File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 19- December-2022

Pelicans flock to Cooum river as

inflow of water rises after rain

Geetha Srimathi
CHENNAI

In a rare occurrence, peli-
cans have gathered at
Cooum river, which is
usually choked with sew-
age, near the Napier Bridge
in the city.

The sight of the birds,
that are being spotted for a
few weeks now, has sur-
prised onlookers and bird
enthusiasts. Environmen-
talists, however, say this is
atemporary phenomenon.

Murugavel T., a conser-
vationist, said birds gener-
ally gather near a river or a
lake for roosting during mi-
gration. Birds such as Cat-
tle Egret, Little Egret and
Red-wattled Lapwing are
usually found near the
banks of the Cooum, he
said.

Fish factor

One possible reason for the
gathering of pelicans could
be the inflow from the rain-
fall in November. This, he
explained, could have
brought fishes to the
Cooum, and the pelicans

Winged visitors: The sighting of -he pelicans in Cooum river has surprised onlookers and bird
enthusiasts, as it is a rare phenomenon. K. SRINIVASAN

The waterway has
attracted several

birds near the
Napier Bridge

might have come there for
the catch. Referring to a
sighting of a Greylag
Goose, a species normally
present in the Himalayan
range, at the Adyar Estuary
nearly two months ago,
Mr. Murugavel suggested
that the pelicans in the

Cooum might also be a
temporary phenomenon.
“Unless the river is res-
tored, it will not support
any bird life,” he said.

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department
(WRD) said water released
from Kesavaram anicut
had reached the city
stretch of the river.

The fresh water flow
had recharged groundwa-
ter tables in the upper
reaches and flushed out
sewage in the city portion

of the river. The waterway
carried about 1,500 cusecs
of floodwater now. It had
attracted several birds, and
fishes were spotted near
the Napier Bridge during
the northeast monsoon, of-
ficials said.

The river is currently be-
ing restored under the
Chennai Rivers Restoration
Trust (CRRT), and the
WRD has identified nearly
13,952 encroachments to
be cleared along various
stretches of the river.
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Bhagwat set to
address meet in
Ujjain on water
sacrality Dec. 28

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, DEC. 18

Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
will on December 28 deliver
the plenary lecture at an inter-
national conference in Ujjain
on creating an Indic discourse
on the sacrality of water and
juxtaposing it with scientific
thought.

The conference titled
“Sudalam”, organised by the
ministry of jal shakti and
Deendayal Research Institute
(DRI), will be held from
December 27 to 29 on the banks
of Shipra river.

The three-day conference
will have sessions on the con-
ceptual and circumstantial
challenges faced by the water
sector and the glorification of
the element of water in the
Indian knowledge system.

The confersnce will also
focus on the description of
water in folk traditions, social
customs and rituals and efforts
to prepare a compendium of
festivals related to water and
their scientific analysis.

Jal shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat will inaugu-
rate the conference in Ujjain
on December 27. Mr Bhagwat
will deliver the plenary lecture
on December 28 and Madhya
Pradesh governor Mangubhai
Patel and civil aviation minis-
ter Jyotiraditya Scindia will
attend the wvaledictory func-
tion on December 29,

The conference is part of a
series of events titled “Suman-
galam”, which are aimed at
presenting the unigue Indian
concept of securing the purity
of the five basic elements of
nature or “panchamahabhoo-
ta"” — earth, water, fire, air and
space — and attaining a bal-
ance between those for the sur-
vival and sustainability of life
on earth.
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