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‘With water levels rising due
to heavy rains in the catch-
ment areas, a red alert was
issued in respect of 10 dams
in Kerala, two shutters of
Rakki dam here were
opened and pilgrimage to
Lord Ayyappa temple in
Sabarimala has been put on
hold for now, State Revenue
Minister K Rajan said on
Monday,

After a review meeting
held at the Pathanamthitta
District Collectorate here to
assess the situation, Rajan
and State Health Minister
Veena George said at a press
conference that it has been
decided to open the Kakki
dam to release around 100-
200 cumex water which
would increase the water
level of Pampa river by
around 15 centimetres,

They said the decision
was taken in view of the
water level in the dam in-
creasing beyond the danger
levels and also taking into
consideration the heavy
rainfall expected from Octo-
ber 20 which might worsen
the situation if some water is
not released now.

In view of the expected
wotsening of the weather
from Octobet 20 till Qctobet
24, according to IMD infor-
mation, they said it would
not be possible to permit pil-
grimage to the Lord
Ayyappa temple at Sabari-
mala for the Thula Masam
poojas for which the shrine
had been opened from Octo-
ber 16, The Ministers said
there is “no other option”
but to stop the pilgrimage
for now, as otherwise it
would be difficult to safely
rescue evetyone if water
levels in the nearby Pampa
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Red alert for 10 dams in Kerala

Decision taken due to water level in Kakki dam increasing; Sabarimala pilgrimage put on hold now

Vehicles move through a waterlogged road following incessant rainfall, at Changanassery Road, in
Kottayam, on Monday. — Photo: ANI

MHA ASSURES ALL HELP

NEW DELHI: Amid critical flood situation in Ker-
ala, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is
closely monitoring the situation and has assured
all possible assistance to the state administra-
tion from the Centre, the officials in the Ministry
said. The National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) has deployed 11 teams for rescue opera-
tions in the States while the relief teams of the
Indian Navy and Air force have also been de-
ployed for relief and rescue operations.

According to NDRF, one rescue team each has
been deployed at Mallapuram, Alappuzha,
Pathanamtritta, Kottayam, Palakkad and Kannur
and two teams in Idukki.The officials also said
that more teams have been kept on stand by and
will be deployed if needed by the State adminis-
tration. ians

river were to rise further

porarily, before the ex- Expert
In the wake of floed and rain

CHARDHAM YATRA
HALTED IN UKHAND

DEHRADUN: Three labourers
from Nepal died and two more
were injured as incessant
rains lashed Uttarakhand for
the second consecutive day
on Monday, prompting the au-
thorities to advise Chardham
pilgrims not to proceed to the
Himalayan temples till the
weather improves. The labour-
ers were staying in a tent at
Samkhal in Pauri district when
rubble flowing down from a
field above due to the rains
buried them alive, DM Vijay
Kumar Jogdande said. ru

committee

due to the heavy rains pre-
dicted from October 20.
They said the Kakki dam’s
two shutters were being
opened as part of the meas-
ures to normalise the situa-
tion onthe ground, while the
tains have subsided tem-

pected heavy downpour
from October 20.

They also said that prepa-
rations have been made to
evacuate or shift people liv-
ing along the banks of the
Pampa tiver to relief camps
set up in the district.

that have claimed 35 lives,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan said an expert commit-
tee would take decision to
open dams and that would
be conveyed to District Col-
lector, While chairing a

Flood like situation
in Tamil Nadu

CHENNAL: In view of rains in
catchment areas, 6,322
cusecs of water has been
released from the Palar
Anaicut and people must
stay away from River Palar
and bridges across it, Chen-
gelpet District Collector AR
Rahul Nadh said on Monday.

The water released from
the anaicut in Ranipet dis-
trict is expected toreach
the Chengelpet district soon
and considering the down-
pour, thereis a likelihood of
more inflows, the official
said in a statement. Hence,
people should not use
bridges or utilise the river
for any other purpose. eri

MORE RAINS LIKELY
IN MP, 1 DEAD

BHOPAL: Most parts of
Madhya Pradesh received
rains in the last 24 hours
and Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan also post-
poned his campaign tour
to Khandwa, for the up-
coming Lok Sabha bypoll
there, due to the rough
weather. One person has
died due to lightning
strike in Rajgarh district .
Almost the entire State
received post-monsoon
showers in the 24-hour
period. p1i

meeting of high-level offi-
cials to discuss the flood sit-
uation, Vijayan said: “At the
moment, 184 relief camps
havebeen set up in which all
essential items are there.
Apart from the government
departments local commu-
nity also can chip in.”
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ver 75% Of Households Have
Piped Drinking Water In Delhi

Bottled Water WHERE THEY STAND

Use Doubles In
6 Yrs: Survey

AlokKNMishra@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The number of ho-
useholds using bottled water as
the principal source for drin-
king purposes has more than
doubled between 2012 and 2018
even thoughthe coverage of wa-
ter pipelines to households has
increased from 69.4% to 76%. In
non-notified slums, around 44%
of households use bottled water
fordrinking purposes.

This was revealed thro-
ugh a sample survey done by
Directorate of Economics
and Statistics of Delhi go-
vernment between July and
December 2018. While aro-
und 76% of households used
piped water, 7.5% used tube-
wells, 7% bottled water, 3.8%
publictaps, 3.3% tankersand
0.1% were dependent upon
private tankers.

Drinking water packaged
in bottles, jars, pouches and
othercontainers weresold by
different brands. Non-bran-
ded bottled water was alsoav-
ailable, Generally; this packa-
ged drinking water meets
certain safety standards.

The release of the report
was delayed because after the
samples werecollected, compa-
rison of multiple parameters
was required at the national le-
vel. Later, the Covid-19 pande-
mic contributed to the delay

Anofficial whowasapartof
the survey said many house-
holds with piped drinking wa-
ter connections were also fo-
und using bottled water for
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drinking purposes over con-
cerns of purity “Tap water,
well water; etc kept by house-
holds in bottlesfor convenience
was not treated as bottled drin-
kingwater,” added theofficial.

Many households werestill
dependent on tankers for drin-
king water despite a growth in
the pipeline network. The is-

sue of tankers has been fuel-
ling politics in the capital fora
long time. It's not uncommon
to find people scampering to
get water from tankers, especi-
ally during summer.

Only 58.8% of households
used electric purifiers and
29.4% did not use any treat-
ment for drinking water. Near-

1y10% of households used non-
electric purifiers, 0.9% used
the boiling method and 0.1%

were connected to the piped se-
wer system, 28.5% were using
septictanks,0.4% hada “flushto
elsewhere” system, and 0.1% did
not have access to any lafrine.

Times View

f44%inslumsaredrinking

bottled water, itis not
because they want to but
because they have noother
option. The government must
investin providing safe
drinking waterto the city’s
disadvantaged.

However, onall parameters, Del-
hi wasfarahead of the country.

As alarge number of hou-
seholds used septic tanks, it
indicated that many areas, in-
cluding unauthorised ones,
were yet to be connected to the
piped sewer system. The fin-
dingsalsoindicated that Delhi
was yet to completely elimina-
te open defecation. f

An official said the survey
on housing conditions was ai-
med to portray several
aspects, including infrastruc-
ture facilities like electricity;
bathroom, drinking water, se-
werage, drainage, garbage
disposal, ventilation, among
others. A reference period of
365 days was used for house-
hold characteristies, living fa-
cilities, micro-environment,
general particulars, etc. Ho-
wever, for items like rent, con-
sumer expenditure, etc, there-
ference period was 30 days.

While 69.5% of dwelling
units were self-owned, 27.6%
were rented. The average flo-
orarea of dwelling units was
oL7 sqm and the average
monthly rent was Rs 5,317.
The average floor area of
dwelling units in the country
was 46.4 sqm and the average
monthly rent was Rs 3,056.

It is expected that the sur-
vey findings would be useful
for planners, policymakers
andresearchers.
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Extended monsoon destructive

t was snowing in Badrinath on Monday even as the rain was pelting down

in Uttarakhand. Traverse the length of the country to the south of the

peninsula and go to Kerala which has been hit so hard by rain that horrif-
ic images of a house toppling into flood water, landslides and vast areas being
inundated have emerged. If we accept what the weathermen and the
researchers are saying, 2021 is just a normal monsoon yvear which is living up
to predictions on the amount of rainfall. But, in its extended avatar as the
cyclones are delaying its retreat and as cooling of the subcontinent that facili-
tates its withdrawal is slower thanks to high temperatures on the perlpher:.' in
Pakistan and Afghanistan. the Indian monsoon is devastating micro areas
with very heavy rainfall.

There is no scientific word vet whether all this is owed to climate change or
just vagaries of nature. In fact, in the last five vears the onset and withdrawal
for the monsoon season have varied widely, leading to such freak phenomena
as Delhi getting record rainfall for the month of October in 61 years. However,
destruction by rain and fresh water floods in “god’s own country™ Kerala is a
yearly occurrence now. This season's double whammy of an extended mon-
soon and depressions over the Arabian Sea has led to a perfect storm that has
ruined normal life in many districts.

There is none to blame except the changing climatic patterns. Truth to tell,
monsoon preparations and emergency evacuation and relief procedures have
been streamlined over the vears by State governments invested with the oner-
ous task of protecting the most vulnerable. The rescue and relief teams of the
dedicated force, NDRF and those of armed forces, which always lend a hand in
times of emergency, have all been working overtime. As man battles nature,
after having offended her in every which way, the fear is something is amiss
and we can't get to the nub of it and tend to blame evervthing on climate
change triggered by global warming. The pity is the poorest invariably suffer
the most,



DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCT. 18

With the water level in the
catchment areas rising
alarmingly due to heavy
rains in Kerala over the
last three days, the Kerala
State Electricity Board
and Irrigation
Department has sounded
a red alert for 10 dams.

At a high level emer-
gency meeting here on
Monday, chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said that
an expert panel would be
constituted in the state
which would take a call on
opening the shutters of
the dams which are on
high alert. The expert
committee will monitor
and inspect the water level
in the reservoirs at regu-
lar intervals before taking
a decision on opening the
shutters. Those living
downstream of dam reser-
voirs have been asked to
shift to relief camps.
Besides, families living in
landslide prone areas too
have been asked to move
to safer places.

Against the full reser-
voir level of 2,403 feet at
the Idukki dam, the water
level on Monday was
recorded at 2,397 feet war-
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Red alert sounded
for 10 dams in Kerala

Death toll due to heavy rains and landslides rises to 25

HEAVY RAINS LASH SEVERAL PARTS
OF INDIA, 5 KILLED IN U’KHAND

New Delhi, Oct. 18:
Heavy rains on Monday
lashed several parts of
north India, including
Uttarakhand, where five
people were Killed in rain-
related incidents.

In Delhi, October this
vear has been the wettest
since 1960, when the city
had recorded 93.4 mm of
rainfall, according to data
shared by the India
Meteorological

Department.

Heavy rainfall also
lashed several parts of
Rajasthan, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,

Harvana, Madhva Pra-
desh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and
Telangana.

Due to heavy downpour,
Madhya Pradesh Chiefl
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan postponed his
campaign tour, - PTI

ranting an orange alert.

Irrigation minister
Roshy Augustine said that
the authorities are keep-
ing a close watch on the
water level and would take
necessary steps as and
when required.

The red alert has been
sounded for the following
dams; Kallarkutty (Idu-
kki), Kundala (Idukki),
Sholayar (Thrissur),
Moozhivar (Patha-
namthitta) Lower Perivar
(Idukki), Peringalkuthu
(Thrissur), Irattar (Idu-
kki), Ponmudi (Idukki),
Pampa (Pathanamthitta)
and Mattupetty (Idukki).

Though there was some
respite from the heavy
rains in many districts,
people affected by land-
slides triggered by the
incessant rains are strug-
gling to cope with the situ-
ation in relief camps.

Over 200 relief camps
have been opened in vari-
ous places across the state
to lodge affected families.

Meanwhile, the death
toll in the heavy rains and
landslides rose to 25 on
Monday

Kottayam reported the
most deaths with 13 casu-
alties, Idukki 10 and
Thiruvananthapuram and

Kozhikode one each .

Travel ban has been
extended in Idukki dis-
trict which continued to
receive moderate rainfall.

With the IMD predicting
moderate to heavy rainfall
in Kerala till Friday, the
government has directed
all departments to take
steps to meet any emer-
gency.

Yellow alert has been
sounded in the following
districts for October 20;
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Pathanamthitta,

Kottayam, Ernakulam,
Idukki, Thrissur,
Palakkad, Malappuram,

Kozhikode and Wayvanad.
October 21;

Thiruvananthapuram,

Kollam, Pathanamthitta,

Alappuzha. KOttayam,
Ernakulam, Idukki,
Thrissur, Palakkad,

Malappuram, Kozhikode
and Wayanad.

With the weather likely
to worsen later this week
as per IMD prediction, the
government has decided
not to permit pilgrims to
trek to Sabarimala hill
shrine, Those who have
already reached the state
for the Sabarimala Thula
Masa puja have been
advised to return at the
earliest,



GIJI K. RAMAN
IDUEKI

With the water in the Idukki
reservoir approaching the
red alert level and the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) predicting heavy rain-
fall from Wednesday, author-
ities have decided to open
two shutters of the Cheruth-
oni dam of the reservoir at 11
a.m. on Tuesday.

At a high-level meeting ad-
dressed by Water Resources
Minister Roshy Augustine at
the Collectorate on Monday,
it was decided to open the
two shutters by 50 cm to re-
lease 100 cumecs of water.

Water level

The water level at 5 p.m. on
Monday was 2,397.44 ft whe-
reas the red alert level is
2,397.86 ft. The full reservoir
level of the Idukki dam is
2,403 ft. Though power gen-
eration was raised to 13.61
million units (mu), the water
level of the reservoir kept ris-
ing despite less rainfall on
Monday.

Two shutters of the Eda-
malayar dam will also be
raised by 80 cm at 6 a.m. on
Tuesday to release 100 cu-
mecs. The present water le-
vel at the dam is 165.45
metres. The maximum level
is 169 metres and red alert is
issued when the level goes
above 166.80 metres.

It was decided to open the
Edamalayar dam shutters, in
the downstream of the Iduk-
ki dam, earlier to avoid a
surge in the water level in
the Periyar river, according
to Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB) sources.

The district administra-
tion has started preparations

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 19- October-2021

Cheruthoni shutters to be up at 11 a.m.

Decision follows water approaching red alert level, heavy rainfall warning

Water Resources Minister Roshy Augustine observes the
water level in the Idukki reservoir at Cheruthoni on Monday.

for evacuating 64 families in
five villages living close to
the Periyar. Schools and oth-
er buildings scheduled to
function as rehabilitation
centres have been taken ov-
er. The District Collector has
issued directives to the pol-

ice and revenue officials to
inform the public and attach
notices on houses likely to
be affected by floodwaters.
People should not bathe in
the river or fish there when
the dam shutters are
opened.

A meeting at the Aluva
guest house led by Indus-
tries Minister P. Rajeeve dis-
cussed the steps to be taken
in the event of water reach-
ing the low-lying areas of Er-
nakulam district. He direct-
ed the Irrigation Department
to remove blocks to the
smooth flow of water. He al-
so sought the support of fish-
ermen and NGOs in damage-
control measures.

The Idukki dam shutters
were last opened in 2018, re-
sulting in large-scale des-
truction in Idukki and Ernak-
ulam districts. There were
allegations that the shutters
were opened without proper
preparation and the Central
Water Commission fixed a
new rule curve level to avoid
sudden releasing of a high
volume of water.
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Panel to regulate water release

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala Government has
constituted an expert com-
mittee to regulate the re-
lease of water from 81 dams
straddling swollen rivers.
The hydroelectric, irriga-
tion and drinking water
dams in the State are de-
cades old and designed in a
pre-climate-change era.
Climatologists, structural
engineers, and hydrologists
are on the committee to help
the administration manage
dams during extreme weath-
er.

The committee will pri-
marily regulate the opening
and closing of spillways.

Principal task

Its principal task is to ensure
that the heavy inflow from
catchment areas during hea-
vy rain does not strain the
structural integrity of the le-
vees.

Moreover, the committee
will regulate the discharge of
dam water to ensure that the
outflow does not inundate
villages, towns, homes,
roads, population centres
and farmlands downstream.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan has said the committee
will gauge the quantum of
water in dams and formulate
long-term management
plans. It will modulate the
discharge of excess inflow to
prevent downstream flood-
ing.

The committee will warn
District Collectors about the
opening of spillways well in
advance.

The district administra-
tion will alert people and
evacuate them to higher
grounds or relief camps as
required.

Hindustan Times- 19- October-2021
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Rajni Kant Agrawal takes over as
CMD, WAPCOS & NPCC
Rajni Kant Agrawal

ook over as CMD,

WAPCOS & NPCC
(A subsidiary
WAPCOS), Govem-
ment of India Enter-

of

prises under the Department of
Water Resources, River Develop-
ment & (Ganga Rejuvenation, Un-
ion Ministry of Jal Shakti. Prior
to this, he was working as Chief
Executive Director, WAPCOS.
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‘About 44% people in Delhi slums depend on
bottled water, 76% homes have piped water’

NEW DELHI: Nearly 44 per
cent residents of Delhi slums
depend on bottled water for
drinking purposes, while
around 76 per cent of house-
holds in the city have piped
water connections, revealed a
report based on a survey by the
Delhi government.

It also showed that 71 per
cent of household dwellings
were connected to the piped
sewer system and 28.5 per cent
were using the “flush to septic
tank’ system.

The report was based on the
results of the State Sample of
76th national sample survey
on ‘Drinking Water, Sanitation,
Hygiene and Housing Condi-
tion' carried out by the Director-

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

ate of Economics and Statistics
of the Delhi government. The
report was delayed first due to
the assembly polls in Delhi in
2020 and later due to the Covid
pandemic, officials said.

The report prepared by the
Data Processing and Analysis
Unit of the directorate showed
76 per cent dwellings had piped
water supply, 7.5 per cent used
tube wells and seven per cent

bottled water while 3.8 per cent
used public tap and 3.3 per cent
depended on water tankers.

‘The number of households
using bottled water as the pri-
mary source of drinking water
doubled between 2012 and
2018. In slums, around 44 per
cent of households used bottled
water for drinking purposes,
according to the survey.

For sampling purposes, the

survey was spread over 210 first
stage units (36 villages and 174
urban framework survey blocks)
covering 2,502 households (432
in rural areas and 2,070 in urban
areas. It enumerated 10,986 peo-
ple (2,083 in rural areas and
8,903 urban areas).

There was negligible use of
hand pumps in Delhi whereas
atall India level, maximum 30.5
per cent households used it as
a principal source of drinking
water. In Delhi, 91.1 per cent of
the households had sufficient
drinking water throughout the
year (80.7 per cent in rural areas
and 91.3 per cent in urban areas)
that was higher than 88.7 per
cent at all India level, the report
added. AGENCIES
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Dam managemen
blamed amid floo

eaths in

Kerala

No lessons learnt from 2018, say critics; state govt claims
adequate steps taken with evacuation and red alerts

People from flood-affected areas being shifted to safer places in Alappuzha on Sunday. So far,
at least 35 people have lost their lives to floods and landslides in the state

SHINE JACOB
Chennal, 18 October

tal experts are pointing fingers at poor

dam management in Kerala, where at
least 35 people have lost their lives to floods
and landslides.

Poor dam management was viewed as a
major reason for the catastrophic 2018 floods
in the state that led to losses of around ¥50,000
crore and claimed 483 lives. On Monday,
Idukki MP Dean Kuriakose asked the govern-
ment to empty the water in the Idukki Dam,
the state’s largest, before the next shower that
is expected in three to four days.

State water resources minister Roshy
Augustine said the government was

The political opposition and environmen-

that the governments at the Centre and state
had not learned from the mistakes of 2018, “They
should not wait till the last moment or red alerts
torelease water from the dams, especially when
you are aware that more rains are coming.
Besides, although some data on water levels in
Kerala dams are available to the public, there is
no accountability,” he told Business Standard.
Leader of Opposition ¥V D Satheesan, too, has
accused the state of not acting, despite warnings
from the Indian Meteorological Department.
Kerala has received 445 mm rainfall in
October so far, around 140 per cent higher
than the 184 mm at the corresponding time
last year. Heavy rainfall is expected later this
week due to a fresh spell of easterly winds
from the Bay of Bengal.
R Ramkumar, a member of the

taking adequate measures, issuing I(era_la Tras state planning board in charge of
alerts and leading evacuation, taking received 445 mm flood control, said that the state was
a cue from 2018 Red alerts were Bai"f:" in a following protocols defined by the
issued in at least 10 dams on Monday. “C;Dp:rr'c:nr:“" Central Water Commission. “We are

The government has said that it may
open the Idukki Dam soon.

This yvear, Idukki and Kottayam
— with nine and 13 deaths, respec-
tively — are the worst affected dis-
tricts facing floods, landslides and
related incidents.

As of Sunday, the water inflow to
the top 16 dams in Kerala was at
3,790.35 million units (MU), at least 3 per cent
higher than 3,682.5 MU during the same time
last year. According to the Central Water
Commission, Kerala has around 61 dams, more
than 30 of which are operated by the Kerala
State Electricity Board and the rest by the irri-
gation department.

In 2018, both entities faced allegations of
prioritising using water for electricity and irri-
gation rather than flood control.

Himanshu Thakkar, coordinator of the South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers and People, said

higher than the
184 mm at the
corresponding
time last year.
Heavy rainfall is
expected later
this week

following strict protocol for dam
management. In 2018, since it was
the first time, we might have had
some confusion. Now, before open-
ing dams we alert people when the
water will reach the downstream
and also release water in a limited
way," he said.

The recent floods in Kerala and
Assam are yvet another example of climate
extreme anomalies ravaging lives and liveli-
hoods, according to Abinash Mohanty, pro-
gramme lead of the think tank, Council on
Energy, Environment and Water.

“There hasbeen a four-fold increase in floods
and a two-fold increase in landslide events in
Kerala in recent decades. Unsustainable land-
scape planning in the Western Ghats has led to
42 per cent loss in wetlands and forests, among
others, thereby intensifying these climate
extremes,” he added.
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