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~ Wate purifien with zero wastage
technology launched in Bengalury

ﬁﬁ\

(L-R) Dr Mahesh Gupta, CMD, Kent RO, Sri Sri Ravishankar and Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat launch the zero wastage water purifier in Bengaluru

ne of India’s most trusted water

purifier brand, Kent RO, has in-

vented a technology, which en-
sures zero water wastage through RO pu-
rifiers. The technology was launched in
Bengaluru by Sri Sri Ravishankar, fou-
nder, Art of Living. Also present at the
event were Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
Union Minister for Jal Shakti, and Dr
Mahesh Gupta, CMD, Kent RO.

The brand claims that this technology
will recycle the residue water in a man-
ner that not even a single drop gets wast-
ed. The conventional RO water purifier
has a recovery rate of 4:1, that is, four glass-
es of water will give one glass of pure wa-
ter. But with the new technology the re-

covery rate is boosted to 50%, they say.
This implies that four glasses of water will
produce two glasses of drinkable water.
And the remaining two
glasses will further be re-
cycled and filtered to make
it drinkable. Therefore, not
even a single drop of water gets wasted in
the RO process, they say. This is achieved
through various innovative and patented
processes, which involve advanced filtra-
tion procedure as well as use of efficient
RO membranes.

Dr Mahesh Gupta said, “Water wastage
through RO will be a history soon as we
have invented a water purifier with zero
waste technology. On the whole, conven-

LAUNCH PAD

tional RO water purifiers require 40 litres
of raw water to produce 10 litres of pure
and drinkable water, so you can imagine
how much water is being
flushed away daily. Realising
this huge problem and tech-
nology lag country wide, we
have come up with this technology.”

Another key factor, says the brand, is
that despite the poor quality of water, the
technology will retain all essential min-
erals. “With families focusing more on
living a healthy lifestyle and averting po-
tential health risks due to contaminated
water, the market for water purifiers in
India is growing at a remarkable rate,”
added Gupta.
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Toy basmati

in 16,000 hectares in Jammu

SN0 790
JAMMU, DECEMBER19

Untimely heavy rains since
November have inflicted a
devastating blow to world-
famous = basmati-growing

area in the Jammu region

with crops over 16,000
hectares destroyed or
damaged on ground.

_As per the assessment of
the Agriculture Department,

-much of the basmati har-

vested late than other vari-
eties of paddy has been dam-
aged due to series of heavy
spell of rains during the past
two months. At many places
where the produce was
stocked on ground, water-
logging has buried the har-

“vest, affecting its quality.

Despite the losses, the
Union Territory (UT) admin-
istration is yet to announce
any relief package. Farmers
are also ineligible to receive
compensation under the
PM Fasal Bima Yojna as the
administration has not
extended the insurance
scheme this year.

Afarmer shows the damaged paddy crop in Jammu. FiLe PHOTO

" Due to the loss, basmati

cultivators are looking at a.

bleak future this year as
they are not able to
sell their produce.
“Whatever produce was
saved from rains, in the
absence of the notified Mini-

mum Support Price (MSP).

middlemen and millers are
forcing farmers to sell their
produce at lower rates. We
are ruined this year, but the
authorities are totally apa-
thetic,” said Dev Raj Choud-
hary, president Basmati Rice
.Growers Association (J&K).

Normally per quintal rate

of basmati is about Rs 4,000
to Rs 4,500 but farmers are
now forced to sell it at Rs
2,500 to Rs 2,800 per quintal.
“Farmers are in distress
“as much of the produce
has been damaged. It
could be more if a proper
survey is conducted,” said
Tejinder Singh, president,
Kissan Union.

Chief Agriculture Officer
(CAO), Jammu, Faroogq
Ahmed Bhat said, “We are
compiling - a  detailed
report. Weather"}}as dashed
hopes of expected bumper
harvest this year.”
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Have good ties with
Bangladesh MEA

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

The Foreign Office sought to
soft-pedal the cancellation of
visits by Bangladesh minis-
ters and postponement of a
meeting of the Joint Rivers
Commission (JRO).

Raveesh Kumar, MEA
spokesperson, said there
were over 75 dialogue mech-
anisms with Bangladesh and
a relationship that close
should not be defined by a
few postponements.

Bangladesh Foreign Min-

_ister AK Abdul Momin put-

off his pre-planned visit to
Delhi, while Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan decid-
ed not to go to Shillong due
to protests over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act.
‘Bangladesh has explamed

What is happanmg in

reschedulmg of meéttngs
f Raveesh Kumar, MEA SPOKESPE

the reasons. The meeting was
postponed because Bangladesh
side did not have the water flow
data for six rivers,” said the
MEA spokesperson.
Bangladesh has said Momin
could not go to India as he had
to attend national day celebra-
tions back home. Khan had
cancelled his visit to Shillong
after he was advised not to
travel by road. — TNS
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INSIGHT

~ The new face of environment activism

India needs to develop its own environment framework

T ey

JYOTI MUKUL

ajeev. Chaba, president and
R managing director, MG Motor
. India, walked in before guests
with child actor Prachi Thakur as his
company unveiled the ZS, an all-elec-
tric SUV, earlier this month. After being
ushered into the car, Thakur waved at
the audience at New Delhi’s Pullman
Hotel from the car’s sunroof. During
the show, the hall’s dome projected
moving caricatures conveying the mes-
sage that conventional vehicles cause
pollution and going electric was the
only way forward,

It was not without reason that the
Chinese company roped in Thakur to
unveil its high-end EV, whose battery
can be reused for power generation.
Whether such high end models will
make much of a difference to air pollu-
tion remains a subject of debate but
children and young adults have been
at the forefront of movements across

the globe demanding critical action on

environment from governments and
decision makers. These actions could
be in the public space or within the
confines of the family . ~
While the COP25 summit in Madrid
concluded without drawing much
attention in India and failed to get
nations to speed up targets set under

the Paris agreement, it is the likes of
Thakur and those slightly older who
would define climate change move-
ments going forward. Daily
Intelligencer, a website of the New York
magazine group, in a December 16
write-up called Anténio Guterres,
Secretary-General of the United
Nations, a “Greta Thunberg’s alarmist
equal” for saying at Madrid that “the
point of no return is no longer on the
horizon... it is in sight and hurtling
towards us”.

Though Intelligencer’s comment
had more to do with the failure of
COP25, it brings out the dichotomy of

‘the times — that a 16-year-old girl is

able to carry the message more force-
fully while member countries failed to
put an action plan in place. In
September 2019, she addressed the UN
Climate Action Summit in New York to
warn about the world her generation
would end up inheriting if nations
failed to act now.

Earlier in 2019, Thunberg spear-
headed the School Strike for Climate
(Skolstrejk for kKlimatet in Swedish), also
called Fridays for Future (FFF). School
students did not attend classes and
instead took part in demonstrations to
demand action to prevent further global
warming and climate change. On March
15, more than one million were reported
to have kept out of schools. This, how-
ever, went unnoticed in India except for
some pockets in the major cities where
students egged on by their schools held

_events to drive home the message of

environment-friendly behaviour
among urban citizens. ;

Prime Minister Narendra Modi did
try to wage a war on plastics but the
government’s efforts at environment
preservation have been peripheral, and
is often confused with Swachh Bharat,

the flagship programme for clean toi-
lets and sanitised living.

There is another face of environ-
mental activism that has emerged with
the Extinction Rebellion. This move-
ment has an India chapter as well.
Though run by professionals and peo-
ple much older than Thunberg, it prac-
tises civil disobedience and forces clo-
sure of what it perceives as
environmentally harmful. Set up by
Roger Hallam and Gail Bradbrook and
other activists in the
United Kingdom in May 2018, the
Extinction Rebellion is also called XR.
Many do not support the antics of XR
sympathisers because they coerce peo-
ple rather than convince them to shun
environmentally harmful activities.
Nonetheless, it is true that the lack of
global leadership among policy makers
and influencers has been the main rea-
son behind the emergence of sub-
national forces this year.

Within India, getting those beyond
a defined group to use less water or
recycle waste or do less damage to envi-
ronment in whatever small way they .
can is largely left to non-government
agencies. This is despite the fact that
damages caused due to climate change
are more pronounced in smaller cities
and villages simply because the infras-
tructure in both personal and public
spaces is less disaster resilient. It is,
therefore, important that the benefits
of being environment friendly, having
a smaller carbon footprint and being
less of a burden on natural resources is
built into publie psyche. The first step
is to shun complacency. For policy mak-
ers sitting in the national and state cap-

5

itals, COP25’s failure should be no relief -

but a push for developing India’s own
national environment framework with
actionable triggers and urgent targets.
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