STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana urged the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) to restrain
Andhra Pradesh from going
ahead with its pumped stor-
age hydro-electric projects
which are unapproved by
the Central Water Commis-
sion and based on drawal of
Krishna River waters.

It requested the Board to
obtain details of all these
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‘Stall unapproved projects in AP’

State urges KRMB to obtain details of all these schemes from AP and communicate to TS at the earliest

schemes from AP and com-
municate to Telangana at
the earliest.

Telangana Engineer-in-
Chief (Irrigation) C Mu-
ralidhar wrote to the Chair-
man of KRMB objecting to
allocation of Krishna River
water for establishment of
Greenko’s Integrated Re-
newable Energy Project
(IREP) at Pinnapuram vil-
lage in Kurnool district
without prior permission
from the Central Water

Commission and without in-
forming the riparian States
including Telangana.

The Irrigation Depart-
ment has asked the KRMB to
stall all new projects and ex-
pansion of existing projects
and canals without consult-
ing KRMB.

The IREP is based on
drawing of Krishna River
water which is a deficit
basin. Diverting the water
outside of the basin to utilise
it for hydel power genera-

tion could lead to serious
consequences pertaining to
shortage of water in Telan-
gana, he said.

Clearance for India’s

largest energy plant

Greenko’s 1,550 megawatt
(MW) renewable energy
project was given required
clearances by KRMB for the
establishment of India’s
largest renewable energy
project in Andhra Pradesh.
It proposed a 1000 MW

solar, 550 MW wind energy
plants and 1200 MW
pumped hydroelectric stor-
age. The approvals were
also in violation of the AP
government’s GO 64 which
states that any project re-
lated to Krishna River re-
quires prior consultation
and approval of KRMB.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy laid the foundation
stone for the Greenko’s
IREP on May 17.
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India, Pak hold meeting on water issues

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

At the two-day 118th meet-
ing of the Pakistan-India
Permanent Indus
Commission (PIC) in New
Delhi that ended on
Tuesday, Pakistan said it
had “highlighted its objec-
tions on India’s
Hydroelectric projects on
the Western rivers” and
had also sought a response
from India to “Pakistan’s
objections on Indian proj-
ects including Pakal Dul”.

In a statement, Pakistan
claimed that the “Indian
side assured to arrange
tours/inspections after the
coming flood season” and
that the “Indian side also
assured that Pakistan’s
outstanding  objections
would be discussed in the
next meeting as the Indian
side is still in the process
of examining the details”.

UNDER THE relevant
provisions of the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) of
1960, the meeting takes
place alternatively in India
and Pakistan annually.

Islamabad also urged New
Delhi “to communicate
advance flood-flow infor-
mation as per the provi-
sions of the Treaty and the
practice in vogue since
1989 until 2018.”

Under the relevant provi-
sions of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) of 1960, the
meeting takes place alter-
natively in India and
Pakistan annually. The
Indian side was headed by
the Indian Commissioner
for Indus Waters A. K. Pal
while the six-member Pak-
istani delegation was led
by Pakistan’s Commiss-
ioner for Indus Waters
Syed Muhammad Mehar

Ali Shah.

In a separate statement,
New Delhi said that “dur-
ing the meeting, annual
report of the PIC for the
vear ending on 31 March
2022 was finalised and
signed”and that the “meet-
ing was held in a cordial
manner”. New Delhi
added, “The Commission
appreciated the commit-
ment of the two sides to
interact frequently and re-
solve issues through bilat-
eral discussicns under the
Indus Water Treaty. It was
agreed to hold the next
meeting of the PIC in
Pakistan on rutually con-
venient dates”

The PIC is a bipartisan
body entrusted with every-
day implementation of the
Indus Waters Treaty,
which mandates it fo meet
at least once every year,
alternately in India and
Pakistan.
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Weather office forecast: Better monsoon
predicted; rainfall to log 103% of average

This is the 4th consecutive vear that India is likely to experience a normal monsoon

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India’s rain-
fed agriculture region is set
to receive above normal rain-
fall this monsoon season, the
weather office said on Tues-
day, raising hopes for a bum-
per farm output and reining
in inflation.

“The average rainfall this
monsoon season is expected
to be 103% of the long period
average,” India Meteorological
Department Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra told
reporters here.

In April, the IMD had said
the country would receive
normal rainfall — 99 per cent

Clouds hover over Kochi on Tuesday

Tl

of the Long Period Average
(LPA), which is the mean rain-
fall received over a 50-year-
period from 1971-2020. The

LPA for the entire country is
87 cm. The monsoon core zone
— states ranging from Gujarat
to Odisha that are dependent

on rainfall for agriculture — is
set to experience above normal
rainfall at more than 106 per
cent of the long period aver-
age, Mohapatra said.

He said central India and
south peninsula are set to
receive above normal rainfall,
while north-east and north-
west regions are likely to get
normal rains.

This is the fourth consec-
utive year that India is likely
to experience a normal mon-
soon. Earlier, India had wit-
nessed normal monsoon from
2005-08 and 2010-13.

Mohapatra said in the
near future, India could wit-
ness normal monsoons as the

decadal epoch of below nor-
mal rains was nearing its end.

“We are now moving
towards a normal monsoon
epoch,” he said.

Asked about the criticism
faced by IMD for “hasty” dec-
laration of monsoon onset
over Kerala, Mohapatra said
the weather office followed a
scientific process to announce
the onset and progress of mon-
soon. He asserted that 70 per
cent of the weather stations
in Kerala had reported fairly
widespread rainfall and other
parameters related to strong
westerly winds and cloud for-
mation over the region were
fulfilled. Continued on P4
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Monsoon

Mohapatra said the pre-
vailing La Nina conditions,
which refer to the cooling of
the equatorial Pacific region,

were expected to continue
till August and augur well for
the monsoon rains in India.

However, the possibil-
ity of development of nega-
tive Indian Ocean Dipole,
which refers to cooler than
normal sea surface tempera-
tures in the western Indian
Ocean, could lead to below
normal rainfall in extreme
southwestern peninsula that
includes Kerala.

Most parts of the coun-
try, barring J&K, Ladakh,
Uttarakhand and Arunachal
Pradesh, are expected to
experience below normal
maximum temperatures in
June, Mohapatra said.

Meanwhile, monsoon is
likely to progress into parts
of North Bengal and Sikkim
by Thursday; at least four to
five days ahead of the rainy
seasons normal onset date,
Regional MeT Director G
K Das said in Kolkata on
Tuesday.

Following the onset of the
southwest monsoon in the
northern districts, it will be
possible to forecast the date
for its progress into other
parts of the state, he said.

“Conditions are favour-
able for the monsoon to
make further progress over
some parts of North Ben-
gal and Sikkim within the
next two to three days,” Das
added. He said that this
year monsoon will enter the
northern parts of West Ben-
gal and Sikkim ahead of nor-
mal onset time by at least
four to five days.

The normal onset date for
monsoon in all parts of West
Bengal is between June 10
and 15, Das said.

He said that Cooch Behar
and Alipurduar are likely to
experience heavy rain till
Thursday morning and heavy
to very heavy downpour
thereafter while the other
sub-Himalayan districts of
Darjeeling, Kalimpong and
Jalpaiguri are likely to receive
heavy rain from Thursday.

The MeT department
forecast thunderstorms
with lightning accompa-
nied with gusty wind having
speed from 30 to 40 kmph
till Thursday at one or two
places in all the districts of
South Bengal, which are
experiencing hot and dis-
comforting humid weather.
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Nine NDRF, two SDRF teams to be
deployed across Maha from June 15

HT Correspondent
htmetro@hindustantimes com
MUMBAI: Nine NDRF

(National Disaster Response
Force) teams will be deployed
across Maharashtra from June
151n a bid to reduce response
time during natural calamities
and flooding. Of nine teams,
two each will be deployed in
Mumbai and Thane and one
each will be stationed in Pal-
ghar, Raigad, Ramagiri, Satara
and Kolhapur districts, chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
said on Tuesday.

Similarly, one team each of
SDRE (State Disaster Response
Force) will be deployed in
Nanded and Gadchiroli
between June 15 and Septem-
ber 15, the CM said.

The decision was taken on
Tuesday during a review meet-
ing chaired by Thackeray con-

sidering the risk of natural
calamities during monsoon.
The move will bring down the
response time for relief and
rescue work significantly, the
state government has said.
The review meeting was
attended by various state and
central agencies such as
defence, railways, coast
guards, IMD, NDRF, SDRF,
BMC, Mhada, police, revenue,
relief and rehabilitation and
agriculture, among others.
“The state was badly hit due
to excessive rains for last two
consecutive years. Going by
the prediction, the rainfall will
be good this year. It's good to
know that all the agencies
have prepared well in advance
to deal with any disaster like
situation. All the agencies
need to work in coordination
with a goal of zero casualties
during emergencies, The

water resources department
needs to make proper arrange-
ments for releasing water
from dams and direct the con-
cerned officers to be present at
the headquarters,” Thackeray
said during the meeting.

He further said that the
water resources department
has developed a system based
on which people will be able to
know real-time information
about water released from
dams in the state.

“With this system in place,
people will come to know how
much water is going to be
released from which dam on a
real-time basis. It will help the
people residing around the
dam and catchment areas in
getting the information well in
advance. Anyone can access
the information live from the
water resources department’s
website from June15,” he said.
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IMD: Normal monsoon
expectedacross nation

INDD-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 31 MAY

The India Meteorological
Department {(IMD) on Tues-
day announced that the cru-
cial-for-farming southwest
monsoon in the countryasa
whole is most likely to be
normal with a quantitative
forecastof 103 per centofthe
Long Period Average (LPA).
A normal monsoon rain-
fall is within the range of 96
to 104 per centofthe LPA. The
IMD introduced the newLPA
this April, basedon rainfall data
from 1971-2020 for the south-
west monsoon season, replac-
ing the data from 1961-2010.
The LPA is 87 cmor 870 mm.
“(uantitatively, the mon-
soon season (June to Sep-
tember) overthe countryis like-

Iv to be 103 per centof the LPA
with a model error of
plus/minus4 percent,” IMD's
Director General (meteorol-
ogy] Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
said. The monsoon rain would
be above normal in central and
southern India {(with more
than 106 per cent of LPA)
whileitismostlikelytobenor-
mal in the northeast {(with
96-106 per centof LPA of this
region) and northwest India
{with 92-108 per cent of LPA
ofthisregion). The IMD also
issued theforecast for what is
calledthemonsooncore zone
~which consists of most ofthe
rain-fed agricultural regions
in Rajasthan, Gujarat, MP,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh
and Odisha -which, it said,
would be above normal (more
than 106 per cent).
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