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Monsoon makes slowest®
progress so far in 12 years

Deficit At 44%, WHEN T EXPECT RAINS

Central India
Hardest Hit \0\

Amit.Bhattacharya \
@timesgroup.com " “

New Delhi: Stalled by cyclo-
ne Vayu after a much-delay-
ed onset, this year’s monso-
onhassofarbeen theslowest
progressing monsoon in at
least 12 years, Met depart-
mentrecords show.

It has currently reached °

just about 10-15% of the co-
untry, whereas two-thirds of
India is normally under the
spell of monsoon by this ti-
meof the year.

The snail-paced progress
has resulted in a countrywi-
de rainfall deficit of 44% for
the season (from June 1).
Monsoon now covers Kerala,
some parts of south Karna-
taka, two-thirds of Tamil Na-
du and most of northeast In-
dia. It is now set to advance,

Bengal & Sikkim, and Odisha

parts of central India

(parts of east UP)

In 3-4 days | Monsoon may cover
entire TN and northeast. Move into
south Karnataka, some parts of south
Konkan & Goa, Andhra, sub-Himalayan §

By June 25 | Cover whole of south
India and Maharashtra, enter many

June-end | Entire central India
July 1st week | Enter north lndla

> Projections as per current model
forecasts. Actual progress may differ

but India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) officials sa-

id the system might take up
- toweek to gain strength. ‘
“We expect monsoon to -

reach the Konkan coast in
another two-three days and
cover most of Maharashtra
by June 25. Nearly all of cen-
tral India is likely to come
under the monsoon system
by June end, which means it
is behind schedule by nearly

15 days,” said D Sivananda

Pai, IMD’s lead monsoon fo-
recaster.

Monsoon’s progress has
assumed added urgency this
year because of acute water
shortages in Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and some other
partsof centraland southIn-
dia. Water levels in major re-
servoirs in both the regions
are critically low at around
10% of capacity.

pContinuedon P 14
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Central India worst hit by this year’s monsoon delay
MONSOON RUNNING LATE BY 15 DAYS

Monsoon normally covers nearly 2/3rd of India by June 15. It's delayed by 15 days this year.

Drought-hit central India has the highest monsoon deficit of 57% so far ,Toj‘:,\q
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year’s monsoon had made the s as yet. If one forms say some-
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darnath deluge, when monso- India would also depend on a -
on had covered the entire co- only around the western disturbance coming
untry by June 16, a month ahe- first week of July in at the right time,” Pai said.

ad of thenormal date.

Central India is the har-
dest hit by monsoon’s delay.
The region has a rain deficit
of over 57% in June, which is
adding to the drought caused
by deficit rainfall in the pre-
ceding months. The monsoon
shortfall in south India so far
is 38% while it is 43% in the
northeast and 27% in north-
west India. “Monsoon arri-
ved over Kerala a week later
than the normal date. There-
after, formation of the north-
ward-movingcyclone Vayuin
Arabian Sea drew away mois-
ture from the system. While
Vayu is bringing much-nee-
ded rain in Gujarat and the

west coast, it stalled monso-
on’sprogress,” Paisaid.

Monsoon normally enters

north India — beginning
with parts of east Uttar P —
around min-June. The nor-
mal date of monsoon’s arri-
val in Delhi is June 29. This
year, however, the system is
likely to enter the region only
around the first week of July.

One of the conditions that
speeds up the movement of
the monsoon is formation of
low pressure systems over
theBay of Bengal, which then
moves into the mainland,
bringing the rain. As of now,
there is no low pressure sy-
stem in sight.

An IMD update said mon-
soon could advance into Kar-
nataka, some parts of south
Konkan and Goa, Andhra
Pradesh, remaining parts of
Tamil Nadu and northeast In-
dia, sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim and some
parts of Odisha in the next
three tofour days.

IMD’s forecast of a nor-
malmonsoonthis year, which
pegged the season’s rainfall
at96% of the long period, had
taken into account less than
normal rains in June due to
presence of an El Nino, As
things stand, the actual rain-
fall in the month cowld be
evenlesser



News item/letter/article/editorial published on 19.06.2019 in The Business Standard, New
Delhi and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Part 1of 2

‘Nalsejal’target: Ministry to work on ways to meet infrastructure cost

RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 18 June

Tasked with delivering Prime Minister
NarendraModi's poll promise of “Nal

seJal",the water ministryissettowork

withvarious ministries tomakethe
schemeeconomicallyand
environmentally viable while
providing piped drinking watertoall
households by 2024,

TheJal Shakti ministry, which was
officially constituted on Monday, is
likely to collaborate with the housing
and urban poverty alleviation and the
rural development ministriesto
achieve acountrywide coverageforthe
scheme, aseniorgovernment official
said. Thegovernment, while
considering pricingthe drinking water
supply, will also discuss ways to meet
the cost of creating infrastructure for
tapwaterin ruraland urban areas.

Accordingtogovernmentdata,
only18 per centofthe country
receives piped drinking water with
more than 400 million households
still cut off. In states such as Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh,

and Odisha the coverage of tap water
islessthan 5 per cent.

Onthelinesof Swachch Bharat
Abhiyan, where aseparate allowance
0f 12,000 was made foreach
householdto constructatoilet under
PM Awaas Yojana-gramin, the
governmentislikely to push for piped
water connectionsthroughthesame
schemein rural areas, anothersenior
government official said.

“Weare very good at creatingone-
time infrastructurebut thereisnoone
to maintain it. Infrastructure has not
beenspeltout yet but robust structures
have tobe created toavoid water
leakages and broken pipelines,” said
BharatShah, senior fellow,
International Water Management
Institute.

Thegovernmentisalso considering
toputacaponthe numberofhoursa
day when the drinking tap water will be
madeavailable, “Thereisaconcern of
wastage if24x7 waterisavailabletoall
householdsin the country. We need to
push forabehavioral changeas wellto
save fast depleting water resources,”
theseniorgovernmentofficial added.

According toaNITI Aayogstudy,
thecountry’s water demandis
projected to betwice the available
supply by 2030, implyingsevere water
scarcity for hundreds of millions of
peopleandan eventual 6 percentloss
inthe country’sgross domestic
product(GDP).

The Jal Shakti ministry plansto
utilise ground and surface water,
dependingon the regionto provide
drinking water. However, in states
such as Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan where both these resources
arescarce, transportation of water will
beanadded challenge.

ANITI Aayogreport predicted that
2l citiesinIndiawill see the total
depletion of their groundwater by as
earlyas2020.

The per capitawateravailability in
the country has come down from 5,000
cubicmetersin 1950st01,400 cubic
metersat present, accordingtothe
water resources department,

Accordingtothe National
Commission for Integrated Water
Resource Development, the water
requirement by 2050 in high-use
scenarioislikelytobe amilder1,180
billion cubic meter (BCM), whereasthe
present-day availability is 695 BCM.
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Whiletakingaleaf, fromBihar's A TASK CUT OUT
initiative to provide drinking water v o :
t020 million households forabasic 5 High-, medium~, and
user fees, the Modi government has low-performing states on
water resource management

soughtinputs fromall states to draw
upafinal action plan forits
ambitiousscheme,

Inits 2019 manifesto, the BJP
| had also promised that it
. wouldlaunch the “Jal Jivan
Mission”, under which its
government would ensure
piped water forevery
household by 2024, The
manifesto had added that
thegovernment would
ensure “sustainability of
watersupply through aspecial
focuson conservation of rural water
bodies and ground water recharge”.

The Jal Shakti ministry has been
created by reorganising the Ministry
of Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, which Nitin Gadkari
headed inthe previoustermofthe

government. The Ministry of Drinking
Waterand Sanitation isalso partofthe

new ministry.

I High (Score: >65)
 Medium (Score: 50-65)
B Low (Score: <50)
Mo data available
Classification according

to Composite Water Index
Scores (FY 16-17)
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Jal shakti min
to look after
rejuvenation of

all rivers now

New Delhi: Consolidating ad-
ministration over water related
issues further under one minis-
try, the Centre has taken out the
National River Conservation
Directorate from environment
ministry and made it an inte-
gral partof the ‘Jal Shakti’ min-
istry, which will now be respon-
sible for rejuvenation of all riv-
ersacross the country.

The directorate is currently
implementing river conserva-
tion plan in 15 states, covering
polluted stretches of 33riversin
76 towns/cities at a sanctioned
cost of over Rs 4,801 crore. Itsre-
sponsibility is to implement
centrally sponsored national
river conservation plan (NRCP)
for all rivers across the country
except the national river Ganga
and its tributaries.

Matters relating to the riv-
er Ganga and its tributaries
were taken out from the envi-
ronment ministry in 2014
when the government under
the PM Narendra Modi’s first
term had made it part of the
then ministry of water re-
sources for giving focussed at-
tention on its rejuvenation.
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‘Tap Water For All

Provide comprehensive piped water coverage
to lift Indians’ standard of living

ddressing chief ministers at a recent meeting of the governing
Acouncil of Niti Aayog, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said

government’s aim was to ensure piped water to every rural house-
hold by 2024. This is a commendable goal and a logical followup to the
Swachh Bharat programme. Ensuring piped water to every household
is at the heart of the overarching aim of governments to improve the
quality of life for every Indian. Toactualise this goal, Modi took an impor-
tant step by integrating the government’s water management efforts.

The newly created Jal Shakti Mantralaya—-to be helmed by Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat - consolidates water policy and management, which
had till recently been spread across seven ministries. According to one
estimate, only around one in five rural households has a piped water
connection. Within this, there is noticeable regional disparity. In this
context, it is important the Centre adopts
a coordinated approach to the problem.
From a political standpoint, it helps
that both Centreand statessuchas UPand
Bihar, which lag the national average
in piped water connections, have govern-
mentsrun by BJP and its allies.

The scale of the challenge for the
government thistime iseven more complex
than Swachh Bharat. Linking every
household through taps to a collective
source of water requires the state to be
involved at every step. By way of compari-
son, building toilets could be hastened
through financial subsidies provided to relevant households. Now,
Centre and states have to work in conjunction. We need to witness greater
government participation at all levels of project implementation. Even
asthefocusisonrural households, governments cannotlose sight of the
fact that many urban slums are largely dependent on hand pump, each one
shared by many households. The aim must be comprehensive coverage.

Piped water needs to be located in the larger policy context of easing
India’s water stress. At a per capita level, water availability has been
declining. Piped water projects therefore represent an approach which
can harness technology to augment water conservation. To illustrate,
Israel recycles around 94% of water it uses. Recycling can increase
water availability even in times of rainfall deficiency. This can end the
perennial water crises Chennai suffers, for instance. At another level,
piped water to every household will significantly ease the burden women
inrural India bear. Piped water can be a truly transformative project.
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Madras HC pulls up Tamil Nadu govt

for poor handling of water crisis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,JUNE 18

THE MADRAS High Court on
Tuesday pulled up the Tamil
Nadu government for not tak-
ing adequate steps to handle
the water crisis in Chennai de-
spite two failed monsoon sea-
sons.

Justices S Manikumar and
Subramonium Prasad, who
earlier sought a reply from the
government on a number of
steps they had taken up to han-
dle the water crisis, orally ob-
served that the government did

not take adequate steps even if
the water crisis in the wake of
failed monsoons was expected.

The court was hearing cases
filed against the commercial
exploitation of groundwater
from the outskirts of the city,
including a PIL from a resident
of Vellore district, who alleged
that sewage was being allowed
to flow through into a water
channel.

While the government ex-
plained steps they had taken up
to handle the water crisis and
the progress in new desalina-
tion projects, besides steps
taken with regard to encroach-

ments, the court suo moto im-
pleaded the secretary of Public
Works Department (PWD) in
the case and directed to submit
a state-wide comprehensive
report on the number of reser-
voirs in the state, steps taken for
desilting, amount sanctioned,
and status of those works.

The court observed that
some of the water bodies have
been destroyed or reduced in
size due to encroachment.
“Encroachment is also said to
be one of the causes of the re-
duction of storage capacity of
lakes and water bodies. The
PWD secretary who is vested

with the custody of preserving
the lakes is also directed to sub-
mit a detailed report of the
steps taken for the removal of
encroachment. The secretary is
directed toissue a circular toall
district collectors to submit de-
tails about the action taken for
removal of encroachments in
water bodies,” the court said.

The court also sought a re-
port on the desalination proj-
ects taken up by the govern-
ment and information about
plans for additional desalina-
tion plant.

The case has been posted for
further hearing on June 26.
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