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Yamuna cleaning to
be key Budget issue

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Budget
2023-24, scheduled to be pre-
sented in the state assembly on
Tuesday, will also look at the
clean-up of the Yamuna, offi-
cials aware of the matter said on
Saturday, adding that the theme
of this year’s Budget will be
“Saaf, sundar aur aadhunik
Dilli” (clean, beautiful and mod-
ern Delhi).

The five-day Delhi Budget
session began on Friday, with a
speech by lieutenant governor
VK Saxena. Finance minister
Kailash Gahlot is scheduled to
present the budget on Tuesday.
The government has said that
the focus of the Budget will be
on modernising and beautifying
infrastructure development,
transport infrastructure devel-
opment and cleaning of
Yamuna and overall cleaning of
the Capital.

A senior government official
said, “As part of its infrastruc-
ture push, the Arvind Kejriwal
government will accelerate its
plans to clean the Yamuna and

clear Delhi's three garbage
mountains on a war footing.
The total sewage treatment
capacity in Delhi will be
increased from 632 million gal-
lons a day (mgd) to 890mgd by
next year — an increase of 40%
in a single year.”

The official, who declined to
be named, said over the next
one year, sewer connectivity
will go up from 747 colonies at
present to 1,317 colonies. “Peo-

ple of Delhi will continue receiv-
ing the benefit of free household
sewer connections. In a major
milestone for the Clean Yamuna
initiative, the quantity of sewage
being treated in Delhi will rise
from 370mgd in 2015 to 890mgd
next year. The Delhi govern-
ment will join hands with MCD
and provide financial assistance
to get rid of Delhi’s three gar-
bage mountains of shame in the
next 2 years,” the official said.
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Punjab refuses to construct

Sutlej-Yamuna link canal
May raise law & order problems: Centre

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

There appears to be no
immediate solution to the
vexed Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal issue as the Punjab
Government has refused to
construct its part of the
canal even as the Haryana
Government insisted on
construction of the canal in
terms of the 2002 verdict of
the Supreme Court.

In areport filed in the top
court, the Centre said, “In
2016, Punjab had denotified
the land acquired for the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal
and returned it to farmers.
Therefore, the construction
now may raise law and
order problems.”

The Union Jal Shakti
Ministry’s report has been
filed in response to the top
court’s September 6, 2022,
order seeking a status
report on the progress
made in the meeting of
Chief Ministers and senior
bureaucrats of Punjab and
Haryana on the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link canal issue,.

In its report, the Centre
said that "Punjab was of
the view that the water
availability in the Ravi,
Beas and Sutlej system of

rivers has reduced and
there is no excess water for
sharing with Haryana... As
there is no excess water in
the Beas and Sutlej to be
shared with Haryana, the
need for the construction
of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
canal does not arise,” the
report read.

The Haryana Government
declined to deliberate on
any aspect other than the
construction of the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link canal, in
terms of the 2002 Supreme
Court judgment. It also
sought to highlight that the
Punjab law on termination
of agreements has already
been declared unconstitu-
tional by the top court.

“Even after the best
efforts by the Centre,
there has been no agree-
ment on the issue of the
construction of the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link canal
among the two states in
the meeting. However,
both states agreed to dis-
cuss a workable solution
on the issue in future.” the
report stated.

However, the Ministry of
Jal Shakti said it was mak-
ing all efforts to bring the
states together for an ami-
cable solution.
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Delhi govt started working on
rejuvenation of 26 lakes: CM

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal Saturday
said his government has started
working on the rejuvenation of
26 lakes across the city with a
total area of over 300 acres to
improve water availability in
the national Capital.

The Delhi government has
completed the rejuvenation of
35 water bodies. A total of 380
water bodies are to be brought
back to life, he said during a visit
to an artificial lake at Pappanka-
lan, “We will turn Delhi into a
city of lakes, increase ground-
water levels and supply drink-
ing water to every household,’
Kejriwal said while detailing his
government’s vision of making
the national capital self-suffi-
cient in drinking water.

The groundwater table
around Papankalan has risen
by 6.25 metres due to the lake.
Soon, 20 MGD (million gallons
per day) of water drawn through
tubewells will be supplied to
households, he said.

The water will be purified

through ROs and stored at
underground reservoirs before
supplying it to the residents, the
chief minister said.

“While we have been trying
to convince our neighbouring
states to supply us more water,
we are also doing our best to
maximise Delhi’s potential to
produce water on its own.”

He added the government is

working on recharging ground-
water levels and recycling water
to make the state self-sufficient
to an extent. The Delhi govern-
ment has come up with a pro-
cess where it rejuvenates water
bodies with treated water to
recharge the water table.

“We treat water to the best
possible levels of purity, ie,
10:10 BOD:TSS and then pour
it out into lakes. This water
then percolates into the ground
and recharges the water table,”
Kejriwal said.

The government has taken
a step towards conserving and
recharging groundwater by con-
structing two lakes within the
premises of Pappankalan Sew-
age Treatment Plant Phase II.

These two lakes have a com-
bined area of 11 acres and a
holding capacity of 49 mil-
lion gallons (MG). The treated
effluent from the Phase-11 sew-
age treatment plant, which has
a biological oxygen demand
(BOD) of less than 10 mg/L
and conforms to the prescribed
norms, is used to recharge the
groundwater.
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KLIS: ‘MoS lying
through his teeth’
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Within five days of Telangana’s formation, Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao had requested the Prime Minister to
accord national status to the Kaleshwaram project.

STATE BUREAU

Rajanna-Sircilla

TS Planning Board Vice
Chairman B Vinod Kumar
came down heavily on
union Minister of State for
Jal Shakti Bishweswar Tudu
for making false statements
in Parliament stating that
the Telangana government
never asked for national sta-
tus for the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation project.
Vinod Kumar warned
that a privilege motion
would be moved in Parlia-
ment against Tudu if he
failed to correct his state-
ment. Speaking to reporters
here on Saturday, he said as
the Karimnagar MP, on July
20, 2018, he had requested
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Centre to ac-
cord national status to one
of the two projects —
Kaleshwaram and Pala-
muru-Rangareddy being
constructed on the Go-
davari and Krishna rivers,

respectively.  Informing
that his statement was there
in Parliament records, he
said the then Jal Shakti Min-
ister Nitin Gadkari stated
that the Centre would not
give national status to any
project in the country.
However, after Gadkari’s
statement, the Centre gave
national status to two proj-
ects — Ken-Betwariver link
project in Uttar Pradesh
and the Upper Bhadra proj-
ect in Karnataka — apart
from allocating Rs 45,000
crore and Rs 15,000 crore,
respectively. Within five
days of the formation of a
separate State, Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekhar Rao
made a representation to
the PM and other Central
Ministers requesting them
to accord national status for
the two projects. Former Ir-
rigation Minister T Harish
Rao had also handed over
representations a number
of times to the then Jal
Shakti Minister Uma Bharti.
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