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State needs XIL crore
to complete pending
irrigation projects

Palamuru LI
Project To Be
New Focus

Koride.Mahesh@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: The Telangana
government has spent over
71.61 lakh crore on construc-
tion of major and medium ir-
rigation projects in the past
eight years between 2014 and
2022. Of this,over¥llakhcrore
hasbeenspenton twomajor ir-
rigation projects, Kaleshwa-
ram and Palamuru-Rangared-
dv lift irrigation schemes
(LIS). According to officials,
the state would have to pump
in another %1 lakh crore to
complete pending projects in
the state.

Irrigation officials claim
no other state in the country
has spent such huge amounts
on projects to provide irriga-
tion facilities. In the past eight
years, over 40 lakh acres new
ayacut has been created apart
from stabilising the existing
ayacut.

The state government has
earmarked 26,000 crorein the
2023-24 budget and announced
that it would provide irriga-
tion facilities to another 50
lakh acres in the next two to
three years to achieve one cro-
re irrigated agriculture land.

Official said of the 7161

MONEY SPENT SO FAR
Kaleshwaram 784,500
Palamuru-Ranga Reddy | 222,800
Indiramma canal 6,327
AMR SLBC project 3,600
Dindi LIS 72,500
Sitarama LIS 7,300
MG Kalwakurthy 72,500
SRSP 72,000
Lower Penganga 7900
lakh erore spent so far on irri-
gation projects, over 50%

(84,500 crore) was spent on
the Kaleshwaram lift irriga-
tion scheme (KLIS) alone and
another 22800 crore on the
Palamuru-Rangareddy lift ir-
rigation project till December,
2022, Some projects such as
Kaleshwaram  redesigning
happened after BRS (then
TRS) came to power, while so-
me projects, which were taken
up by Congress and TDP go-
vernments in the united AP,
were completed by the BRS go-
vernment,

Now, priority would be gi-
ven to the Palamuru-Ranga-
reddy liftirrigation project for
the next few years. Nearly, 60%
work has been completed.
“Once environmental clea-
rances are given, the govern-
ment wants to complete the re-
maining works,” a senior irri-
gation official said.



IANS W NEW DELHI

gainst the backdrop of the
recent land cracking and
sinking issues in Joshimath, a
plea has been filed in the
Supreme Court raising the fail-
ure of Centre and state gov-
ernments in assessing the "car-
rying capacity or bearing
capacity” of the ecological frag-
ile Indian Himalayan region.
The plea claimed this
region, which is spread across
13 states/Union Territories
{UTs), is facing issues of unsus-
tainable and hydrologically dis-
astrous constructions - home
stays, hotels, and commercial
accommaodations -- hydropow-
er projects and unregulated
tourism, which has allegedly
collapsed the drainage and
waste management system.
The plea filed by Ashok
Kumar Raghav, which was
argued by advocate Akash
Vashishtha before a bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Y, Chandrachud, said
the governments -- in the
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SC seeks Gentre’s response on failure to assess
bearing capacity of fragile Hlmalayan region

Indian Himalayan Region,
spread across 13 states/UTs --
have failed in preparing and
implementing the master
plans/tourism plans/lay-
outfarea development/zonal
lans, and also failed to the
carrving capacity or bearing
capacity of er;u|05ir;a":.' fragile
areas,” which is home to near-
ly 50 million people.

The region includes:
Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh, West E:ngai, Assam,
J‘vTa:ghah:,'a, Manipur, Mizoram,
Sikkim, Nagaland, Tripura and
Arunachal Pradesh.

The plea said, "Carrying or
bearing capacity of the ecolog-
ically fragile areas, hill sta-
tions, and highly visited areas
in hills is necessary as the
same would inter alia deter-
mine how much can a given
place bear the load of human
population or human inter-
vention and the extent of infra-
structure projects could be
permitted, given its geologi-
calftectonic/seismic position,

waler resources available, food,
habitat, air quality and other
FESOUNCEs.

It further zdded that due to
non-existent carrying/bearing
capacity studies, grave geolog-
ical hazards in the form of
landslides, land subsidence,
land cracking and sinkin
issues such as that in lushunalﬁ
and previously as flash
floods/glacial bursts in
Kedarnath (2013} and Chamoli
(2021}, are being witnessed
and serious ecological and
environmental depredation is
taking place in the hills.

The plea added, "That the
Uttarakhand Tourism Policy
2018, of the Department of
Tourism, State of Uttarakhand,
had itself recognised identifi-
cation of the permissible car-
rying capacities as a major
challenge of the Uttarakhand
Tourism. The objectives of the
said policy are, inter alia, to
resolve the carrying capacity
issues of the prominent tourism
destinations in the state.”

On Friday, the Supreme

Court asked the petitioner to
approach the National Green
Tribunal. However, Vashishtha
insisted that there is a bar
under Section 14 of the NGT
Act as there has to be a specif-
ic case of environmental viola-
tion. After Vashishtha pressed
that this is an important issue,
the Supreme Court issued
notice to the Centre, Ministry
of Jal Shakti, and others.

The plea added that
56,37,102 tourists visited
Himachal Pradesh in 2021,
which was 75.43 per cent over

that reu.nrdcd in 2020, rh¢
places which witnessed the
most number of visitors include
but not limited to Shimla,
Manali, Lahaul & Spiti,
Sirmour, Bilaspur and Chamba,

"In 2020, 32,13,379 per-

sons  toured Himachal
Pradesh, which was 81.33 per
cent above that recorded in
2019. In 2019, 1,72,12107 vis-
itors arrived in the state,
according to the tourist sta-
tistics of the Department of
Tourism, Himachal Pradesh,”
it added.



