suo motu proceedings

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald -19 -June 2021

Mekedatu project: NGT closes

‘Issue pending before top
court, Environment Ministry’

v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Principal Benchofthe

National Green Tribunal

on Friday closed the suo
momi proceedings on forming
a committee for spot inspec-
tion to find out whether Karna-
taka has made preparations to
build a reservoir at Mekedatu
withoutgetting environmental
clearance.

“Since the issue of building
reservoir is pending before
the Supreme Court and Kar-
nataka's request for forest
clearances also pending be-
fore the Ministry of Forestand
Environment, there isno need
to take suo motu proceedings
by the Tribunal,” the Principal
Bench said.

The Bench, headed by its
chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel, passed this order on Fri-
day after hearing a plea from
Karnataka.

Suo motu cognisance
Recently, the NGT's Southern
Bench, comprising Justice
K Ramakrishnan and expert
member K Satyagopal, took
suo motu cognisance of a me-
dia report that Karnataka has
started making preparations
to construct adam at Mekeda-
tu without getting necessary
forest clearances. It had then
ordered forming a committee
and soughta report.

Seeking a review of the
Southern Bench order, Karna-
taka had filed an application

before the Principal Bench
arguing that it has not started
the works.

Karnataka, in its review
petition, said that since the
proposed Mekedatu reservoir
issue was pending before the
Supreme Court, the matter
cannot be taken up suo motu.

Karnataka's advocate gen-
eral Prabhuling Navadgi, in
his submission, said that the

14

media reports gave a one-sid-
ed version and did not disclose
the facts that the process of tak-
ing necessary clearances was
pending before the authorities.

Disposing of the petition,
the Principal Bench said, “We
find merit in the submission of
the advocate general for Kar-
nataka thar the media report
doesnot mention that the issue
of statutory environmental

clearances is already pending
consideration before the con-
cerned statutory authorities.
Ewven the very same media re-
porthasbeen mentioned by the
Tamil Nadu Government in its
submission before the Ministry
of Jal Shakti vide letter dated
27.4.2021 even before taking
ofcognisance by this Tribunal.”

“Further, thesameissue has

| also been raised by the state

of Tamil Nadu before the Su-
preme Court,” the order said.

Thus, the Bench concluded,
thereis no need for this Tribu-
nal to continue the suo motu
proceedings.

Karnataka, with a plan to
build a balancing reservoir
across the River Cauvery at
Mekedartu to provide drink-
ing water to Kanakapura and
surrounding areas, has sought
green clearance from the Un-
ion Ministry of Environment
and Forests.

Tamil Nadu has all along
strongly opposed the project
and approached the Supreme
Court.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald -19 -June 2021

The Unkal Lake in Hubballi overflows

following heavy rain over the past week, on Friday.

The bathing ghat at Triveni Sangama in Bhagamandala

of Kodagu district is under water.

Unrelenting showers trigger

flood alarm ishna basin

IMD sounds red alert for

coastal dists for next 24 hours

BENGALURU, DHNS

eavy showers in Maha-
Hrashtra‘s Konkan belt
and catchment areas
of Karnataka have pushed up
water level in Krishna river
and its tributaries, triggering
flood threat in basin districts.
Theoverflowing rivers have
submerged acres of paddyand
sugarcane fields in Belagavi
and Bagalkot districts. Nine
low-lying bridges-cum-bar-
ragesin Nippaniand Chikkodi
havegoneunder floodwater as
traffic has been diverted to al-
ternative routes. Several tem-
ples, including Holebasave-
shwara temple at Machaknur
in Mudhol taluk and Bangali
Baba temple on Doodhganga
banks, are submerged.
Inflow into Almatti dam,
the lifeline of north Karnata-
kadistricts, on Friday evening
clocked a whopping 1.46 lakh
cusecs following the relent-

less showers in Krishna river
catchments in Maharashtra
and Karnataka. The dam has
received 3.2 tmcft of water in
the last 24 hours.

Bennehalla, a feeder tribu-
tary of Malaprabha river, isin
spate. Thestreamisnotorious
forits flash floodsin Dharwad,
Gadag and Bagalkot districts.

Rain has subsided in the
coastal belt of Uttara Kan-
nada, but its ferocity has not
comedownin Malnad regions
of the district. The owner of a
house sustained serious inju-
ries aftera portion of roof col-
lapsed in Yellapur town.

Dam levels goup further
Meanwhile, there was some
respite from heavy rain in Shi-
vamogga district on Friday.
Shivamogga, Sagar, Bhadra-
vathi, Sorab and Shikaripur
taluks experienced spells of
lightshowers in the day.
However. Yadur (20.3 em),

Overflowing Malaprabh

Hulikal (17.6 ¢cm) and Agumbe
(15.1cm) continued to receive
heavyrain,

Tunga reservoir in Gajanur
received 31,277 cusecs on Fri-
day and the same quantum
of water was released down-
stream. In the last 24 hours
(ending 8.30 am on Friday),
water level in Linganamakki
dam swelled by 2.2 feet while
Bhadra reservoir went up by
2.6 feet.

The famed Ukkadagatri
temple and Karibasavesh-
wara Gadduge on the banks
of Tungabhadra facing immi-
nent threat of looding.

Shivamogga DC K B Shiva-
kumar has banned the move-
ment of vehicles on Kollur

partially submerges Anjaneya
temple in Khanapur taluk, Belagavi district. oH pHoTos

Ghatroad till August 30, after
aportion of road near Nagodi,
Hosanagar taluk, caved in on
Friday.

Kodaguriversin spate
Very heavy showers in Bhaga-
mandala (21 em) have rapidly
increased the water level in
Triveni Sangama in Kodagu
district.

Both Cauvery and Laksh-
manathirtha rivers are in
spate. Rain, coupled with
strong winds, has brought
down several trees and pow-
er lines, keeping Cesc staff on
toes in the hilly district.

Many partsof northinterior
Karnataka, including Hubba-
lli-Dharwad twin cities. con-

Morerain
forecast over

next 3 days

With Southwest mon-
soon picking up steam,
the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)
has forecast heavy
showers for coastal and
interior districts till
June 21.

The coastal districts
arelikely toexperience
heavy to very heavy
showers on Saturday.
Aredalerthasbeen
sounded in Uttara
Kannada, Udupiand
Dakshina Kannada
districts, the weather
department release
said. Further, the IMD
hasissued an orange
alert for Malnad and
yellow alert for north
interior districts.

tinued to witness moderate to
heavy rain for the fourth day
on the trot. The sprawling Un-
kal lake in Hubballi breached
on Friday.
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Summer rain stocks dams

Although the monsoon has not covered the whole country yet, summer cyclones and thunderstorms have
left reservoirs with more water than their average at this stage. Some regions, however, remain behind.
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ANJALIMARAR Telangana, Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Naduw In the 20 reservoirs in the Eastern region The summer of 2021 saw unusually cool
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FREQUENT THUNDERShowers and two strong
cyclones— Tauktae and Yaas — brought signif-
icant rainfall during the summer. Thus, even
before the southwest monsoon coversthe en-
tire country, the 130 major reservoirs moni-
tored by the Central Water Commission have
already stored 272 of their total capacity. This
iswell over the average storage for this time of
the year — 21%averaged for the last 10 years.

Reservoir status

Asof June 17, the collective stock in the 130
reservoirs was 47.63 billion cubic metres
(BCM),or 27% of the total live storage capacity
of 174.23 BCM. In June last year, they had
stocked 55.11 BCM.

Of the 130 reservoirs, 49 have more water
than they had stored in June 2020. Amajority
of these reservoirs are located in seven states

Of the reservoirs with less storage than in
June 2020, many are in the larger states of
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh
and Odisha, besides Punjab, Himachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Uttarakhand. This year, two
large dams — Hariharjhore in Odisha and
Ujjani in Maharashtra — have reached dead
stock. This time last year, Hariharjhore had
stocked 59% of its capacity.

Stocks are above normal in the basins of
the Ganga, Narmada, Tapi, rivers of Kutch,
Krishna, Mahanadi and Cauvery. The river
basins of Mahi and Indus have normal and de-
ficient reserves, respectively.

Region by region

In eight reservoirs in the Northern region
(Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan), the
available stock on June 17 was 3.82 BCM, or
20% of their total live storage capacity. This is
below the storage of 2020 (38%) and also the

(Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal, Tripura,
Nagaland), the available water stock is 4.59
BOM, or 23% of their total live storage capacity.
Lastyear, these reservoirs had stored 28%. The
10-year average stock is 21%.

The Western region comprising Gujarat
and Maharashtra has 42 major reservoirs. At
9.95 BCM, these are currently at 28% of their
total live capacity. In June 2020, they were at
36% of capacity; the 10-year average is 19%,

In the 23 reservoirs of Central India (UP,
Uttarakhand, MP, Chhattisgarh), the current
storage is 12.73 BCM, or 28% of their total live
capacity. This isbelow last year's storage (37%)
aswellas the 10-year average here (24%).

The Southern region of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu
has 37 reservoirs, in which the available stock
is 16.55 BCM, or 30% of capacity. This is higher
than the sticks of 2020 (24%) and also the 10-
vear average (17%).

day temperatures over most regions. This
could have led to below-average evaporation
from surface water stocks across the core heat
zones, where heatwaves and high day tem-
peratures are common during March-June.,
The cooler summer was also due to fre-
quent thunderstorms that brought rainfall
spells at many places between March and May.
During the second and third weeks of May.
Cyclones Tauktae and Yaas caused widespread
rainfall over two-thirds of the country between
them — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Bihar and some parts of the Northeast.
The all-India weekly rainfall during May
12-19and May 20-26 was, respectively, 127%
and 94% above the Long Period Average.
All these factors contributed to the stocking
of atleast 80% of their June normal capacity in
1100f the 130 reservoirs.
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NGT drops proceedings
against Mekedatu project

Chennai: The Principal Bench of National Green Tribunal (NGT)
has dropped the suo motu proceedings against Karnataka
government’s Mekedatu dam project proposed across Cauvery
river. The suo motu case was filed and notices were issued
based on a newspaper article. However, the NGT found merit in
the submissions made by Karnataka counsel saying the media
report was one-sided and does not disclose the facts that the
process of taking necessary clearances is pending before the

authorities. ENS
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SYL project: Centre to push
for Khattar-Amarinder meet

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

The Centre will push for a
joint meeting of Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh and his Haryana coun-
terpart Manohar Lal Khattar
to resolve the contentious
matter concerning the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal.

Khattar told this to the
media after having met
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
here today.

A few months ago, Capt
Amarinder had assured the
ministry to convene a meet-
ing at his end. It has, howev-
er, not materialised yet.

Khattar also met Environ-
ment and Forest Minister
Prakash Javadekar and urged
for exemption from the rule
which prohibits operation of

COAL-BASED UNITS
ALLOWED TO OPERATE

® CM Manohar Lal Khattar
urged Environment and For-
est Minister Prakash
Javadekar to allow indus-
tries based on coal and oth-
er traditional fuel to operate

B These industries are locat-
ed in areas where LPG,
CNG and PNG pipelines
have not been laid

® The Environment Ministry
acceded to Khat-
tar's request
with regard to

0y industrial
PN | its in eignt
. —— districts of the
state

industries based on coal and
other traditional fuel in areas
where LPG, CNG and PNG

pipelines have not been laid.
The Environment Ministry
acceded to Khattar’s request
with regard to industrial units
in eight districts of the state.
Also, permission for smooth
running of formaldehyde units
in Yamunanagar would be
granted by the ministry soon.
With regard to sharing of the
Yamuna waters with Delhi,
Khattar informed Shekhawat
that Haryana was providing
the national capital more than
its share even though Haryana
was facing shortage of water.
The Centre has sanctioned
about Rs 1,120 crore for the
implementation of the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM).
Khattar requested that the
state should be provided with a
financial help of Rs 3,200 crore
for its “Mahagram” project,
under which sewage pipelines
would be laid in 130 villages.
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lIT study finds
traces of Covid in
Saharmati river

PTI @ AHMEDABAD

Arecent study by researchers
at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Gandhinagar
has established the presence of
coronavirus in water samples
from the Sabarmati river and
two lakes in Ahmedabad city of
Gujarat.

While the study, funded by
the UNICEEF, did not reveal if
the genes of coronavirus found
in the water samples were dead
or alive, Professor
Manish Kumar, who led the
research, has emphasised the
need for further probe on the
subject to avert any future
tragedy.

Following the revelation,

the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has decid-
ed to send samples from these
water bodies to the Gujarat
Biotechnology Research Centre
(GBRC).

"The GBRC is the autho-
rised agency of the AMC for
water analysis. We have been
sending samples to them since
the last one year and they sub-
mit their report to the state
government. We have no idea
about the IIT's research.
However, we will now send
samples of these water bodies
to the GBRC

for a similar analysis,” said
Harpalsinh Zala, the AMC's
city engineer for Water
Resources.
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Incessantraintriggers tlood
alarmin Biharasriversswell

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, 18 JUNE

Farmers in Bihar were ecsta-
tic when the Indian Meteo-
rological Department (IMD)
predicted about “normal to
above normal” rainfall in most
parts of the country this year.
They, however, have suffered
the first major setback when
thefloodwaters entered their
villages in June itself, prompt-
ing them to flee for safer
places so early.

Strange though it may
sound, several villages of
Gopalganj, East Champaran
and West Champaran have
been left flooded following
heavyrainfall in the state and
also in catchment areas of
rivers in Nepal, such as Gan-
dak, Lalbakeya and Sikranha.
Officials said more than 5,000
people have been evacuated
in these three districts while
many of them have been liv-
ingunder their flooded homes.

Reports said the water
resources department offi-
cials have been literally caught
unawares by floods which hit
theregion too early. The repair
works of quite many embank-
ments are yet to be complet-
ed. This has caused panic
among the peopleliving along
the embankments in the
flood-prone district.

T, =

A good thing, however, is
that the water resources depart-
ment has come into action
quickly. Water resources min-
ister Sanjay Jha said the depart-
ment teams are carrying out
patrolling even at night to
save the villages from flood dis-
asters,

“This year the department
issoliciting partnerships with
local communities for effi-
cientmonitoring of embank-
ments. While patrolling they
look for any threat to embank-
ments and take corrective
steps,” the minister said.

A Central Water Commis-
sion report said that quite
many rivers in Bihar, such as
Gandak and Kamla Balan are
currently flowing close to the
danger mark at several places.
Especially, Gandak has been
verymuch in spate making vil-
lagers pass sleepless nights. The
water level in Ganga too has
risen. According to a report,
waters from the Gandak river
have entered as many as 50 vil-

lages in Gopalganj district
alone. Water level in Gandak
hasincreased by 12-18 cms at
several places in Gopalganj.

TVfootage showed children
sitting atop plastic-covered bul-
lock carts while their parents
were busy somehow cooking
meals standing in knee-deep
water which has entered their
homes. “This has become a part
of our life. We face this situa-
tion every year although the
trouble started too early this
year,” said a local villager.

Inarelated development,
National Disaster Response
Force teams saved 13 villagers
from getting drowned after the
boat they were riding over-
turned while they were cross-
ing theriverin Gopalganj dis-
trict.

Panicky villagers climbed
the trees and started crying for
help when the disaster team
rushed to the spot and saved
them. Floods have been caus-
ing massive destruction every
year.
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