BHOPAL

A farmers’ Union leader in
Madhya Pradesh’s Malwa
region has threatened to
move court against what he
claimed as the IMD’s
‘wrong’ predictions leading
to crop losses for cultivators
in recent times.

However, a senior scien-
tist of the India Meterologi-
cal Department said farmers
might have been ‘misled’, as
a private weather service
predicted early monsoon
this year, in contrast to fore-
cast of the IMD, He also said
that cultivators should
check whether the informa-
tion was coming to them
from genuine sources.

“In most of the cases, the
weather predictions re-
leased by the IMD have
failed. This has led to huge
losses for farmers,” Bhar-
atiya Kisan Sangh’s Malwa
prant (region) spokesman
Bharat Singh Bais claimed
on Wednesday. He said they
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Ryots blame IMD’s ‘wrong’ forecast for

Children play cricket on a road during heavy rain, in Mumbai on Wednesday. — Photo:PTI

wete planning to move court
against the IMD’s ‘wrong
predictions’ and a final deci-
sion in this regard will be
taken soon. Bais, an Ujjain-
based farmers’ leader, said at
times, farmers prepare

themselves for sowing as per
the IMD’s weather forecast.

“But the failed forecast led
to huge losses and sown
crops got damaged, as it hap-
pened during the recent
rains. About 300-400hectare

of land was lying unused
(without sowing) in Ujjain
district alone due to the
IMD’s wrong rain predic-
tions,” he said. In such a situ-
ation, farmers cannot trust
the IMDY's forecast, he said. s

crop loss

Monsoon to
revive in north
India from Aug 19

NEW DELHI: After a gap of
nearly two weeks, the
Southwest Monsoon is set
to revive in north India
from August 19, the IMD
said on Wednesday. The
IMD said scattered to fairly
widespread rainfall activity
with isolated heavy falls
are very likely over east
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand from August 19 to 21.
Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi
and west UP are likely to
witness rainfall activity
from August 20-21 August.
Isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are also very
likely over Uttarakhand on
August 19 and 20. Faidy
widespread rainfall activity
with isolated heavy falls
are also very likely over
Bihar from Aug 20-22. e
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16 Reasons Why Efforts To Clean Up
Yamuna Are Going Down The Drain

Over Half Of 30 Drains That Discharge Water Into River Don't Meet Norms

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A report by Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) on the assessmant of
water quality of drains says
16outof the80drainsthat dis-
charge into the Yamuna are
not meeting the prescribed
parameters of biochemical
oxygen d (BOD). Some
drainsarealsoflouting presc-
ribed standards of chemical
oxygendemand(COD)and to-
talsuspended solids (TSS).
Apart from analysing the
Yamunawaterqualityateight
sites, DPCC took samples
from the drains to identify the
polluting ones. The latest wa-
ter quality status report,
which is based on the samples
collected in June, stated the
Sweeper Colony drain was the
most polluted. It contributed
120mg/1 BOD, 544mg/ICOD
and 310mg/ITSS. The preseri-
bed standards for drains are
30mg/1 for BOD, 250mg/1 for
COD and 100mg/1 for TSS.
Twomoredrains, whichdid
not meet the prescribed stan-
dards of COD, were Molarband
(384mg/1) and Metcall House
(256 mg/1) drains. Nine drains

quality standards for
™. biochemical oxygen
4, demand (80D) ===

-

BOD Is the amount qrd-d?. oxygen needed by
material present ina given water sample at a certain
temperature over a specific time period

Higher BOD Indicates more oxygen Is required, which
Is less for oxygen-demanding species to feed on, and
signifies lower water quality. Low BOD means less
oxygen |s being removed from water, so water is
generally purer

Souree: DPCC analysis report, June 2021

~ Maharani Bagh drain

Shahdara drain

failed tomeet TSS parameters.
A DPCC official said, “As

each drain gets trapped, the

improvement in water quali-

ty is accessed through these
parameters. Many minor
drains get merged with ma-
jor drains and hence, the as-

sessment of water quality
helps in identification of mi-
nor drains that discharge a
heavy load of pollutants en-

dingupin theriver.”

The analysis will also help
inidentifyingfrom wheresewa-
geisenteringinto the system or
industrial areas that
untreated effluents into the ri-
vet, he added. The monthly re-
port is shared with various aut-
horities to help them improve
the waterquality.

According to officials,
therearei8majordrains that
fall into the Yamuna in the
stretch between Wazirabad
and Okhla in Delhi. “Of the-
se, trap has been completed
in 13 drains and two major
drains — Najafgarh and
Shahdara — are included in
Interceptor Sewer Project
where substantial flow of
sub-drains under their com-
mand areas will be trapped
and treated. Further, in situ
treatment in thesedrains are
also being proposed,” said a
report submitted by the envi-
ronment department to the
Unionjalshaktiministry

The report stated that for
the remaining three drains, an
action plan has been prepared,
whichrequires constructionof
sewage freatment plants
(STPs)at themouth of two dra-
ins, Mori Gate and Barapullah.
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Monsoon set to revive in north
India from today, says IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: After a gap of Monsoo" watch N ot 4

nearly two weeks, the South-

west Monsoon is set to revive Distribution of rainfall All India Weighted Raintall (mm)
in north India from August during June 1 to Aug 18, 2021 Actual | Normal | Departure
19, the India Meteorological 559.3 | 612.1 | -8.63%
Department (IMD) said on J&K and Ladakh (-25%) {Figures in brackets indicate departure from normal rainfalf)
Wednesday.
~ The IMD said scattered to Himachal Sub-Himalayan  arynachal
fairly widespread rainfall activ- Punjab (-21%) Pradesh (-20%) WGS;_&:?‘W & Ppradesh
piagis A Punjab (-21% =2 ikkim 4
e | e G
Chandigarh & Delhi (14%
Pradesh and Uttarakhand from Chandigarh & Do (14%)
August 19 to 21,
Himachal Pradesh, Hary- i::ra';::: AAISS:I':IE&J
ana, Chandigarh, Delhi and (-51%) ‘?m’y

west UP are likely to witness
rainfall activity from August
20-21 August. Gujarat Region (-47%)

Isolated heavy to very heavy 2
falls are also very likely over Msciye Msharaaiira (97%)
Uttarakhand on August 19 and Konkan & Goa (16%)

20.

Fairly widespread rainfall
activity with isolated heavy falls | o o000 ol (-18%)
are also very likely over Bihar | —
from August 20-22. South Interior Karnataka (7%)

Nagaland, Manipur
Mizoram & Tripura
West Bengal (-32%)
(22%)

Marathwada
a

i

Bay of Bengal
Coastal Andhra v v

Pradesh and Yanam (7%)
Rayalaseema (49%)

North Interior Karnataka (31%) \

The IMD said the cur- oy ’ s MNIs
rent rainfall spell over Guja- Laksindwiop . ;:ml(m?&l’usucharry N e
rat, Maharashtra, Odisha, e (-38%) (31%) .
Jharkhand, Gangetic West Ben- AE—— Kerala and Mahe b
gal, Madhya Pradesh, northeast (-28%)
India and sub-Himalayan West No. of subdivision
Bengal, Sikkim will continue Large Excess E] Excess Normal Deticient
till August 19. (60% or more) (20% to 59%) (-19% to 19%) (-59% to -20%)
It said fairly widespread
to widespread rainfall activ- Gangetic West Bengal on Chhattisgarh on August 18. very likely to continue over
ity with isolated heavy fallsare  August 18 and 19; over Mad- The IMD said widespread northeast India and sub-Hima-

very likely over Gujarat, Maha-  hya Pradesh from August 18 rainfall activity with isolated layan West Bengal, Sikkim dur-
rashtra, Odisha, Jharkhand, to 20; and over Telangana and heavy to very heavy falls are  ing the next two days.
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Make every effort to revive
Ganga...country’s future: HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, AUGUST 18

THE ALLAHABAD High Court has
said that the future of India to a
“large extent” will depend on the
well-being of the river Ganga,and
thatitis “imperative thatevery ef-
fort should be made to revive the
river and make it pollution-free”.
Justices Ritu Raj Awasthi and
Dinesh Kumar Singh of the
court’s Lucknow Bench pointed
out that after being elected as
Prime Minister in May 2014,
Narendra Modi said that it was
his “destiny to serve Maa Ganga”.
The court said that despite
being the “lifeline of the nation,
having been worshipped, pro-
viding sustenance to a large pop-
ulation, over the time the river
has become highly polluted”.
The court made the remarks

while dismissing a petition filed
by M/S Geo Miller & Co. Pvt. Ltd,,
which had moved court after its
bid for a project under the
National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG) in Uttar Pradesh was
turned down for not having met
the technical qualification criteria.
The petition had alleged bias in
award of contract. The court said
that “the course of action adopted
by the NMCG is well within its
power and does not call for any in-
terference by this Court”,

“Looking at the large public
interest involved, even if it is as-
sumed that there has been some
technical and procedural aber-
ration in awarding the contract
in favour of respondent No.4 but
since, same has been without
any malafide or arbitrariness,
public interest would demand
that such aberration is to be ig-
nored,” said the judges.
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JAL JEEVAN MISSION

Bihar minister disputes Centre data,
flags higher number in state scheme

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18

BIHARWATER Resources Minister
Sanjay Kumar Jha on Wednesday
disputed figures reported by the
Centre on the Jal Jeevan Mission
(IM)dashboard, sayingonly 8.44
lakh tap water connections have
been provided in Bihar under the
central scheme for rural house-
holds,and not 1.46 crore as shown.

The rest of the tap water con-
nections, Jha said, were provided
under twoother schemes, includ-
ing Har Ghar Nal Ka Jal scheme
which s run by the Nitish Kumar
governmentonitsownandwhich
accounts for the largest chunk of
the total number.

This is the first time a state —
one ruled by the JD(U) in alliance
with the BJP — has disputed the
figures on the JJM dashboard.

Reacting to The Indian Express
report based ondashboard figures
that say Bihar provided 146 crore

Bihar Water
Resources
Minister
Sanjay
KumarJha

tap water connections to rural
households under the [[Msince it
beganin 2019, Jhain a tweet gave
the breakup of the connections
under different schemes.

“Thanks to vision of Hon CM
Shri @NitishKumar, 87% of Bihar
rural households have access to
clean tap water. The scheme-wise
breakup of tap connections pro-
vided in Bihar is as follows: 1. Har
Ghar Nal Ka Jal: 152.16 lakh; 2. Jal
Jeevan Mission: 8.44 lakh; and 3.
NRDWP: 2.32 lakh,” tweeted |ha,
who is also the national general
secretary of the JD(U).

The Bihar minister’s objection
is significant as Bihar has the sin-
gle largest contribution in the cen-
tral data. If Bihar's numbers are

discounted, the national figure
will drop to 3.36 crore from 4.74
crore asreported on the JJM dash-
board on Wednesday.

In his Independence Day
speech, Prime Minister Narendra
Modihad said: “lam happy thatin
justtwoyearsofJal Jeevan Mission,
more than 4.5 crore families have
started getting tap water.”

An email sent by The Indian
Express to the spokesperson for
Union Jal Shakti Ministry, seeking
aresponse on the data, remained
unanswered till press time.

Jhasaid the Bihar government
has provided tap water connec-
tions to rural households with its
ownmoney.“Our Har Ghar NalKa
Jal scheme was conceived in2015
andimplemented from 2016. The
state government has been run-
ning this scheme from its own
money. This has been possible
only due to personal monitoring
by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,”
he told The Indian Express.

He said the Bihar government

has used theJal Jeevan Missionin
less than 5 per cent of rural wards
in the state to provide the tap wa-
ter connections to rural house-
holds. “Under @jaljeevan_ Bihar
has done workin4,891 wards out
of a total of 1,14,651 rural wards.
1,346 wards taken up under the
erstwhile NRDWP. Remaining
1,08,414 wards covered under
state government’s Har Ghar Nal
kaJal scheme,” he tweeted.
Tagging The Indian Express re-
port, he tweeted, “This is a re-
markable story! Giant vision of
CM Shri @NitishKumar of Har
Ghar Nal KaJal... has ensured 87%
of rural households in Bihar with
tap water connections — among
top 4 best states in India.”
Asource in Jal Shakti Ministry
said the Centre has released about
Rs 771 crore to Biharunder theJM
in the past two years, and that
Bihar’s performance isbetter than
other states because it started
working on its own scheme well
before the launch of the [JVL.
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HP getsdeficient

rainfallinAu

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 18 AUGLIST

Himachal Pradesh has
recorded 17 per cent less
rainfall in monsoonseason
from 1 to 15 August, a state
meteorological official said
onWednesday. The official
said Himachal Pradesh had
recorded cumulative rain-
fall of 431.8 mm from 1 to
15 August as compared to
normal rainfall 0f523. 1 mm.

All districts had record-
ed deficient rainfall except
Kullu district which had
recorded 446 mm rainfall as
compared to normal rain-
fall of 347 mm.

Lahaul Spitidistrict had
recorded highest deficient
rainfall of 64 per cent, fol-
lowed by Chamba 44 per
cent, 19 per cent in Una, Kin-

gust

.....

naur, 18 per cent in Sir-
maur and Bilaspur, Shimla
12 per cent, Bilaspur 11 per
cent, Mandi 7 per cent and
Kangra 6 per cent. Mean-
while, the state hadrecord -
ed surplus rainfall of 289.1
mm intheperiod from 1 to
31 July ascompared to nor-

mal rainfall of 273 mm in the
month.

The official further stat-
ed that monsoon rains will
reactivate from 19 August
and a yellow alert for heavy
rains had been issued forall
districts, barring Kinnaur and
Lahaul Spiti till 21 August.
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Monsoon to return,
IMD issues orange
alert for Delhi-NCR

New Delhi, Aug. 18: The
southwest monsoon is set
to revive in the northern

India from August 19, the
IMD said on Wednesday.
The weather department
has predicted moderate
rainfall in the upcoming
2-3 days,

There will be fairly
widespread rainfall in
Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Jharkhand and
Gangetic West Bengal on

Wednesday and
Thursday. East Uttar
Pradesh and

Uttarakhand are expect-
ed to witness isolated
heavy rainfall starting
Thursday which will con-
tinue till Saturday.

IMD has issued an
orange alert for moderate
rain in the capital on
Saturday, with the revival
of the monsoon in north-
west India. The precipita-
tion is expected to bring
the maximum tempera-
ture down to 32 degrees
Celsius in three to four
days. On Wednesday, the
capital recorded a maxi-
mum temperature of 38
degrees Celsius, four
notches above normal.
The minimum tempera-
ture settled at 274
degrees Celsius.

Delhi has recorded just
63.2 mm rainfall against
the normal of 157.1 mm

so far this month as the
capital and its adjoining
areas in northwest India
had entered a break mon-
soon phase, the second
this season, on August 10,
The IMD has now fore-
cast moderate to isolated
heavy rain in Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab and
Delhi between August 19
and August 23 with the
revival of the monsoon.

Weather experts said
good rainfall in the last 10
days of the month is
expected to cover the pre-
cipitation deficit in the
capital.

Normally, the capital
gauges 247.7 mm rainfall
in August. During the
monsoon season, there
are spells when the mon-
soon trough shifts closer
to the foothills of the
Himalayas, leading to a
sharp decline in rainfall
over most parts of the
country. However, rain-
fall increases along the
foothills of the
Himalayas, Northeast
India and parts of the
southern peninsula.

In July, the monsoon
had entered the first
break phase even before
reaching most parts of
northwest India, includ-
ing Delhi. PTI
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