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Prolonged rains help tackle drought

* Survey predicts dip in number of villages facing water scarcity in 2020 'H’ s

ALOK DESHPANDE duct of a survey from almost
MWuhllM'BeA lthé prolonged rains in GMN’ING WATER LEVEL s;,iedr}ll(zzlﬂs}tilgtfh lgivtv};egaitnakarte’
Maharashtra have led to des- . mowru IN wnm TABLE o Director, GSDA. He added
truction of crops in many 00 { 63 /0 that the survey will help plan
parts of the State, it has also it h and prepare for drought mi-
given apthc:lxl".ifies a breather itacae 21 tigitvi‘(l)n r‘;llﬁﬂgeods i3
-mtacldmg_ ught. growth in “We 'updatmg_ e
According to the drought report after incorporating
s water level

prediction survey 2019-20,
prepared by the Groundwa-
ter Surveys and Develop-
ment Agency (GSDA) of the
State government, around

latest reports following the
total withdrawal of rains by
January,” he added.
Considering the geogra-
phy of Maharashtra, 28%

689 villages in 14 tehsils of area is a highly dissected pla-
the State could face water teau, which includes Kon-
scarcity in 2020. Of these kan, western ghats and other
359 villages may face the hilly regions. At least 44%
problem from January while area is moderately dissected

the rest from April 2020. The

survey was released in the
first week of November and

levels were.measured till Oc-

plateau with medium water
seepage capacity. The rest of
the 28% area is undissected

is available online. 700 mm rainfall. The rest of plateau and/or valley fill
As per the survey, the vil-  tober-end. the State falls in the less than.  where groundwater availa-
lages which might face water According to the survey, 700 mm rainfall category. bility is higher. }
scarcity in 2020 are in Latur, ~ entire Konkan region includ- “Earlier, the prediction In addition, 82% of the
Osmanabad, Solapur, Parb- .ing Mumbai, Kolhapur, was broadlybased on merely State consists of balsamic
hani, Yavatmal, Amaravati Bhandara, Gondia, and Gad- 32,00 observation wells. But  rock which has the capacity
and Chandrapur districts. chiroli fall in the region considering the size of the tostore merely 1to 3% water.
The GSDA survey for 2018-  which received more than State, we decided to set up Metamorphic rock covers

19 had estimated that 11,487

1200 mm rainfall while

32,769 wells this time. These

10% region which too does

villages from 167 tehsils Pune, Satara, Nasik, Nandur- were geo-tagged with Maha- not hold water. Of the re-
would face water scarcity bar, Latur, Parbhani, Hingo- rashtra Remote Sensing Ap- maining 8%, around 5.5% is
due to rainfall deficit. For li, Nanded, Amaravati, Wash-  plication Centre. The gram sedimentary rock while rest
this year’s survey, the GSDA  im, Yavatmal, Nagpur, panchayat and jal suraksh- isalluvium where water stor-
had set up 32,769 observa- Wardha and Chandrapur re-  aks were given trammg Asa age is considerably good,

tion wells where the water

ceieve around 1200 mm to

result, thls report isa pro-

around 5 to 10%.
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sea level rise of 1.7mm/yr

It's About Half
Of Average
Rise Globally

Vishwa.Mohan ¢ x

@timesgroup.com \Q\'

New Delhi: Sea levels along
the Indian coast have risen
by 8.5 cm during the past 50
years with an average in-
crease of 1.7 mm per year,
said the government in Ra-
jya Sabha as it shared data
from 10 major ports across
the country in response to a
Parliament question.
Compared to global data,
the annual average seal level
rise along Indian coast is al-
most half at present. UN’s lat-
est Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change report
showsthatsea levelglobally is
risingattherateof 3.6mm per
yearand “accelerating”.
Thedata, collected at10In-
dian ports, indicates sea lev-

\

YEARLY RISE:
iy TREND AT 10
14 MAJOR PORTS
Kandla
32 W
- *Long-term data of'
different locations s
obtained for different o -
: duration, ranging from g LT
? 28 years for Okha to 59
?kf_:‘a ~ 128years for Mumbai 5 :
Mumbal O % 8 Panadeep g
0.7 : # 29
} il ade Vizag
¥ v 0.9
: VO Chennai 5
: W03
Kochi ————— Qi Fila s Port Blair
13 priics 18 22

els at Diamond Harbour in
West Bengal recorded high-
est annual average increase

(5.16 mm/year) followed by

Kandla (3.18m/year) in Guja-
rat, Haldia (2.89 mm/year) in
West Bengal, Port Blair (2.2
mm/year) in Andaman & Ni-

cobar Islands and Okha (1.5
mm/year) in Gujarat. These
annual average figures were
not taken during the same pe-
riod or for same duration ‘at
all ports. Even though the da-
ta may not be exactly compa-
rable, but experts say they
give a fair idea of sea level

rise as figures were recorded .

over a longer period ranging
from 28 years to128 years.
The government in its re-
sponse, said the rate of in-
crease of sea level can’t be at-
tributed to climate change
“with certainty” as no long
term data on land subsidence
oremergenceareavailablefor
these locations. Junior envi-
ronment minister; Babul Su-
priyo, told Rajya Sabha that
the highestrise of sealevel in-
crease at Diamond Harbour
was also due to large-scale
land subsidence seen happen-
ing there. The same may ap-
ply toKandla, Haldiaand Port
Blair, he said. Thefigures, cit-
ed by him, were taken from
ministry of earth sciences.

goooooo



News item/letter/article/editorial published ongo ~jj .20 I gthe Tollowing newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman'(Ncw Delhi)
The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)
The Hindu ( Delhi)

Pioneer (Delhi)

ITET [ERT (feweh)

[1 Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

[J Deccan Cronicle

[ The Economic Times (New Delhi)

[ Bugiress Standard(New Delhi)
he Tribune (Gurugram)

[] Financial Express
O 2F=F srex (@32 Red)

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

ooooooo

fegzam (75 el

AT AR T (7 )
ueE F (e
T GhE (7 R
& SR (7
Servrear (fgee)
IR 3OO (7 Re)

ooil)

‘Srisailam dam needs maintenance’ , o

Foundation in peril if plunging pool erodes towards dam, says Rajendra Singh

G. VENKATARAMANA RAO
VIJAYAWADA

‘Waterman of India’  and
Magsaysay Award winner Ra-

jendra Singh has said the Sri-.

sailam Dam needs repair and
maintenance - works
urgently. ‘

Following up on a report
on the damage caused to the
dam, its downstream apron
and plunging pool by the
several floods that have bat-
tered it in recent times, Mr.
Singh visited the reservoir
and interacted with opera-

tions and ' maintenance
officials.
Speaking to The Hindu ov-

‘er telephone from atop the
dam, Mr. Singh said the Su-
perintending Engineer had
told him that the plunging
pool was growing and there
was a need to arrest its
growth. The foundation of

Réjendra Singh at the Srisailam Dam albng4w

.

ithdam SE :

Chandrasekhara Rao on Tuesday. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the dam would be in danger
if the plunging pool eroded
towards the dam.

* Mr. Singh said more men
and money were needed for
the maintenance of the Sri-
sailam dam, on which the
lives of lakhs of peopie de-
pended. Top priority should

be given to the issue, he ad-

ded. Mr. Singh said he was
told that around %60 crore
was needed to take up works
to prevent the “expansion”
of the plunging pool both to-
ward and away from the

Several dams in the coun-
try were poorly maintained,
Mr. Singh pointed out, ad-

“ding that infrastructure was

being developed but there
Wwas no proper maintenance
of it. 3

Jalbiradiri national con-
vener and environmental ac-
tivist Bolisetty Satyanaraya-

oooooogog

na said that considering the

financial position of Andhra
Pradesh, the Union govern-

ment should ensure that the
Central Water Commission '

included the protecting of

* plunge pool works under the

World Bank’s Dam Rehabili-

Project (DRIP) II.

The extended parts of the
dam’s plunge pool should be
filled with M50 concrete, Mr.
Satyanarayana said. The out-
come of the underwater stu-
dy made by National Insti-
tute of Oceanography is
expected in a couple of
weeks.

‘tation and Improvement
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‘32teamsto collect Delhi
‘drinking water samples

UnderDelhigovt's water testing exercise across city, results will be made publicwithinamonth

PTI

NEW DELHI, 19 NOVEMBER 3"79
he Delhigovernment
said on Tuesday that
it will form 32 teams
to collect drinking

water samples from across

thecityand the testresults will

be putin public domain with-

in a month.

Theannouncementcame
days after a Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) report said all
potable water samples collected
inthecityfailed quality analy-
sis. The AAP government is
already under attack from
opposition over the national
capital's air pollution crisis:
Delhi Jal Board's Chief Water
Analyst Sanjay Sharma, who
visited the Sonia Vihar treat-
ment plant, said that under the
water testing exercise, expect-
ed tobegin within a week, five
samples each will be collect-
ed from 272 wards.

"Our waterisone of the best
intheworld. We are 99 per cent
sure that the samples will pass
the tests. According to the
World Health Organization, the
permissable failure limit is 5
per cent," he said while explain-
ingthe standards and process
followed for water treatment
before being supplied to res-
idential areas.

Tuesday :
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BJP Yuva Morcha activists protest against Delhi’s ‘unsafe’ drinking water, in the Capital on

DEBFAK

Sharma said the National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute or a labo-
ratoryapproved by the Nation-
al Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Lab-
oratories will be engaged for
testing of water samples.

In total, 1,400 water sam-
pleswillbe tested on 29 para-
meters, mostimportantly, for
turbidity, pH levels, calcium,
magnesium, hardness and
others, he said.

In the first phase ofits sur-
vey, the BIShad found that all
the 11 samples collected in
Delhi did not complywith the
quality norm and also that
piped water was not safe for
drinking.

DelhiJal Board (DJB) vice-

chairman Dinesh Mohania
said the teams, each com-
prising four officials, will col-
lect water samples also from
the 11 locations, from where
the BIS had collected speci-
men.

"We will collect water sam-
plesrightfrom the treatment
plantuntil the households in
4-5 stages," he said.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who is also the DJB
chairman, will also write to
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan to nominate more
people to these teams, Shar-
masaid. The Centre has already
nominated two experts from
the BIS for a joint inspection
and testing of water samples
from across the city.

~

Paswan had on November
16released a BISreport which
stated that among 21 major
Indian cities, water in Delhi
ismostunsafe. It said that water
samples from the national
capital failed on 19 of the 28
parameters. .

Kejriwal had on Monday
accused the central minis-
ters of playing "dirty politicis"
and scaring people by saying
that the city's drinking water
is poisonous.

Hesaid Delhi's water qual-
ity cannot be ascertained on
the basis of just 11 samples.
The DJB said on Monday that
between January 1 and Sep-
tember24, it collected 1,55,302
samples. Of these, only 2,222
~around 1.5 per cent ~ failed.

ooooood

Capital air

quality may
dip further

PTI ;
NEW DELHI, 19 NOVEMBER

After a brief respite, air
quality in the national cap-
ital deteriorated again on
Tuesday due to calm winds
and increased impact of
farm fires, official said.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the city's overall air
quality index (AQI) read
242 at4 pm onTuesday, up
from 214 at the corre-
sponding time the previous
day. ‘
With a AQI of 330, Ghazi-
abad's air quality dropped
to “very poor” category and
was the most-polluted city
in the country on Tuesday,
the CPCB data revealed.
Greater Noida (272) and
Noida (256) recorded their
AQI in the “poor” catego-

Iy. ,

AnAQI between 201 and
300 is considered “poor”,
301-400 “very poor” and
401-500 “severe”.
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HINDUSTANTIMES - 2011-20] g

Centre to form
panel fo look into
Mahadayi dispute

Gerard de Souza e 90
« letters@hindustantimes.com ﬂ"’

PANAJI: The Union ministry of
environment, forestsand climate
change (MoEF&CC)hasassured
the Goagovernment thatit would
setupacommitteetolookintothe
issues raised by the state con-
cerning the diversion of the
MahadayiRiver.

In a letter addressed to Goa
chiefminister Pramod Sawanton
November 18, Union environ-
ment and forests minister Pra-
kash Javadekar promised that “a
committeeis being constituted to
look into the issues raised in
detail”.

On November 4, an all-party
delegation fromthe state had met
Javadekar in this regard. The
Centrerecently gave Karnataka

E a go-ahead for the Kalasa Ban-
duriproject, whichaimedat pro-
viding drinking water to three
north Karnataka districts by
diverting Mahadayi water.

Goa contested the decision,
stating that Karnataka had mis-
led the MoEF&CC by claiming
thatthe dam wasasolely adrink-
ing water project.

Chiefminister Pramod Sawant

_ expressed his happiness at the
letter. “Iam happy that MoEF &
CC has taken due cognizance of
therepresentation submitted by
the all-party delegation and...
constituted acommittee toexam-
inetheissue.”
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News item/letter/article/editorial published ongo_s/ / a‘) 0/.7 in the {following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)

The Statesman’(New Delhi)

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)

The Hindu ( Delhi)
Pioneer (Delhi)
TSERT TER ( 2(*571)

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

Deccan Cronicle

The Tribune (Gurugram)
Financial Express
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The Economic Times (New Delhi)

Business Standard(New Delhi)
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