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Rains, floods
ravage TN again

3 killed, 3 more feared dead; IMD says more rains in store

Manimuthar waterfall overflows due to incessant heavy rainfall in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu on Monday. — Photo: ANI

PTI
CHENNAI/KANYAKUMARI

Intense rainfall and heavy
inundation, unseen in recent
times, overwhelmed four
southern districts of Tamil
Nadu and Chief Minister
MK Stalin arrived on Mon-
day in Delhi to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
discuss relief initiatives.
People marooned in resi-
dential colonies were evac-
uated by authorities and
were housed in relief cen-
tres, such as neighbourhood
schools and marriage halls
and over 7,000 people are
housed in such facilities.
Three persons were killed in
rain-related incidents and
three more are feared dead.
Paddy fields, roads and
bridges were submerged
and many residential
colonies came under sheets

800 train passengers stranded

MADURAL: Due to floods, approximately 800 train pas-
sengers were stranded at Srivaikuntam in Thoothukudi
district of Tamil Nadu, an official said on Monday. The
passengers of a Chennai-bound express train from the
temple town of Tiruchendur were stranded for nearly
20 hours at Srivaikuntam, which is in the worst flood-
hit region. An official said ‘all efforts are on to rescue
them’ and NDRF authorities have also been alerted. The
Tiruchendur-Chennai Egmore Express (Train No 20606)
departed from Tiruchendur to Chennai at 20.25 hours

on December 17. p1i

of water as heavy rains
wreaked havoc in Kanyaku-
mari, Tirunelveli, Thoot
hukudi and Tenkasi dis-
tricts. Electricity supply was
halted in advance due to
rains. Mobile phone connec-
tivity was hit in several re-
gions and public transporta-
tion was  completely
affected, severely disrupting

normalcy. Road link was
cut-off in several regions of
southern Tamil Nadu fol-
lowing breaches in lakes and
flooding. The storage in
major dams and reservoirs
in southern Tamil Nadu
ranged between 80 and 100
per cent. Authorities said
rescue efforts in areas in-
cluding Tirunelveli junction

and Sindupoonthurai is con-
tinuing using boats. In
Tirunelveli district alone, so
far at least 36 villages were
flooded. Food was provided
to over 50,000 people.
Chief Minister Stalin
reached Delhi from Coim-
batore to discuss rain and
the flood situation in south-
ern parts of the State with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on December 19.Iron
tracks attached to cement
slabs for support dangled
precariously. Chief Secre-
tary Shiv Das Meena told re-
porters that the rains and
flooding were unprece-
dented and the services of
the Army, Navy and the Air
Force have been requisi-
tioned. In Tirunelveli town,
a concrete house collapsed
and went under water on the
road, which appeared like a
waterway. (SEE PAGE 2)
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Dams brim, surplus water released

Chennai, Dec 18: The
storage in major dams and
reservoirs in southern
Tamil Nadu ranged
between 80 and 100 per cent
on Monday following
heavy rainfall, the
government said.

The Army and Coast
Guard are set to be
involved in rescue and
relief operations and a
total of 425 disaster relief
personnel have been
deployed and Thoothukudi
airport is closed.

While the storage in
Manimuthar dam was
83.10 per cent, it was 89.54
per cent and 80.73 per cent
in Papanasam and

Servalar dams respective-
ly an official release
said.

Vadakku Pachayivar and
Nambiyar dams reached
100 per cent storage. In
Kodumudiyar and
Kadananadhi it was 88.25
per cent and 89.83 per cent.
Surplus water continues to
be released with copious

inflows. All the dams
are in Tirunelveli
district.

In Kanyakumari district,
the storage in four key
dams and reservoirs
ranged between 91.77
per cent and 94.70 per
cent.

In the four districts of

Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari,
Thoothukudi and Tenkasi,
225 State Disaster
Response Force personnel
divided into nine teams

have been deployed.
In such districts,
National Disaster

Response Force's (200 per-
sonnel) eight teams have
been stationed and two
more NDRF teams are set
to be deployed.

Nearly 7,500 people
belonging to 1,545 families
have been housed in 84
relief centres, such as
schools and marriage
halls, and 84 boats are in
use fOI’ rescue purposes.

—PTI
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Rains subsume southern Tamil Nadu again
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Thoothukudi in TamilNadu | 4 PEOPLE KILLED : 1,000 STRUCK INTRAIN : SOUTH BEARS BRUNT
was inundated on Monday i Fourwerekilledinrain-related i Nearly1,000 people havebeen i Kayalpattinam in Thoothukudi
after sharp rains that have : !

i incidents, state officials said,as strandedinatrainatastationin } district appeared to be hit worst,
brought parts of thestatetoa : they evacuated thousands, i Thoothukudisince Sunday night, i being battered by 96cm rainin the
halt.  Relatedstoryonpages AN i moying them to shelters. i afterthetracks were flooded. i 24 hours since 8.30am on Sunday.
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CHENNAI: Extremely heavy rains
lashed Tamil Nadu over past 24
hours, inundating vast swathes
inat least four southern districts,
including Tirunelveli and Thoo-
thukudi, prompting authorities
to shift at least 7,500 people
marooned in residential colonies
torelief camps, officials said.

At least four people were
killed in rain-related incidents on
Monday, officials said and added
that details regarding the inci-
dents have been sought from
local authorities.

Intense rain and heavy inun-
dation wreaked havoc in Kanya-
kumari, Tirunelveli, Thoothu-
kudi and Tenkasi districts in
southern Tamil Nadu, with sev-
eral parts witnessing highest-
ever downpour in a day. Kayal-
pattinam in Thoothukudi regis-
tered 96 cm rain in 24 hours
ending at 8.30am on Monday,
according to Met department.

“Such extremely heavy rainfall
is unprecedented,” chief secre-
tary Shiv Das Meena told report-
ers in Chennai.

The India Meteorological
department had sounded a red
alert (highest warning) in the
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4 dead, nearly Ik stranded in

.

Aninundated railway station following heavy rain,in Thoothukudi on Monday. ANI

four districts on Sunday. “We
received an alert from IMD that
there could be extremely heavy
rain, which is about 20 cm, but
Kayalpattinam alone received 96
cm in last 24 hours,” he added.
A total of 39 places in four dis-
tricts have recorded extremely
heavy rain in past 24 hours, S
Balachandran, deputy director of
Regional Meteorological Centre,
said. IMD grades rainfall of 21cm
and above in the 24-hour dura-

tion as extremely heavy, between
12 and 20 ¢cm as very heavy, and
from 7 to 11 cm as heavy.
Palayamkottai in Tirunelveli
also logged its highest single-day
rain at 44.2 cm, surpassing the
previous high of 29.2 cm in 1963.
Tiruchendur in Thoothukudi
received 69 cm of rain, Moolai-
karaipatti in Tirunelveli (62 cm)
and Gundar dam in Tenkasi (51
cm), officials said.
The RMC has attributed the

intense rainfall to cyclonic circu-
lation over the Comorin area in
south-east Sri Lanka. The fresh
spell of extremely heavy rains
came around a fortnight after
heavy rainfall brought by cyclone
Michaung wreaked havoc in
Chennai and north Tamil Nadu.

Nearly 1,000 passengers in an
express train were stranded at
Srivaikuntam railway station in
Thoothukudi since Sunday night
after the tracks were flooded and

rages on

developed cracks. Transport sec-
retary Phanindra Reddy said
food is being supplied through
air to the stranded passengers.

Chief minister MK Stalin left
for New Delhi in the eveningand
sought an appointment to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to discuss the flood situation.
“The entire government machin-
ery has jumped into action to
carry out relief work,” he said.

Governor RN Ravi has also
convened a meeting on Tuesday
with senior officials of central
agencies and armed forces to
review the situation.

The state government has
declared a four-day holiday for
schools and colleges, the chief
secretary said. At least 17 teams
from NDRF and SDRF compris-
ing 425 personnel have been
pressed into service to rescue peo-
ple living in low-lying areas by
using boats, Meena said. “More
boats are being sent to Thoothu-
kudi, Srivaikundam, and Kayal-
pattinam which are among the
worst-affected areas,” he added.

At least 7,500 flood-affected
people have been evacuated and
moved to 82 relief camps, the
chief secretary said.

With agency inputs
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