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The Tribune - 19- January-2024

Damaged last year, Larji dam
unit resumes power generatlon

SHIMLA, JANUARY 18
One unit of the 126 MW Lar-
ji hydropower project in
Mandi district has again
started electricity genera-
tion. The project was exten-
sively damaged during the
monsoon on July 9 last year.
The Unit-I of the project
was restored on January 15
and it would produce around

six to eight lakh units of

energy per day, thus generat-
ing an estimated revenue of
Rs 50 lakh to Rs 72 lakh for
the Himachal Pradesh State

Electricity Board (HPSEB).

Three units of the Larji
hydroelectric project were
damaged due to flashfloods
in July last year. However, on
January 15, the first unit
started operating again.

The HPSEB has set May
2024 as target to make the unit
IT and III operational, which
will involve the replacement
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HPSEB to make 2 other units operatlonal by May

The Unit-l of the Larji hydropower project in Mandi district
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started fu nctioning on January 15. FILE PHOTO

of damaged components.
Once all its units are com-
pletely restored, the Larji
project is poised to generate
about 620 million units per
year and an annual revenue
of about Rs 310 crore. This
will be done through power

purchase agreements based

On an average energy pur-

chase rate of Rs 5 per unit.

- The Larji hydroelectric
project, with a total capacity
of 126 MW, had been opera-
tional since 2006-07 before it
was submerged on July 9,
2023. Prior to this, the project
had generated 104.30 giga
units, surpassing its yearly
generation target, — TNS
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K’takatorelease2.5 TMCwaterinFeb

It is for whole of Feb to maintain flow; Biligundlu recording only 800 cusecs now

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee (CWRC) on Thurs-
day directed the Karnataka gov-
ernment to ensure release of 2.5
tmeft, on an average daily flow
of 1,000 cusecs, of water to
maintain environmental flow
in the Cauvery river in
February.

The committee issued the di-
rection after ohserving around
B00 cusecs of daily water flow at
the interstate gauging station
in Biligundlu, which was below
the required flow.

The committee had already
directed the Karnataka govern-
ment, as per the final award of
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal (CWDT), to release
2.76 tmeft of water for the rest
of January, on an average daily
flow of 1,030 cusecs to be re-
corded in Biligundluw.

The CWRC meeting presided
over by its chairman Vineet
Gupta took this decision based on
the storage position, inflows and
outflows at the eight designated
reservoirs and hydrometeorolog-
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ical condition in the Cauvery ba-
sin. The next meeting will be held
on February 12.

“We observed an average dai-
1y flow of around 800 cusecs or
sometimes up to 1,500 cusecs at
Biligundlu,” Gupta told TNIE.

“After our observation, the
committee directed Karnataka
to ensure environmental flow
in Biligundlu by ensuring re-
lease of 1,000 cusecs of water
per day for the whole of Febru-
ary. For this, Karnataka need
not release water from its major
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dams such as KRS and Kabini,”
hesaid.On the demand of Tamil
Nadu that Karnataka release
the backlog of water, the com-
mittee made it clear that there
isno need for it as the northeast
monsoon has reduced the water
stress on TN. Karnataka is fac-
ing a drought-like situation in
its Cauvery basin. The basin is
dependent on the southwest
monsoon (June-October), which
was weak. Whereas the Mettur
reservoir in TN had the benefit
of the northeast monsoon (Oc-

Drought-like situation

On the demand of Tamil Nadu that
Karnataka release the backlog of
water, the committee made it clear
that there is no need for it asthe
northeast monsoon has reduced the
water stress on TN. Karnataka is
facing a drought-like situation inits
Cauvery basin. The basin is
dependent on the southwest
monsoon (June-October), which
was weak, whereas the Mettur
reservioir in TN had the benefit of
the northeast monsoon.

tober-December).

However, Karnataka argued

that water available in its four
reservoirs is required to meet
drinking and industrial needs
up toJuly 2024 and irrigate the
summer crops. Also, there will
be evaporation losses.
“After January 31, there is no
need for more water for irriga-
tion as harvesting of crops
would start in February in TN,
But Karnataka has to maintain
the environmental flow of the
river;” Gupta said.
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Storage in a third of reservoirs below 407 of capacity

ALARMING DIP. Water level drops for the 15" consecutive week as situation in northern, southern regions causes concern

—
Subramani Ra Mancombu
Channal

The stomage bevel in the major
150 Indian  reservoirs
drapped for the 15 week ina
Tow with over a third of them
having water below 4 per
cent of their capacity this
week

The situathon in the north-
om and soathern regions has
become a canse for concem,
while Bengal and Tripura
joined the |zt of States where
the storage |8 below normal.

The level in Kerala ie nor-
mal, with the stomge improv-
g this week and overall, the
level in 12 States is below
miarmnal.

Aecording w the weekly
Tullctin on live storge status
aof 1500 reservoirs issued by the

Central Water Cor i

thie storage i the 150 reser-
vairs a5 of January 18 was
9,181 billion cubic metres
(BOM} or 55 per cent of the

176,784 BCM capaciry.

TURNING WORRISOME

Comipared to the current situ-
ation, the storsge was 82 per
cent during the same period a

e 0

The average level of the
past 10 vears was 95 percent,
the CWC's weekly bulletin
sl

“The sitissthon 8 worrlsome
a8 the country saw at |east 45
per cent of the 713 districts
from where data were re
ceived  receiving  deficient
rainfall during the posr-mon-
sonperiod,
From the start of 2024 tll
now, 77 per cent of the 711

States with lower than normal storage

faage dasartare from tovmal
Pusjah -ar Maharashira -B
Qdsha ) Uttar Pradesh 26
"eest Benaal -2 Chattisgarh -19
Tripura -1 Andhra Pradesh -5
Magaland -16 Kamataka -1§
Bihar 51 Tamidl Nadu -16
Source: Certral Water Cammizia
districts, which provided — problems post-March, parvic-
data, received  deficient,  wlarly for hertieulture crops,
larpely  deficient  or 1o agriculture experts said,
rainfall
Ky rabl crops such s rice  CAUVERY DELTA
and pulses in South India,par-  In the southem region, the
ticularty Kamataka and  storage in 22 of the 42 reser-

Andhra Pradesh, are likely to
face problems.

Inthe North, thoogh irriga-
tion canals will help tide over
the situation, lack of snow due
tor El Nind imipact may posé

wirs is below 50 per cent of
the capaciry and two filled to
capacity.  The  Thartihalla
reservolr i Kamataka is

ty, while Sholiyar (Tamil
Madu}, Tungathadra, Nagr

jumat Sazar, Kandaleru, Yeluru
imd ?:alhm (] erstwhile
Andhra) have a storage that is
less than 50 per cent af the
rormal

The level in Krishnarsja
Sagara [Barnataks) was 33
per cent of the capacity and
the  Stanley  reservoir
g&rm) im Tamil Nadu was

ledro&t pereenrof ivscapa-
ity — a situathon seen 48 AOL
too comformable for rice-
growing regins  in the
Cauverydelta,

Overall, the storyge was
1987 BCM, 37 per cent of
total live storage capacity of
the 42 reservpirs. Last week,
the storngewas 38 per cent of
the capadity.

O the 1 reservoirs in the
northern region, the storage
was 104078 BCM or 513 per
cent [54% kst week) of the ca

pacity. Four of these storages
are filled o below 50 per cent
of the capacity with the level
in Punjab dropping to 37 per

cent below rarmal

MAHARASHTRALEVEL

In the western region, the
level in the 4% reservoirs was
248652 BCM or 67 per cent
(6% per cent) of capaciry with
10hof them Alled below 50 per
centofthe full level.

m simw in ,,.!]dm
s m o tod to B
percent below normal yains
Ppercentaweek ago,

The central region also saw
its reservoirs' bevel drop o &4
percent (1 percent) of copar
ciry oo 30,95 BCA. OfF the 26
reservoirs, 13 were filled be-
low 50 per cent of the full
lewel, while no reservoir had
xnnpalm\-.-mpﬂumk.

SUMMER S0WING
The exstern reghon i the only
one where the storge is bet-
terthan lastyear and the aver-
ageofthe bst 10 years,

The 23 reservairs in the re-
gion were filled 66 per cent
(b8 pereent) of the capacity at
13ATEROM.

Assam’s st WS more
ﬂlmdoublemnnalm,
while Nagaland {16 per cent
bebow normal) and Bihar (51
per cent below normal) were
thedrags,

With El Nina likely to turn
neurralonly during April-lane
and global agencies predict-
ing that the climate will con-
tinue to'be warm until March,
the sorage will likely drop
further.

This, cxperts said, could
eIt SIMmET-Swn crops at
-1 %
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Driest Jan since 1901
triggers fear of water
scarcity in state

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JANUARY 18
Even as Himachal continues
to reel under the adverse

impact of the prolonged dry .

spell, this January has creat-
ed arecord of being the driest
so far with lowest precipita-
tion since 1901, ’
The Shimla Meteorological
Centre today said that this
January (till 18th) had broken
the previous record of the dri-
est month since 1901 as the
lowest precipitation had
been witnessed so far in
more than a century. The
total cumulative precipita-
tion received in the state in
the month of January 2024
(up til] 18th) is 0.1 against

normal precipitation of 431,

with the departure being
recorded at minus -99.7 percent,

The unusually long dry
spell through December
2023 and January this yvear
has caused concern among
growers over the adverse
impact on fruits, especially
apple and other erops. The
near absence of snow and
negligible rains could lead to
acute water shortage during
the summer months. Some
parts of Kangra and Chamba
districts are already facing
acute water shortage, with
power generation also plum-
meting with reduced dis-
charge in rivers.

Even though there are still
12 days of the month but as
per the forecast for Himachal
Pradesh, weather will remain
mostly dry in the state till
January 25, 2024. Besides, the

TOP 10 YEARS WITH
LOWEST PRECIPITATION
Year _Departure (Per cent)

dense to very dense fog con-
ditions along with cold wave
and frost will continue at iso-
lated places in low hill district
and plains. The weather will
remain mostly dry in the
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej catch-
ment areas till January 25,
2024, minimising chances of
precipitation, -

The month of January this
vear has surpassed the earlier
lowest precipitation of minus
- 99.6 per-cent, recorded in
1966. The other years having
driest January's are 2007 (-
98,5), 1902 (-92.4), 1986 (-91.4),
2018 (-90.5), 1016 (-87.8), 1936
(-86.5), 1963 (-83.5), 1998 (-83.4)
and 1914 (-81.4).

Though the  weather
remained dry over the last
week, some areas received
light to moderate precipitation
yesterday. The weather condi-
tions witnessed dense fog, cold
wave and ground frost at
many places in Una, Kangra,
Bilaspur and Mandi.
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