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Mumbai: The BMC has
drawn out a4 Rz & crore
plan for rejuvenating two
lnkes in Malad. The larger
plan, however, s to bmiprovs
the conditlon of all the 18
lakes that the BMC's P-Morth
ward boasis off, bt are
itk knawn.

ficinls said that o hes
ginwith, the civic body plans
io first start with improving
the condition of two water
bodies, namely Shantaram
Talas and Posarl Talao. The
plan will incdude croating a
promemade with pramd en-
trance bothe talan, creatinga
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BMC plans Z6cr facelift for 2 Malad lakes, clean-up for 16 others

PROMENADE, SPACE FOR YOGA ALSO ON CARDS

Actions required:

= Creating a promenade witha  which can be used as ayoga  perature i some areas
grand entrance to the talao ared or picnic spot = Potential o incorporate
= Meed for a secluded space = Gareho to maintain terme  planters on division walls

secluded space that coubd be  apicnic spot, green gaeebo o
us=ed for yoga activiticsoras help maintain the temper-  leverdecks

adure in the space and canti-

Civie alfclals aald water
quality tests will e carried
out as well w0 chalk owt a
eourae of sctbon o improve
its  ocondition. Besides, a
study af the existing green
cover around the lakes will
also be token up to under.

FOR A BETTER

& i

MUMBAI

siomdl the proportion of na-
tive and exotic species. [nthe
case of Pozard Talao, on the
front edge of it, eaterbes are
planned o Increase foollalls
il res e,

Further, to give greater

memsEntum o the project,
the BMC will frst start by
cleaning all the 10 lakes un-
der its “Majhi  Muombai
Swachh Mumbai® campaign
wherein  floating  material
in the water body would be
rearnal

& BMC alliclal sald, “Toe
DegEin with the clesning peoe-
g al (helakes s, we wand
b Bring in community par
ticipation info the project.
This will imcreaseawareness
about these water bodies
which have been neglected
aver the years.”

BJF Formeer corporator
fromn Malsd Vienod hMishra
s il dhat b Octolwer this vear
b wrote to the Mumbai sub

urban  guardian  minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha me
questing him fo dirssl s
lakes in Malad, which are
currently under the Collec
tor, to be handed over to the
BMC for beautification

"1 howe boon pursuing
this malier sinee 2018
hakad boasts of many Llakes,
Bt thaeir comdition has defe-
rioraded. o far only twa
laikees hanve heen handed over
te the BMC — Shantaram
Talao ond Lotus Lake — and
in the same manner the re-
maining 16 should also be
handed over. The BMC can
Peantily these lakes ina way
that il san beoome a Hurist
attraction,” said Mishr,
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Bommai meets Union min,
discusses water projects

hief minister Basavaraj Bommai on Wednes-

day met Union Jal Shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekawat and discussed critical water re-
sources projects including the upper Krishna
project (UKP) lll stage, the upper Bhadra project
(UBP), Kalasa-Banduri, and Mekedatu balancing
reservoir projects. State water resources minister
Govind Karjol said Shekawat gave the Karnataka
team a patient hearing. “We made a strong case
before the Union Jal Shakti minister and tried to
convince him of Karnataka's rights in Kalasa-
Banduri and Mekedatu projects,” said Karjol. He
said discussions were held on the UKP project
hearing which is scheduled to come up before the
Supreme Court on December 6. Bommai is said to
have sought speedy clearances for the projects
from the ministry and help in securing clearances
from the ministry of environment and forests.
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HC: Waste plantland
near Beas unsuitable

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 30
The Himachal Pradesh High
Court has restrained the
state authorities from con-
structing a solid waste man-
agement plant near the Beas
at Bhuntar in Kullu district.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Justice Sabina and Jus-
tice Sushil Kukreja passed
the order on a petition that
stated that of 11 bighas allot-
ted to the Market Commit-
tee, Bhuntar, 1.25 bighas
were sought for the con-
struction of a solid waste

management plant.
It was contended in the
petition that the Iland

sought for the plant was
adjacent to borewells of the
Jal Shakti Vibhag and the
Beas. It was requested that
land allotment for the plant
was liable to be cancelled on
these grounds.

It was further brought to
the notice of the court that
as the proposed site was
located near the Beas as
well the irrigation and
drinking water scheme of
the Jal Shakti Vibhag, in
case mixed solid waste was
handled at the site, there
would be chances of con-

WHAT PETITION SAYS

The solid and liquid waste at
the site will require to be sci-
entifically managed. There
will be chances of a foul smell
spreading in the vicinity.

tamination of  ground
water/existing borewells of
the Jal Shakti Vibhag and
the Beas. The solid and lig-
uid waste at the site would
require to be scientifically
managed. There would be
chances of a foul smell
spreading in the vicinity.

While allowing the peti-
tion, the court observed,
“Keeping in view the fact
that the site proposed for the
solid waste management
plant is near the drinking
water scheme of the Jal
Shakti Vibhag as well as
drinking water borewells, we
are of the considered opinion
that it is not suitable. Drink-
ing water will get contami-
nated, which will lead to
health hazards instead of
solving any problem.”

However, the court clari-
fied that the authorities can
locate some other suitable
place for the plant consider-
ing the needs of the people of
the locality.
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This global water audit
should not gather dust

The WM has issteed a report on waler resoarees hat can guide global clivate adapfation

el fieclge conwntries with glaring erisis fotspots, fife Tndi end Palistan, fo tafe action

nexpert estimation as well as the popular
imagination, we must hrace fora water
crisis as the fumes we emit warmup the
waorkd, Adapting toclimate change, thas,
requires us to track global water resources.
The redease this week ofa report on Chese
by thee Geeneva-hased World Meteorological
Organization (W MO, the lirst audii of its kind,
tells us how we are placed, Or, rather, how pre-
cariously so. The report offersan overview of
river-flow volumes, apart from major foods
and droughts, and alsoidentifies *hotspots” of
change in freshwater storage, with our cryo-
sphere of snow and ice inthe spotlight for its
vulnerability to melting in the global heat-trap
created by our gas emissions, Since shrunken
probiar caps and rising sea levels have been
familiar tropes, last year's data might seem a bit
ot of place at first glance. In 2020, large parts
of the planet were unuswally diy, according to
the report, Some of this can be pinned on La
MNina, an oddity that pops up every few years to
disrupi wind and rain patterns, but is largely an
outcome of glohal warming, whose depriva
ticns of water could get extremely severe as we
goalong, For couniries like India, too little
water could turm out to be a bigger worry than
toso e of it over the next few decades,
Indeed, interms of the multitudes foed with
water searcity, this can be considered the great
big threat, Asof now, the WO says 3.6 billion
people have insulficient aeeess to water forat
least one month per year, a figure projected o
exoeed 5 billion by 2050, This means that
more than three people would be shortof
water forevery person at risk of floods by that
point. Little wonder that CoP-27 heeld at Sharm
el-Sheikh, Egvpt, urged governments to place
high-priority emphasis on tackling dre-ups as

part of their climate adaptation plans. While
the WM admiis possible gapsinits water
mapging, given its patchy access 1o verified
hydrological datato validate what it gleaned
from remotely sensed and modelled readings,
it has enough data-points to present a blealk
picture, African rivers saw weaker stream-flow
last year, with the Niger, Volta, Nile and Congo
all affected, with a similar squeess seen in parts
of Hussia, west Siberia and Central Asia, while
above-usual discharge was observed insouth-
ern Africa’s Zambezi and Orange rivers, as also
aclutchof American, Chineseand north
Indian rivers, with basins of the latter two par-
ticularly prone to Qoods, Meanwhile, mintall
deficiency cast its ghoom in Ethiopia, Renya
and Somalia last vear, India did notsuMer
much dryness, but monseon coverage going
awry could vet prove painful in time to come,
The scarcity dashboard that we must watch
closely Is that ol terrestrial water storage {i.e,
om the land’s surface and just under it). Last
vear'sdata clubs north India and Pakistan
among the regions marked as“below normal”
in comparison with their 2002- 2020 average,
with a vast zone of severe groundwater deple-
tion common to both, The Gangetic and Indus
gystems also feature on the WMO's "hotspaot”
list of rapid deterioration. Both originate in the
Himalayas, but differ in theireryosphe e aut -
loosks: the former system's flow is fied mostly by
riin and far less by ice-melt, which spells bath
less scope for warming-led river spates in the
Future and a lower likelihood of thinning out.
O course, we have our own water audits, but
thie WM has given us awelcome wider view,
lits new report should push us to rescue the
subeontinent’s northern water table, #ven
engage Islamabad inagua talks to thatend.




ANIL SWARUP

After two-
three years

of concerted
efforts, the
women agreed
not to exploit
broad-leaf trees
for firewood,
and decided
to support

the Forest
Department
instead
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Twin solutions

A bunch of youth in Sitlakhet mobilised local women by collaborating with
authorities to solve the interlinked problems of water scarcity and forest fires

ater  scarcity

and forest fires

are quite com-

mon in hilly
tracts of the country and, iron-
ically, these two problems are
linked but unaddressed. Here
followws the story of & group of
enlightened youngsters who
attemypted to address these
issues and succeeded,

T the summer of 2003-04,
the How of water in the Kosl
River, which is also known as
the lifeline of Almora city, had
recuced from its rormal flow
of 1,400 litres per second to 95
litres per second. Due to the
decrease in the water level, the
water pumps stopped work-
ing — disrupting the supply of
water from Kosi River to the
city. Almoea was in turmaoil due
tes non-supply of wader for three
days. A similar crisis was expe-
rienced in the Syahi Devi Sit-
lakhet reserve forest area, 30
km from the city, Disturbed
by this unprecedented water
crisis, somne youth of the area
— Gajendra Pathak, Girish
Chandra Sharma, Ganesh
Pathak, Harish Bisht, Ramesh
Bhandari, Kailash Math, Late
Prakash Pathak, Late Plyush
Chand, Lalit Bisht, Puran Singll
Nn,-g:i, T}hir:[j Melertolia, Girish
Ram, Bhola Ram etc, — tried
to find the cause of water crisis
by forming Shyahi Devi Vikas
Manch, Sitlakhet,

The forum members found
thiat;

+ In the absence of any
Kind of proper alternative,
uncontrolled exploitation
of broad-leafl trees of silver
ok, rhododendron, alnus,
myrics etc, was being done
fear firewood and agricul-
fural use

« ‘The borest was catching fire
every surmmer, which was a
big cause af concern. Due
o inaccessible geographi-
cal conditions, and limited
resources and staff; com-
plete control over forest fire

The swcoesstul incorparation ef locol womzn fowords menaging forest fires
LTy d

h INAGE DDRRTESE CEEW

is @ shining ple of
was not possible for the for-
est department.

o As water sources are found
only in mixed forests in
mounbinous areas, due o
uncontrolled and wnscien-
tific exploitation of these
mixed forests, the water
level in the waler sources
wis decreasing,

After identifying the cause,
the Manch, along with the
Farest Department, decided
to kaunch the Save Jungle-Save
Water campaign,

The members of the forum,
alung with the Forest rkp:lri-
ment employees Roop Singh
and Ranjit Singh, came together
with woren from the villages
of Salla Rawtela, Maula, Matila,
Dhamas, Bhakar, Kharks, Sur,
Gadsari, Padula, Barsila, Sadka,
Chhidriva, Harda, Patalia, etc.
ancl erganized awareness semi-
mars 1o save broad-leal species
af trees,

Affier two-three years of
concerted efforts, the women
agreed not 1o explodt broad-
|¢al'- trees !':;r ﬁmw::n-d.. and
decided to support the For-
est Department in taking care
of forest fires by extinguish-
ing and dearing oak leaves
from the paths. In 2002, Shri
Kuber Chand, a conscientious
forest beat officer appointed
in the Sitlakhet section, played

an Important role in connect-
frg the women of the area to
the Save Jungle-Sawve Water
cempaign.

Taking the increasing
AWATETHESS QMO Women info
consideration, the forum con-
wened a meeting of all women
al the Shyahi Devi termple on
the day of Ramnavami in 205
and unanimously passed the
resolution of dedicating the
frrest of Syahi Devi Sitlakhet
to the Goddess Shyahi Devi
frr the coming five years, The
comndition of the forests started
ir.|1‘|rr|:;rvi11g l'."ll:liiﬂ}' after thiz
dacision, Al the same time,
the Forest Departinent started
making rain water harvesting
structures in this area on the
dermand rised by the forum.

The forest began 1o revive
through ANE (Assisted Matu-
ril Regeneration) - supgort-
ing the Forest 1o regenerate
b reducing use of broad-leaf
species trees for firewood and
checking the incidence of for-
et fires, Continuing the aware-
(] r_'ﬂmpuign. the forum, in
callaboration sith the Forest
Department, organized aware-
eSS SEMINATS eVery year on
the occasion of Ram Navami!
World Environment Day. In
ong such awareness seminar in
2009, the then Divisional Forest
Cifficer 5K Banerjee announced

that if the forest of Sitlakhet
area did not catch fire next year,
then each Gram Sabha would
e ghven a reward of Bs 5000,

The forum and Mahila
Mangal teams took the chal-
lenge and kept cleaning the
paths continwously through-
out the year — with the help
from local emy e af the
Forest Diepartment: if there was
any Incident of fire, it was con-
tralled within the first half houe
itself. There was no major inc-
dent of forest fire in the year.
Banerjee kept his promise and
gave Rs 5,000 as a reward to 10
Geram Sabhas of the area.

Parallelly, there was a con-
stant demand raised by the
farmers to find an alterma-
tive for the manufacturing of
wooden ploughs to save the
oak trees as wood from the
trees was wsed for making their
ploughs. This forest of Syahi
Devi-Sitlakhet area happened
1o be the main souree of wond
for the agriculiural equipment
of the farmers of the nearby
villages.

I 2012, Vivekananda Hill
Agricultural Research Institute,
Almora, introduced the first
version of VL Syahi ploagh! A
collaborative project was sanc-
1iﬁnﬂ|l'rr1}|-e Ull:uu]&handg"w—
ernment for the distribution of
500 such ploughs. Lightwelght,
cheap, durable and stronger
than the wooden plough, the
VL Syahi plough s being used
by maore than 90 per cent of the
farmers of the villages around
this farest. The inlervention
Tnas been successful in saving
hundreds of big oak trees every
vear.

Meanwhile, during the
herrific forest fires of 20012
and 2016, this forest area also
suffered damage Research
revealed that the biggest rea-
som fowr forest fires was the rn-
dom stubble {locally called
) burning in March to
prepare the Grmlands for the
upcl::lrning OnSONn. Crop,

‘While women are usually can-
thous in burning the siubbles,
In many cases, the fire spreads
to the mearby farms and the
reserved /panchayat/civil for-
ests — resulting in incidents of
forest fire.

To create awareness about
the forests of Sitlakhet Syahi
Devi area, Mahatim Yaday
— Diivisiomal Forest Officer
in Almora Forest Division
— walked from Almora to
Sitlakhet in 2020, and also pre-
pared an action plan to develop
this area as an eco-ourism cen-
tre connecting the local unit of
ITBP to protect the forest. The
local people have been support-
ing the Forest Department in
the eonservatbon and promo-
Hom of forests. For the first time
omn the initiative of the Divi-
siomal Forest Oficer, the dis-
trbet administration gave 14
vehicles and Ra 20 lakh to the
Forest Department for forest
fire management.

Gajendra Pathak, the advi-
sor of the Village Industries
Development Institute, Diaili,
Almiora, suggested celebrat-
ing April 1 every year as Ovd
Dray, which was accepted by the
women. Also, on April 22, on
Warld Earth n:L}-. AN awire-
NEss raﬂ}' was taken aul b].- !he
Forest Diepartment in Sitlakhet,
and a programme was orga-
nized in which many organi-
wations, government officials,
and villagers participated at
large scale.

What has happened in Sit-
lakhet i a wonderful Exumple
af Mexus of Good, A model has
been evolved o grapple with a
problem that afflicts a number
of villages. This model can and
is being scaled through public-
private partnership, The chief
rinister of Uttarakhand has
recognised these efforts, and
hias anmounced the replication
of the ‘Sitlakhet Model in ather
parts of the state under the Save
Jungpe-Save Water camgaign,

Views expressed are personal
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