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IMD to launch impact-based warning system

PNS B NEW DELHI

ThE India Meteorological
Department (IMD) will
release a dynamie, impact-
based eyelone warning system,
aimed at minimising econom-
ie losses and damage to prop-
erty due 1o the eyclones that hit
Indian coasts every year.

There were 21 depressions,
eight cyclonic slorms, six severe
cyclonic storms, six very severe
cyelonic storms, foir extreme-
ly severe cyclonic storms in
2019 Presently, a low pressure
is predicted to form over north
Andaman Sea and adjoining
Bay of Bengal around October
Sand 11.

With impmv:d technolo-

gy and increased use of satellite-
guided data in recent years,
IMD has managed to belter
forecast eyclones and issue
warnings. The post-monsoon
months of October and
MNovember offer favourable sea
conditions for the occurrence of
eyelonic storms, which mainly
affect the livelihoods ul‘péﬂplr
of coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal.IMD
ﬂrﬁini'zed an on-line pre-
cyclone exercise meeting on
October & to review the pre-
paredness, take stock of require-
ments, plan for the cyclone sea-
son October-December, 2020
and share new initiatives with
stakeholders. Speaking on
‘Chasing the Cydx.me;' al an

event, IMD Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra  said
the new system will give specific
warnings. For instance, if a dis-
trict is 1o be hit by winds up to
160 kmph, it will warn about
the kind of infrastructure that
is Iilufl}r o be d,a.magéd and
these can be mapped.

Unider the systerm, location
or districl-specilic lailored
warnings, which factor in the
local p-uFu]atiun. infrastruc-
ture, settlements, land use and
other elements, will be d
and disseminated. mr
management agencies will
make extensive use of carto-

aphie, geological and hydro-
ical data available for the dis-

trict concerned.

He also informed the
stakeholders about various
maobile apps launched by IMD
including Damini for li tning
forecast, Mausam & Umang for
weather forecast incluflng
cyclone warning and
for agmmfh:urulugjﬂ advi-
S0res,

Until now, the IMD pave
warnings aboul the kind of
damage expected during a
cyclone. Climatologically, Bay
of Bengal and Arabian Sea
nﬂrmaf]y experience five
cyclones annually - one over
Arabian Sea and four over the
Bay of Bengal. Out of five
cyclones, one develops during
pre-monsoon season and four
posl monsoon.
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Weatherman predicts
good rain at weekend

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 8

Telangana state is likely
to have good rains from
October 9 to October 12
or even bevond. Rainfall
will be widespread and
could be heavy in places
between October 10 and
12. Hyderabad, which
has not seen a rainy day
in the first week of
October, is likely to have
good showers with
pleasant weather condi-
tions.

Skyvmet weather fore-
casting agency said that
rain would be caused by
a low-pressure area in
the Bay of Bengal with-
in the next 24 hours. It is
likely to intensify to

depression over the cen-
tral Bay of Bengal.

The weather system is
expected to cross the
Andhra Pradesh coast
on October 11 and move
across parts of Telan-
gana state and Mahara-
shira, Skvmet said.

An overcast sky with
thick clouds and inter-
mittent rain and thun-
dershowers are quite
likely over many parts
of the state, including
the capital. Another
weather system is trail-
ing this depression in
the Bay of Bengal and
will possibly lead to
another spell, maybe
with a pause of a couple
of days, Skymet said.

Ts received excess

rainfall to the tune of 46
per cent during the
southwest monsoon sea-
son (June to Septem-
ber). The northeast
monsoon is generally
not very active for Ts
and seasonal rainfall
(October, November,
and December) amounts
to 123.7 mm.

About 75 per cent of
this amount (92.7mm) is
realised in October and
December remains the
least rainy with 6.8 mm
rainfall wusually. The
first week of October
this year has seen poor
rainfall which was
recorded at 11.9 mm
against the normal of
33.6 mm (negative 64 per
cent).
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Hyd lakes to sport a clean look

GHMC ropes in private agencies to clear water hyacinth in 39 lakes at an estimated cost of Rs 31 crore

$ SANDFEP KUMAR
HYDERABAD

The water bodies in and
around Hyderabad are all
set to get rid of their usual
look with unruly hyacinth
growth, and sport a clean
look. As part of its focused
efforts to curb mosquito
menace and curtail seasonal
diseases, the Greater Hyder-
abad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has taken up a
project to clear water hy-
acinth in 39 lakes across its
limits at an estimated cost of
Rs 31 crore.

Private agencies have
been roped in and works are
already taken up at Banjara
Lake, Kothaceheruvu
(Pedarayuni cheruvu),
HMT tank and others. Un-
like previous times, the mu-
nicipal corporation is en-
trusting the task of clearing
the water hyacinth from the
lakes and transporting the
same to Jawaharnagar
dumpyard for three years.

Of the 39 lakes, tenders
have been completed for 34
lakes, while those pertaining
to four others have been re-
called. These works are
being taken up in nine pack-
ages and are entrusted to
private agencies for three
years, The idea is to tackle
the mosquito menace and
also curtail the spread of
seasonal diseases through
mosquitoes.

Disinfection

To this effect, the municipal
corporation is now focusing
on spraying disinfectants in
the water bodies using
drones. Compared to last

i

The Mir Alam Tank in Hyderabad is among several lakes identified for taking up development works.
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Officials inspecting the water hyacinth clearing works at the Kaidamma Kunta.

Lakes identified for project

LB Nagar

Khairathabad

year, the municipal corpora-
tion is using 11 drones this
year for extensive spraying
of disinfectants in the lakes,
The Greater Hyderabad has
184 lakes and most of them
are taken over by water hy-
acinth, and covered nearly
495 acres in the 39 lakes
identified by the municipal
corpotration.

Despite the municipal
workers clearing the water

Serilingampally

hyacinth in many lakes, it is
found to be resurfacing and
covering the water bodies.
In a few lakes, the water hy-
acinth was found to resur-
face in just five days to
spread making the entire
cleaning exercise and the ef-
forts of the workers futile,
said a senior official from
GHMC

This apart, disposing
heaps of hyacinth removed

Kukatpally

Charminar

from the lakes has been an-
other challenge. For this, the
municipal corporation is in
talks with city-based Indian
Institute of Chemical Tech-
nology (IICT) for turning
waste into compost.

In addition to this, plans
to install air filters are also
being explored to ensure
clean and neat water in the
lakes, the GHMC official
added.

HMDA to
procure Six
FTCs for GHMC

HYDERABAD: With the
Floating Trash Collec-
tors (FTCs) introduced
by the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) in dif-
ferent lakes inits limits
doing good job in clear-
ing floating materials,
the GHMC is procuring
more of them to intro-
duce in different water
bodies in its jurisdiction.

The HMDA, whichis
currently operating
seven FTCs in different
lakes in its limits, will be
procuring the FTCs on
behalf of the municipal
corporation. The six
FTCs will be of different
capacities to be used ex-
tensively in lakes where
the private agencies are
not executing the works,
said an official.

Already, tenders have
been floated and the
agencies are expected
to be finalised shortly.
The FTCs are operated
in two shifts per day
and are moved in the
lake to collect the trash
and floating material
along with water hy-
acinth, weeds etc., in
short span of time. They
also help in avoiding
human deployment for
cleaning the trash in un-
hygienic conditions and
polluted water.
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Delhi Jal Board to construct
innovation & research centre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Jal
Board will construct an inno-
vation and research centre at
the Chandrawal Water Treat-
ment Plant which will carry
out pilot studies and allied
works like onsite pilot testing,
surveys, micro analysis and
experts’ visits. At a meeting
chaired by Water Minister and
DJ]B Chairman Satyendar Jain,
the board also approved the
construction of a lab equipped
with the latest technology to
perform advanced testing
including detection tests for
viruses like COVID.

It will test and monitor the
levels of pollutants like pesti-
cides, heavy metals, antibiotics,
and trace elements to ensure
safe drinking water supply and
proper treatment of wastewater
before it drains into the Yamuna.

The DJB will hire domain
experts to carry out research,
innovations and consultancy
for in-house projects as well as
for other agencies, the utility
said in a statement.

The research and innovation
centre will also act as a knowl-
edge bank for all the ongoing
projects like water audits, clean-
ing of the Yamuna, and round-
the-clock water supply.

To bring transparency and
widen participation of contrac-
tors in DJB projects, the board
accorded approval for enlist-
ment of contractors in all the
categories of project ranging
from Rs 10 crore to Rs 500 crore.

The objective of the enlist-
ment of contractors is to have a
ready list of suitable and com-
petent firms for DJB works so
as to minimize the requirement
of verification of their creden-
tials at the time of each tender.
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