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AP, TS STATE
OFFICIALS TODAY

WILIANY AWADA, JUME 2

Andhra Pradesh will ask
the Krishna River Mana-
cement Boanrd (KREMB) to
evolve a mechanism whe-
rein the board ensures
that its orders are strictly
adhered to by Telangsana
on issues wvarying firom
release of water on time
to construction of new
projects. The KRNMEB will
meet on Thursday at
Hyderabad amid the ongo-
ing river water disputes
between the two neigh-
bouring States.

The newly appointed
KRMB chairman A
Paramesham |has oon-
vened a meeting to be
attended by Aditvanath
Das, special chief secre-
tary, irrigation, Andhra
Pradesh, and Rajat Ku-
mar, principal secretarw
irrigation, Telanzana,
besides senior irrigation
afficials of both states.

With the KRMB acting
more like a “post office™
and merely communicat-
ing each state’s viewpoint
to the other, mot much is
expected out of Thursday
meeting, say experts in
irrigation.

The KRME had con-
veved Telangana's objec-
tions to AP on the pro-
posed Ravalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme amnd
sought Telangana™s wview
on AP's objections to vari-
ous projects including
Palamuru Ranga Reddy

Mot wvery enthusiastic
about an outcome at the
meeting, a senior irriga-
tion official pointed out
that the Ministrvy of Jal
Shakti or river manage-
ment boards should ens-
ure that both states fiollow
their directives. “The min-
istry has already directed
KREMB to shift its office to
Vijayawada. It's a small
issue; yvet the directive has
remained unimplem-
ented.” said the official.

Omn submitting Detailed
Project Reports of RILIS,
the Andhra Pradesh gow-
ermment’s view is how the
board would guarantee
that even TS govermment
also submits DPRs of wvar-
ious projects that the
KREMB has already asked
for: There has to be a tine-
frame within which both
states should be made to
follow the directions, the
official pointed out.

The Godavari River Na-
nagement Boand (GRMEB)
is also scheduled to meet
on Friday for discussing
contentious issues on
Godavari. Sources said
AP has been asked to sub-
mit DPRs of Pattiseema
and Purushottapatnam
Lift Irrigatiom Schemes
and the same have been
submitted by the latter

» WITH THE KRMB act-
ing more like a “post
office™ and merely com-
municating each state’s
viewpoint to the other,
not much is expected
out of meeting, say
experts in irrigation.
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Cyclone makes landfall: a
lucky escape for Mumbai

NISARGA STRIKES Severe cyclonic storm lashes coast at 120kmph, snaps power lines, fells trees

Badri Das Chatterjee and
JayashreeNandi
» ktters@hindustantimes com

MUMBAINEW DELHI: Misarga, the
first severe cyclone to impact
Mumbai in more than 60 years,
largely spared India’s financial
capital on Wednesday as the
severecyclonicstormweakened
afteritslandfall southofthe city,
claiming no major damages or
lossoflifeintheregion.

The cyclone crossed the coast
near Alibag in Raigad district
withwind speedsof upto120km
per hour at 12.80pm, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD)said. Experts said Murmbai
remained largely unaffected as
thelandfall,initially expected to
be 16kmawayin Alibag, deviated
75km from the coastal resort
town.

Four people died asthe storm
uprooted treesin neighbouring
districts, butnomajor damages
werereported asworkersbegan
clearing debris on Wednesday
night. The deep depressionthat
formed overthe Arabian Seaear-
lierthisweekturned intoasevere
cyclonic stormand reached the
coastline of Maharashtra on
Wednesday.

“Ttmadelandfall south of Ali-
bag. The cyclone’seye diameter
was 80km and the eye crossed
southofAlibaginRaigadbut rest
of it crossed neighbouring dis-
tricts,” said IMD director general
M Mohapatra. He added that
while the forecast onthecyclone

trackwas accurate, the effect on
MMumbai was diminished as the
landfall happened atleast 75km
southofalibag,in Diveagar.
IMD'sprediction ofextremnely
heavyrainfallwasnotreportedin
several areas of Mumbai. The
city, however, recorded a gale
wind speed of 72kmph at its
southern tip, Colaba, quelling
fearsthattheadministrative and
health care resources, already
stretched on account ofitscoro-

navirus disease (Covid-19)case-
load, would not be able to cope
withanatural disaster.

Private forecaster Skymet
Weathersaid it wasa close shave
for the city, which has so far
recorded about 43,000 Covid-19
casesand ismaking attemptsat
keepingits health care system
frombeing overrun. “Ourobser-
vationisthattheimpacton Murm-
bal waslessbecausethelandfall
location was shifted somewhat

south of Alibag. There wasonly
lighttomoderate rainsin Mum-
baiduringandimmediately after
landfall,” said Mahesh Palawat,
vicepresident, climate and mete-
orology at Skymet Weather.
Visuals of lacerating rain,
swayingtreesand wavescrash-
ingagainsttetrapod barriersthat
line the Konkancoastbeamedon
television screens as people
CONTINUED ONP14
FULL COVERAGE P8

Rising frequency

of cyclones linked
o climate change,
field experts warn

JayastreeNandi ...
» ketters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The severe cyclonic
storm which made landfall in
Maharashtraon Wednesday isan
indication of anincreasing fre-
quencyofsevere cyclonesdevel-
opingin ArabianSeain thepast
decade, atrendthatstudieshave
linked toclimate change.

In the past two years itself,
there have been seven cyclones
formed in the Arabian Sea,
though, according to IMD, the
ratioofcyclonesin the Arabian
Sea and the Bay of Bengal —
whichjustwitnessed the destruc-
tive cyclone Amphan on May 21
—1s1:4. TheIntergovernmental
Panelon Climate Change (IPCC)
lastyearcame outwith a special
report in which it said that
extreme rainfall and extreme sea
level eventsassociated with some
tropical cyclones are being seen
to have a cascadingimpact on
coastal areas. “Thereisemerging
evidence for an increase in
annualglobal proportionof Cate-
gory 4 or 5 tropical cyclonesin
recentdecades,”itsaid. =P8
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Delhi team to survey
Amphan damage

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: A team of central
government officials will rea-
ch Bengal on Thursday to ass-
ess the damage caused by Cyc-
lone Amphan, sources at Nab-
anna said.

According to the primary
itinerary, the team would visit
the worst-affected blocks in
North 24-Parganas and South
24-Parganas.

“The team is supposed to
visit Patharpratima and Nam-
khana — two worst-affected
blocks in South 24-Parganas.
The officials would also visit
Hingalganj and Basirhat in
North 24-Parganas. The team
does not have a plan to go to
East Midnapore, another cy-
clone-affected district, so far,”
an official at Nabanna said.

Sources said the state gov-
ernment had arranged for a
helicopter for the officials so
that they could cover maxi-
mum areas within a short pe-
riod.

The team would first reach
Patharpratima from Calcutta
airport and hold a meeting
with district officials. Later,
the visitors would go to Ba-
sirhat where another meeting
is scheduled with the North 24-
Parganas district authorities.

Trees uprooted in
Cyclone Amphan

Chiefminister Mamata Ba-
nerjee said on Wednesday that
if the visit of the central offi-
cials was delayed, they might
not get a clear picture of the
devastation caused by the cy-
clone as the state government
had already undertaken resto-
ration work at many places.

“But we are keeping our re-
port ready to show what dam-
age the cyclone caused to the
state,” Mamata said at Naban-
na on Wednesday.

A state bureaucrat said an
inspection team could get a
proper picture of the damage
only when water receded from
affected areas. “So, timing of
the central team’s visit could
be perfect as water has started
receding in affected blocks.”

“Now, the team can see

clearly what the cyclone has
done to houses, roads and
other infrastructure and agri-
cultural fields,” he added.

The sources said after vis-
iting the affected areas on
Thursday, the team was likely
to hold ameeting with top offi-
cials of the Bengal governme-
nt on Friday when the state
could share its damage assess-
mentreport.

The visit is considered to
be important for the state gov-
ernment as the Centre can
allot financial assistance to
Bengal based on the team’sre-
port.

So far, the state has been al-
lotted Rs 1,000 crore as an ad-
vance under the National Dis-
aster Management Fund to
undertake immediate relief
and restoration work.

The sources said the state
government expected a hand-
some amount of grant from
the Centre considering the ex-
tent of the damage.

“Prime Minister himself
has taken note of the damage.
We expect that this time, the
damage would be assessed
properly,” said an official.

Mam ata said during sever-
al meetings that the cyclone
had caused a damage of Rs 1
lakh crore to the state.
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Assam flood: Death toll rises to 10

GUWAHATI: The flood situ-
ation in Assam improved mar-
ginally on Wednesday but one
more person died, taking the
death toll in the deluge to 10,
officials said.

According to the daily
flood report of the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), one per-
son died at Lakhipur in Goal-
para district and nearly 1.45
lakh people were still affected
by the deluge in four districts
- Goalpara, Nagaon, Hojai and
Cachar.

Goalpara district is the
worst hit with 1.16 lakh people
suffering, followed by Hojai
with over 22,500 people and
Nagaon with nearly 5,650
persons.

Till Tuesday, around 1.56
lakh people were affected in
the three districts.

The SDRF has rescued six

persons in the last 24 hours in
Goalpara, ASDMA said.

At present, 212 villages are
under water and 22,718 hect-
ares of crop areas have been
damaged, ASDMA said.

It further said authorities
are running 21 relief camps
and distribution centres in
three districts, where 2,913
people are taking shelter
currently.

Roads and many other
infrastructures have been
damaged at various places in
Nagaon, Karimganj and Chi-
rang districts. AGENCIES
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HC orders govt to compensate

Kaleshwaram oustees in 3 months

® The exercise of re-determination of compensation for
lands, structures and determination of the lump sum
rehabilitation and resettlement to each of the outsees
of Kaleshwaram Project’s Ananthagiri Sagar Reservoir

HC issues notices to

shall be made within 3 months, orders HC

@ The petitioners contended that petitioners were
forcibly evicted from their lands and houses.

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

Hyderabad: The High Court
hasdirected the State govern-
ment that the exercise of re-
determination of compensa-
tion for lands, structures and
determination of the lump
sum rehabilitation and reset-
tlement to each of the petition-
ers and as well as payment of
the same shall be made within
3 months.

The Division Bench com-
prising Justice MS Ramachan-
dra Rao and Justice K.Laksh-
man was hearingthe three writ
petitions through video con-
ference on Wednesday.

The petitioners sought com-
pensation for those who lost
their lands to Kaleshwaram
Projectj, Ananthagiri Sagar
Reservoir in Allipur village,
Chinna Kondur mandal, Sid-

dipet district and Ananthagiri
village, Ellanthakunta mandal,
Rajanna  SircilladDistrict.
They said that the oustees
were eking out their livelihood
by doing farming.

The counsel for the petition-
ers Rachana Reddy requested
the High Court Bench to pay
compensation, resettlement
and compensation for the land
lost to the Kaleshwaram Pro-
ject’s  Ananthagiri Sagar
Reservoir.

The petitioners contended
that petitioners were forcibly
evicted from their lands and
houses.

Further, the government of-
ficials resorted to coercive tac-
tics and forced them to sign
‘consent awards’ offeringarbi-
trary price for their lands
which had no bearing to the
registration or the market

HMR, govts on Metro fare

Hyderabad: Hearing a public interest litigation on Metro Rail
fare, the High Court issued notices to Centre, Telangana gov-
ernment and concessioner HMR on Wednesday.

The PIL was filed by CPM Greater Hyderabad secretary M
Srinivas Reddy that the Hyderabad Metro Rail charges are con-
trary to the contract. The petitioner alleged that contrary to
the concession agreement for the Hyderabad Metro Rail project,
the basic fare declared by it is unfair, unconstitutional It urged
the courtto fix the fairof Metro Rail in accordance with Schedule
Fare Notification under article/clause 27 1 r/w sub-clause 4
basic fares and pass. The High Court Bench issued notices to
the Central and State governments, HRL and L&T to file a
counter-petition in four weeks that the Hyderabad Metro Rail
charges are contrary to the contract.

The next hearing has been posted to July1.

value of the lands in the said
villages. And that they did not
give the willingness to sell
their land voluntarily as per
the procedure prescribed, the
petitioner counsel argued.
Advocate General Banda
Shivananda Prasad informed
the Bench that the petitioners
in all these cases were paid
lump sum Rehabilitation and

Resettlement amounts in ad-
dition to market value com-
pensation for their lands.

The Bench directed the
State government to compen-
sate, rehabilitate and resettle
as per the 2013 Act. Moreover,
the court ordered the State
tovernment to resolve the
problems of land-dwellers
within three months.
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NISARGA STRIKES

CYCLONE HITS MAHA COAST

Cyclone Nisarga made
landfall south of the
beach town of Alibag
near Mumbai on
Wednesday afternoon,
leaving uprooted trees
and damaged power
lines in its wake.

Murud and Shrivardhan
talukas in Raigad
district were the
worst-hit

Trees, power poles uprooted in Raigad district

SANJANA BHALERAO
Mumbai, June 3

NISARGA, THE SEVERE
cyclonic storm, which made
landfall in Maharashtra’s
Raigad district around 12.30
pm on Wednesday, weakened
into a ‘cyclonic storm’ by
Wednesday evening, but not
beforeuprooting treesandelec-
tricitypolesand disrupting elec-
tricity supplies in two talukas,
Murud and Shrivardhan.

On Wednesday evening,

Maharashtra revenue minister
BalasahebThorat tweetedsay-
ingthedistrictadministration
inPune,Nashik and Ahmedna-
gar had been put on alert. The
IMD said the ‘severe cyclonic
storm’,withwind speeds of 100-
110kmph,moved north-north-
eastwards with a speed of 24
kmph and weakened into a
cyclonic storm by 5.30 pm.
Raigad guardian minister
and MoS for tourism Aditi
Tatkare said the assessment of
damage was still on but it was

hampered by heavy rains and
strong windsthatwerestillonin
parts of Raigad on Wednesday
evening. She said the damage
caused by the storm was not
limited to Murud and Shrivard-
hantalukas butwasfelt inother
areas of Raigad as well, even
those about 50 km away from
the coast. Noinjurywasreported
until Wednesdayevening.About
15,000 people had been evacu-
ated from theirhomes nearthe
sea in Raigad on Tuesday and
were asked to either move in

with relatives or provided shel-
ter at Zilla Parishad schools,
Tatkaresaid.

In Mumbai, over 40,000
people living near the coast
were shifted to safer places.

TheBrihanmumbai Munic-
ipal Corporation(BMC) issueda
statement saying 10,840 peo-
plehad been shifted from areas
near the sea coast and other
landslide prone locationsto 35
municipalschools.

Continved on Page 2
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'Cyclone Nisarga kills 4 in Maha,
'~ over 75,000 moved to safety

Workers clear an
rains and strong winds were triggered by cyclone Nisarga.

DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JUNE 3

Mumbai and its surround-
ing areas heaved a huge
sigh of 1relief as the
cyclonic storm ‘Nisarga’
passed through without
causing much damage on
Wednesday. Though coast-
al parts of the state were
lashed by heavy rains and
gusty winds, Maharashtra
remained largely
unscathed with no major
untoward incident report-
ed. However, four people
died in four cyclone-relat-
ed incidents in Pune,
Raigad and Palghar dis-
trict.

Twe men died after an

electric pole and a tree fell
on them in Alibaug dis-
trict while two others died
in Pune after a wall of
their house collapsed.

Cyclone Nisarga made
landfall at the coastal town
of Alibaug in Raigad dis-
trict, about 100 kms from
south of Mumbai, at
around 1 pm with wind
speeds of up to 120 kmph.

It later moved up and hit
the cecastal districts of
Mumbai. Thane. Raigad
and Palghar with winds of
up to 100 kmph to 110
kmph. Heavy rainfall was
also reported in North
Maharashtra and Pune.

As many as 75,940 people
living near the seashore

and landslide prone areas
in Mumbai were shifted to
safer places by the Brih-
anmumbal Municipal Cor-
poration. Milind Borikarn
the collector of Mumbai
Suburban, said that with
the help of the civie body,
they have evacuated 12,000
people from coastline
areas of Mumbai suburbs,
land sliding areas and
hilly areas to BMC
schools.

The flight operations at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj International Airport
in Mumbai were kept shut
till 7 pm in view of thelan-
dfall of cyclone and they
restarted at 6 pm. The deci-
sion to temporarily shut

the airport was taken after
a FedEx flight from Benga-
luru made a runway excu-
rsion while landing.

“In consultation with
AAI, considering the
strong crosswinds, it has
been decided that no
arrivals and departures
will take place between
14.30-19.00 hours,” an offi-
cial statement from the
Mumbai  International
Alrport Ltd said.

Trees were uprooted acr-
oss Mumbai with around
117 tree falling incidents
reported due to heavy
rains and gusty winds.
Vehicular movement on
the Bandra-Worli Sea Link
was also suspended.



Nisarga harder to predlc

Shorter
lifespan,
quick
evolution

G.S.MUDUR

New Delhi: The severe cy-
clonic storm named Nisarga
that crossed the Maharashtra
coast south of Mumbai on
Wednesday afternoon had a
shorter life span and a trajec-
tory more difficult to predict
than Amphan that ravaged
Bengal last month, a senior
weather scientist said.

Nisarga crossed the coast
over Alibaug around 75km
south of Mumbai between
noon and 2.30pm with wind
speeds up to 110kmph and
weakened into a cyclonic
storm, moving northeastward
to hang over interior Maha-
rashtra 90km east of Mumbai
by 5.30pm with 60-70kmph
winds.

In comparison, Cyclone
Amphan’s wind speeds during
landfall ranged from 130kmph
to 160kmph at different places
in Bengal. The IMD predicted 1
to 2-metre tidal waves trig-
gered by Nisarga along parts
of the Maharashtra coast com-
pared to Amphan’s 3 to 4-
metre waves in Bengal last
month.

Until June 1, weather sci-
entists did not have a clear
forecast over where Nisarga
would make landfall. The
India Meteorological Depart-
ment forecast had predicted a
long stretch of the coast from
Raigad in Maharashtra to
Damanin Gujarat.

“Arabian Sea cyclones are
usually harder to forecast
than those in the Bay of Ben-
gal,” said Mrutyunjaya Moha-
patra, the IMD director-gener-
al. “We don’t have as much
weather data and measure-
ments from the Arabian Sea as
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Workers try to remove an uprooted tree that fell on a road in
Mumbai on Wednesday after Cyclone Nisarga made landfall
along the Maharashtra coast: and (right) a wave strikes a
vessel near Mirya embankment at Ratnagiri Narmada
Cement Port. (PTI)

we do on the Bay of Bengal
side.”

With less data, he said, the
weather agency had to rely on
remote measurements such as
satellite-generated informa-
tion about the state of the sea
and atmosphere over the Ara-
bian sea.

However, on May 31, when
IMD forecasters observed a
low pressure system over the
Arabian Sea, they decided to
issuea cyclone watch to Maha-
rashtra, in effect taking a
chance because they did not
have high certainty that a cy-
clone would emerge.

“I think it’s the first time in
IMD history that we've issued
a cyclone watch when it was

still a low pressure system,”
Mohapatra said. A low pres-
sure system evolves into a de-
pression, a deep depression,
then a cyclone. Earlier cyclone
forecasts were issued when
they were depressions or deep
depressions.

He said Nisarga’s quick
evolution and short life span
also made forecasting its tra-
jectory harder than forecasts
for Amphan.

Nisarga was a depression
on June 1, a deep depression
on June 2, and turned into a
cyclone on June2.

In contrast, Amphan was
over the sea for over three
days before landfall, the scien-
tist said.
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Mumbai
spared

Mumbai: Cyclone Nisarga
made landfall near Mumbai
on Wednesday but largely
spared the city already reeling
from the Covid-19 pandemic
even as it uprooted trees in
nearby Raigad, Palghar and
Pune districts and caused at
least three deaths.

A 58-year-old man died
when a power transformer fell
on him while he was rushing
home to escape the cyclone’s
fury at Umate village in
Raigad, police said. Two per-
sons died and three were in-
jured in two separate cyclone-
related incidents in Pune dis-
trict, an official said.

The cyclone, which struck
two weeks after the cata-
clysmic Amphan in Bengal,
buffeted Maharashtra’s coast
with wind speeds of up to
120kmph, making landfall at
12.30pm at Alibaug in Raigad
near Mumbai. The process
was completed by 2.30pm, a
senior IMD official said.

Cyclone Nisarga is expect-
ed to weaken into a deep de-
pression within the next six
hours. Late on Wednesday
evening, it lay centred over
Pune, the official said.

Mumbaikars and people in
neighbouring areas, including
those in coastal Gujarat dis-
tricts, had braced for the cy-
clone but heaved a sigh of re-
lief as Nisarga’s damage ap-
peared largely limited to up-
rooting trees.

Ahead of the cyclone’s
landfall, thousands of people
inits path had been evacuated,
trains rescheduled, flights
cancelled, fishermen ordered
out of the seas and rescue
workers put on standby.

Mumbai, already the worst
affected by the pandemic in

the country, would have
faced its first major cyclone
in 72 years, according to
Adam Sobel, a professor of
atmospheric science at
Columbia University in New
York.

Nisarga blew in from the
Arabian Sea, making landfall
at the coastal town of Alibaug.
Steeped in colonial history, Al-
ibaugis a quaint little town lo-
cated about 110km from Mumn-
bai and is dotted with sandy
beaches, forts and temples. Su-
perstar Shah Rukh Khan hasa
sprawling bungalow in
Alibaug. A speedboat takes
20 minutes to reach Mandwa
jetty mnear Alibaug from
Mumbai.

The IMD had warned
that kuccha houses, trees
and electric poles could fall
as they might not be able to
withstand the speed of the
storm. However, as the cy-
clone weakened into a depres-
sion, it was clear that the ex-
tent of damage was far less
than anticipated.

Pune-based Sucheta Nad-
karny, 81, who lived in subur-
ban Vile Parle during the last
major cyclone to hit Mumbai
in 1948, said: “I remember
huge trees in our area were
uprooted and plants in our
garden destroyed. I was 10
years old then and remember
this because my mother was
heartbroken as the plants she
had lovingly nurtured had
been destroyed.”

Ahead of Nisarga’s land-
fall, the state government had
asked people in vulnerable
areas to shift to safer places.
The Central Railway resched-
uled special trains and many
airlines cancelled their Mum-
bai operations. pT1



