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As India, Pak
differ on Indus

Washington: The World
Bank has appointed a “neu-
tral expert” and a chairman
of the Court of Arbitrationre-
garding the Kishenganga and
Ratle hydroelectric power
plants, in view of disagree-
ments and differences be-
tweenIndia and Pakistan over
the 1960 Indus Water Treaty:.

The World Bank said on
Monday that it is confident
that the highly qualified ex-
perts appointed as neutral ex-
pert and as members of the
Court of Arbitration will en-
gage infair and careful consid-
eration of their jurisdictional
mandate, as theyv are empo-
wered to doby the Treaty.

Michel Lino has been appoi-
nted as the neutral expert and
Sean Murphy has been ap-
pointed as chairman of the
Courtof Arbitration. They will
carry out their duties in their
individual capacity as subject
matter experts, the World Bank
said in a statement.

There was no immediate
reaction from India to the ap-
pointments.

India and Pakistan signed
the treaty in 1960 after nine
vears of negotiations, with
World Bank being a signatory.
The treaty sets out a mecha-
nism for cooperation and in-
formation exchange between
the two countries regarding
their use of therivers. Howev-
er, India and Pakistan dis-
agree over whether the tech-
nical design features of Kish-
enganga and Ratle hydroelec-
tric power plants contravene
the Treaty.

Pakistan asked the World
Bank tofacilitate the establish-
ment of a Courtof Arbitration,
while India asked for the ap-
pointment of aneutral expert,
the statement said. acencies
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Meghalaya panel
prepares plan to
restore waterbodies

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An expert committee will
soon submit an action plan
for the restoration of pol-
luted waterbodies in
Meghalaya.

The Meghalaya govern-
ment had set up the 10-
member expert panel on
the protection and restora-
tion of the State’s waterbo-
dies on June 23, following
an order of the High Court
of Meghalaya.

The committee is head-
ed by the State’s Principal
Chief Conservator of For-
est, B.K. Lyngwa. “We are
in the process of formulat-
ing the action plan for sub-
mitting to the government
soon,” he said after a meet-
ing of the committee a few
days ago.

Members of the panel

Districts asked to
rectify the number
of waterbodies in
lists submitted to
the panel earlier

said the authorities of each
district had prepared a list
of waterbodies before the
committee was formed.
However, the total of
10,201 waterbodies identi-
fied across the State was
found to be erroneous. The
“distorted figures” were at-
tributed to fish ponds be-
ing counted.

The expert committee
had asked the districts to
submit a new list barring
53 wetlands under the
State Wetland Authority
and seven rivers under the
River Rejuvenation Com-
mittee (RROC).
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WB ‘neutral expert’
to resolve India-Pak
water-sharing row

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 18
The World Bank has appointed
a “neutral expert’ (NE) and a
Chairman of the Court of Arbi-
tration regarding the Kishen-
ganga and Rattle power plants
due to differences between
India and Pakistan over the
1960 Indus Water Treaty:.
Pakistan had asked the
World Bank to facilitate the
establishment of a Court of
Arbitration to consider its
concerns about the designs of
the two projects. Michel Lino
has been appointed as the NE
and Sean Murphy has been
appointed as Chairman of the
Court of Arbitration. — TNS
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KCR DISGUSSES
CENTRAL GRANTS
ISSUE WITH CS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 18

Chief Minister
K.Chandrashekar Rao, who is
camping in New Delhi since
Tuesday last, held a series of
review meetings with Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar and
senior officials of irrigation,
finance, and municipal admin-
istration departments.

The CS along with special
chief secretary MAUD Arvind
Kumar, irrigation special chief
secretary Rajat Kumar and
other senior officials left for
the mnational capital on
Monday.

Official sources said the CM
reviewed mobilisation of
financial resources in the
wake of Centre imposing
restrictions on the state gov-
ernment’s loans obtained
through market borrowings
and off-budget borrowings.

The CM also reviewed pend-
ing arrears and grants from
the Centre and the measures to
be taken to secure these
arrears and grants amounting
to nearly ¥32,000 crore.

The CM reportedly reviewed
the issue of the Central Water
Commission (CWC) raising
queries on revised DPR of the
Kaleshwaram lift irrigation
project. Officials informed the
CM that the CWC has raised 11
questions and discussed the
replies to be submitted by the
state government.

THE CM also reviewed
pending arrears and grants
from Centre and measures to
be taken to secure these
arrears and grants amount-
ing to nearly 332,000 crore.
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HWRA reviews action
plan to reduce water gap

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Water Resources Author-
ity (HWRA), Chairperson,
Keshni Anand Arora held a
meeting with Superintend-
ing Engineers, Irrigation and
Water Resources Department
(I&WRD) to review the prog-
ress of the Districts Water
Resources Plan 2022-25 being
prepared by all the 22 Districts
as per the HWRA Act.

During the meeting she also
reviews a three-year action plan
in order to reduce the water gap
by 45 percent in three years that
is 10 percent in the first year,
15 percent in second year, and
20 percent in the third year in
water depleted as well as water-
logged areas.

Keshni Anand Aroralauded
the efforts made by the Dis-
trict Administration of Yamu-
nanagar and Ambala which are
leading in their efforts. Besides
this, she also directed the other
districts to put in more effort
and resubmit a comprehen-
sive plan.

During the meeting, the
districts were directed to for-
mulate an integrated and
holistic three-year village-level
water action plan and should
incorporate sustainable use
of surface water and ground-
water and enhanced use of
Treated Waste Water for non-
potable purposes to reduce
dependency on freshwater
resources. MPOST
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