With I month to

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana has surpassed the
average cumulative mon-
soon rainfall of 720.5 mm
(from June 1 to September
30), recording 733.7 mm on
August 31, a full month be-
fore the current rainy sea-
son comes to an end. Rains
continued to lash several
districts for the third con-
secutive day on Tuesday, re-
sulting in  overflowing
streams and irrigation proj-
ects brimming with water.

The State’s average rain-
fall on Tuesday was 19.8mm
against the normal of
8.4mm, Twelve mandals
across the State recorded
ovet 100 mm rainfall with
Kuntala in Nirmal district
recording 195.2 mm rainfall
till 8 am on Tuesday.

After its onset in the State
on June 5, the southwest
monsoon has been active.
The cumulative rainfall
from June 1to August 31 was
733.7 mm this rainy season
against the normal rainfall of
592.7 mm during the corre-
sponding period, registering
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A bus stuck in a swollen rivulet at Ghambiraopet mandal in Karimnagar district on Tuesday. (REPORT PAGE )

an increase of 24 per cent, Of
the 594 mandals, 99 received
large excess rainfall (over 60
pet cent), 252 mandals re-
ceived excess rainfall (be-
tween 20 to 59 per cent), 217

mandals received normal
rainfall and 26 mandals
recorded deficit rainfall.
Meanwhile, moderate to
heavy rains continued to
occur in various parts of the

State, In some places, over-
flowing streams and rain
water entered low-lying
areas.

As per TS Development
Planning Society report,

light to moderate rains or
thundershowers are ex-
pected in many places with
heavy rain forecast in iso-
lated places in the State on
Wednesday.



CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

With the water levels rising in Hi-
mayat Sagar due to the recent rains,
the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) on Tuesday opened
two out of the 17 gates of the reser-
voir,

The gates were opened as the
rains that have been lashing the city
and its outskirts resulted in heavy
inflows into the Himayat Sagar and
by Tuesday, the inflow stood at
1,000 cusecs and the outflow was
1,400 cusecs. The inflow of water
from upstream is being released
into the Musi, According to
HMWS&SB records by 6 pm, the
water level at the reservoir was
recorded at 1,763.20 feet against the
FTL of 1,763.50 feet. The reservoir
capacity is 2,97 TMC and the water
level stocd at 2.837 TMC.

The HMWS&SB along with the
Revenue department, Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Corporation and
the police have alerted the residents
in the downstream areas such as
Bandlaguda, Golconda, Rajendra
Nagar, Kismatpur and Budvel. Spe-
cial teams were also pressed into
service by HMWS&SB to monitor
the activity at low lying areas.

A red alert was issued by the au-
thorities when the water level
touched 1,762.75 feet and the gates
were opened when the water level
crossed t0 1,763 feet,

Meanwhile, several people gath-
ered at the Himayat Sagar to see the
water gushing out from the cutlets
of the tank and connecting water
channels. The water from the reser-
voir which flows through Rajen-
dranagar merges with Musi River at
Tipu Khan bridge near Langar Houz
and then reaches Nagole via Kis-
hanbagh, Chaderghat, Moosaram-
bagh and Nagole before entering
Nalgonda district.

Three gates of the reservoir were
lifted on July 20 to drain the flood
water into Musi to drain out excess
water. They were gradually closed
based on the inflow.

At Osman Sagar, meanwhile, the
water level was recorded at 1,788.20
feet against the FTL of 1,790 feet.
The reservoir capacity is 3.90 TMC
and on Tuesday the water level was
3488 TMC, While the water body is
receiving 500 cusecs of inflow there
was hardly any outflow.
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Two gates of Himayat Sagar lifted

Woater level at the reservoir on Tuesday at 6 pm stood at 1,763.20 feet against the FTL of 1,763.50 feet
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The Himayat Sagar brimming with water on Tuesday. (Below) Several peopl
the tank to the connecting channels. — Photos: Surya Sridhar
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e gathered at the reservoir as water is released from

More rains forecast for city

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Draped under a cover of thick
cloud, Hyderabad on Thursday
woke up to plummeting day tem-
peratures. As against the normal
31 degrees Celsius, the maximum
temperature recorded in the city
dipped by at least five degrees
Celsius. According to the fore-
cast by TSDPS, the city is likely
to receive rainfall between 7.5
mm to 15 mm in the next two
days. While most areas are ex-
pected to receive only light

showers, the eastern and western
parts of Hyderabad — including
Charminar, Serilingampally, RC
Puram, Kapra, Malkajgiri and
parts of Uppal - are likely to wit-
ness up to 64.5 mm of rainfall,

Meanwhile, the IMD has with-
drawn the Orange alert issued for
various districts of Telangana. A
few districts, including Jagtial,
Yadadri Bhuvanagiri, Adilabad,
Peddapalli and Macherial wit-
nessed light to moderate rainfall
on Tuesday. Kammarpally in
Nizamabad received the highest
rainfall of 79,5 mm,

Incessant showers
HYDERABAD

(5
=]
=
el
=
=
=
(7]

=

MALKAJGIRI

i

BAHADURPURA

Kammarpally, Nizamabad 79.5 mm
Mallapur, Jagtial 63 mm
Maddutla, Jagtial 60.5mm
Tedicherla, layashankar Bhupalpally 60 mm

Gundala, YadadriBhuvanagiri  53.8 mm
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STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Heavy inflows from neigh-
bouring Maharashtra into
projects on the Godavari in
north Telangana prompted
the Irrigation Department to
open 24 of the 42 gates at the
Sriram Sagar Project (SRSP)
and three out of six gates at
the Koulasnala Project on
Tuesday, If the same situa-
tion continues for the next

few days in the wake of
heavy rain forecast by the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD), officials
are considering opening
more gates of the two
projects.

“We are maintaining the
Full Reservoir Level (FRL)
atthe SRSP. Butas a precau-
tionary measure, we have
opened 24 gates because of
heavy inflows,” Jagitial
Chief Engineer (Irrigation)
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24 gates of SRSP lifted after heavy inflows

Siddipet sees highest
excess rainfall in TS

K Sudhakar Reddy told
‘Telangana Today’. The
water released would reach
the Yellampalli project.
Since the SRSP was re-
ceiving inflows of 80,000
cusecs from Maharashtra
and adjoining catchment
areas, officials are releasing
one lakh cusecs of water
downstream, he said,
Kamareddy Chief Engi-
neer (Irrigation) T Srinivas
said the Koulasnala project
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Water being released from the SRSP, which was receiving inflows of 80,000 cusecs from Maharashtra and adjoining catchment areas.

was receiving inflows from
Maharashtra, and the water
released from the project
would reach Manjeera, He
said the Nizamsagar project
received 10,000 cusecs of in-
flows in the morning but
came down to 3,000 cusecs.

Meanwhile, the situation
at the Medigadda barrage
was normal and water was
being released through 44
gates, with inflows at 2,500
cusecs.

TKARNAKAR REDDY
Siddipet

Siddipet  district  has
recorded the highest excess
rainfall among all the 33 dis-
tricts of the State in the first
three months of this mon-
5001,

Against the normal rain-
fall of 500 mm in the first
three months of the rainy
season, the district received
913.7 mm rainfall, an excess
of 83 per cent as on Tuesday
morning. Siddipet is fol-
lowed by Narayanpet
(69%), Warangal Urban
(61%),  Yadadri-Bhongir
(56%) and Rajanna-Sircilla
(53%). Telangana recorded
249% excess rainfall during
the period with most parts
of the State receiving copi-
ous rains this year. In fact,
Siddipet has received more
rainfall than its annual nor-
mal rainfall of 784 mm in
just the first three months of
the monsoon,

The heavy rains filled
most of the minor irrigation
tanks and medium irrigation
projects to the brim, Despite
a 20-day dry spell in Sep-

Against the normal of
500 mm inthe first
three months of the
rainy season, the
district received
913.7 mm rainfall

tember, the district received
one of the heaviest rains in
its history during the mon-
soon, Kondapak mandal re-
ceived 163% excess rainfall
while nine other mandals
recorded more than 100%
excess rainfall during the
mensoon,

Tanks full

Over 2,150 of the 3,516 minor
irrigation tanks in the dis-
trict were filled to the brim,
Ranganayakaka Sagar and
Kondapochamma Sagar, the
reservoirs built under the
Kaleshwaram project, are
also brimming while irriga-
tion authorities have started
filling up Mallanna Sagar.
The groundwater table in
the district has also risen
considerably.
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Cauvery panel
drops dam talk
as TN opposes

T MURUGANANDHAM @ Chennai

THE 13th meeting of the Cau-
very Water Management Au-
thority (CWMA) on Tuesday
dropped a discussion on the Me-
kedatu dam issue following
strong opposition from Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry. Conclud-
ing the meeting, the authority
directed Karnataka to make
good on the water due to TN
(27.86 tmc as on August 30) in
September. The next meeting of
the authority will be held on
September 24.

Admitting that the Mekedatu
issue was part of the CWMA’s
agenda, the authority’s chief
SK Haldar told reporters, “We
wanted to discuss the issue. But
taking the views from other
States, we have deferred the dis-
cussion. We will be taking it up
at an appropriate time, proba-
bly in the next meeting. Simi-
larly, TN wanted to discuss the
Cauvery-Gundar River Linking
Project. That was deferred since
Karnataka objected to it.” TN
represented that there was a
shortfall in the release of water
from Karnataka and that the
State required water during
September as they have over-
lapping of Kuruvai and Samba
cultivations in the month.

Meanwhile, sources in Kar-
nataka government said they
had been keen to allay TN’s
fears on the project when the
dam was discussed. P6



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

New Indian Express- 01- September-2021

‘Mekedatu can be taken
up only if all States agree’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SAXENA pointed out that the
State’s petition demanding re-
jection of the Detailed Project
Report submitted by Karnata-
ka was pending before the Su-
preme Court and that the Me-
kedatu issue could be discussed
only if all four riparian States
agreed to it.

“As per the Supreme Court’s
verdict, Karnataka should have
released 86.380 tmc water to
Tamil Nadu during the
months of June, July, and
August. However, till
August 30, only 57.042
tme has been released
and the State has to re-
lease an additional
27.86 tme,” said an offi-
cial release.

When officials from Karna-
taka argued that even two days
ago, around 14,000 cusecs of
water had been released, their
Tamil Nadu counterparts said
the water was released from
Kabini and Krishanarajasagar
dams considering their safety,
as the reservoirs were filling up
fast due to rains. This should
not be calculated as part of the

lﬁj-—‘

water due as per the schedule
given by the Supreme Court,
the Tamil Nadu officials said.
Dams in Karnataka should
have received 209 tmc water,
but had received only 156 tmc
till date, said Karnataka offi-
cials, and as such, there was a
deficit of 25 tmc. Hence, due
water could not be given to
Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, Water Resources
Minister Duraimurugan in-
formed the State Assembly that

he had called up Union Jal
Sakthi Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat and
raised concerns over
the reports that Meke-
datu was on the Cau-
very Water Manage-
ment Authority’s

agenda.

“Responding to it, the Union
Jal Sakthi Minister said that he
was unaware of the matter and
assured that he would talk to
the officials concerned about it.
He also suggested that the
Tamil Nadu representatives
could urge the authority to
drop Mekedatu from the meet-
ing agenda,” said the Water Re-
sources Minister.



HANSs NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

FINALLY, the Telangana
Government has de-
cided to attend the

meeting of the | Kuww
KRMB and GRMB
(Krishna River ssuoe
Management Board

and Godavari River
Management  Board)
scheduled to be held on
Wednesday.

This meeting gains impor-
tance as the Telangana gov-
ernment wants to put for-
ward its argument forcefully
objecting the proposal of the
Andhra Pradesh government
which wrote a letter to the
KRMB stating that water

Continued from front page

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hans- 01- September-2021

TS GOVT DECIDES TO
ATTEND RIVER MEETINGS

Aims to put forth Telangana’s arguments forcefully

Vinanaga @
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sharingshouldbe on

the basis of 70:30 between
AP and TS while the Telan-
ganagovernment said that the
sharing should be on 50:50
basis. Not just that there are
many other contentious is-
sues like the gazette notifica-
tionissued by the Union gov-
ernment on projects and river
managements, utilisation of

Krishna and Godavari water
between the two Telugu
States as well as the objections
ofthe AP on hydel power gen-
eration and the TS stand on
its right to continue with
power generation.

While AP officials had been
attending the meetings, the
TS officials were asked by the
government not to go to these

TS govt decides

They will also present the
letters written by the State
Government to the Union Jal
Shakti Ministry against the en-
hancement of the capacity of
Pothireddypadu head regula-
tor and the illegal construction
of the Rayalaseema Lift irriga-
tion scheme by the AP govern-
ment would also be presented
to the board members.

to attend river meetings

Telangana State will take
the stand that the Srisailam
hydel power project has been
constructed for power gener-
ation and the neighbouring
State has no right to demand
that it be stopped. Telangana

would also insist the GRMB to
allocate 45 tmc ft of water
from Godavari additionally for
diverting water to the Pat-
tiseema project by the Andhra
government. Officials said that
the issue of full powers to the

meetings

on  various

grounds, including the

need to attend court cases on
those dates.

However, now Telangana
State Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao has directed
the officials to attend the
meeting and put forward
their argument effectively.

Continued on Page 7

boards in the management of
the projects would be raised
and the challenges to be faced
by Telangana in lifting water
during emergency times. The
government would also seek
clarifications on the adminis-
trative domination of the
boards of the State Irrigation
department once the gazette
notification comes into effect
from October this year.
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PM calls Himanta as floods
hit 5.74 lakh people in Assam

Toll reaches three in two days with death of a child

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called up Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma on Tuesday as floods
forced 5.74 lakh people out
of their homes in 22 of the
State’s 34 districts.

“Spoke to Assam CM Shri
@himantabiswa and took
stock of the flood situation in
parts of the State. Assured
all possible support from the
Centre to help mitigate the
situation. I pray for the safe-
ty and well-being of those
living in the affected areas,”
the PM tweeted.

According to an update by
the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA), a child died on
Tuesday, taking the death
toll to three in two days.

Several rivers, including
the Brahmaputra, were flow-

Treacherous currents: Villagers crossing the flood waters in
Morigaon district of Assam on Monday. =riTu RAJ KONWAR

ing above the danger level.

The ASDMA data said
1,278 villages in 61 revenue
circles have been affected.
Crops across 39,831 hectares
have been affected was in
areas.

Of the 5,73,938 affected
people, 1,91,821 were wo-
men and 1,44,582 children.
The authorities set up 105 re-

lief camps where 4,009 of
the displaced people were
taking shelter. Roads and in-
frastructure were damaged
in several districts.

The rising water of the
Brahmaputra  inundated
more than 70% of the Kazi-
ranga National Park and Tig-
er Reserve. So far, nine ani-
mals died.



MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, AUG 31

Amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic wave, more than
four lakh people are now
facing a devastating flood
situation that has affected
21 of the state’s 34 districts
of Assam. As heavy mon-
soon rain has triggered
the flood, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday also spoke to
Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma to
assess the flood situation
of the state and assured all
help from the Centre to
combat the situation.

Mr Sarma in a social
media post said,
“Adarniya Pradhan
Mantriji telephoned today
to enquire about the flood
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Assam flood situation deteriorates, 2 dead

More than 4L people facing a devastating flood situation that has affected 21 of state’s 34 districts

situation and assured all
help to Assam to combat
this menace. The current
flood has gravely impacted
the livelihoods of people.
My gratitude to Adarniya
Modi Ji for standing with
us at this hour of crisis.”
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also tweet-
ed, “Spoke to Assam CM
Shri @himantabiswa and
took stock of the flood situ-
ation in parts of the state.
Assured all possible sup-
port from the Centre to
help mitigate the situa-
tion. I pray for the safety
and well-being of those liv-
ing in the affected areas.”
Informing that two chil-
dren died and over four
lakh people have been
affected in the flood,
Assam state disaster man-

T UL j o S A il -
Villagers move their rice bags to safer places on a boat
from a flooded village in Morigaon district on Tuesday.

- PTI
agement Authority in Barpeta district.
(ASDMA) officials on Officials said that the

highest number of people-
over 1.30 lakh-were affect-
ed in Lakhimpur district,
65,000 in Majuli, 41,400 in

Tuesday said that one
child was washed away in
the floodwaters of
Morigaon district and one

Darrang, 24,300 in
Biswanath, 21,300 in
Dhemaji, and 17,800 in
Sivasagar district.

Pointing out that 30,333
hectares of crop areas
were inundated, and 950
villages have been affected
the ASDMA officials said
that a total of 44 relief
camps were set up while
maintaining Covid proto-
cols to provide shelter to
the flood-affected men,
women and children who
had to take cover.

As much as 70 percent of
the Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve,

spanning Golaghat,
Nagaon, Sonitpur,
Biswanath and Karbi

Anglong districts, have
been inundated, affecting
the wild animals.
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