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Normal rains likely in August, September

plus or minus 8%, the IMD
said.
The rainfall in August is

IMD expects 100% ‘
- ch Eleven States had a deficient rai
of LPA rainfall Status check tismoscontl Thursday Nap,
: show: { parture of actu
across the country ki bkl
f)/ between June 1and August 1in 2019’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA \'\' v :

- NEW DELHI1 ] SIKKIM D LARGE
The monsoon is expected to : : kvl
be normal in August and )
September, the India Mete- [N DEFICIENT
orological Department said f%m
on Thursday in its forecast
for the second half of the LR
four-month rainfall season. M’

Quantitatively, the rainfall i
across the country as a B .
whole during the two-month B LARGE EXCESS
period is likely to be 100% of o
the Long Period Average
(LPA) with a model error of

likely to be 99% of the LPA The LPA of the rainfall ov-

with.an error margin of plus  er the country as a whole for
or minus 9%, it said. the second half of the mon-

soon season (August to Sep-
tember) based on the 1961-

2010 period is 42.83 cm.
“The probabilistic fore-
cast suggests that the rainfall

‘across the country during

the second half of the South-
west Monsoon season is
most likely to be normal (94-
106% of LPA) with a proba-
bility of 45%,” the IMD said.

In April, the IMD had
made the forecast of a nor-
mal monsoon.

Mritunjay Mohapatra, Di-
rector General of IMD, said
the next two weeks are ex-
pected to bring good rainfall
due to formation of a low
pressure area in the north
Bay of Bengal.

The official rainfall season
in India starts from June to
September. .
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Zero-deficit monsoon likely in
second half of season, says IMD

Better rain will help
improveyield in crops
planted, say experts ,

SANJEEB MUKHERIEE 5
New Delhi, 1August ‘05

he India Meteorological
I Department (IMD) in its forecast
for the second half of the mon-
soon has said rain in August and
September is expected to be 100 per
cent of the Long-Period Average (LPA).
This should come as a big relief for
farmers.
The LPA for August and September,
the last two months of the southwest
onsoon, is around 42.83 cm, which is
49 per cent of the precipitation
from June to September, which is esti-
mated at 89 cm.
The Met said rain in August was
expected to be 99 per cent of the LPA.
Both the forecasts have set a model
error of plus and minus 8 per cent and 9
per cent, respectively.
The Met also retained its monsoon
forecast at 96 per cent of the LPA, which
is normal.

“Currently, the sea surface tempera-

tures (SSTs) as well as the atmospheric
conditions over the equatorial Pacific
Ocean indicate El Nino Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) neutral to bordetline
El Nifio conditions. The latest forecasts
indicate that these conditions are likely
to continue during the remaining part of
the monsoon season,” the Met said.
Rain in June was almost 33 per cent
less than normal, which is among its
worst performancesin the past five years.
The amount of rain was small
' because the monsoon arrived late in sev-
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eral states and set in over the Kerala coast
with a time lag owing to cyclone ‘"VAYU'
and its after-effects.

Abig monsoon break in August and
September would have spelled havoc
for the already delayed kharif crops and
affected their yields.

Officials said good rain in August —
though it might not improve acreages
much for most crops except urad,
moong, and paddy — would help in
improving yields in the crops planted.

“In the case of arhar, I don't see any
big improvement in acreage because in
most places sowing is over, but the show-
ersshould boost the acreage of urad and
moong, which are usually planted in late
July and early August,” N P Singh of the
Indian Institute of Pulses Research,
Kanpur, told Business Standard.

He said the moong acreage would
go up owing to good rain in the
latter half of the monsoon because it
was a short-duration crop and matured
in 60-65 days.

“In places where farmers could not
plant arhar, they could go formoong and
urad,” Singh said.

The data sourced from the depart-
ment of agriculture shows that till
July 26, because of the delayed onset of
the monsoon in several rainfed areas,
pulses were sown in around 8.29 mil-
lion hectares, which was around
18.58 per cent lower than in the same
period last year.

The biggest drop was in the area
under moong and arhar, where the
acreages fell by 24.74 per cent and 14.73
per cent, respectively, till July 26 as com-
pared to the same period last year.

“These acreage numbers will change
in the days to come,” Singh said.

All kharif crops have been sown in
around 68.87 million hectares till last
week, which was 6.43 per cent less than
last year and 7.87 per cent less than the
normal acreage, which is the average for
the last five years.

“Not only pulses, even paddy will
benefit dueto thelate surge in rain while
in South and Central India a good late
monsoon could translate into healthy
rabi crops,” said P K Joshi, former direc-
tor of the International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI).

“Farmers may opt to take advan-
tage of this pickup in rainfall to sow
short-duration crops ... However, the
late pickup in sowing is likely to weigh
upon yields. This may also have
some impact on food prices, which is
an emerging concern related to the
outlook for food inflation,” ICRA said
in a report.

Shubhada Rao, chief economist, YES
Bank, in a note said if the pace of rain sus-
tained through much of August, there
was a likelihood that for the season as a
whole, there could be only a minor short-
fall in precipitation vis-a-vis the Met’s
forecast of a 4 per cent deficiency.

Since July the rains picked up pace
and covered the country faster than
expected. The deficit narrowed to 9
per cent by the end of July. Experts
said this deficit might disappear in the
next few weeks.

The improvement in rain boosted the
water level in the 91-odd reservoirs of
the country from 26.94 billion cubic
metres (BCM) on July 4 to 40.83 BCM in
July 25, an increase of 51.5 per cent in
less than a month.
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One tribunal for all river water disputes: why the proposal, how it will work

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, AUGUST1 TRIBUNALS SO FAR
= P RIVER STATES WHENSETUP STATUS
ozi_wa.mmgsgrufﬁﬁ_a.? Godavan Maharashtra, Andhra, Kamataka, MP, Oclisha 1060 1980 award being implernented
R & : Krishna (Tribunal-1) rashtra, Andhra, Kamataka 1969 1976 award being implemented
T iy g (Manet-h. Mot ol
over sharing of river waters. The Bill cleared Narmada Rajasthan, MP, Gujarat, Maharashtra 1969 1979 award being implemented
byLokSabhaseekstomake amendmentsto | Cauvery Karmataka, TN, Puducherry. Kerala 1990 2007 award challenged in SC, later merged with 2018 SC judgment
the Inter-State River Waters Disputes Act of Krishna (Tribunal-)  Kamataka, Andhra, Telangana, Maharashtra 2004 Decision in December 2010, matter now in Supreme Court
ﬁm&aiusﬁmﬁnaasn.?ﬁ Mahanaci Odisha, Chhattisgarh 2018 Under adjudication
?ﬁ__e__ﬁrﬁﬁa u:m&:ﬁ..n_gus____mﬂaﬁ-a Mahadayi (oa, Kamataka, Mahasashira 2010, reconstituted 2013 Awasdin August 2018, Goa asked for reconsideration, under adjudication
the transfer of all existing water disputes to Raviand Beas Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan 1986 Oneaward in 1987, matter in Supreme Court
the new tribunal. All five existing tribunals |  Vansadhara Andhra Pradesh, Odlisha 2010, reconstituted 2012 Under adiudication
under the 1956 Act would cease to exist.
Why the change setupin April 1986 anditisstilltogivethefi-  increase in bureaucracy, delays, andpossible  tocome toanegotiatedsettlementthrough  the tribunal has to give its award within

‘The main purposeis tomake the process  nal award. The minimum a tribunal has  duplication of work The replacementoffive  a Disputes Resolution Committee (DRC). three years, which can be extended by an-
of dispute settlement more efficientandef-  takentosettleadisputeissevenyears,bythe  existing tribunals with a permanent tribu- ~ Only if the DRC fails to resolve the dispute  other two years. In practice, tribunals have

fective. Under the 1956 Act, nine tribunals  firstKrishna Water Disputes Tribunalin 1976, nalislikely toresultina25 percentreduction  will the matter be referred to the tribunal.

have so far been set up. Only four of them The amendment isbringingatimelimit  in staff strength, from the current 107 to 80, -
have given their awards. One of these dis-  for adjudicating the disputes. All disputes  and a saving of Rs 4.27 crore per year. How it will work

taken much longer to give their decisions.
Under the new system, the Centre
would set up a DRC once states raise a dis-

putes, over Cauvery waters between would now have to be resolved within a The current system of dispute resolution Inthe existing mechanism, whenstates  pute. The DRC would be headed by a serv-
Kamataka and Tamil Nadu, took 28 yearsto  maximum of four-and-a-half years. would give way toanew two-tierapproach.  raise adispute, the central govemmentcon-  ingorretired secretary-rank officer with ex-
settle. The Ravi and Beas Waters Tribunal was Themultiplicity of tribunals hasledtoan  The states concerned would beencouraged  stitutes a tribunal. Under the current law,  perience in the water sectorand would have

other expert members and a representative
of each state government concerned. The
DRC would try to resolve the dispute
through negotiations within ayear and sub-
mitareport to the Centre, This period can be
extended by a maximum of six months.

If the DRC fails to settle the dispute, it

report before investigating on its own. It
would have tofinalise its decision within two
years, aperiod that can beextended by amax-
imum of one more year — adding up to a
maximum of four-and-a-half years.

The decision of the tribunal would carry
the weightof an order of the Supreme Court.
Thereis no provision for appeal. However, the
Supreme Court, while hearing a civil suit in
the Cauvery dispute, had said the decision of
that tribunal could be challenged before it
througha Special Leave Petition under Article
136 of the Constitution.
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Cloudattemptsfallm drought—hItMaha

mnmm NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, AUGUST 1

Parts of Maharashtra are
likely to face another year
of drought as the state gov-
ernment’s delayed
attempts to carry out cloud
seeding in the worst affect-
" ed areas have flopped.
According to information
available from official
sources, cloud seeding in
Maharashtra’s drought-hit
areas of Vidarbha and
Marathwada was delayed as
‘several Centre Government
departments in New Delhi
dragged their feet in giving
clearances.
“The Maharashtra cabinet
had ukayed the cloud@eed—
" the monsoon and hnd ear-

u Cloud-seeding attempts in Vidarbha
and Marathwada areas got delayed as
several Central Government departments

delayed clearances

_~ WThe permissions expected in early June
L mrereoewedtowardstheend of July and

markedRs?»ﬂcrorefarﬂae

purpose,” a state govern-
ment source said.
However, the permissions

that were to come in early

Ty o
towards the end of July, -
B

according to

then,themonsoonhadsetm
many parts of the state, bar-
ring Marathwada, Vidarbha
and other drought-hit areas.

Officials  say  radars
deployedbythelndianlnsh

tute of Tropical Management
had detected rain-bearing

clouds in Solapur and
Osmanabad where some
cloud seeding was done a few
days ago.

However, it did not yield

spraying of chemicals like

iodide, potassium

iodide etc. was done at sub-
optimal levels, according to
officials. The state govern-
ment has, however, indicat-
ed that it would continue
with the cloud-seeding exer-
cise till the end of the mon-
soon season. Sources say
cloud seeding was in the
process of being extended to
Aurangabad and other
places as well.

According to weather
department, Marathwada
and Vidarbha have received
between 50 and 70 per cent of
the rainfall so far. Water level
in most of the dams in these
regions is low; say officials.

Meanwhile, Mumbai and
its surrounding areas and
Western Maharashtra have
received good rain
acom-dmg to officials.
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Gujaratrain: Four
deadin Vadodara, 6\
crocodilesonroads

SNS/PTI
AHMEDABAD/VADUDARA, 1
AUGUST

Four persons werekilled and
over 5,000 have been evac-
uated from Vadodara city
and surrounding areas in
Central Gujarat which was
battered by nearly 500 mm
ofrrainin 24 hours till Thurs-
day morning. The Vadodara
airport has been closed since
Wednesday and several trains
passing through the city too
have been cancelled or divert-
ed due to heavy water-log-
ging on tracks.

Crocodiles from nearby
Viswamitri river have ambled
across to many residential
areas along with the over-
flowing waters.Four labour-
ers died in wall collapse in
Vadodara city, chiefminister
Vijay Rupanisaid. As perthe
figures provided by the state
government, the city received
astaggering499 mm of rain-
fallin 24 hours ending 8 am
on Thursday.

Ofthis, 286 mm of rain fell
in just four hours, between
4 pmto8 pmonWednesday,
the release said.The torren-
tial rain and water over-
flowing from the Vishwamitri
has flooded most areas,
Rupani said in state capital
Gandhinagar after reviewing
the situation from the State
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre there. Four labourers
were killed when a wall col-
lapsed due to the heavyrain
in Chhani area ofVadodara,
headded. “Heavyrains, cou-
pled with water overflow-
ing from the Vishwamitri
has created a flood-like sit-
uation inVadodara. So farwe
have evacuated over 5,000
people from different areas.
Local administration has
distributed around 75,000
food packets and another 1
lakh packets have been kept
ready,” he said.Rupani said
water from the Vishwamitri
entered low- lying areas after
Ajwadam overflowed due to
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IMD: Normal
monsoon likely
in Aug, Sept

Kashmiri pedestrians
wade throuigh flood
waters in Srinagar on
Thursday. Ape

NEWDELH) TAUCUST

The monsoon is expected
tobenormalin Augustand
logical st g;
oro Department
onThursday in its forecast
for the second half of the
four-month rainfall sea-
son. A v,
Quantitatively, therain--
fall across the countryas a
mhoiechmngﬂ:engg-mmﬂx
penodlslikelyto ]
cent of the LongPerg)ﬂ
- (LPA) withamodel
erm:ofplusormmtm&per
cent, the IMD said. The
rainfallmAa.lgust likelyto
bessperwnﬂxeimwﬁ: 4
-an error margin of plus or
minus 9 per cent, it said.
The LPA of the rainfall
over the countryasawhole

for the second half of the

‘monsoonseason basedon
the 1961-2010 periud is
4283 cm. -

aheavy downpour

Teams of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF), two
columns of Army and fire
brigade have been pressed
into service to help strand-
ed people, Rupani said.
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Contract scrapped, Polavaram
irrigation project work stops

= Stinivasa.apparasu@htlive.com

. ‘l
R
HYDERABAD: The construction of
the Polavaram major irrigation
project on river Godavari in
Andhra Pradesh has come to a
haltwith chiefminister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy terminating the
contract given to Navayuga Engi-
neering Company Limited by the
previous Telugu Desam Party
government.

The state irrigation depart-
ment has served a termination
noticeon the construction major
forpre-closure of work. “Youare
requested togive consent/repre-
sentation on mutual consent
basis and also to settle the final
accounts within 15days,” said B
Sudhakar Babu, chiefengineer of
the Polavaram project head
works unit, in his notice dated
July 29.

The YSR Congress party gov-
ernment has decided to goin for

A COMMITTEE POINTED
OUT GROSS VIOLATION
OF TENDER NORMS
UNDER EPC CONTRACTS

fresh tenders to complete the
remaining work on the recom-
mendation of an eight-member
committee set up on June 14 to
examine the processes followed
by the TDP for tendering, launch-
ing and executing engineering
work. The committee, which sub-
mitted a43-pagereporttothegov-
ernment on July 23, pointed out
gross violation of tender norms
under engineering, procurement
and construction (EPC) contracts
in Polavaram and said the TDP
government had paid 33,128 crore
to the contractors in violation of
thenorms.

In the termination notice, the

chief engineer pointed out that
the previous government had ter-
minated the original EPC con-
tractorand entrusted the balance
work to Navayuga Engineering
onnomination basis (lump sum
contract). This was inappropri-
ate, thenotice said.

The worksincluded: spillway
and spill channel of the project
worth31,244.35 crore, additional
worksincluding foundations for
hydel power plantcosting¥918.76
croreand balance works of main
dam package including coffer
dams, earth-cum-rock-fill dam
gap-1, approach channel etc.,
costing¥751.55crore.

Navayuga authorities
declined comment on the termi-
nationnotice. But TDP president
NChandrababu Naidu expressed
regretover the development.

“Polavaram will continue to
remain a dream. Our govern-
ment had completed nearly 70%
oftheproject...," hetweeted.

oooooad
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- Sewage water:
~ NGT seeks

Times News NETWORK

. New Delhi: National Green
- Tribunal has asked Delhi Jal
Board to set up a system for
carrying untreated sewage
and waste water for treatment
from Trilokpuri and Indira
Camp colonies in east Delhi.
A bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Adarsh
Kumar Goel said the action
plan may also provide for
interim arrangements such
as phytoremediation techni-

 IESDE

i ques to prevent untreated se-
i wage being dmcharged into

: waterbodies.

The technology — phyto-

rid — uses certain specific
plants that can absorb nutri-
ents directly from waste wa-
. teranddonotneed soil.
§ It also asked Delhi Pollu-
¢ tion Control Committee
(DPCC) tofile an action taken
report on dumped garbage
and desilting of drains near
Dharamshila Narayana Su-
perspeciality Hospital in east
Delhi’s Dallupura.

The green court said that
merely writinglettersby DPCC
to violators does not absolve it
of its duties to take preventive
and remedial action.

Yamuna panel slams DJB
actionplan % 4S SEWeT pr0]ect drags on

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With the inter-
ceptor sewer project (ISP)
missing two deadlines, Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) has been
facing the ire of the NGT-
appointed Yamuna monito-
ring committee.

In a recent meeting, the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) panel said, “There
is no sanctity to the timeli-
nes, which have been altered
repeatedly with no sense
of responsibility DJB must
give convineing reasons for
the delay DJB pleading
helplessness shows a callous
disregard for assurances
given and obviously no
critical path is beingfollowed
to ensure there are no
repeated slippages.”

The project seeks to trap
sewage water from the 108-odd
sub-drains of major Najaf-
garh, Shahdara and Supple-
mentary drains. This will be
sent to the nearest treatment
plant before being discharged
into themain drains, bringing
down the pollution levels in
the Yamuna.

The expert committee
told the water utility, also in
charge of the capital’s drai-
nage system, that it might or-

Fllsphoto

: i [
CATCHING AT THE SOURCE: The project seeks to trap sewage water
from the 108-odd sub-drains of three major drains

deranindependent technical
audit of the project.
According to the commit-
tee, the project was initially
scheduled to be completed in
December 2018, which was re-
vised to June 2019 and now to
December. “The chief engine-
er in charge explained that
EIL, a Government of India
enterprise, is the project con-
sultant and DJB has no cont-
rol over them, Moreover, one
of the contractors, Pratibha
Industries, is on the verge of
bankruptey and DJB is some-
how trying to get the work
completed. It isargued that re-
scinding the project and re-in-
vitingtendersat thisstage will
cause further delay,” it stated.

The panel also wanted to
know the veracity of DJB's
claim that125MGD of sewage
is already being trapped by
ISE The chief engineer, it po-
inted out, said the figure was
the flow measured in the dra-
ins trapped so far, not the ac-
tual flow measured at the po-
int of trapping. Slamming
DJB for not getting the claim
verified independently, the
committee said, “MC finds
this unacceptable and, there-
fore, asked DJB to do this wit-
hinone week.”

R 8 Tyagi, expert member
(drainage) at DJB, has also
been asked toverify theclaim
along with Delhi Technologi-
cal University.



: 10 . - . )
News item/letter/article/editorial published on 0/.-\.'. 08¢ 25‘!‘7 .inthe following newspaper

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Times of India (New Delhi)
Indian Express

The Hindu (New Delhi)
Pioneer Delhi

Rashtriya Sahara

I'h

i e e o S )

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC,

Decean Hera
Deccan Herald
l.'
13L.:mu~ Standard

id

conomic Times

[

D‘m‘(n Bhaskar

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Kesari (Hindi)
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Dainik Jagran

Jansatta

BEOaan

Endless wait for canal watermtall-end areas

HE Nalwa Assembly
j segment — from the

" FARTOTHE southern part of His-
N GROUND  ar township to the farend of
< the district touching the
ASSEMBLY SEGMENT Rajasthan border — has
been erying for basic infra-
strueture such as roads and
potable water

The segment had wit-
nessed prolonged dharna
in 2018 on the demand of
canal water supply to tail-
end areas. The dilapidat-

Q,_ ;s

waterlogging and poor

[ ") have added to
The Segmentsaw d ?ﬁ:::ieof :the uiha: TES-
| prolonged dhama S I s
LI 3 Iy ‘segment
‘ in 2018 onthe was set up after delimitation
3 in 2009, Earlier, the region
demand of canal :‘v‘mmmdmigm,}
- wattersupplyfotaitend  Assembly ~ segments ot
Adampur, Hisar and Bawani
- areas. Besides Khera in Bhiwani district,
| waterscarcity, bad  Proftanbas Sioeh avetor
foads, waterlogging THULA i et
S
and pOOr SEWEIAEE sented by Ranots oy
have added tothe i S ,fj:;‘mmnmﬂy
woes of Nalwa " defected E; 1:1:;;?J BJaI:ty agaé
1 e £ rESlgmng m the
| [eSUENS.Wites  Teneeninr o
The Tribunereporter . The demographicprofleof
ender Deswal  rural and urban electorate. Tt
Deepender Deswal

comprises four wards —
number 18, 17, 18 and 19 of
Hisar town having sector 15,
Patel Nagar, Chaudhary Cha-
ran Singh Haryana Agricul-
ture = University: (HAU),
Defence. Colony, Amarjeet
Colony,. Azad Nagar etc.
Besides, it has 50 villages

which include the most:

waterstarved villages of
Bachra, Sarsana Gawar
Gorehiete.

Sandeep Singh, a resi-

ed condition of roads,

ROUGH RIDE: A pot-holed road ﬁearthe Sector 15 market in Nalwa. TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH

Lagislatorspeak

#6Eariier, HUDA was responsible for
the maintenance of roads and
drainage. But the problem arose
when HUDA handed over these works
. to the Municipal Corporation which
complained of lack of funds. Now, the

issue has been sorted out and the roads will be: | Ranbir Gangwa (BJP), Cag:Bhuprrr
re-carpeted soon. 2 Ranbir Gangwa, ¢ der(BJP), SampatSingf (Cong)
Oppesttionspeak ‘Development projects

61 had started the process to
‘ensure potable and irrigation water
toall villages. But things came to a
‘standstill after 2014 wheri the BJP
took over. The entire segment has.
been deprived of even basic facilities
| such as water and roads. 29 sampat Singh, concasss

lTwo sewag&tre&tmant' Ianm

= Government to rernddel Water
channels to ensure water’
tallend areas B 15

dent of Defence Colony;
said that watertoggmg has
been a major problem in
the rains in the localities
of Defence Colony, Sector*
15, Patel Nagar.

“The roads of these locali-
ties have been in a shambles
for the past five years. We live
in the urban township but we
have a representative who is
aresident of Gangwa village.

" Despite the fact that the

politicians live in Sector 15,
the condition of roads and
drainage is bad,” he said.
Similar are the grievances
of the rural electorate.
Suresh Kumar, Sarpanch of
Balawas village, hadled a 77-
day-long dharna demanding
restoration of the owmership
of the common land of the
village from encroachers

which was needed for the
construction of waterworks.

They ended the dharna
after Chief ~ Minister
Manohar Lal  Khattar
assured them on the
demand. “But there is no
progress in the matter so far”
he complained stating that
they want the waterworks to
end the shortage of potable
water in the village. -

Kurda Ram Nambardar,
who headed the Jal Sang-
harsh Samiti which spear-
headed the 44-day dharna
at DC office in Hisar in
2018, said that they want
the canal water to reach
the tail-end in all the vil-
lages of the segment.

“Our share was diverted to
other pockets about two
decades ago and we have
been  suffering on this
account. We don’t have ade-
quate water for drinking
and toirrigate’ the fields,

That has reduced our agri- |

cultural returns drastically
over the years,” he said.

Even the newly elected |

Hisar MP Brijendra Singh
hasraised the watershortage
issue of Nalwa segment in
the Lok Sabha demanding
inelusion of these villages in
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY):

Local MLA Ranbir Gang-
wa (elected on INLD ticket
but has joined the BJP
now), who used to cry a lot
before joining the BJP
about the non-cooperation
of the government and
Ioeal officials, is obviouslya
changed man now:

Stating that the govern-
ment has released enough
funds for the development of
the segment, Gangwa said
that two sewage treatment
plants have become opera-
while the railway overbridge
on the south bypass is under
construetion.

““The government has also
remodelled  distributaries’
and canals to ensure water to
the tail-end areas,” he said
while admitting that a num-
ber of villages suffer due to
water shortage.
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