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MINUTES OF 15T MEETING OF THE CAUVERY WATER
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY HELD ON 2.7.2018

First meeting of Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) was held on
2" July, 2018 at 1100 Hrs. at Sewa Bhawan, Central Water Commission (CWC), New
Delhi. The list of participants is at Annex-IL.

The Chairman welcomed the participants, and in his opening remarks, outlined
the long history of the dispute among the States regarding the sharing of Cauvery
waters. He further expressed the hope that with CWMA in place, a new era of

cooperation would begin in Cauvery basin.

The Principal Secretary (WR), Govt. of Karnataka, read out his opening
remarks, copy of which is at Annex-II. The key issues therein included his assertion
that he was attending the meeting without prejudice to the rights of Karnataka to
question the Constitutional validity of notification dated 1% June, 2018. He expressed
his reservations against imposition of providing a pre-designed scheme of regulations
at 10-daily period, and sought adequate consideration of ground realities in distress
years. The Principal Secretary (WR), Karnataka, also conveyed the reservations of
Karnataka against posting of CWMA representatives at the eight reservoirs in

Cauvery basin, including four in Karnataka.

The Principal Secretary (PWD), Govt. of Tamil Nadu, in his opening remarks,
copy of which is at Annex-III, conveyed the expectation of the State Government that
CWMA would implement its mandate, by regulating and monitoring 10-daily flows at
designated locations. He also requested the Authority to ensure that Karnataka
releases the entire allocated quantity of water to Tamil Nadu, which along with
unutilized waters of Kerala in the Kabini sub-basin, would be of immense help to the
farmers of Tamil Nadu. He also expressed hope that the CWMA would meet at least

once a month, and if needed, more frequently and at short notice.




In her opening remarks, the Secretary (WR), Govt. of Kerala, also supported
the contention of Govt. of Karnataka against posting of representatives of CWMA at
reservoir level. She further said that the Orders of the Tribunal clearly allow the party
States to utilize and regulate within their boundaries the use of water in a manner not
inconsistent with the order of the Tribunal. Hence, she asserted, that utilization of
unutilized flows needs to be considered only within that context and only after Kerala
assesses and reports the quantum of its unutilized flows. She also desired that other
party States should be forbidden from adopting an obstructionist approach towards
projects proposed to be developed by any given party State to utilize the quantum of
water allotted to it by the Tribunal.

Secretary (PWD), Govt. of UT of Puducherry, at the outset, expressed the
hope that since the Cauvery issue had moved from negotiations to implementation of
the Supreme Court Orders, CWMA would ensure that the party states get their due
share. He further emphasised that Karaikal region of Puducherry is in most
disadvantageous position in the Cauvery basin, being at the tail end, and a direct
conveyance system is not there for Cauvery waters to reach territory of Puducherry.
He further desired deploying of manpower by CWC for measuring inflow of water at

the 7 entry points in Kariakal region.

Thereafter, the agenda items were taken up. Govt. of Karnataka had provided
its written submissions on each of the agenda items (Annex-1V), which were also

taken up by its representative with the respective agenda item.

Agenda Item 1.1 : Issues needing immediate attention:

1.1.1 Strategy for Framing of Rules of Business: The Members were briefed that a
broad outline has already been provided for in the Gazette Notification of 1* June,
2018, based on which detailed Rules of Business for CWMA are to be framed. After
deliberations, it was decided that the Secretary, CWMA would circulate a draft within
10 days and the Members may submit their observations/ suggestions on the same
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within 7 days thereafter, which would also be shared with all other Members. The
same would then be taken up in the next meeting of CWMA.

It was also decided that the mode of communication for all information/ documents by
Secretariat of CWMA shall be three fold — by email, mobile and contact with local
office of the Member States, as per details provided during the meeting (Details at
Annex-V).

Action : Secretary, CWMA
1.1.2 Strategy for Organization Structure and Service Rules: Action similar to

Rules of Business discussed above, was decided for this agenda item also.

The issue of posting of CWMA representative at each of the 8 reservoirs was also
discussed. Representatives of Karnataka and Kerala opposed the move, and felt that
firstly this would amount to infringement on the rights of the State Governments
concerned, and secondly the State Government Officials are as reliable and
responsible as CWMA representatives. However, it was clarified that as per Gazette
Notification of CWMA and Cauvery Water Regulatory Committee (CWRC) of 1%
June, 2018, Para 18.(d), provision of Authority’s representatives at each of the
reservoirs is stipulated. However, it was decided that posting of CWMA Officials at
the eight reservoirs be deferred for the time being.

(Action: Secretary, CWMA)

1.1.3 Funding and Accounting Arrangements: It was decided that after the
concurrence of the scheme by the Union Cabinet, Secretary, CWMA, with the help of
Finance Wing of Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation (MoWR, RD & GR) would take appropriate action for creation of head
of account, contribution of the initial funds of Rs. 2 Crore by Central Government,
and formulation of system of expenditure and accounting. Thereafter, the States may
also contribute their share as stipulated in the Gazette Notification of 1** June, 2018.

(Action: Secretary, CWMA)




1.1.4. Requirement of office space/furniture/computers/other infrastructure and
vehicles ete. Regarding Office space, it was suggested that Secretary may approach
Directorate of Estates, Gol through MoWR,RD&GR, for a suitable office
accommodation in Delhi. Further, a proposal for other requirements such as PS/ PA,
Vehicles, Drivers etc. for the various full time officials of CWMA, was circulated
(Details at Annex-VI). It was decided that the Secretary may further work out details

of the proposal in consultation with MOWR,RD&GR which may then be considered in

the next meeting of CWMA.. (Action: Secretary, CWMA)

1.1.5 Directions to the Regulation Committee:
1.1.5.1-4 Tt was felt that the CWMA as well as CWRC should immediately take up the

issue of regulating the Cauvery waters, in accordance with the Cauvery Water
Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) award, as modified by the Supreme Court. It was
emphasised that for this ,there were certain pre-requisites which inter-alia include
supply of timely and appropriate data and information (regarding storage Jevels in
reservoir, cropping pattern, yield, rainfall, and projected requirement of water for
irrigation for the next month on 10-daily basis), by the Member States from time to
time. It was felt that proper format in which data would be required to be provided
by the participating States from time to time may be decided during the current
meeting. However, after detailed deliberations, it was decided that CWRC may evolve

the formats in its forthcoming meeting scheduled shortly for consideration by the

Authority. (Action: Member Secretary (CWRC))

1.1.5.5 It was noted by all the members of the Authority that the rainfall in the
catchment area of Cauvery basin of Karnataka and Kerala during the month of June,

2018 was more than normal and there were no indications of distress in any part of the

basin till the date of meeting.

1.1.5.6 It was also noticed that as per para 10.(3)(vii) of Gazette Notifications indents
are to be placed by each State for supplies at each reservoir site, on 10-daily basis.

However, the indents have not been received by the Authority. It was also noted that
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even if indents are provided, in the absence of data on cropping pattern, area to be
irrigated, crop details, and duty etc., it may not be possible to assess the actual water
requirements. It was decided by the Authority that CWRC, being a technical body,

may take up these technical issues, and the outcome may be reported to the Authority.

However, Govt of Tamil Nadu submitted that since the rainfall in the
catchment area of Cauvery basin of Karnataka and Kerala during the month of June,
2018 was more than normal, Karnataka may be directed to release their stipulated
quantity of water for the month of July at Billigundulu, as farmers in Cauvery delta

are eagerly awaiting water for commencing cultivation of their crops.

Puducherry informed that during the months of June to September, hardly any
water is realised at the seven entry points from Tamil Nadu. Puducherry called for
putting in place a lasting mechanism in order to ensure proportional share of water
realised by Puducherry vis-a-vis the water realised by Tamil Nadu at Billingundulu

and the inflows into Lower Bhavani & Amaravati Dams.

Govt of Karnataka submitted that the actual realisation of water at Billigundulu
till 27™ June, 2018 was 11.855 TMC (Thousand Million Cubic Feet), which was more
than the stipulated 8.27 TMC, as stipulated in the CWDT award, as modified by

Supreme Court.

It was unanimously agreed that the monthly quantum of water to be ensured at
the Billigundulu site of CWC in a normal year in light of the Hon’ble Supreme Court
Order dated 16.02.2018 would be as per Annex-VII. The monthly quantum of water
to be ensured at Biligundulu for the month of June and July in a normal year is 9.19
and 31.24 TMC respectively. It was also noted that the cumulative water received at
Billigundulu during June, 2018 was 13.29 TMC which was 4.10 TMC more than the
stipulated quantity in a normal year.

After detailed discussions, the Authority directed Karnataka to ensure the

balance quantity for the month of July, 2018 at Billigundulu ie. 27.14 TMC (31.24 -

5




4.10), after adjusting the excess quantity of water amounting to 4.10 TMC realised by
Tamil Nadu at Billigundulu in the month of June, 2018, subject to assessment and
recommendation by the Regulation Committee. The Authority also decided that in
respect of the water to be released to Puducherry, the existing arrangement between
Puducherry and Tamil Nadu would continue. Regarding the monthly break up of 7
TMC of water in respect of Puducherry as confirmed by the Hon’ble Supreme Court

the details would be discussed further in the meeting(s) of the CWMA.
(Action: Govt. of Karnataka/Member Secretary, CWRC)

1.2 Strategy for setting up communication network for hydrological conditions: It
was decided that CWC may be requested to prepare a proposal in this regard, which

may then be circulated to the Members for consideration by the Authority.
(Action: Secretary, CWMA)

1.3 Any other item with the permission of the Chair.

1.3.1 Additional Agenda Items by Govt. of Tamil Nadu:
The Member from Govt. of Tamil Nadu vide letter dated 29.6.2018 addressed to
Secretary, CWMA had requested for inclusion of additional agenda items mentioned
below:
a. The unutilized flow of (Kabini) Kerala has to be supplied to Tamil Nadu at
Billigundulu, which may be ensured by CWMA & CWRC.
b. Unauthorised diversion should not be allowed.
c. Area under minor irrigation should be monitored.
Since the above agenda items could not be circulated prior to the meeting the

Chairman decided to defer discussions on the same till the next meeting.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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Annex -1
15" MEETING OF
THE CAUVERY WATER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
HELD ON 2.7.2018

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1. Shri S. Masood Husain, Chairman, CWC & Chairman, CWMA.

2.Shri Rakesh Singh, Principal Secretary (WRD), Government of Karnataka.

3. Shri S. K. Prabakar, Principal Secretary, PWD, Govt. of Tamilnadu.

4. Ms. Tinku Biswal, Secretary WRD, Government of Kerala.

5. Shri A. Ambarasu, Secretary PWD, Government of Puducherry.

6. Shri Navin Kumar, Chief Engineer CWC, & Member (WR), CWMA.

7. Shri Sanjay Kundu, Joint Secretary (RD & PP), MoWR, RD & GR, Govt. of India.

8. Dr. B. Kishore, Joint Secretary (Rainfed Farming System), Department of Agriculture
Cooperation and Farmers’ Welfare, Govt. of India.

9. Shri A. S. Goel, Chief Engineer, CWC, & Secretary, CWMA.
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FENT N SV

OPENING SPEECH BY SRI RAKESH SINGH, PRINCIPAL
SECRETARY, WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT,
GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA AND MEMBER, CAUVERY
WATER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY IN THE FIRST
MEETING ON 02.07.2018, AT NEW DELHI.

My Greetings to the Chairman and Members of Cauvery
Water Management Authority attending the First Meeting of the
Authority after the notification of the Scheme to give effect to
the decision of the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal as
modified by the Hon'ble Supreme Court vide its Order, dated
the 16% February, 2018. The Scheme framed by the Central

Government which was notified on 01.06.2018.

At the outset, I submit that I am attending this meeting
without prejudice to the rights of the State of Karnataka to
question the constitution validity of the notification dated
1%t June 2018 issued by the Central Government purportedly
under Sec. 6A of the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act,
1956.

The first item of the Agenda relates to the Rules of
Business. It is needless to emphasise that the Rules of
Business of the CWMA should have the nexus with the objective
sought to be achieved i.e., implementation of the decision of
the Tribunal as modified by the judgment of the Supreme
Court. In this regard, the Rules of Business shall prescribe the
methodology of supply of information or data by the party-
States and procedure for filing of complaint by the aggrieved




States and decision on the same by the CWMA after holding an
investigation on the correctness of the complaint. With regard
to the procedure for taking decision by the CWMA, it is
advisable that efforts are made to reach a decision by
consensus. However, if the consensus does not emerge, then
the matter be left to the decision of the Chairman of the CWMA.
In fact, this was the procedure followed by the Cauvery River
Authority constituted vide Notification dated 11.8.1998 for
implementing the interim order of the Tribunal. The limitation
and constraints on the manner of utilisation of water in
Karnataka (after meeting the requisite quantity at the Inter-
State border Biligundlu) would indisputably curtail the powers
of the State to regulate its allocations within its boundaries as
provided for by the Final Order of the Tribunal pursuant to the

Clause XVIII which is as follows:

“Nothing in the order of this Tribunal shall impair
the right or power or authority of any State to
regulate within its boundaries the use of water, or
to enjoy the benefit of waters within that State in a
manner not inconsistent with the order of this
Tribunal”.

The flows in Cauvery river basin would be varying in time
and space along the breadth and length at different sections of
the catchment. One cannot expect the flows being available at
a certain level of assurance within intra and inter-years to
evolve a pre-determined regulation system every year. There
should not be any imposition by providing a pre-designed
scheme of regulations at 10-daily period to be adopted in any
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year. In normal years, the State of Karnataka has ensured the
flows at Biligundlu in accordance with final orders of the CWDT.
The problem would arise in case of distress years when the
flows are below normal. It has been repeatedly gresented in
the meetings of the Cauvery Supervisory Committee that the
State of Karnataka has only the advantage of South-west
monsoon whereas, the State of Tamil Nadu has the advantage
of both South-west and North-east monsoons. In addition, the
State of Tamil Nadu has the advantage of ever dependable
ground water in the Cauvery Delta. Therefore, as has been
repeatedly pleaded by the State of Karnataka, on several
occasions, the ground realities should be considered in the

determination of distress.

It is mentioned that the CWMA would finalise on the
posting of the “representatives at the eight reservoirs in the
Cauvery Basin” which includes four reservoirs in Karnataka
namely Hemavathy, Harangi, Kabini and Krishnarajasagara.
The legality of this is highly doubtful. The powers, functions
and duties of the CWMA as defined in para 10 of the
Notification dated 01.06.2018 do not provide for nomination of
representatives at the reservoir level. There is no obligation
cast on the State Governments to entertain a permanent
representative of the CWMA at the reservoir level. Moreover,
there is no need for such permanent representatives at each

reservoir site. "The Authority shall not intercede in the
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management of storages and withdrawals for various uses by
the party States.

I may also invite attention to the provisions of Sub.Sec.7
of Sec.6A of the Act of 1956. The said sub-section 7 reads as

follows:

"Every scheme and every regulation made under a scheme
shall be laid, as soon as may be after it is made before each
House of Parliament, while it is in session for a total period of
thirty days which may be comprised in one session or in two
or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the
session immediately following the session or the successive
sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any
modification in the scheme or the regulation of both Houses
agree in_making any modification in the scheme or the
requlation of both Houses agree that the scheme or the
requlation should not be made, the scheme or the regulation
shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be
of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the
validity of anything previously done under that scheme or
regulation.” (emphasis supplied).

I am sure, the Central Government would discharge its
responsibilities as mandated by provisions of Sub-Sec.7 of
Section 6A of the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.
The scheme framed vide Notification dated 1% June 2018, I am
advised to state, is a provisional Scheme subject to the

approval or modification by the Parliament.

So far, commencing from the 1% of June upto 30.06.2018,
the flows at the four reservoirs of Karnataka were normal which
was 76.047 tmc. With the available flow data at Biligundlu G&D
Station of Central Water Commission upto 27.06.2018, the flow
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realised was 11.855 tmc at Biligundlu as against the stipulated
flow of 8.27 tmc as per the award of the Tribunal as modified
by the Supreme Court vide order dated 16.02.2018; the excess
being 3.59 tmc. I hope and trust that the flows in the
remaining months of the year would turn out to be normal and
the farmers of the party States may not face any hardships.
The State of Karnataka has submitted its submissions on each

item of the Agenda. The same may be taken as read.

Thanking you, .
(\Nfi\;q\«%

(Rakesh Singh)
Principal Secretary to Govt.
Water Resources Department.
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Annex-III

OPENING REMARKS OF PRINCIPAL SECRETARY,
GOVT. OF TAMIL NADU

IN THE 15T MEETING OF THE CAUVERY WATER
MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY AT NEW DELHI ON
02.07.2018

Chairman and Members of the Cauvery Water
Management Authority, Officers of the Central and State
Government, I welcome you all for this First Meeting of the

Authority.

I congratulate the Chairman of the Authority for
assuming charge as the Chairman and I thank the
Chairman for calling the 1% meeting of the Cauvery Water
Management Authority today. The Government of Tamil
Nadu and farmers of Cauvery Delta hope and expect that
the due share of water to Tamil Nadu will be made
available to them in time by the Authority and the farmers

fervently hope that their problems would be alleviated.

Karnataka seeks to reopen the issues which have

attained finality in the adjudicated dispute by the




judgements of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, dated

16.2.2018 and 18.5.2018. This is wholly not permissible.

The normal date of opening of Mettur Dam for
irrigation is 12™ June. As the available storage in the
Mettur Dam is not sufficient as of now, the reservoir could

not be opened for irrigation till date.

In the Final Order of the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal which has been modified by the Order of the
Hon'ble Supreme Court dated 16.02.2018, the monthly
share to be realized at the designated location have been
specified. This has to be broken into ten daily flows and
accordingly the flows have to be realized and this has to be
monitored by the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee

and the Authority.

The rainfall in the catchment of Cauvery Basin in
Karnataka and Kerala has been more than the normal till
now. In the month of July, 2018 about 32 TMC ft. of water

is to be realized by Tamil Nadu at Billigundulu. Apart from




the above, the unutilized waters of Kerala in the Kabini sub

basin is also to be realized at Billigundulu.

I request the Authority to direct and ensure that
Karnataka releases the entire allocated quantity of water to
Tamil Nadu for the month of July, 2018 on 10 daily basis
from its reservoirs as mentioned in the Final Order of the
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal and the Hon'ble Supreme
Court. With this, I hope that the storage would improve
and the Dam could be opened for irrigation as early as

possible.

The Authority is also requested to ensure the same
pattern of releases by Karnataka for the entire irrigation
season as well as the water year. The extent of area
cropped as well as the minor irrigation by Karnataka should
be monitored by the Authority and the Regulation
Committee. Besides these, unauthorized diversions either
through schemes or by lifting should not be allowed. No
new schemes should be allowed without the concurrence of

CWMA.




We would like to suggest that the Authority has to
meet at least once a month and if needed, it has to meet
more frequently and at short notice too. The powers,
functions and duties as given in the Orders of Hon’ble
Supreme Court dated 18.05.2018 and as notified by
Government of India in its Gazette on 01.06.2018 are to be

scrupulously adopted and followed.

The Engineers of suitable rank from Central Water
Commission are to be appointed immediately to monitor
the release of water as per the decision of Authority in the
designated reservoirs forming part of the Tribunal’s Final

Order.

Indian Meteorological Department may be requested
to furnish periodical rainfall of the Cauvery basin and its

sub-basins to be party States.

The 1% meeting of the Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee is proposed to be held on 5% July, 2018 at
Delhi. As per the notification dated 1.6.2018, the

Headquarters of the Committee is Bengaluru. I, therefore,

-
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request that subsequent meetings may be held

at Bengaluru.

With these few words, I once again hope and expect
that the Authority will discharge its duties and functions
assigned to it by the Supreme Court and ensure that the
rights and the livelihood of farmers and people in the
Cauvery Basin of Tamil Nadu dependent on the waters of

Cauvery are fully protected.

On the Agenda items, I will offer Tamil Nadu’s

comments as and when they are taken up for discussion.

Thank You,
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ANNEX -V

CONTACT DETAILS

KARNATAKA

CAUVERY WATER CELL

KARNATAKA BHAWAN III

BHEEMA

ANDREWS GANJ, HUDCO PLACE,
KHELGAON ROAD, NEW DELHI 110049.
PH- 011 26257149.

EMAIL: oicwrd cwc@yvahoo.com

ceisweauvery@gmail.com

TAMIL NADU

LIAISON OFFICE, CAUVERY TECHNICAL CELL CUM INTER STATE
WATER WING,

OLD TAMIL NADU HOUSE,
NO. 6, KAUTILYA MARG, CHANAKYAPURI, NEW DELHI 110021.
PH. 011-23016428, 9958395094.

delhictetn@gmail.com.

Chennai: Secretary PWD, Tamil Nadu.
Phone : 044-25671622/ 25670718.

pwdsec@tn.gov.in




KERALA

Mr. Vijay Kumar PG

Nodal Officer, WRD, Kerala,

Law Wing, Travancore House, K.G.Marg,
New Delhi 110001.

Ph 011-23383652, 9968854775, 8076348968.

PUDUCHERRY

Mr. J.K.Ray,
Additional Resident Commissioner, Puducherry House.

Ph. 9958133533.
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16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

33
34
35
36
37

Supporting Staff strength for Cauvery Authority

Chairman

Sr.PPS /PPS to Chairman
PA to Chairman

Driver

MTS for Chairman office

Member(Water Resources)

PPS to Member(Water Resources)
PA to Member (WR)

Driver

MTS for Member (WR) office

Member(Agriculture)

PPS to Member(Agriculture)
PA to Member (Agriculture)
Driver

MTS for Member(Agriculture)

Secretary, Cauvery Water Management Authority
PS to Secretary

PA to Secretary

Driver

MTS

Administrative units under Secretary ,CWMA
Deputy Director(Admin)

Deputy Director(Laision)

Asisstant Director/Assisstant Director-I|
Asstt Public Relations Officer

Hindi and Records Officer(In-Charge)
Steno grade D

Upper Divisional Clerk

Lower Divisional Clerk

Office Superintendent

Drivers

MTS

Water Resources & Hydromet Unit under Member (WR)

Director (Engg)

PA to Director (Engg)

Driver

MTS

Deputy Director (Engg)

Deputy Director(Hydromet)/Assistant Dir(Hydrome
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38

39
40
41
42
43
44

45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Senior Professional Assistant(Hydrometrology)
/Professional Assistant

Asisstant Director/AD-1I (Engg)

Junior Engineer

Steno grade D

Upper Divisional Clerk

Lower Divisional Clerk

MTS

FINANCE WING
Director(Finance)

PA to Director

Driver

MTS

Accounts Officer/AAO
Steno Grade 'D'

MTS

Agricultural Wing under Member (Agriculture)
Director(Agricuiture)

PA to Director

Driver

MTS

Deputy Director(Agriculture)

Assistant Director (Agricuture)/AD-II (Agriculture)
Junior Engineer

Steno grade D

Upper Divisional Clerk

Lower Divisional Clerk

MTS

Total Number of Posts

—_ e N = — = — M) o — = N B —

e et et e = N = = e =
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Annex VII

Quantum of water to be ensured at Billigundulu site of CWC in a normal year in the

light of judgement of Hon’ble Supreme Court

S.No. Month (in TMC)
1. June 9.19
2. July 31.24
3 August 45.95
4 September 36.76
5 October 20.22
6 November 13.78
7 December 7.35
8 January 2.76
9 February 2.50
10 March 2.50
11 April 2.50
12 May 2.50
Total 177.25
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