The writer is former

Director-General, CAG of
India. Views are personal

dling water supplies.
Water is critical to
avoid major eco-
nomic losses. Ensur-
ing sustainable wat-
er supplies is vital
for local livelihoods,
power production,
and economic and
agricultural activi-
__ties. Watershed pro-
tection and restora-
tion are essential for
improving water
quality, availability

“are required. There
must be targeted

investments in sustainable infra-

structure and services; promote
research in science, technology,
and dissemination. Active
involvement of the stakeholders,
collaboration and partnership
with national and international
organizations and institutions
are important.

Water stress causes poverty,

diseases, food and energy inse-
curity, migration and political
and social tensions, terrorism,
hampers economic develop-
ment, reduces trade and export
opportunities. Access to safe
water and sanitation are funda-
- mental to sustainable livelihood.
Democratic values; basic human
rights, equality, transparency,
accountability, women’s empow-
erment can thrive when there is
sustainable water security. Effec-
tive water governance needs civil
society engagement and resilie-
nce at all levels. Adoption of ap-

propriate technologies and best’

practices can build a water sec-
ure world. Sustainable supplies
of water in sufficient quantity
and quality are essential to meet
human, economic, and ecosys-
tem néeds. There must be a stra-
tegy to manage floods and

and groundwater
¢ recharge, and miti-
gating floods. Availability of

_water for agriculture is inevitable

for safeguarding food security.
Water allocation planning can
optimize the benefits of water
across competing uses. Authen-
tic hydro-meteorological data
enables effective water resources
planning. For efficient water
conservation, engaging stake-
holders is a must. Integrated:
water management increases
access to sufficient quantity and
quality of water supplies to meet
basic human needs, support
economic growth, food security,
and sustainable ecosystems.
There must be preparedness
for management of water relat-
ed disasters and hydrometeoro-

logical changes. Water is a strate-

gic asset and a national priority.
Water disputes can lead to social,
economic, and political instabil-
ity. Water can bring communities
together and strengthen regional
integration. Water and sanitation
issues assume priority in devel-
opment plans, policies, and
strategies. Effective policies,
processes, and institutions can
only help deliver sustainable
water and sanitation services.
Increased capacity, greater

migration and political
ces trade and export.

able livelihood

investor confidence, sector
finance, accelerated coverage of
water and sanitation services,
and the effective management of
watersheds and water resources

‘must be strengthened. Mobiliza-

tion of public and private
resources, institutions, organiza-
tions, and partnerships can build
capacity and support sound
management of water resources.
The United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) provides technical
assistance to address the entire
range of challenges to water
resources management. Appro-
priate policies, institutional sup-
port, technical guidance, tech-
nological solutions, community
participation, public-private
partnerships, investment in
infrastructure and services can
meet the challenges. Improving
agricultural water systems can
increase water storage, delivery,
navigation, flood protection,
food security and energy pro-
duction. Science, technology and
innovation can refurbish water
use efficiency. Authentic. data
exchange and access to data for
decision-making can facilitate
monitoring and forecasting.
Development programmes must
focus on meeting the needs of
the poor and vulnerable. The
perspectives of gender and mar-
ginalized population need to be
factored in decision-making.
Support of local communities,
partnering with local organiza-
tions and maximum use of
indigenous knowledge and expe-
rience can strengthen local insti-
tutions, agencies, and networks.
Expertise, knowledge, and
resources can be leveraged by
partnerships. Water mission
should aim at-reducing the risk
of drought and floods through
more: effective water resources,
management and disaster moni-
toring and warning systems.
Building healthy ecosystems is a
must. Water supply and sanita-
tion syStems are critical compo-
nents of timely responses to nat-
ural disasters. Effective measures
for prevention of avoidable
floods and landslides need to be
in place. Community infrastruc-
ture projects and irrigation sys-
tems must be set up. Open and
inclusive policy interventions are
necessary to incorporate local
ingenuity. Leveraging science,

technology, innovation, and

partnership can empower peo-
ple. Adoption of science and
technology based innovative

- solutions and partnership can

effectively address cross-cutting
development issues.
(Concluded)
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