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Project to recharge groundwater

- UN

in capital begins showing results

The 25-acre reservoir was created along the floodplains at Palla. The project, meant to capture excess water from the
Yamuna with the long-term intention of recharging the groundwater table, was launched as a 3-yr pilot scheme in 2019

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JULY 31

A PROJECT meant to recharge
the groundwater table has be-
gun to bear fruit, with floodwa-
ter from the Yamuna fillingup a
25-acre reservoir created along
the floodplains at Palla.

Water began toenter the ar-
tificial pond on July 23, after
rain and subsequent discharge
of water from the Hathnikund
barrage in Haryana, officials as-
sociated with the project said.
With more rain and excess dis-
charge from the barrage over
the past few days, the reservoir
is now nearly full, with water
extending till itsembankments,
they said.

The project, meant to capture

excess water from the Yamuna
with the long-term intention of
recharging the groundwater
table, was launched as a three-
year pilot scheme in 2019 and is
now in its final year.

Soon after the idea was ap-
proved by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT)in 2019, the pilot
project wasinitiated on40 acres
of land at Sungherpur village,
near Palla. Of this, 30 acres of
land was taken on a three-year
lease from farmers in the area,
while the remaining 10 acres be-
long to the gram sabha.

Anetworkof 33 piezometers
were installed in and around the
floodplains to determine the im-
pact of the reservoir on the
groundwater level. A piezome-
ter is a device that can measure
the depth of groundwater.

In 2019, arise of 1 to 1.3 me-
tres was observed in groundwa-
ter levels, an official of the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department said. In 2020, the
piezometers recorded a rise of
0.5 to 2 metres of groundwater,
the official said.

In 2019, the discharge from
the Hathnikund barrage stood at
a high of over 8 lakh cusecs,
while last year,a continuous dis-
charge of around 36,000 cusecs
foraround six hours had ensured
flow of water into the reservoir.

This year, over 1,56,000
cusecs of water was released on
Wednesday and the figure re-
mained at over 1 lakh for a few
hours, which filled up the lake,
the official added.

The Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, which is

implementing the project, will
submit a report on the project to
the Principal Committee ap-
pointed by the NGT, after the
monsoon season ends this year.

Once it has been reviewed
and approved by the Tribunal,
the project is likely to be ex-
tended to around 1,200 acres
along the floodplains from Palla
to Wazirabad, officials said.

The Delhi government will
have to decide whether to ac-
quire the remainingland or take
iton lease.

The average depth of the
reservoir is around 1.75 metres.
If the project is extended beyond
its pilot phase, the Delhi Jal Board
plans on installing tubewells in
the area to tap the groundwater
for drinking purposes, the offi-
cial said.
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ORDER TO RELEASE WATER
FROM METTUR DAM

Chennai: The Tamil Nadu government on
Saturday ordered the release of water
from Mettur dam. According to a press

release, the government has ordered the

release of water from the east and west
canals of the Mettur dam, to enable the
irrigation of 27,000 acres and 18,000
acres respectively, from August 1to
December 15. Through this, farmers in
Salem, Erode and Namakkal district
would benefit. Release of water from the
Pullambadi and New Kattalai canals
would benefit a total of 42,736 acres in
Delta districts. ENS
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Mekedatu our right, not concerned
about TN BJP protest: K'taka CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

KARNATAKA Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on Satur-
day maintained that the State
will get the Union govern-
ment’s approval and go ahead
with the Mekedatu balancing
reservoir-cum-drinking water
project across the Cauvery riv-
er at any cost.

His statement comes in the
wake of BJP’s Tamil Nadu unit
president and former IPS of-
ficer K Annamalai announcing
that the party will hold a one-
day hunger protest on August 5

at Thanjavur in the Cauvery
delta against Karnataka'’s deci-
sion to go ahead with the
project.

Speaking to reporters on the
second day of his Delhi
visit after taking charge
as the Chief Minister,

I

project “no matter who stops
eating or drinking” pointing
out that it was “not his con-
cern”. “My only concern is get-
ting sufficient drinking water
(for Karnataka). Meke-

datu project is our right.

We will not step back

Bommai said the State from implementing it,”
government has pre- the Chief Minister
pared a detailed project added.

report on the Mekedatu Meanwhile, the Oppo-

project and submitted it
to the Central government for
its approval.

Reacting to Annamalai’s
threat, Bommai said Karnata-
ka will go ahead with the

sition Congress in Karna-
taka has urged the State gov-
ernment to immediately start
work on the proposed Meke-

datu project.
CONTINUED ON: P5
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Yamuna water level recedes,
flowing below danger mark

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI JULY 31

Delhi administration
breathe a sigh of relief
after the capital’s river,
Yamuna, which had
breached the danger mark
a day before, saw receded
water level, below the dan-
ger mark of 205.33, on
Saturday morning.

In a cumulative effort,
the authorities had come
together to evacuate people
living in the area of
Yamuna river floodplains,
on Friday afer heavy rains
were recorded in the catch-
ment area, in eastern part
of delhi.

The water level was
recorded at 205.01 metres

at the Old Railway Bridge
at 8 am. It was 205.44
metres at 1 am and 205.20
metres at 6 am, an official
said.

On Friday, with Haryana
discharging more water
into the river from the
Hathnikund Barrage, the
Delhi Police and the East
Delhi district administra-
tion started evacuating
people living on the flood-
plains of the Yamuna in
the capital.

The Irrigation and Flood
Control Department
deployed 13 boats in differ-
ent areas and put 21 others
on standby. A flood alert is
declared when the Yamuna
crosses the “warning
mark™ of 204.50 metres.

The situation is being mon-
itored round-the-clock, a
district administration
official said. According to
the Delhi flood control
room, the discharge rate at
the Hathnikund Barrage
peaked to 1.60 lakh cusecs
on Tuesday afternoon, the
highest this year so far.

The water discharged
from the barrage normally
takes two to three days to
reach the capital.

Haryana had been releas-
ing water from the
Yumananagar-located bar-
rage at the rate of 37,109
cusecs at 8 pm on Friday, it
increased to 45,180 at 1 am
on Saturday, which result-
ed in the water level reach-
ing 205.44.
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