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Pennar river dispute: CWC to hotﬂ
joint meeting of Karnataka, TN

HEW DELHL DHNS: The Cone
tral Warer Commission
{CWO has convened the
mecting of Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu Water Resources
secretaries on February 24
to explore the possibility of
wmteable solution to Pennar
eiver {Pinakind, South Pea-
rary water sharing dispuie
Bietween twostates.

The Centre’s devigion 1o
hold 2 meeting came in the
background of the Supreme
C‘amf;lirf.mng“!mm Naduto
approach the Miniseey of Jal

- Shake tor amicable solution

as well as passibilivy of fore
myatton of tribunal 1o resolve
the dispute. Barlier, Tamil
WNadu approached the apex
court seeking direction to
Rarnataka for hatting ali five
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GEROIE wrigahion projects.,
mcluding constraction of a
check dam on Mackandeyva
Hiver, awriburary af Peanar,
i Kalar distrier

The five projects in Kar
nataka objected o by Tamil
Nadu tnclude diversion of
surplus waters of Varthur
Take in Bengalurn to Narase
apura ek in Ktﬁdi‘ he Tae
il Nadu slleged that check
dat on Mardundeva River
aear Yargol in Malor, would
hivthe lowindownstream of
Perivar River.

Karnataka moved that
78% works of the check dam
project had been complersd.
Since the water is being used
for dembing only, there was
aoneed e take lowerviparaan
state’s permussion, tclaimed.
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Los Angeles: Water makes up
sbout ©.25 per cent of the
malecules in Jupiter's atmos-
phere along its equator —al
mast three times that of the
Hun, according to a study ba-
sed on data from NASA's
2011 duno mission. The study,
~ pubiished in Nature Astrong-
my on Tuesday, provided the
first findings on the gas gia-
nt's abundance of water sin-
ce the space agency's 19938
Galileo mission. According to
the ressarchers, including the
ofe from MNASA's det Propul-
sion Laboratory in the US,
Jupiter may be sxtremely dry
compared 1o the Sun —a
compatison based not on lig-
uich water, but on the pres-
ance of its components, Oxy-
gen and hydrogen.
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4.5 lakh recharge units
required, only103 built

Pb doing little to protect water table: CAG

VisHAV BHARTI T~ 26
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 19
Around seven years ago, the
Central Ground Water Board
identified 4.55 lakh potential
groundwater recharge struc-
tures, but the state has con-
structed just 103 such struc-

tures, meeting just 0.02 per

cent of the total requirement.
Despite its groundwater
deplétion crisis, the state
government doesn’t have a
road map in place to tackle
the problem, the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
has observed in its findings.

According to sources in the
Department of  Water
Resources, a 26-page CAG
report on groundwater will be
tabled in the upcoming Bud-
get session of the Punjab Vid-
han Sabha from Thursday.

In consultation with states,
the Central Ground Water
Board developed a master
plan in 2013 which identified
4.55 lakh potential recharge
structures, including nearly
80,000 shafts, rooftops of 3
lakh houses and 75 000

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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4.5 lakh recharge units required..

government and institution-
. al buildings. Despite the
water board’s initiative, the
state government construct-
ed only 103 groundwater
recharge structures between
1992 and 2015. Of the 103
structures, ‘the Department
of Soil and Water Conserva-
tion constructed 73 small
rainwater harvesting dams.
As per the master plan,

. which was to be imple-.

mented by 2023, Punjab is
among the states that
require “highest
recharge”. “The efforts to
recharge the groundwater
in the state have been neg-

. stage  of

ligible despite the fact that
the state had the highest
groundwater
extraction in the country.”
CAG observed.

. The report observed that

the State was yet to lay

emphasis on ensuring the
sustainability of this scarce
natural resource, as is evi-

dent from the fact that it has |

not yet implemented the
Indian Easement Act, 1882,

“and also hasn’t adopted any

groundwater  legislation.
According to Indian Ease-
ment Act, the owner of a
piece of land does not own

the groundwater under the

land if it passes throughsa
defined channel.

The Water Resour?e?“an
Environment = Directorate (
(WRED) submitted a “Draft |
State Water Policy” to the gov- |
ernment in November 2008
with the overall objective of
ensuring equitable distribu-
tion among agriculture, indus-
try and domestic sectors but
this policy is yet to be
approved. By 2012, 14 states

* had adopted the State Water

Policy, but Punjab wasn’t one
of them. The CAG has
observed that no effort was
made by the state to frame leg-
islation to save gmundwater

1
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SJVN gets best hydro power

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 19 FEBRUARY

SatlujJal Vidyut Nigam (SJVN)  §

Limited has been honoured
with the CBIP Award-2020 of
Best Performing Hydro Power :
Company.

* Union Minister of State for

Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria
presented the award to SJVN's
Chairman & Managing Direc-
tor Nand Lal Sharma'at a
function organised by Cen-
tral Board of Irrigation and
Power (CBIP) in New Delhi.

.The award was present-

edin the presence of Chair-

man, Central Water Com-

mission, RKJain, Chairman,
Central Electricity Author-
ity PS Mhaske and Secretary,

' SJVN CMD Nand Lal Sharma
( th""q from left) receives
the award in New Delhi. sxg

CBIP.

__Nand Lal Sharma said
SJVN has received this award
for outstanding contribu-
tion to the nation by setting
new bench marks in gener-

ation & maintenance of

hydro projects and use oflat-
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est state-of-the-art tech-
nologies and smart solu-
tions for tackling major silt
erosion problems.

SJVN’s flagship 1500 MW
Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power
Station and 412 MW Ram-
pur Hydro Power Station
have been invariably exceed-
ing their design energy tar-
gets and their plant avail-
ability factors are constant-
ly above 100%.

He said against the MoU
target of generation 0f9100
million units of electricity for

current financial year from

its power stations, SJVN has

generated more than 9270:
"million units during cur-

rent financial year till date.

Shagma said the financial
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company award

position of SJVN also
remained healthy with total
revenue amounting to Rs
2908.99 crore and net prof-
it of Rs 1364.29 crore in FY
2018-19.

This year SJVN is sure of

making capital investment
of Rs 1200 crore in the con-
struction of power projects
in India and abroad.
Sharma said for the next
financial year a CAPEX of Rs.
2880 croreis planned. SJVN
has an ambitious target of Rs
25000 crore investment in

‘ongoing and up-coming

ts in next five years. .
SIV alsoforayedinto
théﬁelds of renewable ener-

- gy, power transmission and

thermal.
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Cleaning Yamuna top priority: (M

CM Kejriwal gives officials a week’s time to come up with a concrete plan to implement the poll promise

“ EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @#New Delhi
- CLEANING the Yamuna river

along with providing 24-hour
safe and clean tap water will be
the top priority for the Delhi
government, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on

~ Wednesday

The CM had held a meeting
with the head of departments,
cabinet ministers and secretar-
ies to discuss the course of ac-
tion to be taken on the promis-
es made on Aam Aadmi Party’s
‘Guarantee Card’.

Kejriwal has given a week’s
time to the officials to come up
with a concrete plan on imple-
menting the poll promises fast-
er. “There has been a signifi-
cant improvement in the avail-
ability of water in Delhi, espe-
cially in the summer season for
the last two years. Government
has developed a detailedplan to
further improve water availa-

bility. We assure you 24-hour
safe and clean tap water in the
next five years,” said Kejriwal.

According to officials, plans
for cleaning Yamuna have al-
ready been initiated and ideas
are being discussed. “We are
now clear about how to proceed
with cleaning the river. In the

last tenure, we had to under-
stand why Yamuna was being
polluted and which techniques
will work. We are almost ready
with plans and therefore no
time will be wasted in this
term,” added an official.

The Delhi Jal Board, which
was previously headed by Ke-

jriwal, now has Satyendar Jain
as its chairperson. Jain has
multiple ministries in his kitty
including health and PWD.

“I did not have any depart-
ment with me during the last
tenure as well except the Delhi
Jal Board. It is much easier to
monitor the functioning of all
the departments than handling
any particular department. I
believe it is the responsibility
of the Chief Minister to over-
look the performance of all the
ministers and the operations of
their departments,” CM noted.

One of the officials, who did
not wished to be named, said
having a single cabinet minis-
ter looking after all the water
related portfolios will escalate
policies faster.

During the Assembly elec-
tion rallies, Kejriwal had prom-
ised of making Yamuna so
clean that people can take
‘bath’ and ‘dip’ in the riven:
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was ensured by fo]]owmg the
documented  maintenance

round-the-clock

vigil, and latest technology
used for its upkeep.

‘Bhakra Beas Management
Board chairman DK Sharma
was also awarded a national-

level award in recognition of
his significant contrlbutlon
towards the develop

power sector.

Rattan Lal Kataria, MoS
for Jal Shakti, conferred the
awards at an event in New
Delhi today. — TNS

Yamuna bemg cleaned ahead of President Trump s visit to the Taj Mahal on Feb 24. About 500 cusecs of water

was released from Upper C’anga Canal to charge the river’s flow and clear up the muck and stink
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